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My sado-masochist mother tried to kill me, says Mary Bell 


* 


By Richard Ford 

THE child killer Mary Bell dis¬ 
closes today that her mother tried 
to kill her and that she suffered 
horrific abuse at home. 

She also recalls her mother 
frequently telling her that nobody 
could be as bad as Mary, that she 
had brought shame upon the 
family, and that nobody felt com¬ 
passion for her after she was 
convicted of killing two younger 
children when she was 11 years old. 


"My mother had always said 
nobody did, nobody could (feel 
compassion] because ! was so 
bad.. .such a shaming thing in her 
life." Bell says in Cries Unheard, 
the book by Gina Sereny which 
begins serialisation in The Times 
today. “When I was released she 
said I was never to tell anybody 
that she was my mother, that she 
couldn’t live with the shame of it. 
and she introduced me to her pub 
pais as her sister and at other times 

as her cousin." 


Bell does not claim that she was 
unjustly convicted, and she told 
Sereny that she had decided to co¬ 
operate with her to find out “how 
could it have happened; how did 1 
become such a child?” 

Bell goes on to claim in the book 
that her mother, a prostitute 
specialising in sado-masochism, 
tried to kill her as a small child and 
that she was sexually abused by 


men who visited their home. She 
also says that she was the victim of 
a number of childhood “accidents" 
involving pills. 

Although Beil recounts treat¬ 
ment at the hands of her mother, 
she admits that it did nor excuse her 
for strangling Martin Brown. 4. 
and Brian Howe. 3. in I96S. 

But both Bell, now 41 and the 
mother of a 14-year-old daughter. 


and Ms Sereny believe that the 
book and details of her background 
in the tough Scotswoad Road area 
of Newcastle could help towards an 
understanding of what drove a 
child to kill. 

Ms Sereny writes that two weeks 
after they started their interviews 
in 1996. Bell began to disclose 
horrific incidents of abuse by her 
mother. Betty. “Sometimes she 


The truth about Mary Bell, pages 16, 17. Peter Stothard, page 18 


would blindfold me, she called it 
‘playing blind man's bluff. And she 
would tie a stocking around my 
eyes and lift me up and twirl me 
around, laughing." BdJ says. 

Bell says that after being abused 
she was given sheets and chips by 
her mother, who she then felt loved 
her. “I remember her then as very 
pretty and she didn't call me 
names, and even taught me to knit 
But then she ripped all the stitches 
off and threw the sniff at me." 

Ms Sereny says that she was so 


sceptical about the details that Bell 
remembered and so concerned 
about their horrific nature that she 
made her repeat them three times. 

Betty Bell died three years ago 
and this, according to Ms Sereny. 
“freed " Bell, who says that she 
decided to talk because she wanted 
to 'set the record straight' about her 
background and events leading to 
the killings. Bell and her friend 
Norma Bell were accused of mur¬ 
der. Norma, who was not related. 

Continued on page 2, col 5 
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on attack : 

over ‘fat 
cats’ list 


DAVID LOMGSTREATWAP 



Vyi 


By Frances Gibb, legal correspondent 


LAWYERS hit back at the 
Government yesterday after 
4he Lord Chancellor published 
a-Tname and shame" list erf 
. "forjiy barristers and law firms 
. . -who received most from the 

■’ list showed that ten 
-tmtters were paid more 

■ ■ than £400,000, one law firm 
JBoayed more than £85 mil- 

- Sob* and a further six were 
paid more than £2 million. 

But the move appeared to 
backfire-as the Bar countered 
with data showing that some 
of the payments covered more 
than one year's work, that the 
legal "aki fund was often 

■ reimbursed after costs were 
recovered from defendants in 

^ personal injury cases, and that 
no account* had been taken of 
tiie amount of work done. The 
Law Society said that far from 
being shamed, lawyers should 
be proud tpbe on the list since 
it proved they were doing a 
great deal of legal aid work for 
many people. 

The barristers' “league ta¬ 
ble" released to MPs by the 
Lord Chancellor's junior min¬ 
ister. Geoff Hoon, was topped 
by Ahm Jones, QC. one of the 

* defence lawyers in the Max¬ 
well brothers’ trial. He was 
paid more than E500.000 last 
-year, while nine others re¬ 
ceived more than E400.000. 

• The most highly paid firm 
was Freetii Cartwright Hunt 

* Dfiks of Nottingham, which 
tpras listed as receiving more 

■ titan £85 million — although 
that sum included payments 
far other firms and counsel in 
group actions coordinated by 
the firm. Irwin Mitchell, the 
Sheffield law firm which 
specialises in personal injury 
’work, was paid between 
£2.6 million and £3.49 million. 
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The Bar- immediately de¬ 
nounced the figures as a crude 
attempt to pillory barristers. 
Nigel Pascoe, QC, chair of the 
Bar Council public affairs 
committee, said: “The public 
are rightly-entitled to know 
what legal aid money is spent 
on, but this is very 
misleading." 

The payments listed for 
1996-97 covered work for more 
than one yean in the case of 
Richard Maxwell, who was 
listed as earning between 
£270.000 and £319,000, the 
payments spanned nine years. 

Second, the figures covered 
some extremely complex cases 
and lawyers with heavy work¬ 
loads. For example, Charles 
Lewis, who was paid between 
£190.000 and E229.000. han¬ 
dled 517 cases. Finally, they 
included cases where the costs 
were eventually met by the 
other side: out of £319,000 paid 
to David Allan. QC. to bring 
civil actions, all but £28,420 
will be recovered from 
defendants. 

Dave McNeil of the Law 
Society said: "It certainly does 
not show thar they are legal 
aid fat cats. It reflects the work 
they are doing and shows they 
are helping a lot of people." 

The Government plans to 
lay regulations by July to 
scrap legal aid for personal 
injury claims. But fresh re¬ 
search from the Law Society 
yesterday showed that the 
plans — aimed at widening 
access to justice for “middle 
income Britain" — would 
leave some of the poorest 
unable to pursue claims. 

The Lord Chancellor’s De¬ 
partment has said that law 
firms should earn a good 
jiving from “no win, no fee" 
work, which is to replace civil 
legal aid. But independent 
research for the Law Society 
by Sheffield University 
showed that people with com¬ 
plex or long-running claims 
would find it hard to obtain a 
lawyer on such a basis since 
firms would not be able to 
bear the financial risks of 
running their cases. Under the 
proposals “the poorest and 
those who have been most 
seriously injured will suffer 
most," the report says. 

The list, page 4 



Michelle Smith celebrates after winning the first of three Olympic gold medals in Atlanta two years ago 


Experiments on 
patients alleged 

American and Norwegian 
hospitals were involved in 
sterilisation experiments on 
menially retarded people us¬ 
ing radiation in an echo of the 
Nazi era. 

Most of the work was done 
daring the Cold War bat 
some continued until 1994, 
according to the Oslo daily 
Dagbtadet _Page 15 

Increased fears 
of recession 

Fears that the manufacturing 
sector is on the verge of 
recession increased after new 
data showed business opti¬ 
mism has fallen to its lowest 
point since the height of the 
last recession. Meanwhile, the 
trade deficit has grown to its 
widest level for eight 
years-Page 23 

£7m Wimbledon 

The Wimbledon prize-money 
this year mil exceed £7.2 
million, with the men’s sin¬ 
gles champion collecting 
£435,000 and the women's, 
£391500. First-round losers 
mil get over £6500-. Page 42 


Lorry drivers threaten to 
blockade the World Cup 


FROM Ben MACINTYRE IN PARIS 


THE leader of the most mili¬ 
tant French lorry drivers' 
union has threatened to cause 
traffic mayhem during the 
football World Cup in France 
this summer unless haulage 
bosses agree to demands for 
higher pay and shorter hours. 

Roger PDletti, leader of the 
Force Ouvrfere. spearheaded 
the strikes thar paralysed the 
French road system in 1996 
and 1997 with lorry barricades 
across the country. But many 
French drivers claim that the 
concessions won then have 
never been honoured. 

"1 am not the 'Red Devil' 
depleted in certain newspa¬ 
pers." M Poletti said. “I do not 
want to cause trouble for the 
many supporters coming to 
the World Cup. I just want the 
employers to shoulder their 
resfxjnsibilities." 

The union demands indude 
an increase in the average 
hourly wage from Fr43 (£450) 
to a minimum of Fr55. A 
meeting is planned for May 16 


to deride on union action. “We 
have already studied the possi¬ 
bility of blockades at five or six 
points across France," M 
Pdletti added. 

A tony-drivers’ strike could 
well ignite industrial] action 



“fve made up my 
mind who to support 
in the World Cup " 


among railway, Metro and 
bus workers, raising the pros¬ 
pect of transport chaos for 
millions of football fans. 

The new national stadium, 
the Stade de France at Saint 
Denis, has already been criti¬ 
cised for poor access tojpublic 
transport, and a strike by 
transport workers and lorry 
drivers could effectively cut 
the ground off. RenfrGeorges 
Querry, the head of the £12 
million French security opera¬ 
tion for the World Cup, admit¬ 
ted yesterday (hat three lorries 
placed at crossroads could 
block the circulation of the 
traffic outside the Stade de 
France. 

Union leaders are acutely 
aware that the French Gov¬ 
ernment will not tolerate a 
disruption of the World Cup, 
but the spectacle of riot police 
dismantling barricades and 
removing strikers by force 
could be equally damaging for 
the image France is deter¬ 
mined to project 
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Is Antipodean ant-eater the antidote to termites? 


By James Landale 

POLITICAL REPORTER 

ANT-EATERS should be imported 
from Down Under to combat the 
menace of termites which have infested 
a house in Devon, an Austral tan-bom 
peer suggested yesterday. 

Baroness Gardner of Parices told me 
Lords that termites known as *]wltite 
ants" were common in Australia but 
were controlled by their native preda¬ 
tor, the echidna - or ant-eater. 

A colony of termites was discovered 
four years ago in a £250.000 holiday 



The echidna: SOS call? 


have reestablished itself. The inch-’ 
long termites, believed to come from 
southern Europe, are voracious and 


Lady Gardner, who was bam in 
Sydney, pointed out yesterday that 
although Australia suffered from ter¬ 
mites, there were many buildings still 
standing. She told Baroness Hayman, 
the Environment Minister. “The echid¬ 
na is a natural predator who thrives on 
these termites. Would you consider, if 
the worst comes to the worst introduc¬ 
ing a few echidnae from Australia to 
deal with the problem?" 

Lady Hayman thanked lady Gard¬ 
ner for her international lateral think¬ 
ing, and said: “There is a serious 
problem here, if we found that termites 


understand what you say about some 
buildings remaining in Australia, but 
there is great damage caused there and 
in southern Europe by theSe pests. If 
there's any danger from that we ought 
to take appropriate action." 

The Environment" Department, the 
Building Research Establishment and 
the forestry Commission were all 
working on the problem. 

In the meantime, the Liberal Demo¬ 
crat Lord Marine of Benshie was wary 
of Lady Gardner’s idea, saying: “Aus¬ 
tralians should not talk about the 
introduction of strange species into any 


Michelle Smith 
in deep water 
after drug test 


By Craig Lord 


MICHELLE SMITH, the con¬ 
troversial swimmer who be¬ 
came Ireland's greatest spor¬ 
ting heroine when she won 
three Olympic titles in Atlanta 
in 1996, faces possible suspen¬ 
sion after a drug test 

The Irish Swimming Asso¬ 
ciation has been informed by 
Fina, the sport's international 
ruling body, of the drug test 
The sample is believed to have 
been produced when out-of- 
competition testers called on 
Smith unannounced early this 
year and to have been ana¬ 
lysed at a European laborato¬ 
ry. Smith, 28 , from Rathcoole. 
near Dublin, may now re¬ 
quest that the “B" sample 
taken for die drug test be 
analysed to confirm or annul 
the result of the "A" sample. 

It is believed that the drug 
test did not involve a specific 
banned substance, but a test 
may be deemed a failure if 
there is evidence that a sample 
has been tampered with. The 
nature of the drug test will 
determine the suspension that 
Smith faces. Fina rules allow 
for a suspension of up to four 
years for the most serious 
abuses. 

They also state that all 
competition results in the six 
months before a positive test is 
returned must be annulled, so 
that Smith could be stripped of 
the two gold and two silver 


medals that she won at the 
European Championships in 
Seville last summer. The 
swimmer did not answer or 
return calls from The Times 
last night. 

Peter Lennon, Smith's solid- 
tor. said last night “She had 
not failed a drugs test within 
the meaning of the rules.” 
Asked what he meant Mr 
Lennon replied: “Have you 
ever known an athlete to have 
been suspended for taking a 
drug that is not itemised or 
particularised? Have you ever 
known an athlete to have been 
suspended for interfering with 
a sample as is alleged here?” 

Smith’s achievements two 
years ago were tarnished by 
unsubstantiated rumours of 
drug use. but she received a 
heroine’s welcome from Presi¬ 
dent Robinson after becom ing 
Ireland's first Olympic swim¬ 
ming champion with three 
gold medals and a bronze. 

Her extraordinary improve¬ 
ment in form, which came late 
in her career and catapulted 
her from relative anonymity, 
coincided with her relation¬ 
ship with Erik de Bruin, the 
coach who became her hus¬ 
band. They met at the Olym¬ 
pic Games in 1992 when Smith 
was ranked outside the best 50 
swimmers in the world. 

Tarnished gold, page 44 


If you knew how 
much you’re 
being overcharged 
for life cover, 
the shock 
could kill you. 

If you took out your life cover a while ago either 
to protect your mortgage or your family's lifestyle, you 
could be paying well over die odds. 

But now that Direct Line provides life cover, you don’t 
have to pay through the nose anymore. In feet, in only 
10 minutes, you could be enjoying the same protection 
you enjoy now, for a much smaller monthly costT 

AH it takes is one 


call — we'D even fill the 
forms in for you. 

If you want Hie 
cover at a price chat 
won’t shock you, call 
Direct Line today. 



DIRECT LINE 
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0845 1000 233 


GALL ANYTIME Bam to! 
and 9am to 5pm i 
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Aristotelian banalities from the tubby Guru of St Pancras 


G iven the London con¬ 
stituency nursed by 
Frank Dobson (Hd- 
bom & St Pancras) it is certain 
that he represents many 
Greeks. Were Aristotle alive 
and living in England Mr 
Dobson would probably be his 
Member of Parliament 
With his hospitable manner, 
grey beard and penchant for 
mellow philosophising, the 

Health Secretary may be un¬ 
consciously tuned to the wave¬ 
length of his constituents' most 
distinguished ancestor. 

As to the wisdom of the 
Ancients. 1 sometimes wonder 


what all the excitement was 
about "We praise the man,” 
said Aristotle, “who is angiy 
on the right grounds, against 
the right persons, in the right 
manner, at the right moment 
and for the right length of 
time" — a remark of quite 
stunning banality. 

As to the wisdom of Mr 
Dobson ... well, perhaps he 
has been reading the 
Nichomachean Ethlaft At 
Health Questions yesterday, 
the cockney sage suddenly 
Launched into sub-Aristotelian 
discourse so circular and trite 
that the Master must have 


been applauding horn some 
ghostly olive grove in the 
heavens. “The tiling we’ve got 
to aim for in drug prescrip¬ 
tion,” said the tubby luminary 
of the EuSton Road, “is that the 
right patient gets the right 
drug in the right quantity at 
the right time." 

Paul Flynn (Lab, Newport 
W), who is usually right, and 
who was concerned that the 
elderly in nursing hones are 
being drugged . into 
zombiedom with neuroleptic 
drugs doled out like fruit gums, 
on the National Health Ser¬ 
vice, rocked back on his heels. 



gobsmacked by the minister's 
insight It was all so simple, 
now Frank put it tins way! 

But Dobson had more. “And 
that patients are not over- 
prescribed. nor under-pre¬ 
scribed ..." the phflospher 
paused, “nor fail to get any 
prescription at alL" 

That seemed to cover it The' 
St Pancras guru soiled back 
into his seat, modestly pleased 


with his epos. And got away 
with it There is something 
irresistible about the direct¬ 
ness of the Health Secretary. 
From his tips even a great 
clanking steam-loco of a plati¬ 
tude like that somehow reas¬ 
sures . And the mare so 
because, when this minister 
does have something to say, he 
says it — and no messing. 
Moments later, responding to 


the Liberal Democrats’ Bob 
Russell (Colchester), one of 
those characters who looks as 
though he wears Disney ties at 
Christmas, Dobson delivered 
himself of the (on reflection 
astonishing) view that “there 
isn’t a substantial body of 
opinion in the Labour Party 
that wants a substantial 
change to the NHS." 

His judgmaits hit the 
House vtith a sort of diud. 
Julian Lewis (C. New Fbrest) 
raised a problem: rape in new 
mixed-sex wards in NHS hos¬ 
pitals. This sketch is relieved 
to tell you that Mr Lewis was 


Brown defends 
timetable for 
monetaiy union 


SIMON WALKER 


GORDON BROWN yester¬ 
day brushed aside a warning 
from MPs that it would be 
impossible to judge the suc¬ 
cess of monetaiy union for at 
least five years after its start in 
1099. 

The Chancellor of the Ex¬ 
chequer underlined his det¬ 
ermination to stick to his 
timetable amid disarray on 
the Labour-dominated Trea¬ 
sury and Civil Service Com¬ 
mittee. In spite of its clear pro- 
European majority, the 
committee gave Eurosceptics a 
substantial boost by suggest¬ 
ing that Mr Brown will not be 
in a position to make a 
judgment on the tests he has 
set for membership until well 
into the next Parliament 

However, the Chancellor, 
speaking in London, reiterat¬ 
ed that the Government had 
committed itself in principle to 
monetary union and to begin 
preparations that would allow 
it to make a decision, subject to 
a referendum, early in the next 
Parliament. “Our strategy is to 
and then deride,” he 


prepare 

said. 


The report said that it would 
not be possible “to judge 
dearly and unambiguously 
either the sucoess of EMU or 
tire answer to all of the 
Chancellors five tests for at 
least five years". 

Pro-Europeans, including 
the committee diairman Giles 
Radice. accused sceptics of 
deliberately misinterpreting 
that sentence to mean that the 
committee was recommend¬ 
ing that Britain should not 
enter for five years, whereas 
what it was actually saying 
was that it was not possible to 
make an unambiguous risk¬ 
free decision within that time. 

They pointed out that in the 
very next sentence in the 
report they had marie plain 
that the decision world have 
to be made on a political as 


The Chancellor 
is defying calls 
for a rethink from 
a Labour-led 
committee, writes 
Philip Webster 

well as economic assessment 
of the balance of national 
advantage. 

Peter Lilley, the Shadow 
Chancellor, eagerly seized on 
the report It was. he said, a 
massive rebuff to the Govern¬ 
ment's hope of bouncing Brit¬ 
ain into EMU soon after the 
next general election, were 
Labour to win. “This cross- 
party report shows that it 
would be impossible to know 
that the present obstacles to 
joining EMU had disap¬ 
peared for at least five years. 
The Conservative party be¬ 
lieves that we should keep the 
pound and intends to oppose 
joining the euro at the next 
election, subject to the agree¬ 
ment of party members nearer 
the time." 

The report comes as Euro- 

K Union leaders prepare 
ext weekend's summit, at 
which they will confirm the 
first-wave membership of the 
single currency. 

They are trying to avoid it 
being overshadowed by the 
bitter row over the presidency 
of the European Central Bank. 
Mr Blair, as president of the 
EU, is trying to broker a 
compromise that will see Wim 
Duisenberg. the Dutch chief of 
the European Monetary Insti¬ 
tute. heading the bank for four 
years and then handing over 
to the French choice, Jean- 
Qaude Trichet, Governor of 


the Bank of France. Yesterday 
he spoke to Helmut Kohl and 
he is expected to have further 
conversations this week with 
Jacques Chirac and, on Fri¬ 
day, with Wim Kok, the Dutch 
Prime Minister. 

Yesterday, William Hague 
said that Mr Blair should step 
in to stop a fudged single 
currency being launched. "My 
guess is that he will duck the 
derision and leave the people 
and businesses of Europe to 
pick up the pieces. The Tory 
party's view is that we should 
see whether the single curren¬ 
cy works in good times and 
bad before we consider 
joining." 

The committee's conclusion 
on the timescale for judging 
success overshadowed its oth¬ 
er conclusions, which were 
strongly pro-European in 
tone. It called for the prepara¬ 
tion of a national changeover 
plan to give greater certainty 
for the measures dial would 
be needed in the event of 
Britain deciding to join. It said 
that if the Government derid¬ 
ed in favour of joining it 
should produce a fatal report 
containing a “comparative as¬ 
sessment of the consequences 
of entry and of staying out in 
the long term". 

This should Cake info ac¬ 
count the exchange rate, given 
the current high value of 
sterling, but also unemploy¬ 
ment and welfare systems. It 
also expressed concern at a 
“lade of precision” in Mr 
Brown’s economic tests, which 
Sir Michael Spicer, a Tory 
committee member and Euro- 
sceptic, described as a 
“sham”. Another Conservative 
Euro-sceptic, SirTeddy Taylor 
added: "The tests are a load of 
codswallop and just a means 
of buying some time until the 
circumstances are right to 
make this catastrophic 
judgment." 



Fay Selvan receiving her award yesterday 

Prince gives hope 
to deprived areas 


By Alexandra Frean 


THE Prince of Wales yester¬ 
day promised to support the 
regeneration of 47 deprived 
areas through his charity 
Business in the Community. 

He said that the charity had 
identified 40 areas in Eng¬ 
land. two in Wales and five in 
Northern Ireland where it 
hoped to encourage regenera¬ 
tion partnerships between the 
public ami private sectors. As 
a first step, he said, business 
leaders would be taken on 
“Seeing Is Believing" tours 
around some of the sites. 

The Prince was speaking in 


Aendnon aL the .11th annual 
Community Enterprise 
Awards run by the charity 
and sponsored by The Times 
and NatWest The Charles 
Douglas-Home Award for a 
large project went to Mark 
Gale of the Matson Neigh¬ 
bourhood Project in Glouces¬ 
ter. Fay Seivan won the 
runner-up prize for her run¬ 
ning of two community health 
centres in Hume, Man¬ 
chester. The award for a small 
scheme went to Susan 
Darbys hire of the Threefietd 
Childcare Project in Wigan. 


Labour 
rejects call 
on paper 
prices 

By Jill Sherman. Chief ' 
Political Correspondent 

THE Trade Minister. Ian 
McCartney, has made it clear 
that the Government has no 
intention of legislating against 
newspapers which set a low 
cover price. In a letter in The 
Times today he rejects a 
liberal Democrat amendment 
to the Competition Bill, car¬ 
ried in the Lords. 

The Government has previ¬ 
ously said the amendment, 
tabled by Liberal Democrat 
peer Lord McNatiy was Tin- 
workable and unnecessary." 
But there had been specula¬ 
tion that Margaret Beckett, 
the President of the Board of 
Trade, would come up with a 
new compromise amendment 
in the face of a growing 
rebellion of Labour MPs. 

The amendment, which has 
been drawn up in league until 
The Independent newspaper 
is mainly directed at 77ie 
Times's pricing policy and 
several Labour MPs have 
voiced concern about the Tony 
Blair's apparently dose rela¬ 
tionship with Rupert Mur¬ 
doch, chairman and chief 
executive of The News Corpo¬ 
ration, ultimate owner of The 
Times. 

In his letter today Mr 
McCartney, who was chal¬ 
lenged by Lord McNally to 
explain why his amendment 
was unworkable says the ef¬ 
fect of the amendment would 
be to inhibit genuine 
competition. 

"It is no secret that the 
amendment is hopelessly un¬ 
clear on such matters as how 
the market dominance would 
be assessed under the new 
prohibition, which companies 
would be covered, and what 
sorts of business or editorial 
practices would be banned,” 
writes Mr McCartney. 

He argues that the Competi¬ 
tion Bill already contains new 
powers from which newspa¬ 
pers would not be exempt 


Letters, page 19 


Patten says he will be honoured 
to chair RUC reforms for peace 


By Martin Fletcher 
CHIEF IRELAND CORRESPONDENT 

CHRIS PATTEN said last night that he 
would be "honoured" to chair the inde¬ 
pendent commission charged with reform 
of the Royal Ulster Constabulary provid¬ 
ed the new peace agreement is approved 
in next month's referendum. 

“As a former Northern Ireland minister 
who cares deeply about the future of the 
Province and who strongly supports the 
Good Friday agreement. I would obvious¬ 
ly want to do anything ! could to help 
support all those people who have been so 
brave in reaching this very important 
agreement,” the former Tory party chair¬ 
man told the BBC from America. 

The Ulster Unionist Party, the national¬ 
ist Social {Democratic and Labour Party 
and the Police Federation welcomed the 
selection of a man with stature, experi¬ 
ence and knowledge of Northern Ireland. 


Sinn Fein declined to comment The only 
outright hostility came from Unionist 
opponents of the agreement who consid¬ 
ered the appointment of Hong Kong’s last 
governor sadly apt. Willie Thompson, a 
dissident UUP MP. said: “Most Unionists 
will remember Mr Patten as he stood 
lowering the Union Jack on Hong Kong. 
What we find in Northern Ireland is that 
the British government are slowly but 
surely lowering the flag “ 

Mr Patten, a Catholic, is well remem¬ 
bered in a province where he served as a 
junior minister from 1983 io 1985. though 
he antagonised some Unionists by allow¬ 
ing Londonderry city council to drop the 
'London' from its name. 

Sinn Fein is demanding the complete 
disbandment of the 13,000-strong RUC. 
The SDLP wants it radically reformed. 
The force is more than 90 per cent 
Protestant. Of necessity, it patrols the 
streets in armoured vehicles. Its historical 


baggage ranges from excesses during the 
early civil rights demonstrations to mis¬ 
treatment of suspects and the controver¬ 
sial use of supergrasses. 

But Unionists consider the commission 
a sop to republicans, and fear it will 
undermine the effectiveness of a force that 
has, in the words of its own chief 
constable, provided a “bulwark between 
anarchy and disorder" over 30 years of 
conflict. It has lost 277 officers. 

The commission will have about six 
expert members, some foreign, and is to 
present proposals by the summer of 1999 
for "future policing structures and ar¬ 
rangements". Crucially, those arrange¬ 
ments must command "widespread 
community support". A recent BBC poll 
showed no less than 66 per cent of 
Catholics wanted the RUC replaced by a 
new force, though more detailed surveys 
suggest most are content with the day-to- 
day service it provides. 


Mary Bell book 


Continued from page I 
was acquitted while Mary was 
convicted of manslaughter on 
the ground of diminished re¬ 
sponsibility. She was released 
from prison on licence in 1980. 
when she was 22. and now 
lives in anonymity in the 
North EasL 

Ms Sereny, who wrote the 
definitive account of the 
killings and Bell's subsequent 
trial in The Case of Mary Bell. 
says that she had hoped for 18 
years to write this book. “She 
tells us what she did and what 
she felt, what was done to her 
and also for her, and what she 
became.” 

But nine M Ps called yester¬ 
day for the book to be banned. 
Lindsay Hqyle, Labour MP 
for Chorley. who tabled the 
early day motion calling for 
ihe ban. said: "I am disgusted 
Mary Bell is able to profit 
from these horrific murders. It 


is extremely insulting to the 
parents of the victims to see 
that die person convicted of 
killing their child is allowed to 
cash in on their atrocities." 

Ms Sereny has admitted 
paying Bell for her co-opera¬ 
tion. but has refused to say 
how much. Hilary Rubin¬ 
stein, who acted as Bell's 
literary agent, said yesterday 
that his ctienl intended to use 
the money to give her daugh¬ 
ter a better start in life than 
she had. 

He said: "I believe that 
Mary Bell is deserving of our 
sympathy for the sustained 
cruelties of her early years 
when so much might have 
been done to deflect or allevi¬ 
ate her suffering" 

He discloses that while he 
had given his commission to 
charity. Bell felt that she was 
entitled to the money for her 
daughter. 


against it. You cannot always 
be sure with these wild new 
Tories. . , 

"Well it's news to me about 
new mixed wards being 
opened." came Dobson’s flat 
retort, “and if it's true 111 put a 
stop to it." 

We are not used to ministers 
speaking like this. “The people 
of this country are sick to 
death of NHS waiting lists," 
he advised MPS. Hm. 

His Minister of State, Alan 
Milbum. is as smooth as 
Dobson is hairy, and rather 
pleased with himself. 

A posh Geordie of the Jack 


Cunningham school of diction 
and comportment f’the whofe 
puerpose of consewehing 
pairshents ...”) he all but 
purred as Melanie Johnson 
(Lab. Welwyn Hatfield) 
lobbed a humdinger of an 
inquiry his way. “Would njy 
hon friend like to confirm the 
very excellent speech made by 
our Rt hon friend jwhich wasj 
a very well-received and excel¬ 
lent speech?" 

Ouch! That would have 
stumped Aristotle. But "noi 
Milbum. 

“My hon friend is absolute 

ly right.” he drawled. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Hostels close doors 
to sex offenders 

At least 10 per cent of the 101 probation hostels in England 
and Wales have barred sex offenders from their premises 
and others are refusing to take offenders from outside their 
area. Graham Smith. Chief Inspector of Probation, said it 
had become increasingly difficult to find accommodation 
for sex offenders since the release from jail of the 
paedophiles Robert Oliver and Sidney Cooke. "It is 
event uall y going to be very hard, if not impossible, to find 
somewhere to place them,” he said. 

Hostels were refusing to take sex offenders “not because 
they cannot handle them or cope with them, but because 
they fear the consequences from the local community doing 
something very stupid to the hostel and the staff”, he said. 

Mr Smith was speaking at the Home Office at the 
publication of a report that disclosed that in 19% the Pro¬ 
bation Service was dealing with 4338 sex offenders in jail 
and 4.753 in the community, of which 430 were in probation 
hostels. 

Drugs ‘help salmonella’ 

Antibiotics fed to animals to make them grow are to blame 
for the spread of salmonella, the Soil Association says today 
in evidence to the Commons Agricultural Committee’s 
inquiry into food safety. The pro-organic pressure group 
says that the growth-promoting antibiotics kill beneficial 
bacteria in animals* intestines with which the salmonella 
normally has to compete, and that successive governments 
acted unwisely in licensing antibiotics. 

Two boys killed by fall 

Two boys were killed when the wall of a derelict house 
collapsed on them yesterday morning. A third boy. aged 15. 
escaped unhurt and raised the alarm. Gavin Glover. 15 and 
Steven Coleman, 11. were killed. The wall 4ft 6in high and 
2ft thick, weighed more than I'z tonnes. They had been 
playing near the 60-year-old building, an old communal 
wash house, on waste land dose to a housing estate where 
they lived in Kemsley, near Sittingboume. Kent 

Waterfront assembly 

The Welsh assembly is to havea waterfront position dose to 
Cardiff’s historic Pierhead building. The decision was 
announced yesterday by Ron Davies, the Welsh Secretary, 
who said the site looked outwards to the world and “would 
be the focus for Wales’s future and make a bold statement 
about our aspirations as a nation”. The Welsh Office has 
budgeted EI7 million for the construction of an assembly 
chamber and committee rooms. 

Lowiy stolen in daylight 

A painting by L S. Lowry has been stolen in daylight from 
the Sunderland Museum and Art Gallery while the 
building was open to the public. Although a guard is said to 
have been on duty in the room, the thief was able to unscrew 
the picture without anyone noticing. Young Man, which 
measures Tin by 4in, was painted in 1965 and valued at 
about £10.000. It had been on loan from a private collector 
who was said to be “devastated” by the theft. 

Classical triumph 

A classical music tdevison 
programme based on the 
cellist Yo Yo Ma (right) won 
the Go/den Rose of Mon- 
treux Award. Yo Yo Ma In¬ 
spired by Bach was made 
by a Canadian company 
and shown on BBC2. The 
BBCs Harry Enfield and 
Chums won a Silver Rose 
for the third year running. 

The sitcom category was 
won by the BBCs spoof 
documentary Operation 
Good Guys. 

Police dog is cleared 

A champion police dog was cleared by three Court of Appeal 
judges over an incident when it bit a piece out of a drunken 
suspect's ear. The dog bit Andrew Pollard after police found 
youths vandalising street lights in Gomersal, West 
Yorkshire. Last year Mr Pollard was awarded £4.600 after 
he had plastic surgery for severe lacerations. The judges 
said releasing the dog to catch drunken suspects was nofan 
unlawful and excessive use of force. 



Space craft. 

The new Audi A6 Avant Never, in the history of estate cars, have so many technological advancements come with such a generous amount of space. 

For a brochure or rest drive details, call 0345 B99 777. 
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Harrow master ‘stole 

school trip money’ 


A HARROW schoolmaster 
who organised foreign trips 
for his pupils stole £36.000 
from parents to pay his chil¬ 
dren’s school fees and his 
mongage, a court was told 
yesterday. 

Pfcter Jackson. 35. stole the 
money after descending into a 
spiral of debt and then tried 
desperately to cover his tracks, 
it was alleged at Wood Green 
Crown Court in North 
London. Mr Jackson, who 
taught geography at the 
school for eight years, collect¬ 
ed thousands of pounds from 
parents to pay for trips to 
India, Florida, South Africa 
and the Himalayas. 

Michael Logsdon, for the 
prosecution, told how the 
teacher, who was said to be 
highly regarded at the school, 
got into financial difficulties 
while organising a trip to 
Tanzania for 22 boys in the 
summer holidays of 1995. 

During that spring and 
summer, as money rolled in 
for the £1.985-a-head trip. Mr 
Jackson withdrew thousands 
of pounds to pay for his 
children's school fees and a 
mortgage on his house in 
Charminster. Dorset, which 
had fallen into arrears after 
renovation work. Mr Logsdon 
added: “Over a period of 
months money was stolen in 
cash, cheques or transferred 
between his own accounts. 
The money belonged to the 
parents, not Jackson, but he 
treated it as his own.” 

Mr Jackson, who denied 12 
charges of theft and two of 
forgery and deception, alleg¬ 
edly resorted to more and 
more desperate measures to 
cover his theft including set¬ 
ting up a bogus company. 

in August 1995. after return¬ 
ing from Tanzania. Mr Jack- 
son was facing legal action 
from a travel company. 


Geography teacher took £36,000 
from funds for pupils’ foreign 
expeditions, writes Peter Foster 



Sponculii5 Lid, for failure to 
pay an outstanding debt of 
£41300 for the trip. Five 
months later Mr Jackson was 
arrested and cautioned in the 
headmaster's study. Police 
seized documents from his 
school accommodation, where 
investigators foun 
incriminating 
ments. bogus re¬ 
ceipts and a let¬ 
ter in which Mr 
Jackson asked a 
leather recruit¬ 
ment agency for 
details of a depu¬ 
ty headmaster's 
post in Sao Pau¬ 
lo, BraaL Mr 
Logsdon said: 

“Brazil may be a 
great place to 
pursue a teach¬ 
ing career, but 
the Crown say it 
would also have 
been a thorough¬ 
ly convenient 
place for he and 
his family to be 
employed, well 
out of reach of 
the school, the 
headmaster and 
the bursar who 
were chasing 
him for £36,000r 
Mr Jackson set up a joint 
bank account with his wife in 
April 1995 at a local branch of 
the Halifax Building Society to 
bank monies for the trip to 
Tanzania, it was alleged. Par¬ 
ents were told that the expedi¬ 
tion. to dimb Mount 
Kilimanjaro and visit Zanzi¬ 
bar. would provide character- 


building experiences valued 
by university admissions tu¬ 
tors. Parents were asked to 
send a cheque for £300 as a 
deposit made out to 
P.J. Jackson. Zanzibar 
Account. 

Mr Jackson ignored 

from the school 
tehael Liddiard. and 
the headmaster. 
Nicholas 
Bomford, hat he 
was in danger of 
mixing personal 
and school fi¬ 
nances. Mr Jack- 
son was docked 
£99 from his sal¬ 
ary by the bursar 
after he fell be¬ 
hind on his ac- 
■ count at the 
school bookshop. 

In March 1995. 
three months be¬ 
fore the party 
was due to leave 
Britain for Zanzi¬ 
bar. Mr Jackson 
had received 
over £36.000 
from parents, the 
prosecution 
claimed. But on 
March 26 state- 
ments showed 
the balance of the 
Zanzibar account was £1838. 
The trip went off successfully, 
but not before Mr Jackson was 
met at Heathrow cm his depar¬ 
ture by the travel agent de¬ 
manding payment for the 
expedition. Mr Jackson 
blamed the late payment of 
some parents, but promised 
that the account would be 


6 Money 
belonged to 
the parents, 
but he 
treated it as 
his own? 

Peter Jackson 


Goliath clashes 
with Piranha at 
the singles dub 


By Helen Johnstone 


A NAVY lieutenant nick¬ 
named Goliath hit a woman 
air force officer in the face 
after she slapped him at a 
forces singles club on the 
Falkland Islands, a court mar¬ 
tial heard-. lieutenant Clive 
Clifford, 37, was said to have 
touched foe bottom of Flight 
Lieutenant Emma Lloyd, 
whose club nickname was 
.^Piranha. 

The dub known as the 
FISHE — the Falkland- Is¬ 
lands Sunday Hospitality Ex¬ 
ecutive — hosted get-togethers 
in an officers’ mess. Members 
were given nicknames by col¬ 
leagues and had to abide by a 
code of behaviour that includ¬ 
ed alcoholic fines, feeding each 
other and eating without 
cutlery. 

The court martial in Ports¬ 
mouth was told that Lieuten¬ 
ant Clifford was involved in 
two altercations with the 
woman member. 

Lieutenant Commander An¬ 
drei Spence, for the prosecu¬ 
tion, said a large amount of 
alcohol had been consumed at 
a dinner on the night of the 
alleged assault, last October, 
i lieutenant Clifford had 
downed a glass of brandy, a 
bottle of wine and two glasses 
of port. He grabbed Lieuten¬ 
ant Lloyd’s wrist, requesting 
she sit on his lap. 

“She broke his grip and said 
she didn't sit on laps and went 
hack to the bar." he said. “She 
was standing there when she 
felt a hand on her buttock. She 
turned'round and saw Clifford 
and asked if he had touched 
her. She said she would slap 
him if he did it again. She felt a 
hand on her body, turned 


. • .. ■ «« 

round and slapped the person 
behind her, which was Clif¬ 
ford- He punched her in the 
cheek and the blow knocked 
her backwards, causing pain." 

Lieutenant Upyd suffered 
redness and swelling to her 
right cheek, in evidence she 
said she felt justified in slap¬ 
ping Lieutenant Clifford, who 
in turn complained of being 
assaulted after suffering a cut 
to his lip. He was attested two 
days later and admitted ap¬ 
proaching lieutenant Lloyd 
and putting his hand on her 
hip to attract her attention. He 
denies charges of drunken¬ 
ness and assault claiming he 
raised his arm in self-defence. 

lieutenant Clifford, who 
has served with HMS War¬ 
rior, was stationed at Mount 
Pleasant airfield in the Falk- 
lands but is now based in 
Northwood, Middlesex. 

The court martial continues 
today. 



Lloyd: said she felt that 
slap was justified 


Nurse who 
swore at 
man, 91, 
struck off 

. By Michael Horsnell 

AN. ABUSIVE male nurse 
who taunted a blind and 
disabled 9I-year-o!d man in a 
nursing home was trapped by 
a voice-activated tape recorder 
hidden by his daughter, a 
disciplinary hearing was told 
yesterday. 

Roy Ripley. 38. a nurse at 
die High Grove nursing home 
in Alderiey Edge, Cheshire, 
was removed front the register 
after bong found guilty of two 
charges of abuse by the UK 
Central Council for Nursing. 
Midwifery and Health Visit¬ 
ing. The hearing in London 
was told that Dorothy 
Mellersh concealed foe device 
in her fathers room. 

Rosemary Rollason, council 
solicitor, told its professional 
conduct committee — which 
listened to the recordings — 
that Mrs MeQersh and her 
husband admitted her father 
to the home because be needed 
24-hour care after a stroke. 

They were shocked when 
they heard Mr Ripley uttering 
a string of abuse, including 
four-letter words. The resident 
was registered blind and had 
a severe hearing impairment 
Although Mr A was immobile, 
Mr Ripley refused to take him 
tb foe lavatory. 

Mr A became increasingly 
distressed and because he 
could not explain what was 
wrong, his daughter hid the 
tape recorder in his room. The 
tapes disclosed Mr Ripley 
swearing repeatedly to a care 
assistant and shouting at Mr 
A. Mrs Mellersh moved her 
father to another home but he 
died four days later. 

Mr Ripley was convicted in 
his absence. 



Calm kidnap victim puts 
knifeman to sleep in car 


CALMNESS and quidc- 
thinkmg taught her by foe 
Women's Royal Voluntary 
Service saved Janet Aram the 
day she was kidnapped at 
knifepoint by a drug-crazed 


He forced her into her <ar 
1 and ordered her at knifepoint 
to drive for 70 miles looking 

for a quarry in which to tie her 

up and dump her. But as they 
drove around Mrs Aram, 
notions he was sleepy from 
f the drugs he had taken, 
turned up the car heater and 
talked gently to her kidnapper 
until he fell asleep- 
Mrs Aram. 64. a former 


By Simon de Bruxelles 

distri ct councillor from Som¬ 
erset and a stalwart of the 
local Conservative party, said 
yesterday after her assailant 
was jailed for her ordeal on 
January 2& “I thought he was 
going to kill me anti dump my 

body. “1 saw that he was 
starting to nod a little bit and 1 
turned up the beating hoping 
he would fall asleep. 

“I started driving gently 

and started talking to him m a 

gentle voice about his drug 
addiction in foe hope he 
would go to sleep. Finally he 
did. I then drove on to find 
somewhere safe where I could 
stop. I remember thinking at 


least I would be in some sort 
of control when he told me I 
had to drive the car. 

“He seemed to have been 
taking drugs and and I had 
no idea what effect they 
would have on him. He said 
he was going to take me to a 
quarry where I would be tied 

up and left but l didn't really 

believe him.” 

The dozing drug addict 
awoke only when police airi- 
ved to arrest him. Lee Martin, 
from Frome. Somerset was 
sentenced at Bristol Crown 
Court to 10 years in jail for 
kidnap and aggravated 
burglary. 


settled on his return or by his 
wife, Carrie, in his absence. 
On the trip, the court was told. 
Mr Jackson resorted to bor¬ 
rowing money off foe boys. 

When he returned from 
Zanzibar in August and the 
outstanding £41300 was still 
not paid. Mr Jackson, the 
schoolteacher whose wife was 
fil. began to face increasing 
pressure over the whereabouts 
of the money. 

When his promise to pay on 
September 30 was not 
honoured. Mr Logsdon said, 
Mr Jackson set up a bogus 
company. Adventure Corpora¬ 
tion Ltd, with a fictitious 
director, using headed notepa- 
per and a bank account. 

When the headmaster de¬ 
manded full accounts for the 
Zanzibar trip in October. Mr 
Jackson claimed he could not 
provide them because they 
were with Adventure Corpora¬ 
tion. which operated through 
a business answering service 
based in Devon. 

Mr Jackson even produced 
forged receipts thath purport¬ 
ed to show that he had sent all 
the parents money to 'Rory 
MacDonald, the fictitious 
managing director of Adven¬ 
ture Corporation. 

His deception. Mr Logsdon 
added, was amateur because 
the value of the receipts ex¬ 
ceeded the £41300 that Mr 
Jackson should have received 
from foe parents: “Perhaps it 
explains why Mr Jackson was 
a geography and not a mathe¬ 
matics teacher,” he added. 

Mr Jackson continued his 
attempted deception to the 
end. claiming to police that he 
had the money safe in an 
offshore bank account which 
also did not exist 
After his arrest. Mr Jackson 
was dismissed from his post at 
the school. 

The case continues. 
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Keiko Holmes displaying the insignia of her honorary OBE yesterday 


Japanese 
mediator 
honoured 
by Queen 

By Alan Hamilton 


THE award by foe Queen 
yesterday of an honorary 
OBE to a Japanese woman 
who reconciles former Brit¬ 
ish prisoners of war and their 
captors has divided veterans 
of foe Far East campaign. 

Keiko Holmes. 50. of Croy¬ 
don, South London, who is 
the widow of a Briton, re¬ 
ceived her decoration at a 
private ceremony at Windsor 
Castle. There was an audi¬ 
ence of former PoWs and 
their families. The award 
was given on the recommen¬ 
dation of foe Foreign Office; 
anxious that Emperor Akihi - 
to should have a smooth state 
visit to London next month. 

Mrs Holmes spent half an 
hour talking to the Queen 
and the Duke of Edinburgh 
about her work. Over foe 
past seven years she has 
organised pilgrimages to Ja¬ 
pan for more than 100 ex- 
POWs and their relatives 
and has brought Japanese to 
London for an annual service 
of reconciliation. 

Mrs Holmes, an evangeli¬ 
cal Christian, said yesterday 
that the award was a tribute 
to prisoners who went 
through a hard life and were 
looking forward in a positive 
and courageous way. “it is 
also a recognition of the 
Japanese people who are 
helping to beai wounds." 

Arthur Titherington. 77, 
chairman of foe 10,000- 
strong Japanese Labour 
Camp Survivors' Associ¬ 
ation, which plans silent 
protests in support of its 
campaign for compensation 
from Toltyo, said he did not 
agree with Mrs Holmes’s 
approach. 

Leading article, page 19 
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Rape case PC ‘a success with women’ 



Blott said he prefei 
fun of one-night sta 


By Paul Wilkinson 

A POLICEMAN who denies two 
charges of rape and four of indecent 
assault said yesterday that he often 
chatted up women while on the beat- 

“If I saw any lady whom 1 thought 
was attractive I would make inqui¬ 
ries about taking her out” PC John 
Blott told Leeds Crown Court "I like 
talking to all women but 1 like taking 
the pretty ones out." 

Asked by Anne Rafferty, QC, his 
counsel: "Are you a successful chap 
in taking women out?" He replied: 
‘Yes." 

Miss Rafferty. "Do you tend to 
have long relationships or are they 
one-night stands?" 

PC Blott "More likely one-night 


stands, it's more fun that way." 

PC Blott, 33. has denied the rapes 
and assaults allegedly earned out at 
his home in New Marske, Teesside, 
between 1993 and 1995. He daims 
that sexual relations had been with 
the women's consent 
He would use different techniques 
to talk to the women he met 
“whatever the circumstances re¬ 
quired," he said.-'Thafs the fun of it" 
PC Blott said that a 16-year-old girl 
who he allegedly raped had asked 
him for his phone number. Miss 
Rafferty asked him: “You are a chap 
who can spot when any lady likes 
you?” He answered: “Yes Ma'am, 
there are certain signs." On this 
occasion, he said, “i sensed the 
vibrations, that she liked me." He 


claimed they went for a walk and she 
offered him sex. "1 was happy to 
oblige,” he said. 

ln July 1994 he chatted to a 
Middlesbrough woman from an 
Italian background after canyng out 
a check of her car while on duty. "She 
was lovely, n he said. "She looked a 
fiery Italian girl. 1 said ‘you look like 
a stunning Scorpio to me'." 

When she arrived for the date that 
flight she looked "really nice", he 
said. ‘She was 6ft tall, dark skin, 
masses of lipstick, a shock of black 
curly hair and legs that went up to 
her shoulder blades. She was 
stunning." 

But back at his house she at first 
resisted his attempts to fondle her. 
Later when he tried to undo her jeans 


she told him: "You wont like what 
you will find down there." PC Blott 
said: “Thai really got me going. I 
thought what have 1 gone and done? 
Have 1 pulled a man?" 

Then he saw it was a tattoo on her 
stomach of a devil. "1 laughed at her," 
he said. “She didn’t like that and hit 
me hard in the solar plexus. 1 1 caused 
me a great deal of pain. Effectively 
that was the end of the evening." 

He denied that the blow she struck 
was a knee in the groin after he had 
tried to grope her three times and 
been stopped. 

Oi the second allegation of rape, in 
March 1995. involving a garage 
receptionist, he claimed the woman 
had wanted him to take her out and 
give her a good time because she was 


bored with her job and upset with her 
boyfriend. “She was more than 
willing to go out with me. she was 
definitely a player," he said. I 
intended to wine and dine her ana 
see what developed." 

When he picked her up he said she 
looked “stunning". She wore a leath¬ 
er jacket zipped to the neck, ‘a very, 
very short" dolly dress, black tights 
and knee-lengih high-heeled boots. 
Later he saw that her dress had a 
strap top “which barely covered her 
nipples" and she was not wearing a 
bra. 

He claimed that on the way home 
she agreed they would have sex. She 
was happy, more than happy to do it" 
he said. 

The trial continues. 


Bar leaps to defence 
of QCs with attack 
on ‘false’ pay figures 


THE top-earning legal aid 
lawyers in the Government's 
"fat car list yesterday hit back 
with detailed and swift rebut¬ 
tals. They denounced the fig¬ 
ures as misleading, inaccurate 
and “plain wrong". 

in a skilful PR move, the 
Bar was ready with a re¬ 
searched response over the 
Government* highest paid 40 
barristers, who claimed that 
in many cases costs had been 
recovered from the losing side. 

The figures are certain to 
bolster the Government’s case 
to scrap civil legal aid in 
personal injury cases. But the 
legal profession yesterday 
made intense efforts to dis¬ 
credit the figures — a sign of 
the increasing tension be¬ 
tween the two sides over legal 
aid reform. 

One QC. David Allan, cal¬ 
culated that out of the £319.919 
paid to him in 1996-97. only 
£28,000 would not be recov¬ 
ered from the defendants. The 
Legal Aid Board would recoup 
more than 91 per cent of its 
outlay. 

Stephen Irwin, QC. listed as 
earning between £190,000 and 
£229.000, said that he could 
identify only one lost case 
from the list The “great 
majority" of cases weresettled 
or won; he' says? ' 

Some figures, the Bar said, 
were “just plain wrong". Mal¬ 
colm Swift. QC feted as 


Frances Gibb 

reports on 
claims that 
many fees were 

utat 

paid by the 
losing side 

earning more than £500.000, 
said the figure included more 
than £180,000 listed in last 
year's figures, although the 
Lord QianoeUor’s Depart¬ 
ment did put a star by his total 
as including earlier payments. 

In the case of Andrew 
Trollope. QC. the amounts 
listed as his earnings, 
£270.000 to £319.999, were not 
received in 1996-97 but over 
three financial years. The Bar 
added that the figures includ¬ 
ed VAT and were closer to 
turnover than earnings, in¬ 
cluding costs incurred. 

The department acknowl¬ 
edged in its parliamentary 
answer that “any payment to a 
barriser in the year 1996-97 
could well reflect payments for 
several years’ work and 
should not be seen as a 
measurement of annual 
.jincome". 

But the impact of the figures 


is still likely to attract public 
support for the laying of 
regulations in July to remove 
civil legal aid in personal 
injury cases. 

□ TheLaw Society published 
research yesterday that ap¬ 
peared to undermine recent 
government studies showing 
that law firms would make a 
living out of "no win. no 
Fee" work. 

The research, by Sheffield 
University, also concludes 
that people with difficult or 
complex personal injury 
claims will find it hard to find 
a solicitor prepared to take die 
risk of taking their claim on a 
"no win. no fee" basis. 

Such work is suitable for 
routine personal injury work 
such as road accidents and 
simple accidents in the work¬ 
place. But the arrangements 
would not work for other 
kinds of personal injury 
claims, such as medical negli¬ 
gence. industrial disease and 
complex accidents at work — 
cases "where considerable in¬ 
vestigations need to be made 
before it is possible whether to 
decide to take the case on". 

Solicitors do not believe that 
poor clients could themselvs 
afford the initial costs or 
insurance premiums needed 
to cover the risk of losing and 
being held liable for the 
other side’s costs, the report 
says..- 



Martin Day. Ronald Ttawaites, QC, and Michael HAL QC 

Big figures are ‘plain wrong’ 


TOP 20 BARRISTERS 

Over £500,000 

Akin Jones QC; Malcolm Swift QC*I 
£450-489,000 

Peter Rook QC; Elizabeth Lawson 
QC; Stephen Batten QC; Anthony 
Artldge QC: Michael HH QC 
£400-448,000 

Ronald Thwaites QC; Andrew Trol¬ 
lope QC; Stuart Stevens*' 
£350-399.000 

Oliver Blunt QC; Stephen Leslie QC; 

Winston Roddick QC; Peter 

Fete berg CQ; Timothy Raggatt QC; 

Anthony Berry CO; Miss Clara 

Montgomery 

£329-3494)00 

Potcr DovJq "* 

Patrick Harrington QC; J Richard¬ 
son 

'The department was wabte to 
confirm the figures with the incSviduat 
concerned. 

fThis witi indude some, payments 
previously punbished tor'1995/96. 

Over £320,000 

H. David R. Hood; John B.W. 
McOormefl QC; Oanief J. Brennan 


TOP EARNERS 


QC 

£270-319,999 

C. David ABan QC; Richard Maxwell 
QC: Judith M.F. Parker QC*; Mich¬ 
ael G. Bloch; Philip J. Hoser; 
Andrew OJ-I. TroBope QC 
£230-169^99 

Ian G.F. Karstan QC. Joanna 

Dodson QC 

£190-229,000 

ABan E Levy QC; Alastair J.D. 
Wilson QC; Deborah A. Eaton*; 
Stephan J. Irwin QC; Henry J. 
Setnght; Afison BaB QC; Charles J. 
Lewis; Paul M. McCormick; Charles 
A.F. Howard 

* denotes figure not confirmed with 
individual concerned 

SOLICITORS'FIRMS 
Over £8J» mlffion 
Freeth Cartwright Hunt Dicks** 
(Nottingham) 

E2.S~E3.49 million 

Irwin MtcheB (Sheffield, Leeds, 

Birmingham) 


E2-2JJ9 mtUkWl 

Alexander Harris & Co* 
Manchester); Fisher Meredith 
juth London); Nelsons (Leeds); 
ah Day & Co (London): McGrath 


(Mar 
(Sou 

Leigh Day & Co (Lx 
& Co (Birmingham; 
£1.8-1.99 minion 


Owen White (Chertsey. Surrey); 
Joseph Hill & Co (London); Henry 
Hyams & Co (Leeds); Hodge Jones 
& Alien (London); Evil & Coleman 
(London); TV Edwards (London) 
£1.6-1.79 rrrimon 

The Johnson Partnership (Notting¬ 
ham); Brendan Flemming 
(Birmingham); Powefl Spencer & 
Partners (London); Jones 
Maidment Wilson (Altrincham); 
Bindman & Partners (London); The 
Smith Partnership (Burton on Trent. 
Derby, Stoke on Trent); Young & 
Lee (Birmingham) 

* denotes figure not confirmed with 
firm concerned 

** includes payments for work done 
try other sobtitor firms and couisel in 
multi-party actions which were 


administered by Freeth Cartwnght 
Hunt and DkAms and which con¬ 
sequent1v do not appear in other 
firms 'figures 

Over £2 million 

Harkavys (London); Burton Cope¬ 
land (London, Manchester) 

£1-1.99 mHUon 
Garstangs (Bolton, London) 
£050-099 mfllton 
Offenbach & Co (London); Irwin 
Mitchell (Sheffield. Leeds, 
Birmingham); Derek Attridge & Co 
(Tottenham); Russefl Cooke Potter 
& Chapman (Kingston upon 
Thames, Surrey and London); 
Jones Maidment Wilson 
(Altrincham) 

£040-0.49 mffion 
Joseph HiH & Co (London); Foinette 
Quin (Milton Keynes); Trevor Cox 
(York); Edward Fafl Bradshaw & 
Waterson (London); Derek Attridge 
& Co (Bermondsey); Mackesys 
(London); Madments (Manchester) 
E35-0J9 mHUon 

Fanshaw Porter & Hazlehurst 
(Birkenhead, New Ferry); Powefl 
Spencer & Partners (London); J 
Ketti Park & Co (Liverpool); 
Stephenson Harwood (London). 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Equal pay 
victory for 
scientist 

A woman scientific officer has 
received seven years’ back pay 
after complaining that she 
had been paid less than men 
on similar grades since 199], 
Susan Whytock. from Cam. 
bridge, accepted £24.531 Iron, 
the Medical Research Couq. 
dL Ms Whytock. whose claim 
for wage discrimination was 
backed by the Equal Opportu. 
nities Commission, had 
worked at the council’s molec¬ 
ular biology laboratory in 
Cambridge for 28 years. She 
has taken early retirement 

Haughey fails . 

Charles Haughey lost a High 
Court attempt to prevent a 
government-appointed tribu- 
oaf studying his finances. The 
former Irish Prime Minister 
claimed the tribunal set up 
after he admitted taking 
£13 million from a business¬ 
man. infringed his privacy. 

Highway hold-up 

A robber with a makeshift 
flame-thrower held up a bus 
run by the Stagecoach com¬ 
pany at Uaneflen, South 
Wales. He threatened Ray¬ 
mond Parry, 45. the driver, 
with a gas canister and cigar¬ 
ette lighter, forcing him to 
hand over two cash boxes. 

Priest abused sick 

A Roman Catholic priest who 
sexually abused altar boys 
and side children in hospital 
was remanded in custody for 
sentencing at Dublin Circuit 
Criminal Court Fr Ivan 
Payne. 54. who abused nine 
boys, admitted 13 sample 
charges of indecent assault 

Hedge row settled 

Villagers in Marbury. Chesh¬ 
ire. have won a battle to move 
a hedge back by a yard at an 
accident blackspot The Envi¬ 
ronment Department over¬ 
turned a local coantiTs 
objections that were based on 
new legislation protecting 
hedgerows. 

Muckrakers’day 

A Yorkshire Water sewage 
treatment works at Eshoft. 
West Yorkshire, was visited 
by 23.000 people when it held 
an open day, beating tourist 
attractions near by. The Bron¬ 
te Parsonage Museum at 
Haworth drew only 353 
people on the same day. 


absolute@doddle 

that's how easy it is to get started on the 
net . all it takes is one phone coff to us at 
demon . perhaps this explains why today 
we’re the uk’s number one internet service 
provider . now you con join us by calling 
0800 458 9666 . or scribble your name and 
address anywhere on this ad , tear it out 
and send it to us at freepost demon ( yes , 
that’s all you have to write ) , we'll send you 
a free 30-day trial cd and brochure . that's 
how simple it is to get started . after that 
it’s even easier. 

Demon Internet 

more people get on with us 

0800 458 9666 

rraxw www.demon.net email : sales@demon.net 
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Changing 

Banks? 

There's 

nothing to it 

No interest on your overdraft for 
4 months when you join. 


The worst thing about changing banks is interrupting your cash flow. 
So we II give you a four month interest free overdraft to help smooth 
things out. 

But that's not ail. Apart from offering everything you'd expect from 
a bank account, at Abbey National we don't charge monthly fees on 

authorised overdrafts. Nor do we charge you arrangement fees in the 
first place. 

To apply for an Abbey National Bank Account, or to find out more, 
just call into your local branch. 


Fair Banking \ 


f ABBOT NATIONAL* 

Because life's complicated enough. 






The Abbey National Bank Account is subject to status T */' lfTT *^** 

status and not available to persons under the age of IB. Written quotations**^ avaltebl^on N3,i ° n41 Bank Ac «um customers, sub 
variable. Overdrafts ate repayable at any time In acco,dance with our Personal overdralt APttJi. 

symbol and Because life s complicated enough are trademarks .1 Abbey National *££ lbe Umb ' e,Jfl 

y “use, uaicer Street. London Nwi 6XL, United Hi 
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Parents warned 
as baby-walkers 
fail safely tests 

Store takes brands off shelves after tests show infants 
nsk head injury in unstable models, writes Joanna Bale 


HOME NEWS 5 



BAftflV GREENWOOD 


MOTHERCARE cleared its 
shelves of two papular brands 
baby-walkers yesterday 
after safety experts warned 
±- parents to stop using ten 
fhcdels amid concerns that 
they were dangerous. 

Tbe manufacturers con¬ 
cerned refused to recall the 
products, saying the safety 
tests were unreliable. Four set 
up telephone advice lines, with 
at least two telling parents to 
continue using the walkers. 

Ten models were named by 
trading standards officers in 
Liverpool after they failed to 
meet British safely standards. 

In the most serious cases the 
baby-walkers were unstable 
and liable to rip _ 

. ESteirSf JEER 

ous risk of head 
injuries. The 860 Boo Albion with 
tests, commis- 

sioned hv the r 80 . Actlvfty Walker 
^unea oy ute (model -• 997064 ); 

Department of Chteco (model 6309 % 

Trade and In- Brevi Speedy (modal 

d us try, were 554); Stiver Cross Sa- 

carried out by .Sby %d I 2 U Tra£S 
govemment-ap- SodelTt 074 );^ 

proved inde- BamtAw/ino Banblbo 

pendent labora- IbmeHo; Scallywags: 

lories. The in- Mamas &Papas Waflc 

prompted by Star Gym Bar or Tew Bar 

growing con- (model 177 &AJS7). -- 

cem over the _ 

safety of baby- 
walkers. Government statis¬ 
tics estimate that almost 
23,000 infants. 17.500 of them 
under a year old, were injured 
and taken to hospital between 
1992 and 1996 after accidents 
involving the waiters. 

Trading standards inspec¬ 
tors said they were urging 
manufacturers to recall the 
walkers and said that thou¬ 
sands of defective models 
could already be in use. 

Peter Mawdsley, head of 
Liverpool trading standards, 
said that hundreds of parents 
had called their own advice 
fine:.“Anyone who has a baby- 
waiter on this list should not j 
use it until they have received 
a' firm "assurance from' the i 
manufacturer that it complies i 
with die safety standard.” i 
Calls to the manufacturers' < 
hotline by The Times, posing 1 
as concerned parents, showed i 
that manufacturers were ad- j 
vising parents to continue 1 
using bafynwalters. A Chicco j 
adviser did not mention that s 


5 die product had failed stability 
s tests and had a dangerously 
f narrow crotch strap. She said: 

1 “One of our baby-walkers is- 
i on the list but we still believe it 

i to be safe as long as it is used 
under adult supervision." 

A Petite Star adviser said: 

: “We are issuing new labels for 
r one of our baby-walkers but it 
'■ is perfectly safe." 

The most serious flaws were 
> lack of stability, which made 
die walker more likely to lip 
over, and lack of rigidity, 
which could cause the frame to 
collate. Overall, eight mod¬ 
els failed either static or mov¬ 
ing stability tests and four 
failed rigidity tests. Two mod- 
els, the Bee Bop 
Albion with ac- 
iUUUAB tivity tray and 

Afhlan mMi ABC Desi S n 

Activity Walker 

Sty Walker foiled all three 

997064); tests. Other f 

odd 6309% faults included > 

«d y (m odal defective or ab- 

r aSTA sent . safet v 

king Trainer warnings to 

■1074); uio alert parents to 

Bo Bambino potential dan- 

gjgTSSZ Sers and the 

crotch strap 
RayS^pKitB being Jess than 

ar or Toy Bar the minimum 

244i7f. • width. Nigel 

Griffiths, the 
Consumer Af¬ 
fairs Minister, called on the 
makers to take urgent action 
or risk losing public confi¬ 
dence. He said the report 
raised serious concerns. 

“All suppliers of baby-walk¬ 
ers affected must co-operate 
fully with the trading stan¬ 
dards departments involved in 
these investigations to ensure 
that all measures necessary to 
protect children are taken 
without delay." 

Mr Griffiths added that if 
manufacturers failed to act, 
retailers stocking die products 
could leave themselves open to 
prosecution for selling unsafe 
goods. 

. The Baby .Products Associ¬ 
ation was adamant that mak¬ 
ers - had -no intention of 
recalling the products. It in¬ 
sisted that goods were covered 
by valid safety certificates and 
were safe — and said Liver¬ 
pool trading standards could 
face legal action over its 
allegations. It said studies had 
shown that 94 per. cent of 


accidents involving baby- 
walkers were caused by lack of 
proper .supervision, rather 
than design or manufacture. 

Mothercare said it was tak¬ 
ing the Chicco and Mamas & 
Papas baby-walkers off its 
shelves but said it would 
continue to sell walkers rut 
criticised in the report. 
Hamleys, Boots and Toys R 
Us said they did not stock the 
baby-waiters concerned. John 
Lewis said h was reviewing 
the situation. 

The investigation was 
prompted by Joan Robson, a 
consultant at Alder Hey Chil¬ 
drens Hospital. Liverpool, 
•after she became concerned at 
ihe number of accidents. 

"Whatever the causes, it is 
important all risks to infants 
using these products are 
minimised,” she said. 




Collision course a trading standards officer demonstrates how one of the ten named models can tip over, putting a baby at risk of harm 
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A hazard and no 
help, says doctor 


By Joanna Bale 


A LEADING paediatrician 
yesterday described baby- 
walkers as dangerous and 
said there was no evidence 
that they helped the develop¬ 
ment of walking. 

"Baby-walkers give children 
Ihe ability to propel them¬ 
selves at high speeds before 
they are ready," Ian Roberts, 
director of ihe child-health 
monitoring unit at the Insti¬ 
tute of Child Health in 
London, said. “Children will 
k reach developmental mile- 
rrftones unaided by such de¬ 
vices. They learn to walk by 
holding onto furniture and 
pulling themselves up. 

“1 would advise parents not 
to use baby-walkers because 
there is no evidence that they 
advance the development of 
walking and they are actually 
quite dangerous. Thousands 
of young children have been 
injured, some seriously, when 
they fall over in them." 

Dr Roberts said, however: 
“I would hesitate at calling for 
them to be banned because 


there are other far more 
dangerous activities, such as 
smoking, which are legal” 

Baby-walkers have been on 
sale for about 40 years but 
their origins date back centu¬ 
ries. according to manufactur¬ 
ers. There has been concern 
among doctors for some time. 
In 1972 a report in The Lancet 
said that baby-walkers could 
hinder development if young 
babies were put in them for 
too long. Two doctors from 
Poole General Hospital found 
that they led to poor balance 
and posture and clumsy hand 
movements in children under 
seven months. 

In 1988 a national consumer 
survey suggested that up to 
6,000 children a year received 
hospital treatment after being 
hurt in baby-walkers. In 1994 
a paediatrician called for 
them to be banned after a two- 
year study showed that babies 
in them were being injured by 
falling downstairs, bumping 
into furniture, tipping over or 
being scalded by hot drinks. 





Rain stops play for 
Oxford revellers 


By Helen Johnstone 


FREAK weather has suc¬ 
ceeded where the police 
and university authorities 
have failed in stopping a 
400 -year-old tradition 
whereby Oxford students 
celebrate May Day by gath¬ 
ering on Magdalen bridge- 

The 18 th-century bridge 
is being closed to tfie’pubbc 
because recent heavy rain 
has left the River Cherwell 
dangerously high- The tra¬ 
dition of crowds listening to 
• madrigals being sung from 
Magdalen lower at dawn 
has grown in recent years, 
with an estimated 10.000 
attending last year. 

Between 50 and 80 


people jumped into the 
river last year in a modern 
tradition continued despite 
an accident four years ago 
when a student broke his 
back. 

Tests by the Environ¬ 
ment Agency show the river 

is running ten times faster 
than last year. The May 
Day safety committee, 
made up of police, council 
officials and students, 
believe anyone who feU or 
jumped into the river 
would be swept away and 
injured or killed. Police 
divers have been unable to 
inspect the riverbed for 
dangerous objects. 
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A1 Fayed makes 
£2m bid to save 
Diana’s school 


MOHAMED AL FAYED has 
bid more than £2 million for 
the Kent school where Diana, 
Princess of Wales, was a pupil 
to rum it into a centre for 
traumatised children in her 
memory. 

If Mr A1 Fayed is successful, 
the school will be renamed. 
Popular options are the Peo¬ 
ple's Princess School at West 
Heath and the Lady Di School 
at West Heath. 

The Harrods chairman, 
whose elder son Dodi died in 
the Paris car crash with the 
Princess, stepped in with the 
offer for West Heath school in 
Sevenoaks shortly before the 
deadline on April 15. Most of 
the 13 other offers were from 
property developers. 

The school was put on the 
market for £1-3 million by 
Deloitte and Touche, the re¬ 
ceivers appointed by the Char¬ 
ity Commission, after it closed 
last year because of falling 
pupil registrations and 
mounting debts. It is expected 
to fetch more than E2 million 
because of its prime position 
in the commuter bdL 
If Mr A1 Fayed's offer is 
accepted, he will hand the 
buildings over to the Beth 
Marie Centre, a school lor 
traumatised children in 
Sevenoaks. The centre has 
been keen to move to West 
Heath but had not been able to 
raise funds. 

Mr Al Fayed's bid is 
thought to be the only one on 


‘People’s Princess 
centre’would take 
trauma children 
in memory of 
her work, writes 
Mark Henderson 

behalf of a charity. “I am 
hopeful that my bid will be 
looked upon favourably." he 
said. “Every single parent 
whose child has been helped 
by the staff at the Beth Marie 
Centre would vouch for their 
wonderful achievements.” 

Presently funded by Kent 
County Council, the centre 
offers secondary education to 
children who find it difficult to 
attend mainstream schools. 
Past pupils have included 
children with eating disor¬ 
ders, long-term illnesses, 
learning difficulties, drug 
problems and a history of 
sexual or physical abuse. It 
takes its name from Beth 
Marie Worsley. a pupil who 
died of cancer in 1989. 

The centre would be able to 
double its capacity to 80 pupils 
and offer boarding and a sixth 
form for the first time. There 
are also plans to open a 
research and training centre 
on teaching traumatised child¬ 


ren. and to take pupils from 
the whole country and abroad. 

Trustees include Peter 
Sissons, the broadcaster, who 
lives in Sevenoaks, Tommy 
Cookson. headmaster of 
Sevenoaks School, and Mary 
Corbett, a West Heath teacher 
who taught the Princess. 
Baron WeatheriU. the former 
Speaker and MP for nearby 
Orpington, is patron of the 
trust and Ruth Rudge. the 
Princess’S former headmis¬ 
tress at West Heatii, is a vocal 
supporter. 

Valerie May, founder and 
head of the centre, said: “1 
cant think of anything else 
that would be as appropriate a 
way to commemorate Diana. 
It'S the kind of place you can 
just imagining her wanting to 
cut the ribbon to open herself." 

Mr Al Fayed, who has a 
home near by in Oxted and a 
daughter at Sevenoaks School 
was persuaded to support the 
Beth Marie project after meet¬ 
ing Mrs May. He has also 
undertaken to guarantee the 
school’s financial future. 

The Diana, Princess of 
Wales Memorial Fund may 
also back the project 
□ The French magazine Par- 
is-Match was yesterday 
ordered by a court in Paris to 
pay £5£00 in damages to Mr 
Al Fayed for publishing an 
intrusive picture — the so- 
called “first kiss” — of his son 
Dodi and the Princess a few 
days before they died. 
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Mr and Mrs Evans al their “bungalow**. The council says that what began as a mobile home 13 years ago is no longer mobile enough 


Moving tale of couple who put down roots 



How die caravan looked when it arrived on site 


JIM and Yvonne Evans have 
spent 13 yeans creating the 
home they wanted. Steeps lead 
up to an imposing porch, 
where double doors are 
flanked by statuettes and bay 
windows beneath a tiled roof. 
Their home stands in a ma¬ 
ture garden featuring a con¬ 
servatory and patio. 

But the local council wants 
the couple to undo much of 
the work that has cost 13 
years' toil and tens of thou¬ 
sands of pounds. It says the 
bouse looks too much like... 
a bouse. There is one feature 
that the council thinks has not 
been made enough' of: the 
wheels hidden beneath a fake 
brick skin. The Evanses live 
in a caravan. 

They would prefer the term 


“mobile home” and die coun¬ 
cil agrees. It is dismayed by 
what it sees as the structure's 
lack of mobility. The council 
wants the skirting, conserva¬ 
tory and patio removed. 

The couple bought a plot at 
Aldridge. West Midlands, in 


1985, with permission to live 
in a mobile home. Mr Evans. 
55, a self-employed agricultur¬ 
al spray pointer, sard: “The 
whole prtiblem seems to rest 
on the fact that my wife and I 
have worked extremely hard 
to make this the sort of home 


we coukl be proud of. But it is 
still a mobile home and I 
could prove that by moving it 
in a matter of a few hours. I 
think the council objects to the 
fact that it looks like a proper 
home — which is what we afl 
wank isn't it? 

“If the place was an eyesore 
I could understand their con¬ 
cern but we think it looks 
super and certainly doesn't 
lower the tone of the area. I 
have spent my life savings on 
making this place into some¬ 
where we could retire in 
peace." 

Mrs Evans, 55. said: “This 
is making us both very 
stressed. It is not a permanent 
structure but we have added 
features on to make it more 
attractive and comfortable." 


Michael Bird, leader of the 
Tory-controlled Walsall Bor¬ 
ough Council said: “We can¬ 
not allow people to just flout 
planning regulations. We will 
pursue them until they com¬ 
ply with the law of the land. 

“They have attempted to 
create a permanent structure 
and we won't stand for it 
Personally, 1 think the whole 
thing is an eyesore and a Hot 
on the landscape." 

Sylvia Bottrill, one of the 
Evans's neighbours said that 
she had origina/ly objected to 
the work they had done but 
she has changed her mind. 
“We cannot object" she said. 
“I would much prefer to look 
at a lovely mobile home than 
something that looks like a 
caravan site." 





YOU WANT MORE PC 

POWER FOR YOUR POUND. 

...you need to select your computer carefully. 

For a PC to offer real value, it needs to 
combine the latest technology and advanced 
features with the lowest price. 

These new Advent PCs deliver exactly that Both feature 
the advanced Pentium® II processor, massive memory and 
more than enough hard disk capacity to run the latest 
software. Compare the specification and multimedia features 
with other machines and discover how much more Advent 
offers for the price. 

You can order Advent direct or try before you buy at any 
PC World. 


A Advent 

266MHz Intel 
Pentium 11 Processor 


• 64Mb SDRAM • 512k Cache Memay 

•8.6Gb UDMA HDD ■ Intel 440LX Chipset 

• 24 x Panasonic CD-ROM 

• 15’Digital Monitor *50W Speakers 

• 4Mb 3D AGP ATI Rage Pro Graphic 

• 56Kbps Modem with Speakerphone 

t MS Windows 95 plus Lotus SmartSuite, 
Incoming 3D, Compton's Encyclopedia 
and more 

FREE 12 MONTHS ON-SITE SERVICE 

MODEL-8350. 



• 64Mb SDRAM 

• 5J2k Cache Memo/y 

• &6Gb UDMA HDD 

• 24 x Panasonic CD-ROM 

• Intel 440LX Chipset 

• 15"0igRa{ Monitor 

• 5CM/Speakers 
1 4Mb 3D AGP ATI Rage Pro 
Graphics 

• 56 Kbps Modem with 
Speakerphone 

• MS Windows 95 plus 
Lotus SmartSuite, Incoming 

3D, Compton's Encydopecfia and more 
FREE 12 MONTHS ON-SITE SERVICE 
MODEL: 8510. 

. ■ 






TO ORDER DIRECT CALL FREEPHONE 0500 504030 


OR VISIT YOUR NEAREST STORE 


■ ABERDEEN 

■ BIRMINGHAM 
JUNC 9 OFF MS 

I BROTH 
I CANTERBURY 

■ CARDIFF 

■ CHATHAM 

■ COLCHESTER 
I COVENTRY 

■ DERBY 

■ DONCASTER 


■EffirmBtaoe 

■ row burgh 

■ GATESHEAD 

■ GLASGOW 

■ HUDDERSFIELD 

■ HULL 

■ IPSWICH 

■ oems 

■ LHQ5TER 

■ LINCOLN 

■ LIVERPOOL 


. MANCHESTER 

■ MERKYHtllr DUDLEY 

■ NORTH SHIELDS 

■ NORTHAMPTON 

■ NORWICH 

■ NOTTINGHAM ■ 

■ OUJHAM 

■ PETERBOROUGH 

■ PLYMOUTH 

■ PORTSMOUTH 

■ POOLE 


■ Stockport 

■ STOKE 

■ SWANSEA 


■ PRESTON 

■ READING 

■ SHEFFIELD 

■ SLOUGH 

■ SOUTHAMPTON 

■ SPRUCfflEU) ■SWIND ON 

■■BsZSSESCSSBW 

■ BARBICAN ■ GUILDFORD 

■ BRENTF ORD ■ LAKESIDE 

■ CROYDON ■ STAPLES CORNER 

■ ENFEU) 


REF FP75 



THE COMPUTER SUPERSTORE 


taJiwg^«W>%4cpaAW«MCitluacqatl»!frAii u i |. 4ohBYtfmgnlHMitl8 _ 

nthtRtpubfecofkHnl!UPTO 12IKHrtHSWTEftEST FREE 0PIWN. Account b omTIT 

Npirteufl5ileUhpmfl3WKlMEI<ftirfcpoMDf{l5& --'•«-- , pajmem. opttxn 

PXTMEHT5. lyphal eumpfc: I bdin cr a nrt 


b« Bmtfrordimi 




Rothschilds family seat 
a snip at only £7 million 

By Rachel Kelly, property correspondent 


England's most 
sumptuous and extravagant 
Victorian houses has been cut 
In price by £3 million a year 
after it was put on the market 
at £10 million. 

No buyers have come for¬ 
ward for Mentoiore Towers. 
Buckinghamshire, the former 
family seat of the Rothschilds 
which for 20 years has been 
owned by tire Maharishi 
Foundation, the transcenden¬ 
tal meditation movement 

The agents SavDls said that 
the house had been priced at a 
premium last May in the hope 
of attracting a private buyer. 
However, an institutional 
buyer was now thought more 
likely and the price had been 
cut to about £7 million. 

Nicholas Ashe, from the 
buying agent Property Vision, 
said the house’s architecture 
was unlikely to appeal to a 
private buyer. “It*s not a 
beautiful period building com¬ 
pared to Luton Hoo, for exam¬ 


ple. in Bedfordshire, which is 
on sale for £25 million. Nor 
does it have sufficent acres for 
someone interested in an es¬ 
tate.” The house is for sale 
with 81 acres. Sales brochures 
stress the house’s potential as 
“a headquarters, residential 
institutional, residential, 
training or hotel uses.” 

The Grade l listed house is 
set in die Vale of Aylesbury 
and has 50 bedrooms, five 
state reception rooms and a 
grand entrance hall. Its interi¬ 
or is in good condition and the 
house has a new central 
heating system. It was built as 
an extended hunting lodge for 
the Rothschilds in 1851 but 
since 1978 has hosted followers 
of foe Maharishi Mahesh 
Yogi The foundation bought 
the house for £247.000 and is 
planning bigger, purpose- 
built headquarters. The house 
was designed for Baron Mey¬ 
er Amschel de Rothschild by 
Sir Joseph Paxton, designer of 


A. 




V 


0 




3 








Ml 


L U 

S 






AS 


i Seminars 


FREE 


THEUS TIMES 


19-21 

MAY 




98 


I III i:\I C TTiVE SECRETARY SHOW 


Changing Technology 

Lem about (he boat Kdmofagr in 
The Kansky ftwr IT Santen and Software Sorgoy 

Professional 
Development 

Boiefe&TOiDOiniKingsaaiJiK 

Hensley Fraser rod enjoy Screw PA Interviews 

Careering Ahfad 

Cain pnctkJ advice From top reonitmeni amsuhmts 

Hundreds of 
Exhibitors 

BdM comas cneipmies comto^Conf_ 

Meetings, Technolog* Corporate Nospiobfx Buyinaj Tnrrei, 
Office Products, Recmitment odlraining 

Executive Fashion s 

Docotct Hjrfch new omflts io the spectacular 
_ Shows 

^ ■ FOR SEMINAR AND 

.—. _ recistoation details, call 

i |01923. 690665 

Q I Venue 

Olympia 2, Hammersmith Road, London Wl4 


3 


Crystal Palace, and G.H. 
Stokes, his son-in-law. It was 
once a treasury of European 
art with paintings by Rem¬ 
brandt Murillo and Turner. 

When foe fifth Earl of 
Rosebery, later a liberal 
Prime Minister, married foe 
baron's daughter in 187S. he 
expanded foe collection. Many 
of the contents were auctioned 
in 1977 when foe then owner, 
foe 7th Earl of Rosebery, faced 
huge death duties. Confidenti¬ 
ality clauses mean that its true 
selling price is unlikely ever to 
be knovm. A foreigner may be 
a Ukeiy buyer and foe Crown 
Prince of Kuwait is said to 
have expressed an interest 

One option that has been 
explored and abandoned is to 
turn foe house into a perma¬ 
nent film location. The newel 1 
owner will enjoy a fireplace, in 
the ftaliante entrance hall, 
taken from Rubens's house in 
Antwerp and estimated to be 
worth £750.000. 
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Island children 
read more after 

m arrival of TV 
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CHILDREN living on a re- 
mote island which television 
did not reach until 1995 have 
disproved the common belief 
that the small screen encour¬ 
ages ami-social behaviour, vi¬ 
olence and less reading. 

A study of 800 children on 
. the British dependency of St 
Helena, in the South-East 
Atlantic, found that the shared 
experience of watching tele¬ 
vision made them less likely to 
tease each other and to fight, 
and more likely to enjoy 
books. 

Tony Charlton, of Chelten¬ 
ham and Gloucester College 
of Higher Education, who is 
leading the research, said that 
the children had been provid¬ 
ed with a new shared experi¬ 
ence. “For the first rime, they 
have a commonality of experi¬ 
ence through television. 

"The day after watching a 
television programme they 
can come together and talk 
about it, in much the same 
way as viewers here may talk 
about last nighfs episode of 
Coronation Street." 

The evidence is based on 
900 minutes of video footage 
of the children's free play, 
recorded during school 
breaks, and on diaries kept by 
nearly 300 of the children. 

Professor Char Item said that 
before television was intro¬ 
duced. the three to eight-year- 
olds tended to play on their 
own or in twos and threes. ■ 
Afterwards, they congregated 
in larger gatherings of six to 
eight children. 

The children have been 
watching satellite channels, 
including die Cartoon Net¬ 
work, CNN, SuperSport and a 


Alexandra 
Frean studies a 
survey that rebuts 
fears over the 
small screen’s 
bad influences 

film channel. Levels of vio¬ 
lence in the programmes were 
slightly higher than on British 
television but the average 
amounts of violence in min¬ 
utes per programme were 
lower at 0.6 minutes, com¬ 
pared with 1.6 minutes. 

Although the video footage 
showed that children were 
indulging in some imitative 
behaviour, there was no evi¬ 
dence that they tried to re¬ 
enact screen violence. “The 
kind of thing we are seeing is 
children turning their coats 
inside out and draping them 
over their shoulders, like Su¬ 
perman’s' cloak,". Professor 
Charlton said. 

Before television was intro¬ 
duced the children of St Hele¬ 
na appeared to be among the 
most well-adjusted in the 
world, with few showing 
behavioural problems. Tele¬ 
vision appears not to have 
altered that because of the 
island's sense of community. 
Professor Charlton believes. 

“Good parenting and 
schooling, alongside a strong 
sense of community, have all 
contributed to creating an 
environment which has pre- 


Parents fail to teach 
Bible and prayers 


By Shirley English 


BEDTIME prayers and Sun¬ 
day school are disappearing 
from family life,-according to 
a report by die Church of 
Scotland. Many parents- are 
said to be Ignorant of even the 
simplest children's prayers 
and Bible stories. 

"The church dare not make 
any assumptions relating to 
parents about the promotion 
of the Christian faith in the 
home," says the report into 
children's worship by the 
Board of Parish Education. 
“Without the co-operation of 
parens or guardians, the 
Church’s task of nurturing 
faith in children is rendered 
extremely difficult if not 
impossible.’’ 

The number of young 
people at services has de¬ 


clined, and parishes find it 
difficult to recruit volunteer 
teachers-and youth leaders. 
Sunday school is said to be 
less relevant when children 
have more;access to grown-up 
values through television and 
the Internet. The Rev Stewart 
Smith, the board's convener, 
said: “We cannot assume that 
everyone knows the basics of 
the Bible. That does not apply 
any more." 

The report will be presented 
to (he Kirk's General Assem¬ 
bly next month. Apart from 
making after-school dubs 
more appealing, the main 
thrust of any changes are 
likely to concentrate on giving 
parents better support and 
religious training, perhaps 
using the Internet 
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vented television from exert¬ 
ing a negative influence upon 
young children." he said. 

Andy Hannon, who has 
been working with Professor 
Charlton, said there was no 
evidence that television was 
causing children to neglect 
their studies. 

Although time spent doing 
homework fell slightly, by 0.19 
per cent, rime spent reading 
increased by nearly 1 per cent 
The number of children who 
cited reading has their favour¬ 
ite atiivity increased from 3.5 
to 6 per cent. 

“This may be because they 
now spend more time indoors 
waiting for their favourite 
programmes to come on, and 
that they use that time to 
read." Dr Hannon said. 

The amount of unorganised 
play fell by 4.4 per cenr and 
time spent sleeping went 
down by 2.7 per cent. 

Children and Shakespeare, 
page30 



Schoolchildren on St Helena: since television, they spend a little less time on homework but 
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Films face 
screen test 
for lotteiy 
funding 

By Dalya Alberge 
ARTS CORRESPONDENT 

AUDIENCES should help to 
pick potential British film hits 
that deserve grams from the 
National Lottery, the Arts 
Council suggested yesterday. 

Its film panel proposed Hol- 
lywood-style audience screen¬ 
ings as pan of a multimi 11 ion- 
pound cinema distribution 
scheme. The public could be 
recruited to test the “playabili¬ 
ty" of films before release. 

British film-makers com¬ 
plain that Hollywood domi¬ 
nates British cinema chains. 
Between 1992 and 1996. says 
yesterday’s report, British 
films represented only 12 per 
cent of films released in Brit¬ 
ain. Under the proposals, 
production companies will be 
able to apply for partnership 
funding for extra prints, pro¬ 
motion and advertising. 

It costs up to £1 million to 
release a film in Britain: about 
B million a year is likely to be 
available for distribution from 
the Arts Council’s lottery film 
programme. 



WIN A LUXURY HOLIDAY IN THE SOUTH OF FRANCE. 


Ihncy a stretch in the South of France? Well, test drive 
a Renaufr M£gane and that’s just where you may end up! 

The stylish, beautifully-equipped Mfegane has been 
making headlines ever since it appeared. Hardly surprising, 
when all models now boast 
power assisted 



steering as standard — not to mention an engine 
immobiliser and driver’s airbag. 

But now things are really looking up. Because just 
test driving the Megane hatchback or Mfigane Classic 
saloon before May 22nd will mean your name goes into a 
prize , draw — with the top prize a luxury Allez fiance 
holiday for four in glorious Provence. 

The winner and family or friends will enjoy a week ro 
remember at a superb, specially selected villa, with stunning 
views, a private garden and its own swimming pooL Channel 


crossings for a car and its passengers are also part of the prize. 

Ten runners-up will each receive travel bag and 
vanity case luggage sets. So don’t lounge around. Take off 
for your Renault Dealer now, and arrange to test drive the 
Mfigane. Prices start at just £9,995, the great Renault 
freeways offers* are still available - and who knows what 
may turn up out of the blue? 

R>r mere information about 
the prize draw or your nearest 

Renault Dealer, call 0800 52 51 50. renauet 
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New toothpaste could eradicate decay 


TOOTHPASTE that could lead to 
the eradication of tooth decay could 
be on the market in five years after 
British scientists developed a 
vaccine against the bacteria that 
cause cavities. 

The vaccine contains antibodies 
against the bacterium Streptococcus 
mutans, which makes the acids that 
attack teeth. Tests show that the 
antibodies can stop bacteria from 
sticking to teeth and causing plaque. 

The breakthrough, by a team at 
Guy's Hospital dental school in 
London, comes after 25 years of 
research and millions of pounds of 
funding from industry and organ¬ 
isations including the Medical Re¬ 
search Council and the -Wellcome 


Breakthrough could consign dentist’s drill to scrapheap by 2003, writes Nick Nuttall 


Trust. The researchers, in collabor¬ 
ation with Planet Biotechnology of 
California, have also managed to 
produce the antibodies in genetical¬ 
ly engineered tobacco plants. 

ft should mean a potentially 
cheap and plentiful supply of the 
antibodies. Tom Lehiier. of the 
school and one of the scientists 
involved, said that he expected the 
development to lead to the eradica¬ 
tion of tooth decay. "I think it's the 
beginning of the end, quite frankly." 
he said. With adequate support for 
further trials, the vaccine could be 
available to the public in about four 


years. Professor Lehner added that 
dentists would initially offer .the 
treatment but eventually seif-ad¬ 
ministration would be possible with 
the vaccine incorporated in tooth¬ 
paste, mouthwashes and tablets. 

Tooth decay, or dental caries, has 
a documented history stretching 
back to the Pharaohs. 
Fluoridisation of water, better diet 
and oral hygiene have led to a 
dramatic fall in tooth decay. But 
Professor Lehner said that caries 
remained a problem, with half of all 
children having at least one by the 
age of five and three quarters of all 


those aged 17. He said there was 
increasing concern about a rise m 
tooth decay because of people living 
longer and retaining their teeth. 
Moreover, the increased eating of 
refined sugar in developing coun¬ 
tries was malting ft a new health 
problem overseas. . 

In the preliminary trial, 15 dental 
students and other volunteers had 
tile vaccine dripped over their teeth 
twice a week for three weeks. The 
treatment was then stopped, and it 
was found that four months later 
the volunteers were still protected 
against tooth decay. The scientists 


believe protection could last at least 
six months, and possibly much 
longer. Before the vaccine is app¬ 
lied, tiie mouth has to be completely 
sterilised with anti-bacterial mouth¬ 
wash. Molecules in the vaccine 
fasten to the bacteria so they cannot 
stick to the teeth, and are washed 
away. Long-term protection occurs 
because the teeth are gradually re- 
colonised by the other bacteria or 
mouth flora that had previously 
been removed. These harmless or 
useful micro-organisms fill all the 
space available, so that even when 
the antibody defences are lowered. 


there is no room left for the canes 
bacteria, which take a long time to 
reappear. 

Dr Julian Ma. another member or 
the Guy’s team, said people should 
still brush their teeth and refrain 
from eating too many sweets. The 
vaccine did not stop gum decay and 
“if you overload the system too 
much, eat sugar all the time and 
never brush your teeth, you can 
overcome the protection; you have to 
be sensible", he said. 

The scientists said that the re¬ 
search could pave the way for a 
range of new vaccines against 
diseases that are found in bodily 
fluids, including venereal disease 
and even HIV. 


Doctors’ words 
may make their 
patients sicker 


By Ian Murray, medical correspondent 


CANCER specialists are often 
so bad at breaking bad news 
to patients that they make 
them more unwell, research 
has discovered. 

Failure to explain the conse¬ 
quences. course and treatment 
of the condition caused “doc¬ 
tor-induced” psychological pro¬ 
blems. Gordon McVie, the 
director-general of the Cancer 
Research Campaign, said yes¬ 
terday. “Our communication 
skills are appalling," he said. 

Lesley Fallowfield. head of 
the campaign's psychological 
oncology group, found that a 
rhird of breast cancer patients 
felt they had been badly in¬ 
formed about what was hap¬ 
pening to them. Two years 
later their level of anxiety and 
depression about their illness 
was twice as great as women 
who felt they had been well- 
informed. 

“Although they spend yep’s 
in medical school learning 
about how to treat disease, 
most doctors never have any 
training in how to communi¬ 
cate with their patients. No 
matter how long they work, 
they never improve.” Profes¬ 
sor Fallowfield said. 

in a paper published today 
in the Journal of Clinical 
Oncology , she says the diffi¬ 
culties that doctors face in¬ 
clude relatives withholding 
the truth from patients, being 
truthful while maintaining 
hope, and challenging denial.. 

Bad communications were 


at the heart of the majority of 
complaints to the NHS Om¬ 
budsman. Professor Fallow¬ 
field, who is based at Universi¬ 
ty College London, said. In 
addition to the obvious diffi¬ 
culties of explaining to parents 
why their child was likely to 
die. doctors were having to 
deal with new problems such 
as the “Internet patient", who 
arrives for a consultation with 
a sheaf of information ob¬ 
tained by surfing the Net- 

“Patients feel that any 
breakthrough they read about 
is going to be available as 
treatment immediately in 
their clinic and they feel they 
must be getting second-class 
service if they do not receive 
it," Professor Fallowfield said. 

With a £250.000 grant from 
the charity, the professor has 
taught 178 senior specialists 
how to communicate better 
with patients. She said one 
doctor complained that he was 
suffering from "compassion 
fatigue" which made him feel 
that all patients were boring. 
*□ The number of legal actions 
brought fay patients against 
doctors is rising by 15 per cent 
a year and compensation is 
increasing at the same pace, 
according to the annual report 
of the Medical Defence Union. 
The organisation, which rep¬ 
resents 160,000 doctors in 
Britain and abroad, paid 
,£48 million compensation last 
4 fear.‘ia patients harmed by 
metfitaJ accidents. 



Champ, left and Digby are among the 177,000 animals taken in annually by the RSPCA. Dogs were the most commonly mistreated 

Animal cruelty cases rise by 16 per cent 


By Michael Hornsby 

THE number of people convicted of 
cruelty to animals rose by 16 per cent 
last year, according to the RSPCA. 

Dogs were tiie most frequent victims 
of mistreatment, with the number of 
reported incidents of cruelty rising 
from 892 in 1996 to 1,092 last year. 
Cruelty to cats went up from 235 
incidents to 294. Figures released 
yesterday by the RSPCA showed that 
convictions for all animal cruelty rose 
from 2^82 in I996to2,4)5Qlasiyeai*, the; 
highest for- five years: THe soofety 


spent £1.7 million prosecuting people 
accused of animal cruelty. £200.000 
more than in 19%. 

Richard Davies, head of the chari¬ 
ty’s inspectorate, said: “While public 
donations allow us to bring the 
perpetrators of cruelty to justice, it is 
the many animals who suffer at foe 
hands of cruel owners who pay foe 
ultimate price. It is incredibly frustrat¬ 
ing for RSPCA inspectors, who work 
so hard tp prevent cruelty, to continue 
to see an increase in the number of 
; animals found abused and living in 
: appalling conditions. looking after an 


animal involves care, cost and com¬ 
mitment and people should not take 
on pets if these essential requirements 
cannot be met" 

RSPCA staff rescued a total &255 
ani mals from danger last year and 
took into care a further 169,846 
unwanted, sick and injured animals. 
“Dogs have always topped foe cruelty 
league,” Ros Vames, an RSPCA 
spokeswoman, said. “They need more 
care and exercise than cats and are 
also more costly to feed and keep, so 
more of them are abandoned by their 
owners." The South West had the 


lowest number of convictions for 
animal cruelty, with 96, compared 
with 570 in the North East the worst 
area. 

Roger Gale, Conservative MP for 
Thanet North and chairman of the All- 
Party Parliamentary Welfare Group, 
said: “While J am of course pleased 
that RSPCA inspectors are bringing 
abusers to court foe feet remains that 
there are still some courts that are not 
prepared to throw the book at foe 
perpetrators and ban them from 
awning animals — for life if 
necessary." 


Patients 
checked 
for risk on 
transplant 
from pigs 

By Nigel Hawkes 

SCIENCE EDITOR 


SAMPLES from 150 patients 
who have been given living 
pig tissue are being analysed 
to see if they contain pig 
viruses. 

If they show no infection, 
the Cambridge-based trans¬ 
plant company Imurran win 
go ahead with a phased pro¬ 
gramme of experiments that 
may lead to the first kidney 
transplant from its genetically 
engineered pigs within five 
years. 

An informal moratorium 
has so far prevented pig-to- 
human transplants, prompted 
by fears that retroviruses 
might infect the organ recipi¬ 
ents. in the worst case causing 
an epidemic. Imutran scien¬ 
tists believe the risks are small 
and that pig organs are the 
solution to growing waiting 
lists for transplants. 

The current study is in co¬ 
operation with the Centres for 
Disease Control in Atlanta, 
Georgia, and involves sam¬ 
ples from 150 patients out of 
hundreds worldwide who 
have had emergency treat¬ 
ments placing them in direct 
contact with living pig tissue. 
These include patients who 
have their blood perfused 
through pigs’ spleens, kidneys 
or livers, to provide temporary 
support to their own failing 
organs, or who have received 
transplants of pig skin or the 
islet cells from the pancreas to 
treat diabetes. 

Results should be ready by 
July. Imutran scientists" are 
also examining monkeys that 
have been given pig organs to 
see if they are infected by the 
retroviruses. 

If the human samples show 
any sign of the retrovirus 
crossing the species barrier 
into man. the company will 
review its strategy. Dr Co- 
rinne Savill of Imutran said. If 
not. they will proceed to a 
smalt trial in which patients 
with liver failure wiB be 
hooked to a transgenic pig 
liver for up to 48 hours. The 
pig’s liver will be used as a 
“liver dialysis" machine, with¬ 
out actually being trans¬ 
planted. 

If that works, and has no ill- 
effects, then a series of kidney 
transplants will be carried out 
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What luck. 

First you find a family car 
for under £9,400. Then you find 
out it has air conditioning. 



Angling rivers in decline as 
salmon catches drop by 40% 


SALMON are fast disappear¬ 
ing from foe best angling 
rivers in England and Wales. 
Catches in 1997 were among 
the worst on record,' the Envi¬ 
ronment Agency says today. 

On the Wye. once foe best 
salmon river in England and 
Wales, spring salmon are 
almost extinct The Itchen in 
Hampshire, once another fine 
salmon river, is also suffering: 
last year's run was just 246 
fish when a minimum of 900 
are needed to sustain foe 
population. Global wanning, 
intensive agriculture and 
drought are blamed. 

The number of ■ salmon 
caught in nets was foe lowest 
recorded ar 31,480.39 per cent 
less than the average for the 
previous five years. The catch 
declared by anglers, adjusted 


King of fish deposed by changes to 
environment, writes Nick Nuttall 


for under-recording, was 
13,706,38 per cent lower than 
the previous five-year average. 

Nationally the overall level 
of spawning in 1997 was only 
around 60 per cent of that 
needed to maintain healthy, 
sustainable stocks, the report 
says. It also highlights a long¬ 
term reduction in larger salm- 
. on returning in the spring. 

TTie agency has linked some 
of the decline with global 
warming in the northwestern 
Atlantic where salmon go to 
feed. Researchers in Canada 
and Britain have found that 
foe area of sea available for 
feeding salmon has fallen by a 


fifth because of meltwater 
from the Arctic lowering water 
tempera tuns. 

Inland, modem fanning 
methods have caused river 
beds to silt up, a disaster for 
salmon which need to lay their 
eggs in dean river gravels. 
Low river flows during the 
spring and summer of 1995 
and 1996 may also have affect¬ 
ed foe survival of young 
salmon. 

Nigel Milner, head of foe 
Environment Agency’s new 
Salmon and Trout Fisheries 
National Centre, said: “Action 
plans are being prepared for 
individual rivers.” The agen¬ 


cy has been trying a range of *• .i 
methods to improve stocks, 
including narrowing rivers to 
increase flows which dean up 
silted gravel beds, building 
fish passes and trying to 
reduce pollution. 

Chris Poupard of the Salm¬ 
on and Trout Association yes¬ 
terday blamed the Govern¬ 
ment for not acting to conserve 
stocks. He said netsmen in the 
Faroes and Greenland had 
been showing “admirable re¬ 
straint” while netsmen off the 
North East coast were allowed 
to take relatively large catches. 

Mr Poupard said the Irish 
Government allowed netsmen 
with traditional rights to take 
some 350.000 salmon off the 
coast — fish heading for for 
Welsh. Scottish and southern . 
English rivers. <£ 


Elephants make it 
big for gardeners 
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By Simon oe Bruxelles 

GARDENERS are to help a 
zoo to dispose of three tonnes 
of animal droppings left by its 
animals each day. The ma¬ 
nure is being turned into 
high-quality organic compost 
for sale around Britain. 

It means that the elephants 
Duchess and Gay, the rhinos 
Mickey, Dale and Grade, and 
the giraffes Judy and Paddy 
may have an influence way 
beyond their lives at Paignton 
Zoo in South Devon. 

The DIY chain B&Q in¬ 
tends to sell Zoo Poo in every 
one of its 282 stores ata cost of 
£2.99 for a ten-litre tag. A 
company spokesman said: “It 
is organic, very rich and 
designed to be mixed with 
other compost or soils. It is 
perhaps less effective on acid¬ 
ic soil but especially good if 
the soil is of poor quality or 
based on day." 

Deindre Holloway, spokes¬ 
woman for foe zoo, said; 
"Clearing away manure takes 
up most of our keepers’ time. 
With such a giant amount, we 
were having difficulty." The 
problem came to foe attention 
of Eco-Sri. a compost com¬ 
pany, which offered to process 





The new compost sold 
as “jumbo enriched" 

the manure. The giant drop¬ 
pings are taken to the compa¬ 
ny’s site in Plymouth and 
mixed with shredded garden 
material They are then left 
for three months, mechanical¬ 
ly turned and oxygenated and 
transferred to a maturation 
pile for nine months. 

The finished product is said 
to be sterile and odour free. 
Ms Holloway.said: “The ma¬ 
nure is especially good, 
because It is produced by 
herbivores." 
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Legal victory over 
sex operations bill 


By A Correspondent 


THREE transsexual men 
have won permission to bring 
a High Court challenge 
against a health authority's 
refusal to pay far sex-change 
operations. 

A judge gave them leave to 
make urgent applications for 
judicial review against North 
West Lancashire Health Au¬ 
thority after Stephanie Harri¬ 
son, their counsel, said they 
were suffering “severe psycho¬ 
logical distress". 

Miss Harrison said that the 
authority had been operating 
an inflexible and unlawful 


policy of denying treatment to 
transsexuals. Gerard Clarke, 
for the authority, argued that 
foe courts should be slow to 
intervene when clinical judg¬ 
ments were made about “pre¬ 
cious healthcare resources". 

Mr Justice Keene said he 
would grant foe applications 
chiefly in terms of foe alleged 
inflexibility of the authority's 
policy. 

The three transsexuals, who 
cannot be named for legal 
reasons, cannot afford private 
treatment, which they say can 
cost as much as £1(0 an hour. 
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The Millennium Dome is Blairism writ large. Today Times writers enter two more zones to examine the state we’re in 
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No room in blender 
for all the leftovers 


■'WTiar ihe future holds for 
your community” — has the 
rise of people's power made 
Britain a fairer, more dass- 
free society . or ore more com¬ 
munities feeling dispossessed 
by the creation of a homoge¬ 
nous. middle class? 

C alling for a classless 
society was a mistake 
by John Major. Tony 
Blair knew better and instead 
made us all “new" Labour. 

He even tried to rope in the 
Queen to his new national 
chumminess, peopling her 
golden wedding lunch with 
“ordinary" folks. Within hours 
of her former daughter-in- 
law's death, he was sound- 
biting about a “People's 
Princess" and led a wave of 
emotion-letting, to the embar¬ 
rassment of many Britons who 
feh that grief should be per¬ 
sonal. and not the stuff of die 
Nine O'clock News. 
i Tipping the entire country 
into the new Labour blender to 
produce a homogenous but 
bland national soup has alien¬ 
ated the highest and the 
lowest. The monarch herself 
balked at threats to curtail the 
annual State Opening of Par- 



By Alan Hamilton 


I lament believing it to be her 
one chance in the year to 
demonstrate the unity of 
Crown. Parliament and 
People, and that she. not the 
tenant of Downing Street is 
head of state. 

Among her subjects, work¬ 
ing. middle and some upper 
classes combined with busi¬ 
ness and unions last May to 
oust the tired Tories. “Partner¬ 
ship'' was the mantra of the 
incomers. But one year on. the 
coalition has frayed to reveal 
excluded margins. 

Labour's Left is mar¬ 
ginalised by the massive ma¬ 
jority. Old Labour activists are 
submerged by the vast new 
Biairhe intake, and in their 
lonely battles over benefit cuts 
they are dismissed as “die 


usual suspects**. Equally 
marginalised are the aristoc¬ 
racy, lacing the removal of 
their hereditary right to sit in 
the Lords. Back in their shires, 
an urban and suburban ma¬ 
jority seeks to kill their right to 
hunt, while demanding a right 
to roam unfettered through 
fields of standing barley. The 
countryside can easily feel 
that, to new Labour, it is a 
foreign country. 


A nd it is not just die toffs 
on horseback. Labour's 
left-wing grassroots, 
which kept die party alive if 
unelectable during the wilder¬ 
ness years, finds that its 
ccruncfflors face tough new 
discipline from party head¬ 
quarters, a loss of candidate 


selection powers to Mission 
Control at MiUbank. Tower, 
and no discretion over how to 
campaign. 

Equally, the local authori¬ 
ties on which those same 
councillor sit are still not 
trusted with more money to 
improve services, nor with 
running their own schools, 
which they must now do in 
partnership with business in 
Education Action Zones. The 
workplace is no better. The 
broader union membership 
could easily feel forgotten as 
the manifesto pledge on statu¬ 
tory recognition is diluted. 

But whether in the thick of 
the chumminess or on the 
margins, is Britain a better 
place to live? Is it safer? You 
are certainly safe if you are one 
of the four teenage offenders in 
the new Medway secure train¬ 
ing centre near Rochester, 
where for C2J500 per person 
per week you will be looked 
after by no fewer than 100 
staff. 

Overall, recorded crime has 
fallen but violent crime rose by 
6.000 offences to 350.000. Stiff, 
there were 5,124 more people 
in prison last week than when 
Labour took office. Do the 
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Not everyone feds like one of the New Labour chums; fee Countryside Alliance protest last month 


criminals fed safe? There is 
certainly no shortage of law¬ 
yers in the Government to 
represent diem. 

As Lord Chancellor. Lord 
Irvine of Lairg, with his some¬ 
what arrogant public manner 
and expensive wallpaper, has 
not quite got the hang of 
chumminess. He was regard¬ 
ed initially as the legal profes¬ 
sion’s friend, having just come 
from the Bar himself. But he 
launched almost at once into a 


“fet cats** attack on high- 
earning QCs, infuriating for¬ 
mer colleagues who saw 
hypocrisy writ large. 

But new Labour has at least 
ensured plenty of work for the 
legal profession, with the in¬ 
troduction of nanny-state cur¬ 
fews and reparation orders for 
wayward youth, and par¬ 
enting orders for thrir way¬ 
ward elders. Even new Labour 
has trouble with its own 
children; Jack Straw, firmly 


opposed to the decriroinal- 
isation of drugs, was mightily 
embarrassed to have Ws 17- 

year-old son unveiled as a very 
minor cannabis dealer. The 
Home Secretary, a model new 
Labour parent, matched 
young William round to 
Kennington police station, 
where fee lad escaped with a 
caution. 

For aU its chumminess, new 
Labour can still exhibit a flash 
of old puritanical steel. Straw 


has ordered that Myra 
Hindley remain in jail until 
she dies and the Parole Board 
has rejected Reggie Kray’s 
application for parole, despite 
his having served 30 years 
made. Poor Reggie is proba¬ 
bly better off where he is. Not 
only would he feel severely 
marginalised in the nice new 
world of new Labour, he 
would barely recognise the 
Britain he last saw as a free 
man in 1968. 


Prescott manages to steer round the green learning curve 


By Nick Nuttau. Arthur Leathleyand Michael Hornsby 


“Choose how to protea your envi- 
ronmenr — have Labour environ¬ 
ment promises been matched by 
action? 

J ohn Prescott thought bio¬ 
diversity was a washing pow¬ 
der and Michael Meatier 
was not giving interviews. “You’d 
be amazed by how complex the 
environment is." Mr Meatier 
confided shyly, days into office in 
his new role as Minister for the 
Environment 

Meanwhile, Gavin Strang, fee 
Minister for Transport, looked 
faintly startled, like a rabbit caught 
in car headlights. 

Yet 12 months on Secretary of 


State Mr Prescott waxes knowl¬ 
edgeable about everything from 
chlcrrofluorocarbons (which de¬ 
stroy fee ozone layer) to fee fete of 
fee dung beetle. Mr Meacher. 
deemed fee loose cannon, has 
blundered only once when a plan 
to fell trees at his country estate to 
make way for a tennis court had to 
be shelved. Mr Strang has been 
kept out of harm's way. 

Mr Prescott’s ministerial Jaguar 
is gas powered and fee bluebells 
have, along wife some 30 other 
native species, secured legal pro¬ 
tection. He has bruised fee water 
industry over leaks and fat cat 
salaries and battered fee regulator 
for not being tough enough. 


Pledges on legislation include 
consultation documents and re¬ 
views ranging from hedgerow 
protection to a review of the energy 
efficiency regulations in buildings. 

In truth, more has been achieved 
than might at first appear although 
much has been of fee housekeep¬ 
ing rather than headline -grabbing 
kind. Environment, transport and 
fee regions have been brought 
together and as Environmental 
Audit Committee has been set up 
to bring government to account 
Baroness Young of Old Scone, 
former head of fee RSPB, has been 
brought in to beef up English 
Nature, fee government's wildlife 
advisers. 



document vtiD truly test fee Gov¬ 
ernment's “green" hue. Its goals 
indude cutting congestion, reduc¬ 
ing air pollution and the threat of 
global wanning and boosting fee 
inner cities. 


The roads p rog ram me has been 
suspended and the Salisbury by¬ 
pass cancelled — the first time a 
road has been scrapped on envi¬ 
ronmental grounds. Gordon 
Brown has done some environ¬ 
mental taxation—road fuel tax up 
6 rather than 5 per cent and a bit of 
help for energy saving materials. 

Possibly fee greatest achieve¬ 
ment was at the Kyoto summit on 


global wanning when Mr Prescott 
brokered a deal between Japan. 
America and Europe wife a char¬ 
acteristic mixture of buflying and 
moralising. 

The White Paper on integrating 
transport policy is. naturally, run¬ 
ning late- Every difficult, and 
sometimes simple; question has 
been answered wife “the While 
Paper will address fear. The 


O n countryside issues Mr 
Blair disappointed many 
by foiling to provide par¬ 
liamentary tune for a backbench 
anti-hunting Bin and by backing 
away from a confrontation with 
landowners over a public right to 
roam. Another of the thorniest 
problems will be the new homes— 
between 4.4 milfioa and 5million 
— which forecasts say w31 be 
needed in England by 2016. 

Plans fix’ one of Labour’s most 
ambitious projects, an indepen¬ 


dent Food Standards Agency, were 
unveOed in a White Paper in 
January but it wifi not be up and 
running before die second half of 
next year. 

In agriculture, the proclaimed 
determination of Jade Cunning¬ 
ham. the Agriculture Secretary, to 
cut expenditure on the common 
agricultural policy fay reducing 
fan ners’ subsidies have yet to be 
tested in serious negotiation with 
other EU member states. 

And Dr C unningham- who has 
been labelled “Jade Boots" for 
teffing Britons they could no 
longer eat beef on the bone, has 
also infuriated fanners by catting 
bade on BSE aid. pleading Trea¬ 
sury restraints while spending 
£1 mfllion on moving offices. 
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10 POLITICS AND GOVERNMENT 


Coe pressed to run in 
London mayor contest 


AWTHOWV UPTON 


Tories worried about Jeffrey Archer’s 
bid believe they have just the man 
to beat him. Andrew Pierce reports 


SEBASTIAN COE is being 
urged to join the contest to 
became Tory candidate for the 
London mayoral election. 

Senior Tories want the ath¬ 
lete-turned-politician to put 

his name forward as concern 
increases over Jeffrey Archer's 
candidacy. Lord Archer of 
Weston-super-Mare withdrew 
at short notice From last 
night's Evening Standard de¬ 
bate on the future of the 
capital- The newspaper has 
decided to oppose an Archer 
candidacy. 

Lord Archer's withdrawal, 
on the ground that he had 
been unable to cancel a charity 
engagement, was surprising. 
The other contenders. Glenda 
Jackson, Ken Livingstone and 
Steven Norris, all took part in 
the televised debate, as did 
Richard Brunson, a popular 
choice to become mayor but 
who has no plans to stand. 
Lord Archer declined to name 


the charity he was supporting. 

The prospect of Mr Coe. 
who lost his seat in the 
Commons last year, stepping 
forward would throw open the 
Tory contest, which has been 
dominated by Lord Archer 
and Mr Norris, a former 
Transport Minister. 

A Coe candidacy was being 
openly discussed yesterday by 
Tories dose to William 
Hague, the party leader. Mr 
Hague regards the former 
athlete, who is his chief of 
staff, as his most trusted aide. 

Although Mr Coe has been 
reluctant to stand he is coming 
under pressure to reconsider 
by friends linked to Mr 
Hague. They argue that Mr 
Coe. a double Olympic gold 
medalist, could be dedsive in 
securing the Games. 

in a speech to the Evening 
Standard forum. Tony Blair 
underlined the significance of 
the mayoralty to a future 



Coe: supporters say 
he has right image 

Olympics bid. He said: “The 
elected mayor of London will 
be an important national and 
international figure. Let us 
imagine that london will one 
day bid for the Olympic 
Games. As England's efforts 
to host the World Cup are 
showing, landing such an 
event requires drive, energy, 
ambition and the ability to 
lead and inspire. 1 see an 
absolutely central role for the 
mayor in such a venture.” 

Last night a senior Tory 
said: “Seb Coe represents that 
modem image. He is close to 


Hague. He is associated with 
the reforms. He is well known 
in London and would be an 
asset for the city because his 
appeal transcends party polit¬ 
ical boundaries." 

Mr Coe lost his Cornwall 
seat at the general election on 
a swing of 5 per cent, way 
below the national average. 
The loss was attributed to the 
3500 votes cast for the Refer¬ 
endum Party. 

Lord Archer, according to 
the latest polls, is far ahead in 
the battle to be Tory candidate. 
Bur his opponents fear that if 
he is chosen the Evening 
Standard will endorse the 
Labour candidate. 

Yesterday Lord Archer in¬ 
sisted that there was nothing 
untoward about his withdraw¬ 
al from the debate. “1 had a 
prior commitment to preside 
over a charity auction. 1 had 
hoped to be able to withdraw 
but the organisers rang me 
late in the day to say they 
hoped I would still attend. 1 
didn't want to let them down. 

The Tories confirmed yes¬ 
terday that their candidate 
would be chosen in a one 
member, one vote ballot of the 
57.000 London members. 



William Hague turned to Sir Jimmy Savile for a spot of sartorial advice yesterday 
when they were honoured as Top Tie Wearers by the Guild of British Tie Makers 
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Watchdog 
condemns * 
change in 

libel law 

Nicholas Watt 

JOHN M AJOR was wrong to 
allow changes to the 300-year- 
old Bill of Rights in 19% that 
cleared the way for a libel 
action by Neil Hamilton Par- 
liameni’s standards watchdog 
said vesterday. 

The constitutional change 
has freed MPs to take libel 
actions, but prevents outsiders 
from suing MPs over detama- 
tory remarks made in the 
Commons. Sir Gordon told . 
the Parliamentary Privilege 9 
Committee that it hud benefit¬ 
ed MPs at the expense of 
outsiders. "My experience 
suggests that ihe present pos¬ 
ition is illogical and unsat¬ 
isfactory." 

At the height of the cash-for- 
quesiions affair in 19%, Mr 
Major gave his tacit support to 
an amendment to the 1688 Bill 
of Rights. A clause prevented 
the statements of an MP in 
Parliament from being used 
as evidence in court. After the 
change. Mr Hamilton aban¬ 
doned his libel action against 
The Guardian, which alleged 
that he had been paid to ask ^ 
questions in the Commons. 




UMili Tyre Salej Example Offers: 


185/60 x 14HR Rover 216 GTi 16V 91-95. u&n £49.99 Save £16 
165/70 x 13SR/TR Peugeot 306 1.9D 93-97. £38.99 Save £10 

145/80 x 13SR/TR Ford Fiesta 1.1L 89-90. £34^9 £28.99 Save £6 







Free brake check. 


Free MOT 

with every major service. 2 


Fitted front brake pads from £19.99. 

Pay nothing for 4 months when you spend over £100. 3 

Work carried out by qualified technicians and guaranteed for 
12,000 miles or 12 months? whichever comes first. 

The price we quote is the price you pay - including labour and VAT. 

Phone 0345 361 361 now for a quote. 


HALFORDS 


GARAGE SERVICING 

AND DAYS MAY VARY. PRIVATE NOT APPLY TO MANUFACTURERS' SERVICES. 

ONLY AVAILABLE TO PERSONS OVER 18 YEARS OF AGI^_®*£N0 OVER C’OO AND AFTER 4 MONTHS YOU MAY OPEN A RUNNING ACCOUNT CREOlT FACILITY. 4 . THIS DOES NOT AFFECT YOUR STATUTORY RIGHTS 

HALFORDS LIMITED. ICKNlELO STREET DRIVE. WASHFORD WEST. REDDITCH. WORCESTERSHIRE B98 ODE. 



Blair may find 
his hand forced 
on EMU timing 


TONY BLAIR wants to play 
•monetary union long. He has 
a clear view about what gov¬ 
ernment policy should be at 
the next election. But he does 
not want to declare his hand 
too soon. At present, his 
approach is of studied opaque 
ness. He is favourable in 
principle, and sees no constitu¬ 
tional barriers to entry, but he 
wants to see whether EMU is 
successfully launched and 
works reasonably smoothly 
over the next few years. 

Given the perhaps inevita¬ 
ble derision not to enter from 
the start next January, Mr 
Biair’s caution now is less to 
do with the current divergence 
of interest rates between Brit¬ 
ain and Germany than with 
the desire to avoid a prema¬ 
ture political dispute. Despite 
obvious uncertainties over 
EMU, his private strategy is 
based on the assumption that 
the euro will succeed, and that 
his Government is likely to 
recommend entry early in the 
next Parliament. 

It is all a question of timing. 
Mr Blair believes that Labour 
needs to establish itself in 
government after so long in 
opposition, to prove thar it is 
competent in managing the 
economy. On this view, the 
last thing that the Govern¬ 
ment needs now is a bitter 
argument over monetary 
union when a referendum is 
likely to be at least three years 
away. So he is pursuing a 
policy of gradualism, hoping 
to win round public opinion in 
support of entry. 

Mr Blair also does not want 
unnecessarily to antagonise 
some of his new-found media 
allies. Peter Mandelson has 
said he believes that Rupert 
Murdoch is persuadable since 
he is a pragamatist, though 
the editor of The Sun has 
protested against any govern¬ 
ment pressure to shift. At any 
rate. Mr Biair's advisers may 
hope to retain The Sun's over¬ 
all support at the next election, 
despite the paper's hostility to 
a single currency, by promis¬ 
ing that the public will have a 
separate vote at a referendum 
shortly afterwards. 

However, the Government's 
cautious gradualness may not 
be sustainable. That is the real 
message of yesterdays report 
from the Treasury Committee 
on EMU. Canny leaking over 


the weekend by sceptic mem¬ 
bers of the committee has 
given the impression that the 
main conclusion was that it 
will be impossible to reach a 
judgment either on the success 
of EM ll or on Gordon 
Brown's five tests on British 
entry “for at least five years". 
That sentence was eagerly 
seized upon by Peter lilley 
and the Tories to back their 
policy of opposing entry to the 
euro at the next election. 

The majority of the commit¬ 
tee is sympathetic to EMU but 
was outmanoeuvred in this 
initial propaganda battle. The 
substance of the reporr is not 
sceptic — and amounts m a 
detailed critique of the Gov¬ 
ernment's obfuscations over 
conditions for entry and prep¬ 
arations. The committee dis¬ 
cusses the various risks of 
remaining outside EMU and 
urges the Treasury to be more 
explicit about Mr Brown's 
tests. The Government on the 
MPs’ view, needs to do more 
now to prepare business and 
the public for the euro both 


RIDDELL 


ON POLITICS 




from next January while ster¬ 
ling is outside and ahead of 
possible entry in a few years. 
Mr Brown yesterday again 
emphasised the Government's 
proposals and consultations 
with business to aid prepara¬ 
tions. but the committee ar¬ 
gues that this work needs to be 
stepped up via the publication 
of a national changeover plan. 

The report in effect chal¬ 
lenges the Government's cau¬ 
tion and desire to avoid a 
clear-cut position now. The 
MPs say the euro might 
anyway become widely used 
in Britain, as some big com¬ 
panies have already indicated., 
and this would add to pr$1j 
sure for formal entry. Many 
businessess have said they 
will not invest the large sums 
needed to prepare unless the 
Government is more open 
about its approach and starts 
spending money to prepare 
the public sector. Mr Blair 
may be forced by events to 
commit himself earlier than 
he would now like. 

Peter Riddell 
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Captive 

claims 

Kurds 

killed 

Palme 

From Andrew Finkel 

IN ISTANBUL 

TH E border between 
Turkey and Iraq may 
provide dues to the un¬ 
solved assassination of 
OlaT Palma the Swedish 
Prime Minister shot in 
1986 after leaving a 
Stockholm cinema. 

Turkey yesterday 
passed to the Swedish 
Embassy in Ankara the 
results of its interrogation 
of Semdin Sakik. the field 
commander of the Kurdi¬ 
stan Workers Party 
(PKK) abducted from 
northern Iraq by Turkish 
troops just over two 
weeks ago. 

Since then Mr Sakik 
has commanded head¬ 
lines with revelations 
about the rebel organis¬ 
ation. Now he has said 
that the PKK ordered the 
assassination in revenge 
Tor the imprisonment of 
one of its members for 
killing a fellow Kurd. 

Abdullah Ocalan, the 
PKK's leader, was an¬ 
gered when the Swedish 
Government branded it a 
“terrorist organisation". 

Separately Mehmet Ali 
Birand, a respected col¬ 
umnist for Sabah, said 
the newspaper had dis¬ 
missed him after Mr 
Sakik named him as a 
PKK sympathiser. Mr 
Birand called the allega¬ 
tions ridiculous. 


Netanyahu defies pullout call 


From Christopher Walker in Jerusalem 


EY ALWABSHAVSKY/EFA 


HOURS after meeting Presi¬ 
dent Mubarak of Egypt for the 
first time in a year. Binyamin 
Netanyahu, the Israeli Prime 
Minister, told a a news confer¬ 
ence in Jerusalem yesterday 
that next week’s London pp pre 
talks would fail unless the 
Palestinians were prepared to 
show flexibility. 

Israeli officials said it was 
clear that Mr Neranyahu was 
signalling that there was no 
chance of Israel agreeing to 
the further 13 per cent troop 
withdrawal from the West 
Bank being demanded by the 
US. The Palestine Liberation 

Organisation has _ 

stated categori¬ 
cally that it will £ Wf 
noi accept less. 

This divergence StTCl 

underlined the 
scope of rhediplo- OlirS 

malic task faced 
in London by tO tilC 

Tony Blair and t 

Madeleine Al- beVOI 

bright, the US 
Secretary of MIT 


in London by TO Ul( 

Tony Blair and t 

Madeleine Al- beVOI 

bright, the US 
Secreiarv of llTJ 

State. In the most . 

outspoken lan- 
guage that he has used in 
public in the intense round of 
diplomatic bargaining leading 
up to the May 4 talks, Mr 
Netanyahu said: ‘If we are 
going to have peace, as we 
want, both the Israeli side and 
the Palestinians will have to 
make concessions. If 1 don't 
capitulate to these demands, 
will I be branded an obstacle 
to peace? Let me save you the 
suspense. Of course, of course, 
they will all point the finger, so 
what? 

“I will do what I think is 
important to achieve a secure 
peace, a just peace, for Israel. 
Nothing will make me 
change." 

Earlier, a senior State De- 


6 We have 
stretched 
ourselves 
to the limit 
beyond our 
limit? 


panmem official gave a warn¬ 
ing of the clangers of failure in 
London. Speaking in Cairo 
after meeting Mr Mubarak. 
Martin lndyk. former US 
Ambassador in Tel Aviv, said: 
“What is very important is 
that both sides come to that 
meeting with a view to making 
it a success. Wc are concerned 
about the consequences if we 
do not now achieve a break¬ 
through and put the process 
back on track-" 

Israell-Palesiinian peace 
talks have been in limbo since 
March 1997, when Israel 
starred building a new setzle- 
_____ ment at Har 

, Homa in an- 

have nexed east Jeru- 

, salem. The 

!i)6d stalemate was 

. made worse by a 

lives series of Islamic 

.. . suicide bombs in 

limit, Israel. Israel 

, Radio last night 

U OUT quoted a senior 

_ Israeli diplomatic 

1 7 source as accus- 

ing the US — 
represented in Is¬ 
rael by Dennis Ross, the 
special envoy — of putting 
pressure on Israel to compro¬ 
mise in advance of the London 
talks. 

The Israeli Government has 
repeatedly insisted that its 
security needs prohibit more 
than 9 per cart of the remain¬ 
ing occupied West Bank land 
being handed to the PLO at 
this stage. 

“They say 1 am responsible 
already," Mr Netanyahu told 
reporters before the start of 24 
hours of solemn ceremonies 
throughout Israel to mark the 
dead fallen in the five wars 
since its creation 50 years ago 
tomorrow. 

“They say that because Isra- 



An Israeli soldier visits the military cemetery in Tel Aviv as the nation mourns the war dead of 50 years 


el has the gall, the temerity, to 
insist that it will decide on its 
own security, that it will 
decide what terrain is crucial 
for its defence, that this is an 
unacceptable assault on peace. 
Well, 1 can teU you. we are 
going to insist exactly that 
“We have a letter signed by 
[the fbrmerj US Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher that 
Israel and Israel alone, will 


make the determinaies of re¬ 
deployment [in the West Bank] 
based on its security needs. 
We have stretched ourselves to 
the limit beyond our limit We 
are willing to be flexible in 
areas that are difficult for us. 

“But it cannot be that Israel 
is expected to do things which 
will sacrifice and endanger its 
security. It cannot be that 
Israel is the only one expected 
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to make compromises, and the 
other side is supposed to sit 
pretty and wait for those 
concessions to come forth." 

Uri Savir, the former chief 
Israeli peace negotiator, has 
disclosed in a new book that 
Yitzhak Rabin, the assassinat¬ 
ed Prime Minister, was pre¬ 
pared to give back only 50 per 
cent of the West Bank to die 
Palestinians, in three stages, 


while the final settlement was 
being negotiated. The book 
said that this was the maxi¬ 
mum that Mr Rabin regarded 
as feasible for transfer to 
maintain Israel's security. 

As the Palestinians already 
control about 30 per cent, his 
total bargaining figure com¬ 
pares with 43 per cent suggest¬ 
ed in the US blueprint, and 39 
percent by Israel 



Adam Montefiore: making wine in dangerous places 

Briton in Golan 
harvests success 
of kosher wines 


By Christopher Walker 

OF THE 40,000 immigrants 
from Britain since the founda¬ 
tion of Israel few can boast 
such illustrious antecedents or 
as exotic a new career as 
Adam Montefiore. now charg¬ 
ed with giving Israel's bud¬ 
ding wine industry internat¬ 
ional credibility. 

Sdon of one of the most 
famous Anglo-Jewish families 
of the 19th century, whose 
patriarch. Sir Moses Monte¬ 
fiore. organised the building 
of the first Jewish settlement 
outside Jerusalem's Old City 
walls, he claims to be the first 
family member to five in the 
Holy Land. 

Three times a week, either 
in a small plane or by car. he 
makes his way from 
Raananna, the town on the 
coastal plain where he has 
lived with his wife. Jill, and 
two of their three children 
since 1989. to the winery in 
Katzrin, the capital of the 
Golan Heights, the str at egic 
plateau captured from Syria 
in 1967. 

Using expertise garnered 
when he was chief'wine buyer 
for Bass, Mr Montefiore. 40. is 
fighting to shake off the tradi¬ 
tional image of kosher wine as 
undrinkable and replace it 
with that of an improving 
regional wine. 

"Kosher wine is a dirty 
word as far as we are con¬ 
cerned." he said. “We fulfil the 
basic requirements, that the 
grapes, once turned into juice, 
are not touched by anyone 
who is not an Orthodox. Sab¬ 
bath-observing Jew. But our 
roots are more in the Califor¬ 
nian wine industry. We have 
to prove ourselves to be some¬ 
thing new: Jews reviving our 
local wine-making after a gap 
of 2,000 years." His Yarden 
label has made inroads recent¬ 
ly in New York. Lufthansa 
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A dedicated supporter of the 
peace process and a reform 
Jew, he has been fighting the 
Orthodox in Raananna for 
seven years for permission to 
build a synagogue. Mr 
Montefiore says of the location 
of his business — in occupied 
territory whose future return 
to Syria many see as the key to 
any Middle East peace settle¬ 
ment: “The Golan is different 
from the West Bank. The Jews 
living and working here are 
mainJy pioneers in the old 
Zionist sense of the word." he 
added as we tasted a batch of 
recent vintages produced from 
11 vineyards. 

One of the vineyards is at 
El-Ram overlooking the Syri¬ 
an border on the the site of a 
huge tank battle. Scores of 
twisted wrecks had to be 
deared before vines were 
planted. 

Mr Montefiore. whose 
fruity English tones are more 
redolent of an afternoon’s 
cricket titan of the rugged 
surroundings of the Golan, 
where 17.000 Jews live amid 
thousands of Israeli troops 
and under the roar of war- 
plants on route to Lebanon, 
said that the world showed no 
political correctness when con- 
ridering his product. 

“We have no Palestinians 
up here." he said. “People 
think of the Golan differently 
from other areas occupied by 
Israel in 1967. Jews were in 
Katzrin over 2.000 years ago; 
it only became Syrian in 1944. 
We feel very confident about 
chit future and have made no 
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Science gives early 
ancestors a voice 


From Tvnku Varadarajan 

IN NEW YORK 

THE distant ancestors of modem 
man. and even the Neanderthals, 
were capable of speech as long as 
400.000 ydars ago, about 360,000 
years earlier titan previously had 
been believed, a team of American 
scientists has suggested. 

In a paper published yesterday in 
The Proceedings of the National 
Academv of Sciences, researchers 
from Duke University swept aside 
received wisdom and said that very 
early members of the Homo type had 
"humanlike speech capabilities". 

That daring conclusion comes 
from a study of the hypoglossal canal 
— a perfurarion at the bottom of the 
skull where the spinal cord links to 
rhe brain — in skeletons of Neander¬ 
thals and other Homo species which 
lived in Africa 400.000 years ago. 

The icam. led by Richard Kay and 
Man Cartmill. focused on the canal 
because it houses the nerves through 
which the brain controls the tongue. 
Previous research into rhe question of 
whether early man could speak had 
focused almost exclusively on the 
braincases of ancient skulls and the 
muscle attachment points near the 
throat. Neither was fruitful, and 
archaeologists have tended to agree 
that the earliest indisputable evi- 



Neanderthal woman: capable of 

“speech sounds” say scientist 

dence for human speech lies in the 
cave art that started appearing 
40.000 years ago. The argument was 
that if they could draw? they must 
have possessed the creativity usually 
associated with an ability to 
communicate. 

The Duke University researchers, 
however, have found that the hypo¬ 
glossal canals in 400,000-year-old 
skeletons are comparable in size to 
those of modem man. The Neander¬ 
thals. too. who first appeared 300.000 
years ago. had a canal of the same 
size. This means, they argue, that 
these species must have had a com¬ 
plement of nerves leading to the 


tongue that matched that of modem 
man and thus were able to form 
"speech sounds” In contrast the 
Australopithednes of about a million 
years ago had hypoglossal canals 
almost identical to those in chimpan¬ 
zees. suggesting that they were 
incapable of speech. 

The report states that if this 
interpretation is correct, "then hu¬ 
manlike speech capabilities may 
have evolved much earlier than has 
been inferred from the archaeologi¬ 
cal evidence for the antiquity of 
symbolic thought". 

This thesis is but the latest to come 
to the rescue of Neanderthal man, 
previously regarded as a skulking, 
brutish creature who did nothing 
more than clobber hairy animals 
over the head. In 1996, Spanish 
scientists working near Barcelona 
found a series of furnaces and 
wooden tools that date back to 
Neanderthal times. 

Dr Cartmill told The New York 
Times: “This is evidence for the 
proposition that Neanderthals could 
talk. Did they sound like modem 
humans? 1 don’t know." 

His statement was welcomed by 
Erik Trinkaus. an anthropologist at 
Washington University in St Louis 
and a trader in Neanderthal studies. 
He said: "It is not only a reasonable 
conclusion, but one long overdue." 


TYLER MCKS 



Father Sava, a voice of reason distrusted by the Serb hierarchy 
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Marooned Serb 
monk calls for 
Kosovo ceasefire 

From Tom Walker at visoki decani 

hierarchy before, and bo* 
Serbia's President Milutinovic 
and President Milosevic of 
Yugoslavia have refused tn 
meet monastery delegations. 

Instead Father Sava is one 
of the few Serbs to have the 
confidence of Pristina's 
political elite. Yesterday fog, 
appealed to the Albanians for 
more information about eight 
Serbs rumoured to have been 
kidnapped or killed by: the 
UCK inside the triangle of 
territory it controls five rails 
southeast of the monastery. 

□ London: America. Britain 
and other Naio countries are 
to launch a military exercise in 
the Former Yugoslav Republic 
of Macedonia involving sew 
eraI thousand troops — one of 
a number of measures to warn 
Belgrade against further vio¬ 
lent repression in Kosovo 
(Michael Evans, Defence 
Correspondent, writes). 

Yesterday Yevgeni Prima¬ 
kov, the acting Russian For¬ 
eign Minister, called for the 
border between Albania and 
Kosovo to be sealed to prevent 
“terrorist bands" entering the 
Yugoslav province. 


THE Prior of Serbia's most 
famous monastery, marooned 
in the battleground of western 
Kosovo, has appealed for a 
ceasefire and given a warning 
that Belgrade’s rejection of 
international involvement is 
leading down a blind alley. 

Father Sava Janjic, Ortho¬ 
dox Prior of Visoki Decani, is a 
voice of reason urging both 
Serbs and Albanians to take 
advantage of the 14th-century 
monastery's serenity. Until a 
few weeks ago. Albanian fam¬ 
ilies were still bringing their 
sick and ailing to nis gates. 
Yesterday only a few soldiers 
were within Decani’s grounds, 
resting rifles by the fountain. 

Father Sava admitted he felt 
safer with the Yugoslav Army 
in the region, and its young 
conscripts are welcome to use 
his phone and e-mail. Police 
stay outside, keeping watch 
over Decani’s approach road, 
a potential smuggling route 
for Kosovo Liberation Army 
(UCK) fighters bringing weap¬ 
ons from Albania. 

The Orthodox priest's mod¬ 
erate tones have brought him 
into conflict with the Serbian 
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Yeltsin picks two 
Cabinet seniors 

Moscow: President Yeltsin named Boris Nemtsov, the liberal 
former First Deputy Prime Minister, and Viktor Khristenko, the 
Deputy Finance Minister, as Deputy Prime Ministers in a new 
Government yesterday, Russian news agencies said. A Kremlin 
spokesman could not immediately confirm the reports, which all 
quoted Kremlin spokesmen. Mr Nemtsov and the technocrat Mr 
Khristenko would be the most senior figures in the Cabinet of 
Sergei Kiriyenko. the new Prime Minister. 

In a sign of stability following the dramatic sacking of Viktor 
Chernomyrdin. Mr Kiriyenko’S predecessor, on March 23, a 
number of other key ministers, including Mikhail Zadornov, the 
liberal Finance Minister and Mr Khristenko's former boss, 
stayed on. (Reuters) 

40 villagers have throats cut 

Paris: Forty people were killed in an overnight massacre in a 
village south of Algiers, security forces claimed. The victims, 
from Chouardia hamlet in Medea province, 45 miles south of 
Algiers, all had their throats cut The statement, read out cm 
state-run radio, did not say who was responsible for the killings, 
the latest in a series of massacres this year in Algeria ini 
which, more than 1,400 people have been murdered, most hf 
them poor villagers. (Reuters) n 

Croatia demands extradition 

Croatia has requested the extradition of Dinko Sakic, an alleged 
Second World War criminal who appeared on Argentine 
television admitting he had been head of the Jasenovac 
concentration camp in former Yugoslavia, where 500,000 people 
were killed (Gabridla Gamini writes). The 71-year-old Croat 
was found last month by a television crew in the resort of Santa 
Teresita. The Argentine Foreign Ministry said it would agree to j. 
extradition, but Mr Sakic is thought to bfe in hiding. “ 

Vanunu requests transfer 

Jerusalem: Mordechai Vanunu, the 
convicted Israeli nuclear spy, seen 
right in court this week, has asked to 
be transferred to a prison wing for 
Arabs convicted of security offences 
against Israel, a government lawyer 
said yesterday. Vanunu. serving an 
18-year term for passing Israel’s 
atomic secrets to The Sunday Times 
newspaper in 1986, attended a hear¬ 
ing in the city of Beersheba, where he 
petitioned the court to allow two 
British lawyers to visit him. (Reuters) 

Greek dergy elect reformer 

Athens: Greece's top Orthodoxderics elected a forward-thinking 
prelate to lead the Church at a time of internal turmoil and 
shrinking congregations. The new archbishop. Metropolitan 
Christodoulos, may also help to heal the rifts with the Roman 
Catholic Church and other Orthodox faiths opened by his 
mercurial predecessor. Archbishop Seraphim, who died on April 
9 aged 84. Metropolitan Christodoulos received49 votes from the 
76 senior dergy. (AP) ' 

Tourist killed by shark 

Johannesburg: A shark attacked and killed a South African 
tourist in Mozambique as she tried to tow a rubber dinghy to 
shore. Wilma von Molendorff and her fianefe. Johan Preller. 
were in the water towing the boat after the motor cut out when a 
9ft shark bit her chest and stomach and severed her left arm. Mr 
Preller punched the shark on the snout to chase it away. She bled 
to death in the dinghy near BQene, on a remote part of the coast 
NO miles north of the.capital Maputo: (Reuters) 

Teamsters challenge by son 

Washington: Government investiga¬ 
tors have cleared James Hoffa. left, to 
run for his infamous father’s old job 
as president of the Teamsters, the 
most powerful trade union in Ameri¬ 
ca (Bronwen Maddox writes). Mr 
Hoffa, who blames an opponent's 
money^aundering operation for his 
defeat in 1996, is the front-runner in 
the race. Jimmy Hoffa Snr disap¬ 
peared in 1975. His body was never 
found and he was presumed to have 
been murdered by the Mafia. 

One of San Diego quads dies 

San Diego: Baby D, the smallest of four babies bom to a 55-year- 
oia woman on Aprir 18. has died after being taken off a life- 
support rnachiraes.it was reported. The quadruplets were bom 
EE* “^ee months prematurely to a single woman through the 
neip of fertdny treatments. A girl who weighed only lOJoz died 

mother there was no chance that the baby 
could survive on her own. (AP) 
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Afrikaners 


SOME of Aikanerdoni’s 
most sacred scs. including 
the Blood Rivr monument 
which commeiorates the 
Boer victory o?r the Zulu 
lung, Dingane, 10 years ago, 
are to be givena facelift to 
show the role ofjlack people 
in South Africamistory. 

President Mariela’s Cabi- 
likely to bak proposals 
wrucK will Crete outrage 
airtorjg right-win- Afrikaners 
who 1 have becore obsessed 
with; the “erosier of their 
cultural identity sice the elec¬ 
tion (of the Africn National 
Congress Four yess ago. 

Arpong the site slated for 
change is the lood River 
MommenL Deigned by 
Coen Steynberg.r was erect¬ 
ed 01 the site of a httle so one¬ 
sided, due to he Boers’ 
superiority in fireower, that 
the nver was said d have run 
red Ifor three ays after 
Dinginc's impis regiments) 
were,Cut down byfield guns 
and nuskeis in )88. Official 
hist oh es put the umber of 
Zulu dead at 3,00, against 
three \ Boer wourfed. The 
name bf the river wa changed 
from tpe Ncone to be Blood. 

Schml pupils of all races 
had trie story of tie battle 
drummed into then for 40 
years tender tpanfricL The 
anniverrary was marked by 
the annlial Dsy of tie Cove- 


The ANC has a 

blueprint for 

rewriting the 
past reports 
Sam Kiley 

nant holiday, at which Afrika¬ 
ners paid respects to their 
ancestors at the Voortrekkcr 
Monument on the outskirts of 
Pretoria. 

Already Afrikaners believe 
their sacred myths have been 
eroded. After 1994. the Day of 
the Covenant was renamed 
the Day of Reconcfliatian. but 
Afrikaners remain free to 
mark the “covenant" — the 
vow taken by the Boers before 
the battle. 

The Blood River battle site 
includes a full-scale granite 
replica of an ox wagon, por¬ 
traying its role as a mobile 
home, church and fort. Mem¬ 
bers of the Government said 
yesterday that additions to the 
site were likely to foots on the 
suffering of Zulu families after 
the “massacre", and an objec¬ 
tive analysis of the subsequent 
settlement of Natal by whites. 

The proposals are contained 
in an internal ANC memoran- 


Ex-deputy of 
Abacha one of 
plotters to die 

BrXM Kiley, Africa correspondent 


OLADfPO EYA. the former 
junta deputy! General Sani 
Abacha. wasyesterday sen¬ 
tenced to deal along with five 
others for ptting to over¬ 
throw die N'erian military 
regime whiefthey helped to 
install. . . 

Ueutenant-feneral Diya, 
was sentence to be shot by 
Bring squad Jter the tribunal 
found that 1 ‘was guilty of 
treason. Heias persistently 
claimed thate was framed. 

Videotapesand audio re¬ 
cordings helby the Nigerian 
authorities ^how General 
Diya beggin-his former-boss 
for his. fife after he was 
allegedly trsped intoragree- 
ing to overtlow die Abacha 
regime by tt Nigerian lead¬ 
ers own agets. 

“This whe thing is a set¬ 
up." Genen Diya told the 
court the dathe case against 
hxmopeped. 

GenefflJ hacha. isolated 
from hil foner allies in the 
north df ft country after 
a prqmfnerj former general 
died inJdetation earlier this 
“year, his ranted to increas¬ 
ingly piranid schemes to re¬ 
main n pever in the face 
of ovrwhlming civilian 


He las usd the philosophy 
of “coitamiiation" to ensure 
that pipularmilitary leaders, 
such a GenraJ Victor Malu 


Diya; “I vas set up" 
he told tie tribunal 


— the magistrate in the Diya 
case — are closely associated 
with his regime. 

General Malu won interna¬ 
tional plaudits for his role in 
restoring peace to Liberia, 
where his Ecomog peacekeep¬ 
ing force oversaw elections 
and successfully kept warring 
factions apart long enough for 
a form of democracy to take 
hold after seven, years of war. 

But he was ordered to 
preside over (he Diya case, 
held in Jos, where his verdict 
could only be “guilty" if he . 
wanted to avoid befog fin¬ 
gered by General Abacha as a 
traitor himself.- 

The Nigerian political scene 
under General Abacha has 
recently veered between the 
absurd and the ridiculous. He 
has been nominated as the- 
only candidate in presidential 
elections set for August 1. But 
the nominations come from 
the only five parties that he 
has allowed to take part in 
Nigerian politics. All five par¬ 
ties depend on his regime for 
their funding. 

The absence of even a token 
opposition candidate has 
prompted some members of 
his Government to propose a 
referendum on his leadership. 

But this presents the mili¬ 
tary regime with the danger 
that General Abacha could 
face a "No" vote, or a massive 
civilian boycott which would 
humiliate the general rather 
than endorse his democratic 
credentials. 

The announcement of the 
coup trial verdict comes after 
the weekend’s national assem¬ 
bly elections, dogged by a low 
turnout, in which results re¬ 
leased so far show the United 
Nigerian Congress Party 
ahead of four others. 

The party was the first of 
the five registered political 
groupings to press General 
Abacha to stand for President. 

Opponents and pro-democ¬ 
racy groups have dismissed 
General Abacha’s plans to 
restore civilian rule this year 
as a farce and Nigeria's main 
opposition group, the United 
Action for Democracy, has 
called for nationwide May 
Day protests as part of a 
campaign against the Abacha 
Government 


Congratulations. 

YouVe just 
spotted a low cost 
mortgage. 


i transfer, 
jage rate is 

i variable. I 

h for more details. 

oo 0161 831 9099 



dum on the future of culturally 
sensitive monuments, sites 
and names. It indicates that 
the Cabinet will not be consid¬ 
ering proposals to demolish 
monuments which black 
people might find offensive. 
Nor is there to be any compul¬ 
sory scrapping of racially ob¬ 
jectionable names — for 
example, rivers and the many 
other geographical features in 
which foe word “kaffir" 
appears. 

One other area of change is 
likely to be at Boer War 
memorials, in particular those 
to concentration camp victims. 
Tens, of thousands of blades 
died in the war and in the 
camps, set up by the British 
for civilians to cut the Boer 
kommandos from their means 
of support. But the places 
treate d by Afrikaners as pil¬ 
grimage sites make no men¬ 
tion of the black victims. 

. The South African Govern¬ 
ment intends to turn memori¬ 
als _ to concentration camp 
victims into genuine historical - 
venues, rather than rallying 
points for Afrikaner national¬ 
ism, by “widening their 
appeal". 

Mr Mandela is also plan¬ 
ning to honour famous figures 
in the black liberation struggle 
whose names were harmed 
from press reports for years 
under the National Party. 
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Vg\Yxr Racial mix 
LU1 J Bill threat 

MARY EVANS PICTURE LI BRARY 

to white 


Zulu warriors attacking wagons drawn up in laager. Monuments at historical sites are to be given a facelift 


Albert Luthull the Nobel 
peace laureate, is likely to be 
honoured with a statue in his 
home town of Kwa Dukuza, 
recently renamed from 
Stanger, in KwaZuiu/NataL 


There are also plans to build a 
museum to house Mr Man¬ 
dela's memorabilia ar his 
home village in TranskeL and 
a memorial to Samora 
Madid, the late Mozambican 


President, who died in a 
mysterious plane crash in 
South Africa. 

Most ambitious of all is a 
"Freedom Park", possibly 
modelled on Washington's 


Mali, where gardens, memori¬ 
als and galleries would link 
administrative and political 
offices if Cape Town fails to 
retain its role as the seat of the 
parliament 


managers 

Johannesburg; White work¬ 
ers who rose through the 
public sector into managerial 
posts reserved for them under 
apartheid have had thdr jobs 
threatened by positive dis¬ 
crimination legislation pro¬ 
posed yesterday by the South 
African Government (Sam 
Kiley writes). 

The legislation would de¬ 
mand support for positive 
discrimination from the pub¬ 
lic sector, which employs 11-5 
million people. The policy 
comes in the wake of an 
Employment Equity BtiL 
which will force the private 
sector into changing the com¬ 
position of its work force to 
reflect society: 70 per cent 
black. 50 per cent female, and 
2 per ceift disabled. 

The private sector Bill ex¬ 
pected to -be passed in June, 
has been criticised because it 
punishes companies that fail 
to transform, rather than in¬ 
centives for those that do. The 
public sector legislation is 
likely to meet the same 
criticism. 

In January, whites outnum¬ 
bered blacks in public sector 
management by two to one. 
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Peterborough is the fastest-growing city in 
the country's fastest-growing region; and it’s still 
open for business, still attracting new companies 
in all business sectors. 

CNT, England’s largest owner of development 
land, can give you access to this strategic location. 

jS W Many prestigious company HQ, including Pearl Assurance and 

Thomas Cook, are located throughout the heart of the city and the A ' • . r . l r J 

vjp! surrounding business parks. At the centre or an extensive network or road, 


! gy% 

' ~ rail, air and sea communications, Peterborough 


is one of the best-connected business centres 


Ftoerboroutfi is committed to the highest educational standards, with around 
65 schools and colleges. 


. - ~7~Z. ~ i a>tt'. v 


Shopping includes the historic town centre and the impressive modem The railway network helped establish Peterborough as a major engineering 


P in Europe. 


The historic Norman cathedral is now at 


the heart of virtually a new city: the result of a 


dynamic approach to planning and design 


and over £1 billion of investment. This has led 


to numerous new employment areas and an 


established business infrastructure. 


A wide range of prime development sites 


and a selection of modern office and industrial 


premises are readily available. 


Talk to CNT. We’re ready to help you find 


____e Queensffite Centre. There are also many sports and leisure activities, from centre. Now. the city's economic and technological base has broadened to , . _ . 

nWECTUMB gaff to sailing, stylish restaurants to multi-screen cinemas. embrace a wide range of national and international companies.'. DUSUieSS SUCCeSS here in Peterborough. 


0141 221 9099 


GLASGOW 


^ 5pmS ^U«f.TTI33 

co.uk __ 

* fa. B*TWH 

A M o«TMra on othw umn 


LOCATIONS MADE FOR BUSINESS SUCCESS. 

CNT SELLS LAND FOR THE DEV EL OPME NT OF BUS INESS PREMISES IN KEY LOCATIO NS THROUG HOUT E N G LAND - 
ASK ABOUT: ♦ DEVELOPMENT SITES. ♦ FAST-TRACK PLANNING. ♦ CONFIDENTIAL AND COMPREHENSIVE SERVICE. 

CALL 0800 721721 FOR DETAILS. 

e-mail: markeiingfecot.org.uk Internet: http://www.cnt.org.uk 
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Spanish wetlands face water shortage after dams block toxic; nyer 


Prom Giles Tremlett ' 

IN MADRID 

THE Coto de Don ana national 
park in southwest Spain faces an 
indefinite enforced water shortage 
as the chaotic response to a spillage 
of toxic mine waste threatens to 
aggravate damage to West Eu¬ 
rope's biggest nature reserve. 

Senior park officers yesterday 
countered claims by Isabel Torino, 
the Environment Minister, that the 
toxic waste had not readied the 


centre of the wetland park where a 
quaner of a million birds are 
nesting. They said they believed at 
least one underground aquifer was 
carrying poisonous heavy metals 
into the wetlands. 

In the meantime the Los Frailes 
mine at Aznalcdllar, where the 
toxic waste reservoir burst its 
banks on Saturday, continued to 
pump more poisonous water into 
die River Guadiamar. None of the 
myriad public bodies responsible 
for the park would accept responsi¬ 


bility for the decision to pump 
water from the mine reservoir so 
that the 150ft breach in its wall 
could be filled. 

Experts continual to say that a 
sudden downpour of rain could 
still carry the thick blade sludge 
that covered much of the valley of 
the River Guadiamar into the 
wetlands. 

No attempt has been made to 
start removing the toxic sludge that 
covers about 10,000 acres of die 
river valley. Experts said that die 


light rain falling over the area yes¬ 
terday would help to carry the 
poison into the aquifers. 

Alberto Ruiz de Laxramendi, the 
park’s director, said the delicate 
wetlands could no longer be al¬ 
lowed to accept water from the 
River Gu adiamar which is normal¬ 
ly the park's main source of rain¬ 
water and that would have serious 
consequences. 

Five dams have been built 
around the wetlands to keep out the 
poisoned waters of the Guadiamar. 


now polluted with heavy metals 
such as mercury, lead and zinc. 
Senor Ruiz de Larramendi said the 
park would certainly not be able to 
receive the autumn rainfall which 
normally flows into Donana from 
die Guadiamar. He said it was 
impossible to say how long it would 
be before the Guadiamar could 
once again water the wetlands, 
which should be covered by water 
for six months of the year. 

The park has only just recovered 
from a five-year natural drought 


that severely reduced the wildlife 
population. _ 

The flood of toxic water finally 
made its way yesterday dvougn 
the ranak into which it had been 
diverted and into the mouth of the 
fast- flowing River Guadalquivir, 
which was canying it out to sea. 

fishermen at the mouth of the 
Guadalquivir were pulling in their 
nets yesterday for whar some as¬ 
sumed would be the last tune for 
many years. Farmers’ organ¬ 
isations said that the land poisoned 


by the toxic no™ w "“‘"" “ ** 
left fallow for up io 

of s e jr^ 

SVSSrSf^? 

Andalucia region£^^^ 

Industry Deparonm inspectors 
had visited the dail on Friday, 
hours before it brokjand released 
5 million cubic metrtof poisonous 
water into the Guadimar. 


Belgian coalition 
survives vote as 
police chief quits 


' From Charles Bremner in Brussels 


THE chief of Belgium's nat¬ 
ional police resigned yester¬ 
day over the brief escape of 
Marc Dutroux, the alleged 
child murderer, as the Gov¬ 
ernment of Jean-Luc Dehaene 
survived a parliamentary vote 
of confidence, defusing the 
latest crisis in the country’s 
chronic political malaise. 

General Willy Deridder. 
commander of the gendarmer¬ 
ie since 1992, bowed reluctant¬ 
ly to pressure for more heads 
to roll after two officers 
allowed Dutroux to run from a 
provincial courthouse last 
Thursday. 

The Justice and Interior 
Ministers both resigned that 
day. before Dutroux was re¬ 
captured three hours after his 
break-out. The resignations 
have helped to defuse a new 
explosion of public anger to¬ 
wards Mr Dehaene’s centre- 
left coalition Government- 

General Deridder. 56, is the 
first police official to lose his 
job over the paedophile case, 
which erupted in 19% and 
came to symbolise the paraly¬ 
sis of Belgium’s multilayered 
federal system, with its war¬ 
ring linguistic communities, 
lack of aeounlability and 
record of corruption. 

The gendarmerie, now 
being merged with the locally 
based civilian police, was 
blamed by a parliamentary 
inquiry for bungling the inves¬ 
tigation which belatedly led to 
the arrest of Dutroux on 
charges of killing four girls 
and kidnapping others. 


Belgians have been amazed by 
the laxness of security ar¬ 
rangements around Dutroux. 
It has emerged, for example, 
that lacking an available van a 
pair of gendarme officers 
would sometimes use an ordi¬ 
nary taxi to transport Dutroux 
from his prison to the court¬ 
house. 30 miles away, to 
consult the prosecutor’s files 
against him. 

In parliament. Mr De¬ 
haene. was subjected to a 
torrent of scorn from the 
conservative opposition par¬ 
ties as he proclaimed his 
determination to stay in power 
until its term ends in June 
1999. The support of his four- 
party coalition was enough to 
defeat by 8i to 64 votes the 
Opposition's attempt to unseat 
the Prime Minister. 



Deridder first officer 
to go in Dutroux case 


Mr Dehaene premised to 
speed reforms to the police 
and judiciary, set in motion 
during the virtual national 
revolt in 1996. and called on 
other high officials to take 
responsibility for mishandling 
the Dutroux case. 

Managing Belgium's immi¬ 
nent entry to European mone¬ 
tary union remained his top 
priority, along with the judi¬ 
cial reforms, he said. The 
Government aims to follow up 
yesterday’s victory with a for¬ 
mal vote of confidence tomor¬ 
row, two days before it is due 
to take Belgium into monetary 
union at a European Union 
summit 

As a few hundred protesters 
demonstrated near the parlia¬ 
ment. the Prime Minister said 
the Dutroux escape was a case' 
of “the unimaginable happen¬ 
ing". He understood the pub¬ 
lic outrage and the suffering of 
the families of die victims, he 
said. 

In words only too familiar to 
weary Belgians, he promised 
to “reestablish the confidence 
of the people” and achieve die 
“mental shift needed to re¬ 
build the credibility of our 
institutions". 

The tension between the 
country's two feuding lan¬ 
guage blocs was aired when 
MP5 of the extreme right-wing 
Vlams Blok demanded the 
dismissal of Walloon, or 
French-speaking, officials. 
Both ministers who resigned 
and General Deridder are 
Dutch-speaking Flemings. 



Artists foresaw an Eiffel Tower dwarfed by offices 


Paris celebrates 
visions of the 
future by artists 
of the past 

From Ben Macintvre in paris 



Albert Robida’s 1886 view of a future Paris included comprehensive tnujport 


SKYSCRAPERS dwarfing 
the Eiffel Tower, the Place de 
la Concorde transformed into 
a vast wfaeatfield and. on top 
of the Arc .de Triomphe, a 
landing pad for sky-taxis: 
these are just some of the 
visions of Paris in 2000 as 
imagin ed by French archi¬ 
tects. designers and artists 


How far do 
you need 
to go in Europe 
for guidance 
on the euro? 


(How about here?) 



BARCLAYS 


OPEN FOR r.L'SINESS 


over the past 150 years. With 
the millenni um approaching, 
the Paris dty authorities have 
collected these futuristic ideas 
for an exhibition called The 
Year 2000. Utopian Paris, 
which opens today at the 
H6tel de Ville. 

The exhibition, incl uding 
designs. Ohistrations. films, 
models and cartoons, shows 
that French designers and 
thinkers have long been ob¬ 
sessed with the millennium, 
their visions ranging from the 
fantastic to die impractical to 
the prescient 

Among the notions that 
failed to get off the ground 
was Le Corbusier’s 1925 plan 
(thankfully rejected by the city 
authorities) to flatten the an¬ 
cient Marais district and turn 
it into a mini-Manhattan, 
with identical 200ft skyscrap¬ 
ers built on a grid. Hector 


Horeau. on the other hand, 
thought that the best way to 
preserve die Paris boulevards 
would be to cover them from 
the rain and snow. 

Only marginally more prac¬ 
tical was the late 19th-century 
notion that Paris in 2000 
should become a commercial 
port like London, with all the 
bridges turned into draw¬ 
bridges to make the Seine 
accessible to large ships all 
the way to Notre Dame: Other 
bizarre projects imagined 
turning the Op6ra into an 
enormous airport, transform¬ 
ing Les Halles into a lake and 
building an entire under¬ 
ground dty. complete with 
gardens and restaurants. 

“This was a time of modern¬ 
ism," as the newspaper Jour¬ 
nal du Dimanche observed. 
The Eiffel Tower had just 
been built- Anything was pos¬ 


sible.” In the 1880s the artist 
Albert Robida imagined a 
Paris in which the sky was 
packed with ladies and gentle¬ 
men cruising up and down 
the Avenue de (’Optra in their 
flying machines, while others 
predicted an entire system of 
metropolitan air traffic, with 
refuelling stations on the 
city's principal monuments. 

The exhibition is divided 
into three sections: visions of 
the future, fantasies and 
future life. It also vividly 
recalls earlier battles over 
proposed changes to the dty 
and illustrates, as one news¬ 
paper headline observed, “die 
mad projects you have 
avoided”. 

Some early visions of the 
millennium are apocalyptic, 
with Paris engulfed by a tidal 
wave or, in a film from the 
1920s, an image of the Eiffel 


he 


more 

and 


Tower itself destined by a 
mad inventor. 

While many of 
fantastic predirtits 
projects never carr^to pass, 
others were uncaiily pro¬ 
phetic Robida, forixample. 
imagined in 18S4 I at Pari¬ 
sians might one dajoonmm- 
nicate by “t&eph 
which transmitted 
the sound of a 
but their image as 
artist also suggi 
type for the televis! 
tng dial one day 
witness war live o 
screens pinned to du 
an early version of 

One of Robida’s 
shows a woman 
her balcony, 
unrecognisable Pa 
her. listening to 
what is surely tb 
vision of a portable 
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Annual General Meeting of Members of 1 




Resolution No. 2 
Resolution No. 3 


nded 


ie the 


Our staff are fully trained and ready for Europe. 
Are yours? Call 0800 535 354 for further information. 


S"or iikphoix cnOT*nalJW» may rectnded nootforrj fpj quusue pupnc'. 
iwicur.1 hinfayxso uk 


Notice is hereby given that the 162nd Annual General Meeting of Members of National Polident 
Institution will be held at the City Conference Centre, 76 Mark Lane, London EC3R 7JN, on Tbisday, 
28 May 1998 at 12.00 noon, for the transaction of the following or dinar y business: 

Resolution No. 1 To receive and adopt the Accounts and Report of the Directors for the year 
31 December 1997; 

To re-appoint as a Director, Mr P L Macdougali, who has joined the Board sinl 
last Annual General Meeting; 

To re-appoint as a Director; Mr L M Edmans, who is retiring by rotation; 
Resolution No. 4 To re-appoint as a Director; Baroness Hogg, who is retiring by rotation; 

Resolution No. 5 To re-appoint as a Director Mr J D Carter, who is retiring by rotation; * 

Resolution No. 6 To re-appoint as a Director; Mr A C Barker, who is retiring by rotation; 

(Mr Macdougali, Baroness Hogg, Mr Carter and Mr Barker are members of the Remuneration ComXtee) 

Resolution No. 7 To re-appoint Coopers & Lybrand as Auditors and to authorise the Directis ro 
determine their remuneration. 4 lu 

BY ORDER OF THE BOARD: Steven O’Brien, Company Secretary. 

Principal Office: National Provident House, 55 Calverley Road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TNI 2UE 

NOTE: A member entitled to attend and vote at the general meeting is entitled to 
appoint a proxy to attend and, on a poll, to vote instead of him or hen A proxy need 
not be a member of NPI. Proxy forms are available on request from the Company 'jgf' 

Secretary at the Principal Office. Completed proxy forms must be deposited at the 
Principal Office not later than 12 noon on 26 May 1998. IBlMI 

"WVftHNG PENSIONS 


If you would like a copy of NPPs-Report and Accounts 1997, write to Steven O’Brien. BoxToi mpT’m”- 

House, 55 Calverley Road, Tunbridge WfeUs, Kent TNI 2UE ^ 101, Nanon al 

Name 
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US and Norway 
‘used insane for 
Nazi-style tests’ 


From Andrew' Glasse in oslo 


AMERICAN and Norwegian 
hospitals were involved in 
sterilisation experiments on 
the mentally retarded using 
radiation over a 20-year per¬ 
iod up to 1994. 

Although most of the work 
was done (luring the Cold 
War. some experiments con¬ 
tinued until as late as four 
years ago. according to the 
Oslo daily Dagbladet. 

With chilling echoes of the 
Nazi era. the Americans and 
Norwegians were intent upon 
assessing the effects of radia¬ 
tion on different parts of the 
body and apparently had no 
qualms about the use of 
subjects who were “easy to 
deal with", according to 
Fredrik.' Meilbye; who re¬ 
vealed the shocking details of 
the project. He is a former 
colleague of the then director 
of health services. 

Last night the State Depart¬ 
ment in Washington was seek¬ 
ing clarification of the report 
from its embassy in Oslo. 

“An unknown number of 


experiments were undertaken 
in all secrecy at many Norwe¬ 
gian hospitals after the war 
when the nuclear threat and 
arms race were at their worst," 
the Norwegian daily said. 
“The retarded and insane 
were used, among other 
things, in trials for X-ray 
castration, a method used by 
German Nazi doctors during 
the Second World War in ihc 
Auschwitz and Ravensbruck 
concentration camps." 

Mr Mellbye said hospital 
records would prove the tests 
had taken place. “I cannot 
remember that anyone at any 
time put their foot down to 
stop what was happening," he 
said. “Both authorities in the 
health services, psychiatrists 
and other doctors knew what 
was going on." 

The revelations follow ad¬ 
missions by the Swedish au¬ 
thorities last year that 4.500 
mental patients were made to 
undergo lobotomies in an 
officially sanctioned pro¬ 
gramme that lasted almost 20 


Albright ready for 
tough talk on Tibet 

From James Pringle in beiidvc 


MADELEINE ALBRIGHT, 
the US Secretary of Stale, is 
likely to talk tough on human 
rights in Tibet during two 
days of discussions with Chi¬ 
nese leaders' beginning today. 
The talks come before (be key 
summit in. China in June 
between President Clinton 
and President Jiang Zemin of 
China, analysts said. 

Ms Albright signalled her 
intention at Sophia Univer¬ 
sity in Tokyo to pursue hu¬ 
man rights rigorously, de¬ 
spite the release of two 
leading dissidents. Wei Jing¬ 
sheng and Wang Dan. 

“Chi this issue, especially, 
we must continue to speak 
with clarity." she said “The 
Chinese Government’s re¬ 
pression of dissent and reli¬ 
gious freedom lias not eased." 


Human rights organisations 
overseas say that there are 
about 2.000 dissidents, many 
of whose names are virtually 
unknown outside China, in 
prisons and labour camps. 

On Tibet. Ms Albright wfll 
press for Beijing to start a 
dialogue with the Dalai Lama 
and ask for freedom for 
Ngawang ChoepheL the Ful- 
bright scholar mid musicolo¬ 
gist imprisoned on espionage 
charges, and for Tibetan 
nuns and monks. 

Western diplomats believe, 
however, that Beijing is un¬ 
likely to budge on Tibet and 
Xu Wenli, China’s leading 
internal human rights advo¬ 
cate, said that while Beijing 
might give some ground on 
dissidents, ft would maintain 
a hard fine on Tibet 


years. Sweden has also admit¬ 
ted lhai 60.000 women were 
forcibly sterilised between 
1936 and 1976. 

Sweden. Norway, Den¬ 
mark, Finland, Estonia and 
one Swiss canton as well as 
the Nazis all put the theory of 
selective breeding into practice 
in the 1920s and 1930s. But the 
Swedish revelations were par¬ 
ticularly stunning. Grounds 
for sterilisation included “un¬ 
mistakable Gypsy features, 
psychopathy and vagabond 
life". Other grounds were 
specified as “displaying unde¬ 
sirable racial characteristics 
or signs of ‘inferiority’, poor 
eyesight or sexual and soda! 
deviancy". 

Last year the French 
launched an inquiry into.re¬ 
ports that 15,000 Frenchwom¬ 
en had been illegally sterilised 
without their consent after 
being declared unfit for moth¬ 
erhood. All were sterilised by : 
state-run institutions. 

Mr Mellbye said the Nor¬ 
wegian experiments were car- , 
ried out with the co-operation 1 
of Americans “at the highest 
level" and that Norwegian 
doctors were encouraged to 
Seek US financial support. .. 

Dagbladet said public in¬ 
vestigations in the United 
States have revealed that au¬ 
thorities there financed 
about 4.000 such experiments 
on humans between 1944 and 
1994. 

After Norway was liberated 
from Nazi occupation in 1945. 
it was eager for US military 
and economic assistance. 
When the Soviet Union, which 
shared a border with Norway, 
began producing nuclear 
weapons in 1949 the West 
wanted to know more about 
the impactnudear fallout had 
on people. Mr Mellbye said 
the programme was an at¬ 
tempt to gain basic knowledge 
about radiation and was nei¬ 
ther secret nor controversial. 
“It was part of the natural 
order of the time." 

Tore Brandsborg. leader of 
the National Society for Scien¬ 
tific Patients and their fam¬ 
ilies, expressed shock and 
called for an inquiry. 


OVERSEAS NEWS 15 
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The Aladdin Hotel collapses yesterday after demolition teams bad set off explosives, it is to be replaced by a complex three times as big 

Dynamite turns Elvis’s heartbreak hotel to dust 



From Giles Whittell in ids angeles 


Elvis and Priscilla Presley cut the cake at their wedding in 1967 


THE hotel where Elvis Pres¬ 
ley was married in 1967 
collapsed in a huge cloud of 
grey dust as half a ton of 
dynamite consigned it to Las 
Vegas history. 

The Aladdin, a 17-storey 
building closely linked to the 
Mafia's Las Vegas heyday, 
became the city’s fifth hotel- 
casino in as many yeais to be 
destroyed to make way for a 
new generation of “mega- 
resorts". 

Even as the 1.100-room 
lower imploded under flood¬ 
lights on Monday night, a 
giant billboard announced 
that it would rise again, more 
than three times as big. 

Demolition experts en¬ 
sured that the old Aladdin’s 
giant auditorium, where 
Presley once performed, was 
untouched by the explosioa 
Wayne Newton bought the - 
hotel with a partner in 1980 


for $85 million and was 
promptly accused by NBC of 
receiving the money for the 
purchase bom the Mafia. He 
sued the network and was 
awarded $225 million in 
damages, only to see NBC 
exonerated by an appeal 
court 

The Dunes, the Landmark, 
the Sands and the Hacienda, 
all symbols of a city reputed¬ 
ly beyond the reach of law 
enforcement and controlled 
by the Chicago Mob, have 
been dynamited since 1993. 
In their place ten vast casinos 
have gone up along the Strip, 
bringing intense demand for 
labour and about 30.000 new 
hotel rooms to Las Vegas. 

Despite suffering a critical 
and permanent water short¬ 
age. America’s desert-sited 
gambling capital is now the 
fastest-growing city in the 
country. 
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Pentagon may test DNA of Unknown Soldier 


From Bronwen Maddox 

IN WASHINGTON 

A SPECIAL Pentagon panel 
has backed reopening the 
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier 
to perform the latest DNA 
tests an the remains of the 
Vietnam War veteran, in a 
move bound to revive painful 
emotions about one of the 
nations most revered burial 


sites. The extraordinary plan 
to exhume the body to identify 
it comes in response to pleas 
by the family of First lieuten¬ 
ant Michael B lassie. They 
believe the remains could be 
those of the air force pilot His 
A37B attack jet was shot down 
on May 11.1972. The Pentagon 
believes the Unknown Soldier 
is most likely to be either 
Lieutenant Blassie or Captain 


Rodney Strobridge, a helicop¬ 
ter pilot shot down on the 
same day. • 

But Althea Strobridge. Cap- 
tun Strobridge^ mother, has 
said that she sees no point in 
reopening the tomb. “If he is in 
there, what good is it going to 
do?" she told The New York 
Times. "1 couldn’t hug him or 
anything." 

William Cohen, the Defence 
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Secretary, will make a final 
decision within weeks about 
whether to disrupt perma¬ 
nently the national symbol of 
mystery, heroism and sac¬ 
rifice. The body in the tomb 
was originally identified as 
that of Lieutenant Blassie. But 
m 1978 the fcntagon'S labora¬ 
tory found that the remains 
had an O-negative blood type, 
different from the officer's. 
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The truth about Mary Bell 


Gitta Sereny has followed 
the life of Mary Bell for 30 
years. Bell has now told her 
what she felt, what was done 
by her and also to her. 
Starting today we serialise 
Sereny’s remarkable study 
of Bell, Cries Unheard 


I have been hoping for 18 
years to write this book, 
in which Mary Bell, an 
exceptionally intelligent 
child at 11, released Grom 
detention in 1980 when she 
was 23, and now 40, speaks to 
us. She tells us what she did 
and what she felt, what was 
done to her and also for her, 
and what she became. She 
describes the months leading 
up to the two killings, her 
friendship with her co-ac¬ 
cused. 13-year-old Norma Bell 
(to whom she was not related), 
and their fantasy life together 
which was to result in the 
tragic death of the two 
toddlers. 

She recalls the voices of all 
the learned men at her trial 
who. for what seemed to her 
like years, spoke in incompre¬ 
hensible terms, and she 
recreates her horrifying cer¬ 
tainty that they would send 
her to the gallows. 

She takes us 

through the 12 ‘J-j 

years of her deten¬ 
tion, the first five rnry 
(from 11 to 16) in a 
secure unit where urstc 
— for most of that vva * 5 
time the only girl 
with twenty-odd 31 ia 

boys — she had no 
psychiatric care, WCa 

but where she - 

found in the head- lit all 

master, a former 
naval officer, the 

first honourable adult she 
could respect and love. 

At 16. however, regardless of 
her mentor's pleadings, the 
system which demands that 
juveniles upon reaching 16 
must serve their punishment 
in prison prevailed, and she 
was removed from the emo¬ 
tional security and academic 
structure to which she had 
responded and sent to a maxi¬ 
mum security women's pris¬ 
on. Battling for seven years 
against bang institutional¬ 
ised, rebelling and using sex to 
manipulate this environment, 
she lost almost everything she 
had gained in the previous five 
years, until, like most adoles¬ 
cents sent to adult penal 
institutions, she finally 
emerged into die conditional 
freedom of a “Schedule One“ 
released prisoner on licence, 
as an emotionally and sexually 
confused 23-year-old in chaos. 

In the final section of the 
book I return to her early 


‘Her 
mother 
was like a 
shadow 
weaving 
in and our 


childhood which, as we talked, 
slowly began to unravel from 
her mind which had blocked 
the confrontation with it for so 
long. She speaks, with excruci¬ 
ating difficulty, about the sex¬ 
ual abuse she was subjected to 
as a small child upon her 
mothers direction and in her 
presence: and in fits and starts 
over months searches her 
memory for the events in her 
life from the age of eight to the 
day before she turned 11, when 
she killed Martin Brown. 

She eventually talks halting¬ 
ly and despairingly about 
those 15 minutes on May 25 
1968, at the end of which the 
four-year-old child was dead, 
and about the following nine 
weeks leading up to the killing 
of three-year-old Brian Howe. 

Finally she speaks about her 
years since her release from 
prison, back in the sway of her 
mother to whom she has 
always been tied in 
a mutual bond of 
*r love and hate. 

In 1984 she has a 
child, and with the 
L1V ' 1 support of her pro- 

Up n bation officer, Pat- 

JVC “ ricia Royston, 

I-W-. fights for the right 

LOW (o keep it Fbr the 

• _ first time in her life 

Tllg she feels total love 

I and through the 

i OUi child gains a pur- 

_____ pose and a frame¬ 

work for her life. 
But with her love for her child 
comes a terrible realisation of 
what she has done, and a new 
and agonising awareness of 
conscience which intensifies 
her inner chaos. 

Mary talked a great deal 
about her mother in Novem¬ 
ber 1995 when we met to 
discuss writing this book, 
without actually saying any¬ 
thing real about her. She was 
like a shadow weaving in and 
out of the background of her 
memory: a figure repeatedly 
referred to as “smart", but 
equally frequent as “sick" and 
“sad", she kept appearing 
without becoming even mo¬ 
mentarily a person. 

She came and went amid 
the torrent of words which 
gushed out of Mazy as if this 
was—as if this had to be—the 
occasion when she would tell 
me everything: about Red 
Bank Special Unit where she 
stayed for five years, and 
about the headmaster there. 
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Martin Brown: questioned about the effect a book would have on Brown’s parents, Mary Bell said she didn't want to hurt them more. “But... but... there are things they don't know..." 


Mr Dixon, who implanted in 
her a first inkling of the 
difference between right and 
wrong — “You couldn't not 
learn to understand that, with 
Mr Dixon as your headmas¬ 
ter. 1 loved him," she said. “I 
will love him till I die.” 

Mary was unstoppable 
about Mr Dixon, unstoppable, 
too. about her mutinous pris¬ 
on years — “I wasn’t going to 
give in to them. I wasn't going 
to become their creature. I 
wasn't going to be institu¬ 
tionalised." Site learnt about 
power games and corruption 
and during those years, virtu¬ 
ally unmanageable for the 
prison staff, used sex (with 
fellow inmates) and her ma¬ 
nipulative gifts (on inmates 
and staff) in her attempts to 
dominate her environment 

S he talked about her 
life after her release 
and about her child: 
again and again 
about the child, but never, not 
with one word, about her own 
childhood. Had she actually 
read The Case of Mary Bell 
(my bode, published in 1972. in 
which there was so much 
about her childhood), 1 asked 
her. A year after her release 
from prison, she said, by now 
living under a different name, 
she had signed on for courses 
at a College of Higher Educa¬ 
tion in West Yorkshire — she 
refers to it as “the uni"—and it 
was in the Library there that a 
student she knew, walking by 
with a book, had asked her 
whether she'd read ft. “It's so 
sad." the girl had said, “so sad 
what they did to that little giri 
Mary Bell." 

After that, Mary had read, 
“not all of it. just bits", she 
said. “It just wasn't a bit like 
my mother had said. I couldn’t 
believe that there had been 
somebody whoti felt compas¬ 
sion for me. My mother had 
always said nobody did, no¬ 
body could, because I was so 
bad... such a shaming thing 
in her life. When I was 
released she said I was never 
to tell anybody that she was 
my mother, that she couldn't 
live with the shame of ft and 
she introduced me to her pub 
pals as her sister, and at other 
times her cousin." 

She wanted now to talk 
about it all. she said, but even 
more, she wanted help in 
thinking about it all: she called 
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The vital question after the escape of Mary BeD 

WHO SAYS 
SHE ISN'T 
DANGEROUS? 
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How Mary’s disappearance was reported in the press 


Victim two: nine weeks after the death of Martin. Brian Howe, aged three, was murdered 


it “setting the record straight". 
I asked her what there was to 
set straight. Was she claiming 
that she had been unjustly 
convicted? She shook her 
head. Not that, she said. It was 
almost five hours later by now. 
We had had sandwiches for 
lunch and unending cups of 
coffee and tea and she looked 
pale and very tired. “It wasn't 
that... simple." she said. "I 
want to talk about the way it 
happened... the way it was 
done... and ... and... you 
know, go over the record of it. 
for myself. How could it have 
happened? How did I become 
such a child?" 


Did she realise. 1 asked her, 
that such a book was bound to 
be controversial? That people 
were bound to think she did it 
for money? That both of us 
would be accused of insensitiv¬ 
ity towards the two lfttle 
victims’ families by bringing 
their dreadful tragedy back 
into the limelight and, almost 
inevitably, of sensationalism, 
because of some of the materi¬ 
al the book would have to 
contain? Above all, did she 
understand that readers 
would not stand for any sug¬ 
gestion of possible mitigation 
tor her crimes? And had she 
faced the reality that if she did 


collaborate in such a book, it 
would expose her to renewed 
onslaughts by the media if 
they found her? 

It was the question about 
Martin Brown's and Brian 
Howe's families she replied to 
first She had hurt them so 
much, she said, she really 
didn’t want to hurt them 
more... and suddenly she 
was crying. “But... but... 
there are things they don’t 
know... it wont change any¬ 
thing for them. I know, but 
still.. ."What sort of things? I 
asked. “Oh, I don’t know. Just 
things.. 

It was obvious that helping 


her to organise her thoughts 
and bringing out whatever it 
was she wanted to say would, 
as I always suspected, require 
the right environment, careful¬ 
ly structured conversations, 
and, above all, time. The 
continuous media interest, she 
said a little later, was one of 
the many reasons why she had 
come to her decision. 

She thought that once she 
had told me all her stoiy, 
answered all my questions as 
honestly as she could, perhaps 
they would leave her alone. 
“After all ” she smiled a little 
crookedly, “once you get 
through with me, there won’t 
be much left for anybody to 


ask, will there?" I tried id 
disabuse her of this Optimism- 
Newspapers, I told her, partic¬ 
ularly the ones that had pur¬ 
sued her for so long, were a 
very different medium from a 
bode, with a different reader- 
ship, and reporters would 
always find questions to ask. 
And the money I myself would 
propose she receive if she 
decided to go ahead (hopefully 
to put in trust for her child), 
because 1 thought it was right, 
as without her such a book . 
could not be written, would be '1 
a real moral problem, not only 
fbr the media, but for the 
families of the dead boys and 
for many sensitive people. 
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Maiy with her mother: the rest of the family knew nothing of the terrible abuse to which Mary was subjected Mary's mother. Mary says that after the abuse: “She was nice to me. and she laughed 1 felt afterwards she loved me" 


i 


i 

i 
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T here was never any possi¬ 
bility of Billy Befl being 
Mary's biological father. 
Betty (Mary’s mother) had 
mer him a few months after Maty 
j was bom. 

] She married him in March 1958, 
! and P, her second child, Billy's son, 

i would be bom that autumn. They 
t were living with her mother and 
! her younger sister Isa in a pleasant 
i flat in Gateshead, just across the 
river froms Scotswood. Betty's 
mother, Mrs McC. despite suffer¬ 
ing from migraines and tension, for 
which she took, medication, had 
always been good at making a 
comfortable home. She was very 
careful about where she kept her 
, pills, as she would tell me in 1970. 
"specially when there were kids 
about". She kept the bottle in the 
back of the used-needle compart¬ 
ment of an old gramophone which 
stood on top of a small chest, and 
. kept the knitting-needle she used to 
^-extricate the bottle from its hiding 
place in a drawer. 

Despite these precautions, one- 
year-old Mary somehow got hold of 
these pills and ate them. The baby 
had to find the knitting-needle, 
climb up to where the gramophone 
stood, reach to the back of it with 
the knitting-needle to dig out the 
bottle, unscrew its safety top and 
swallow enough of the unpleasant- 
tasting pills to almost kill her. As it 
happened, her grandmother found 
her in rime; she was rushed to 
hospital, her stomach was pumped 
and she recovered. 

Two years later, when Mary was 
almost three, Cath (Mary’s aunt) 
came to visit them and brought two 
bags of dolly mixtures, one for 
Mary, one for her brother P. who 
was now 18 months old. The sisters 
. went into the kitchen to make tea 
Vand when Cath came back she 
found the two children sitting on 
the Door munching sweets which 
had spilled onto the floor. To her 
horror, she saw among them a 
number of little blue pills which she 
recognised as Drinamyls (purple 
hearts) and the children said, yes, 
they'd eaten some of them. 

Betty said the kids must have 
taken the bottle out of her handbag. 
Cath rushed to get a glass of hot 
water with salt in it Both children 


‘My mother, my mother 
would hold me, one 
hand pulling my head 

backhand... and’ 


In the course of her extensive research, Gitta Sereny 
uncovered the terrible trauma that Maiy Bell experienced, 
at the hands of, and directed by, her mother, almost from 


her birth. Sereny puts these formative episodes at the very 
end of her book. We reproduce them because they are 
clearly such a vital key to Mary’s behaviour. 


were sick in the sink, and were then 
taken to hospital, but the doctors 
said everything had come out. 

Three months later, in the sum¬ 
mer of 1960. Betty and Mary were 
visiting her mother in Glasgow. 
Because her flat was on the third 
floor and the lavatories on the 
ground floor, the family was m the 
habit of letting the little children 
“wet in the sink". 

One day. while Betty's mother 
was at her receptionist's job at a 
nearby hospital. Betty's brother P 
and younger sister Isa were sitting 
on the settee about 6ft from the 
sink. Next to the sink was a window 
which was wide open. Suddenly P 
saw Mary, whom Betty had been 
holding straddling the sink, falling 
out of the window. He lunged 
across the room and somehow 
managed to grab her by the ankles 
and pulled her in. “He was off work 
for three weeks after that because 
he hurt his back catching her," his 
sisters told me later. 

Mary’s worst “accident" hap¬ 
pened about six months later, when 
she was almost four. The register at 
Newcastle General Hospital stales: 
“Mary Flora Bell, 28 Elswick Road. 
Newcastle/Tyne 6/3/61 to 9/3/61: 
under care of consultant Dr 
Cooper" 


Cath had rushed into Newcastle 
after a policeman came to tell her 
(she had no phone) that Mary was 
in hospital. By the time she arrived. 
Mary's stomach had been pumped 
and she had regained conscious¬ 
ness. Betty was standing in front of 
the ward. “Don“t believe her," she 
implored her sister, crying. “She 
says 1 gave her those pills." 

This time Mary had apparently 
swallowed a number of her moth¬ 
er's iron pills. When she woke up 
she said to the doctor “Me mam 
gave me the Smarries..and kept 
saying this on and off for 24 hours. 
And here there had been a witness, 
a little girl of five. Mary’s best 
friend. 

Cath met her in the street a few 
days later and she said: “May's 
mam gave her the Smarties in the 
back yard." 

In The Case of Maiy Bell, From 
which I have taken most of these 


descriptions. 1 finished-this section 
about Mary's childhood by saying 
that this was to be the last erf Mary’s 
accidents at home. But 1 was 
terribly wrong. I do not dunk for a 
minute that any of Betty’s family 
knew of the dreadful use her 
mother matte of Mary from a point 
some time soon after she stopped 
seeing them. However reluctant 
they might have been in the first 
four years of Mary’s life to let 
anyone outside their family know 
of Betty's pathological feelings to¬ 
wards her first child, had they had 
any idea about what happened 
next, and would cany on happen¬ 
ing during the next four years, they 
would. I am sure, have acted to 
save her. 

I was, I must admit at first so 
sceptical about the details that she 
remembered, and so concerned at 
the horrific nature of them, that 1 
made her tell me three times: it is 


on my tapes, it is transcribed. The 
first time was two weeks after we 
began to talk, in July 1996. The last 
time was at the beginning of 
December. 

In July it took her four days to get 
it out. sometimes in a monotonous 
voice but more often in deep 
distress, her face growing paler and 
paler, breaking into a sweat, and 
finally, she would speak through 
desperate sobs, reverting at times, 
as she had done before under 
extreme emotional pressure, to the 
present tense. 

She couldn't remember how old 
she was, but she thought four or 
five. "I wasn't yet in school," she 
said. She remembered being made 
to sit in the living-room and that 
there was a man on the bed with 
her mother. “What I remember, 
this man’s penis is all white. I just 
couldn't understand it. where it 
came from, you know, or what it 
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was." She moved her nose as if she 
was smelling something nasty. 
"There was this smell, horrible, 
nasty like ... But it was horrible, 
and then I was on the bed. and then 
... they turned on me." 

As she answered my questions, 
one memory went into another. "I 
had these little white socks on and 
Just a little top and. um. a nappy, a 
nappy-type thing ... and my 
mother," she sighed deeply Imy 
notes say, “letting her breath out bit 
by birj. “my mother would hold 
me, one hand pulling my head 
back, by my hair, the other holding 
my arms back of me. my neck bade 
like and... and... and Iti vomit. 

“Sometimes she would blindfold 
me — she called it ‘playing blind- 
man's-buff. And she would tie a 
stocking around my eyes and lift 
me up and twirl me around, 
laughing. And then she'd put a 
thing ... a silky thing around my 
face to ... to keep my mouth open 
and it was so dreadful, with the 
rosaries you know, bumping into 
me you know. 1 felt so bad. so bad. I 
felr so... so dirty." 

How often did this happen? 1 
asked. “I don't know. Not that often 
perhaps, or maybe quite a few 
times. I don’t know." 

I knew that a medical examina¬ 


tion before she went to Red 
Bank had shown her to be 
intact. Did the men touch you, 
below? I asked. It was very, very 
difficult for her to find the words for 
the answer. 

“Yes. but.. .and I donl mean... 
Not. you know. 1 don’t think it was 
there. 1 mean 1 was held down on 
my stomach. It hurts like hell, it 
hurt... it really, really hurt. I was 
gagged but I screamed. ‘It hurts, it 
hurts'. And she said to me, softly 
you know: ‘It won’t be long now, it 
won’t hurt for long.’ But it did. I 
was sore. I had marks, scratch 
marks on my legs and marks 
where I had things stuck into me." 
Things? What sort of things? "They 
were ... sort of bullets, like a shot¬ 
gun kind of bullet, with a brass 
thing, a suppository type of thing 
... 1 used io have them twirled into 
me." 

She pulled up the skirt of the long 
dress she was wearing and showed 
me some curious round scars. 

Did you ever wonder why they 
did that? 

She shook her head. "Perhaps to 
make me cry? But I didnX 1 
wouldn’t cry." 

You are crying now: you are 
crying here. 

“I wouldn't cry then." she 
repeated. 

Did your mother give you things 
afterwards? 

“Yes, sweeties, and she was nice 
to me, and she laughed. 1 can 
remember times when I had these 
games, I felt afterwards she loved 
me. I had a bag of chips and I 
wouldn’t get hit I remember her 
then as very pretty and she didn’t 
call me names, and even taught me 
to knit But she ripped ail the 
stitches off and threw the stuff at 
me." 

Extracted from Cries Unheard, by Gina 
Sereny. to be published by Macmillan 
on May 6. £20. © Gitta Sereny 1998 

TOMORROW 

The trial and what 
followedthe only 
girl in a boys 9 
remand school 
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Bell, book 
and the 
newspapers 

Peter Stothard, Editor of The 
Times, on the responsibilities 
of the press to tell hard truths 


Alan Coren 


I know that many readers 
of The Times will oppose 
the publication today of 
extracts from Gitta Sereny* 
book about the child-killer 
Mary Bell. Cries Unheard is 
the horrific story of a woman 
looking back at her life under 
an inquisitors light. She sees 
her mother's life as a sadistic 
prostitute, her own childhood 
experiences as a sex-toy for 
masochist clients, her months 
as a killer of two small beys 
and her extended adolescence, 
from the age of II to 2!, as a 
saga of abuse and betrayal in 
English prisons. There are no 
pleasant sights. This is not a 
pleasant book to read. And. to 
pile qualm upon qualm, the 
author could research the 
book only by paying money to 
her subject 

The Times has already re¬ 
ceived complaints from loyal 
readers about the derision. 
More will doubtless follow. 
Gitta Sereny. after a life 
analysing the self-knowledge 
of Nazi bureaucrats and con¬ 
centration camp commanders, 
has discovered a special cour¬ 
age in herself. She does not 
apply balm to the wounds that 
we feel when children in our 
society kill other children. She 
does not look away and she 
does not let her readers look 

away. Her vision is _ 

unyielding, her te¬ 
nacity unforgiving. Joum 

Let me apologise in . 

advance to those job 

who feel that their ,, 

understanding of SiieO 

Mary Bell's crimes „ t 
— and the crimes of uu 1 
those who killed dflrkf 

James Bulger and 
others — is already " 

quite sufficient They should 
read no more. 

Let me answer too those 
who feel full outrage at the 
payments made to Mary Bell 
by Gitta Sereny. Without those 
payments the book would not 
exist. The test Lies in the boric I 
respect the views of my col¬ 
league Ubby Purves who 
wrote here yesterday under 
the headline “Hear her. but 
don't pay". 1 am satisfied that 
Mary Bril's mind would not 
have been probed for the 
hours that Gitta Sereny re¬ 
quired if payment had not 
been made. She would not 
have been heard, if she had 
not been paid. Those who can 
now read the book can now 
decide whether the cost was 
too high. 

It is a fundamental function 
of journalism to shed light in 
dark comers of human life. 
The informed analysis of a 30- 
year-old crime, one that still 
has the power to move vast 
emotions, is a key role for a 
free press within an open 
society. These are tasks that 
only rarely win friends. I do 
not expect to win many friends 
in the next few days. The 
losing of friends is perhaps a 
necessary pan of editing a 
newspaper. And yet some 
readers will still ask why The 
Times, their 77mes. should be 
the newspaper placing the 
miserable life of a massively 
disturbed young woman be¬ 
fore their eves this morning. 
They too deserve an answer. 

The first work b> Sereny on 
the Man- Bril case appeared 
in the Telegraph magazine in 
1069 and it was to The Daily 


Journalism’s 
job is to 
shed light 
on life’s 
darker side 


IN THE MIDDIE- 
EAST we deploy- 

ARABIST Go&tiCQOK, 
BALANCED BY 
{SRAEU-mriREK 
Yours truly... 


... IN ULSTER I 
com E UP WITH 
THE CATHOLIC 
BUT CONSERVATIVE 
& UNIONIST 
CHRIS PATTEN. 


ER... ANYBODY 
KNOW A SERBU" 
K060VAN- MUSUM- 

CHRISTIAN-ORTHOOOX- 

AL8ANJAN-FORMER 
YUGOSLAVIAN? 


Telegraph that the author and 
publisher first offered the 
serialisation rights, under 
agreed conditions of the strict¬ 
est confidence, last month. The 

reaction of thai newspaper 
and of its editor, Charles 
Moore, was enthusiastic. A 
substantial fee, almost twice 
what The Times eventually 
paid, was initially agreed. As 
Mr Moore made dear, he had 
no moral qualms about publi¬ 
cation and he respected the 
author’s reasons for wanting 
money to go to her subject tn 
principle, he said, he strongly 
supported the project 

Prindpte. however, turned 
out to be rather deferent from 
practice. In deriding not to 
serialise Gitta Sereny* book, 
he confessed his fear that 
jealous competitors anxious to 
undermine his newspaper* 
reputation, would throw mud 
at it and that some would 
stick. He predicted conse¬ 
quences that would be catas¬ 
trophic for The Daily 
Telegraph. Although publica¬ 
tion of the book was deariy in 
the public interest, he said, the 
serialisation was just too dan¬ 
gerous for him. 

Fear of danger is a sort of 
virtue, though not the sort that 
normally wins the praise of 
The Daily Telegraph leader 

_ columns. Rejection 

of principle in re- 
Iism ’s turn for safety from 

criticism might be 
5 to judged a sort of 

r - virtue too. So would 
®gni die protection by an 

p p ,„ editor of his news- 
lcs paper when it is ! 
'Side under threat But 
. they are not the best 

values of The Daily 
Telegraph, and barely values 
at all in the school of Gitta 
Sereny. whom Mr Moore 
claims so to admire. 

Times readers are therefore 
the recipients of a serious piece 
of journalism whose virtues 
The Daily Telegraph praised 
but whose uncertain conse¬ 
quences that newspaper did 
not wish to face. Some of our 
readers may wish dial The 
Times too had turned Gitta 
Sereny down. I can ask them 
only to read before they judge. 

During his negotiations 
with the publisher of Cries 
Unheard. Mr Moore prom¬ 
ised absolute confidentiality 
about all his dealings, includ¬ 
ing, as is normal in such 
negotiations, the very fact that 
he had been offered the book 
at alL This principled offer too, 
however, was followed by a 
preference for practical advan¬ 
tage. In The Daity Telegraph 
yesterday, as the criticism of 
The Times was rising and 
before anyone else had rad the 
chance to read the book, he 
wrote a lengthy article, citing I 
authorities as for apart as | 
original sin and the Press , 
Complaints Commission, all 
under the headline. "Why we | 
refused to serialise the story of 
Mary BelL" 

Only by attempting to un¬ 
derstand what coukl conceiv¬ 
ably have driven an eleven- 
year-old girl to kill two small 
boys who trusted to - can we 
come any doser to stopping 
these crimes that outrage any 
society the most. It is the very 
sensitivity of the issue that 
makes the duty of the journal¬ 
ist plain. 






VI 


2 $ /r 98 


If the Tories had won. 


I magine thatyou woke up a year 

ago this week and found some¬ 
thing most odd had happened. 
The Tories had squeaked back 
into power. John Major had polled 
his 1992 vote and remained in 
Downing Street, understandably 
rather pleased with himself. The 
Blai rites were shattered. The poll¬ 
sters were disembowelled and the 
media got drunk. A bored Britain 
had looked at its Latest bank balance, 
wandered down to the polling booth 
and voted for the devil it knew. 

Would Britain today be any differ¬ 
ent, really? , 

I know what I am supposed to say. 
1 am supposed to be dazzled by spin. 
Britain is so much more refreshed, so 
revitalised, so new. It has a spring in 
its step, a self-confidence. New Bri¬ 
tannia is hot. and cool. Out has gone 
the old Tory and old Labour ways. In 
has come a way of the third kind-The 
faces are different Different people, 
different faces, different ways. Chi it 
spins. Ways faring different people, 
people faring different ways. And all 
so new. 

Such blancmange has its place on 
the political menu. What Tony Blair's 
project achieved four years ago was 
remarkable. It asserted the primacy 
of politics in public affairs, and the 
primacy of feeling good in politics. 
Feeling good is about image, smiles, 
soothing words, Orwell's language 
“designed to anaesthetise a portion of 
the brain". This anaesthetic is not 
cynical but to a purpose, to help 
necessary but unpalatable change 
slide down the gullet, in this case the 
gullet of Labour voters. Politics is the 
art of holding public attention and 
Mr Blair is good at it There was a 
war to be fought, a war for power. 
New Labour* approach was that of 
General Colin Powell. You hurl 
everything you have into battle, 
because you sincerely warn to win. 

A year ago Britain wanted a 
change of face, it “slung the bastards 
out", if only because h sensed that 
elites need periodic boxing and 
coxing. Britons have had a year's 
relief from the turmoils of the early 
Nineties. Every dvO war requires a 
hifi. so the nation can bury its dead, 
dean blood from the walls and sow 
next year's harvest. Hence Mr Blair. 
In just a year he has won a personal 
standing that h took Margaret 
Thatcher five years and a war to 
achieve. Given the trials and errors 
inevitable in the early years of an 
ingenue administration, the mishap 
rate has been astonishingly low. The 


Despite the spin, Blair is completing 
Thatcherism, but by other means 


Simons. Ecclestones and Irvines have 
been passing clouds of no great 
moment Efficiency has returned to 
British politics. These people are still 
a dass act Even the dyed-in-the-wool 
sceptic must acknowledge it 

Bur that does not answer my 
question. It is not hard to be efficient 
if you are taking over a successful 
plant and leaving it as is. A change of 
political leadership normally implies 
more than a change of cast It implies 
a new play. Labour's manifesto 
pledge was, after all, “more than a 
change of government a new course 
for the future”. 

Looking back _ 

over the year, we —~ # 

can see that “gov- a ■ • 

emmen r hardly \ 4 A/i/)gk/yi 

kJvffvxJlv 

the departure of the j m - • 

Tories. Gordon J 

Brown's Budget i §04M 

was one that Ken- f tif I it 

neth Clarke might / 

well have intro- ** 
duced. There was 
no rise in direct taxes. Economic 
discipline is being exerted through 
interest rates (albeit via the Bank of 
England] as under the Tories. Britain 
has not joined the euro. It will do so 
“only if and when economic circum¬ 
stances are right", which was what 
die Tories said. 

The Government is seeking funda¬ 
mental reform of social security and 
pensions. So were the Tories. It is 
targeting single parent housing, 
sickness and unemployment benefit 
and pressing on with the “Welfare to 
Work" scheme. It is capping local 
government centralising education 
and bossing families about all Tory 
policies. The Government wants to be 
more involved in seme nri ng, more 
concerned with paedophilia, more 
sceptical of legal aid. 

Waiting lists are lengthening. Stu¬ 
dent support is being cut Defence 
and grand opera are being reviewed. 

Another breakthrough has been de¬ 
clared in Northern Ireland Beef 
policy is a shambles. The lottery is 
being raided and privatisation ex¬ 
tended Tory spending targets are 
honoured, and any thought that the 
“comprehensive spending review" 
will yield extra money firmly 
squashed. There is nothing here to 


which a Major Cabinet would have 
taken exception. 

These are massive continuities in 
British government I am sure that 
even devolution to Scotland Wales 
and London, where Labour has 
shown most radicalism, would have 
seen some light of day after a Tory 
victory. Compare this with the reck¬ 
less spending and policy chaos of 
other electoral “revolutions" — in 
1945, 1964 and 1979 — and Labour* 
record this past year 'borders on a 
conspiracy of inertia. The Blair team 
has embodied the maxim that you 
campaign in poetry but you govern in 

_ prose. “Dullness in 

parliamentary gov- 
• • ; eriiraenV- , said 

g\n/i . Bdgehot,“isa.testbf 

f Jib • ! its excellence, arrin- 

F cess." Mr Blair's 

1 Cabinet was not 

\_bfbeJ bom dull, but may 

yet thrust dullness 
• — upon itself. 

Strip away the 
politics, die razzmatazz and the spin, 
and Mr Blair in government is doing 
precisely the job Mr Major attempted 
to do after 1991 That job, to adapt 
Clausewiiz, was the completion of 
Thatcherism by other means. Mr 
Blair* own campaign to get rid of 
Clause Fbur, to entrench Tory spend¬ 
ing plans and to press ahead with 
welfare reform was directed at bed¬ 
ding down the upheaval in Britain* 
political economy initiated under 
Baroness Thatcher. These reforms, 
mere aspirations elsewhere in 
Europe, are recognised fay Mr Blair 
as British triumphs, if, to protect 
them, he has to insulate Britain from 
European polities, so be it. He is 
happy to ally Labour with Bfil 
Clinton’s America. 

The apologists go through this 
argument protesting that Blairism is 
quite different from Thatcherism. 
They print out that Mr Blair is a 
heater, inclusive, youthful, unfrigh¬ 
tening to trade unions and little 
children. He may do the same things 
as the Tories would have done, but he 
means them different I reply that 
this is the essence of his remit The 
dirty work has been done. Healing, 
inclusion, consensus are the next 
stage in the treatment 


The language of this Government 
could not be further removed from 
the inclusive statism of old Labour. 
The key words might be read out of 
the Conservative manifesto, those of 
personal, family and community 
responsibility. As David Selboume 
prints out in his Centre for Policy 
Studies pamphlet new Labour talks 
of the poor having duties not rights. 
Its old libertarian agenda has van¬ 
ished. along with its egalitarian one. 
Labour is dirigiste at home and 
interventionist abroad. The cause is 
no longer the redistribution of 
wealth. It is (he dissemination of 
morality. High Toryism may have 
lost the war. It won the argument. 


H ow long this Government 
can stay true to its 
Thatcherifie credentials Is- 
an open question. In 
malting itself more accountable to the 
media than to Parliament, it runs a 


longer gurgling in the cot It is into 
solids and Teaming to crawL For the 
party and many junior ministers, the 
first shelf of crockery is within reach. 
The terrible twos beckon. 

We can already see an ominous 
symptom of the old politics, a 
springtime restlessness. We are told 
there must be an imminent reshuffle: 
Why? A spending review is under 
way. which is bound to raise and 
dash expectations. Again why? There 
is talk once more of toughening up 
Downing Street to give it more 
power against the Treasury. More co¬ 
ordination is allegedly needed in 
cross-departmental policy. These are 
the familiar signs of the politics of 
fidget, that so enervated Mr Major* 
tenure. Mr Blair should stick to 
Bagehot and keep life dull. The 
Government is not so broke that it 
needs mending. 

So for Mr, Blair has brought to 
Thatcherism a touch of magic. He is 
the idng on the cake — with John 
Prescott as the marzipan. He is 
encasing Thatcherism in consensus 
and sugar-dusting it with joy. Last 
year* election was never to find a 
warrior or philosopher. It sought a 
custodian to cany on the Glorious 
Revolution begun in 1979 and under 
way ever since. Few wanted this 
revolution reversed or even revised. 
They just wanted it to stop hurting, to 
have its pains relieved with political 
balm. That was Mr Blair's job 
specification. So far it has been met. 


Postal order 


IS TOW BLAIR suffering from Al 
Gore-syndrome? The Prime Minis¬ 
ter is using the authority 1 of his 
office for a whip-round for the 
Labour Party which brings to 
mind the allegations against the 
American Vice-President that he 
made fundraising telephone calls 
from federal property. 

Diary Towers was yesterday 
delighted to receive an envelope 
stamped with the phrase “The 
Prime Minister". Anticipating my 
appointment to one of the govern¬ 
ment task-forces. I discovered the 
letter contained instead a eulogy to 
the administration* achievements, 
signed The Kt Hon Tony Blair 
MP. Prime Minister and leader of 
the Labour Party". Included was 
one small favour. "Why not mark 
May 1 by encouraging a friend or 
relative to join us by tilling in the 
membership form enclosed in this 
letterT* A direct debit instruction 
dropped out of the envelope. 

The Prime Minister* letter sails 
dose to the wind of the Cabinet 
Office rules, which state that 
ministers must ensure dear water 
between their government and 
party activities. Francis Maude, 
the Shadow' Culture spokesman, 
said: "it is an absurd breach of the 


spirit of the rules. John Major 
would have been violently attacked 
if he had done such a thing." I. for 
one. have not passed on the name 
of a friend to the Labour Party via 
the PM. 

• J2V BELATED recognition of his 
genious. Buster Keaton has been 
immortalised in bronze. The Royal 
Society of British Sculptors has 
unveiled a 5ft statue of the 
comedian which will take centre 
stage in rite institution's perma¬ 
nent collection. Created by John 
Mills, the society's president, it 




EDWARD WELSH 

aims to capture Keaton's 
"Valentino-style" good looks: 
“Keaton is one of the geniuses of 
comic cinema, so it's about time 
people pul him back on the 
pedestal he deserves ." Lers hope 
the statue does not start doing 
slapstick tumbles. 

Pole position 

THE callow youth responsible for 
“Cool Britannia" is dambermg up 
Labour's greasy pole. Mark Leon¬ 
ard. the 23-year-oid researcher for 
Demos, will stand for the party in 
Hampstead Town in next month* 
local elections Unhelpfully Leon¬ 
ard. the author of the report on 
rebranding Britain from Blair* fa¬ 
vourite think-tank, would not dis¬ 


cuss how he hopes to put policy 
into practice: “What I do in my pri¬ 
vate time is nobody* business." 
Obviously, die boy has a lot lo 
learn if he hopes to escape 
wonkdom for good. 

• SOME wise words from Lord 
Williams of Mostyn, the Home Of¬ 
fice Minister: “Manyyears ago my 
father warned me. 'Ifyou ever go to 
the House of Lords, avoid tun 
things: loose women and hypo¬ 
thetical questions"How different 
from the Commons. 

Brussels bout 

IS THIS the entryism of the Nine¬ 
ties? Lord Freeman, the former 
Conservative minister, has placed 
a fanatical Europhobe on the ap¬ 
proved Central Office list for next 
year* Euro-elections. Mike Pen¬ 
ning could be on the MEPs short¬ 
list by the summer after spending 
the past six years working for Sir 
Teddy Taylor, the notorious Brus- 
sds*muncfrer. Penning* greatest 
claim to fame, however, was to 
make John Major* lire a misery: 
be was chief puppet-master to the 
eight Conservative MPs from 
whom the whip was withdrawn 
because of their bloody-minded¬ 
ness over Europe. I hope he suc¬ 
ceeds: Brussds might suddenly 
come alive. 



IN A withering outburst against George Michael Camille 
PSglia. the American feminist writer, has split with the 

homosexual eommunfty to attack the promiscuity oT gay men. 

The high-profile lesbian attacks the "anything goes" attitude 
among homosexuals and the media* gentle treatment of the 
singer after hisarrest outside a Los Angeles lavatory this month. 

1 m getting sick and tired of the sentimcntaL fed-good, liberal 
propaganda that is concealing and denying the blatant Nero-era 
decadence of so many gay men’s lives, where compulsive, 
tunnel-vtfflpn promtwiity has become institutionalised." Paglia 

" A Pfkd artist like George 
** ,s on the receding 

studio, not the Beverly Hills latrines.. .he was just doing what 

^nanj^iy m thesoaal fast fane, protected by a media culture 
tint faafety equates homosexuality with heterosexuality and 
asksno deepquestions about human psychology beyond the 
wperficial Kberal vs conservative. freedom\*Spnssion 
dichotomy." A case of the pot and the kettle? 



■ Will she always 
be like an icon 
in the bin? 

I t is Monday morning, and] 
am standing here at my 
whedie-biiL fraught fay 
thoughts of Mr Okamofo. j 
came out to dispose of Sunday* 
newspapers, but I cannot move. 
Mr Okamoto has immobilised 
me. That is because 1 learnt, a 
few minutes ago, that Mr Oka- 
moto’s marriage was in trouble. 

it is in trouble thanks- io 
evidence before an industrial 
tribunal last week, when the 
sacked plaintiff alleged that her 
employer. Mr Okamoto, had 
upset her by referring to the fete 
Diana as a "bloody big-nosed 
princess": and, this morning, 
the news has broken that Mr 
O kamoto is even more upset 
with her hubbie than the ptefa- 
tiff was. She rang him from their 
Paris flat and threatened to 
leave him. He could hear her 
throwing crockery about Then 
she flew home to their house fa 
Kew, had another shouting 
match, and walked out Inter¬ 
viewed by a caring press, Mr 
Okamoto blubbed: "Diana has 
put my marriage in peril." 

What does this have to do with 
me and my dustbin? Every¬ 
thing- For. having spent my 
breakfast reading about the 
Okamoto split in today* papers, 

I armful! ed yesterday's for dis¬ 
posal, elbowed open the binfat 
and was about to drop them in 
when I spotted, on top of the pfle. 
a 10x8 studio portrait of Dima. 

which The Mail on Sunday had 
sent me as a fabulous exclusive 
free gift, suitable for framing, a 
lasting memento for den or 
boudoir. However, though it is a 
charming photo. I did not want 
it hanging on my wall. I have 
never hung royal photographs 
on my walls, this is not the 
Crick!ewood Consulate, and I 
do not intend to start now. But 
the Okamoto incident has made 
me suddenly uneasy about con¬ 
signing the snapshot to the 
rubbish, since the consequences 
of that action are fraught with 
imponderabifty. Oh, 1 think’r 
know Mrs Coren wed enough to 
be fairly certain thar she would 
not. ff she spotted the portrafa 
curling among the j eggshells, 
r begin defenestrating saucepans 
: £#d phoning lawyers, but wfaB , 
about the dustmen? .Where the 
Princess is concerned, national 
feelings run high, I could well 
find fish-heads all over the lawn, 
at best, and. at worst teeth all 
over the pavement 
Should I tear it up. then, into 
unrecognisable fragments? But 
how unrecognisable might a 
fragment not be, to the eagle eye 
of a trained totter? What reac¬ 
tion might follow his seeing a j 
beloved icon tom to shreds? And 
if I burnt It who is to say that 
some prodnose neighbour 
might not dock the wisping 
smoke, focus a binocular, and 
gossip me from Crickiewood to 
Coventry, drummed out of the 
tennis dub, stripped of my 
Neighbourhood Watch epau¬ 
lette, shunned in the boozer, 
refused the loan of secateurs? 


W orseyet—else I should 
nor be burdening you 
with my worries — 1 
rather fear that this sort of cna 
is not mine alone. For. the 
Princess has become a shibbo- 
let h. Sh e is a watershed, and a 
yardstick: we are defined by our 
response to her. In the few 
months following the death that 
made her a source of national 
unity, she has turned into a 
source of national division. Only 
a chump would drop her name 
in pub or dub or stadium, raise 
any of her myriad contentious 
topic s at a dinner parry, ask an 
opinion of the Clapham omni¬ 
bus: you cannot even choose a 
margarine or poke a coin into a 
collection box or subscribe to a 
newspaper without publicly de¬ 
claring, willy-nilly, an interest 
which could lead to almost 
anything. 

So can that day be far off 
w hen, before being given a 
mortgage, or a credit card, or a 
subscription to Reader’s Digest, 
or a lottery ticket applicants will 
have to tick a box declaring 
whether they are for Diana or 
against — not knowing which 
answer will find favour? Will 
canny defence barristers begin 
introducing the Diana factor as 
a mitigation in wife-batterings, 
road-rages, murders, even? Will 
doctors refuse calls to houses not 
displaying a framed portrait 
dentists grow differentially 
clumsy, cabbies throw you out 
m the middle of nowhere, police* 
mat withhold the time of day 
without a signed statement, and 
Santa Clauses require the sup¬ 
plicant contents of their laps to 
state their sympathies?. 

Too many questions, com¬ 
plain* not enough answers. I 
dare not give them. 1 have 
jdroady gone too far. Tomorrow, 
mis column will probably be 
burning on a pole outside 
Afthorp- I fed a fatwa coming 
on. 


• 
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DOUBLE DUTCH 

A Franco-German fudge that Blair ought to resist 
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The stage is set, the script was written long 
ago and the actors are rehearsed and ready. 
With Tony Blair as benign impresario, the 
curtain rises this weekend in Brussels on Act 
1 of the long-awaited EMU drama. In the 
anxiety to ensure a triumphal launch for the 
single currency, almost nothing has been left 
to chance: Muted muttering from the Bund¬ 
esbank regardless, it has long been dear 
that II of the European Union's 15 member 
states will be declared eligible, despite die 
underlying divergence between their econo¬ 
mies. Ahead of the formal-event, die finan¬ 
cial markets have obligingly been penning 
rave reviews. And no government is more 
determined than Britain’s to ensure the 
success of this avowedly historic occasion. 

There is only one potentially show- 
wrecking snag. There is total deadlock cm 
the acutely sensitive question of who is to be 
appointed president of the European Centra l 
Bank, the independent institution seated 
under the Maastricht treaty to run the new 
currency. Germany, supported by most EU 
governments, is adamant that Wim Duisert- 
berg, the stolidly monetarist Dutch head of 
the interim European Monetary Insti tute. 
must have the job and this was regarded as 
settled until last November, when President 
Chirac and Lionel Jospin, the Prime Mm- 
ister. united to throw a French spanner in 
the works. Their candidate is Jean-Clande 
Trichet, the equally orthodox head of the 
Banque de France — on the intrinsically 
suspect grounds that a French president was 
part of an allegedly agreed quid pro quo lor 
siting die bank in Frankfurt 

The derision must be unanimous and. 
since the bank opens for business an July 1, 
six months before EMU goes into operation, 
further delay amid unsettle the markets. 
Hie pressure on the British presidency to 
manufacture a compromise this weekend is 
thus considerable. Mr Blair is keen to oblige. 
He should not be too keen. Delay may be un¬ 
desirable, but much greater damage oould 


OPEN AND SHUT CASE 

Any inquiry should not weaken the RUC 


ft for ! 


Chris Patten is an inspired choice to chair a 
commission of inquiry into the future of the 
Royal Ulster Constabulary. A distinguished 
servant of the Crown, who has fought to 
preserve the rule of law from subversion, he 
is in a position to strengthen the protection 
Ulster’s citizens deserve. The demand for an 
inquiry had come loudest from republicans, 
anxious to destabilise a constabulary which 
had become an effective counter-terrorist 
force. Republicans (raped that a innocent 
from abroad might be drafted in with an 
agenda to indulge them. Instead, a Conser¬ 
vative and Unionist politician has been 
approached and it is to be hoped he will 
accept, foe better to bolster a farce under fire. 

Mr Patten has experience of foe Province 
without any current and compromising 
involvement in its politics, having served as 
a minister at the Northern Ireland Office in 
^ the Eighties. During that time Mr Patten 
consolidated his reputation for plain-dealing 
and showed particular sensitivity to ways in 
which foe concerns of nationalists couid be 
accommodated within foe Union. Since 
then, conspicuously in Hong Kong, he has 
proved he is no pushover. Faced with Chin¬ 
ese critics who had used violence in the past 
and continued to clothe their aggressive 
instincts in foe language of ancient wrongs, 
Mr Patten proved resolute. He should show 
the same fortitude and commitment to dem¬ 
ocracy when dealing with Gary Adams. 

Mr Patten recognised in Hong Kong that 
British stewardship had not been free of 
errors but the balance, espedalfy in foe 
years immediately before fus arrival, was 
heavily on the credit side. So it is with 
policing in Ulster. There have been mis¬ 
takes, but tiie recent record of the force is a 
^source of legitimate pride among its mem- 
’fbers. Operating undo: conditions of stress 
and danger almost unknown in the rest of 
the United Kingdom, RUC officers have 
exercised restraint and even-handedness. 
The force policed loyalist protests at 


Drumcree and Hanyville with the same 
exemplary discipline which it has deployed 
to contain nationalist agitation. 

Alle gation s nf secta rianism p olitically 
motivated and statistically skewed. Al¬ 
though the force is disproportionately Prot¬ 
estant, that is a consequence of IRA intim¬ 
idation of potential Catholic recruits rather 
than evidence of discrimination within the 
police. After the ERA called its ceasefire the 
proportion of applicants from the Catholic 
community far jobs with the RUC rose to 
over 30 per cent of foe total, strikingly dose 
to the sectarian balance in foe Province. 
Only foe threat of assassination at the hands 
of republican terrorists determined to under¬ 
mine and marginalise the force depressed 
the number of Catholic recruits. 

Republicans argue they want a replace¬ 
ment for the RUC which can command 
cross-community support and operate as a 
“normal" police force yet they frustrate any 
attempt by die RUC to operate normally. 
Republican activists have even prevented 
RUC officers from conducting road safety 
classes in Catholic schools. The RUC could 
become a‘“normal” police force tomorrow, in 
the same way as, say. the Lothian and 
Borders Police are, if republicans were 
unequivocally to abandon the aimed strug¬ 
gle and decommission their aims. It is only 
the, still present, threat of terrorist violence 
which compels the RUC to maintain its 
heig htene d level of vigilance. 

Mr Patten should certainly consider.what 
reforms might allow constitutional national¬ 
ists to fed at ease with the RUG but his mam 
task would be to enhance the operational 
effectiveness of a Crown force. He could best 
do that by keeping the Constabulary, as the 
Hang Kong police were. Royal The highest 
mark of civil favour in our society should not 
be withdrawn from those who have sac¬ 
rificed so much- And foe highest duty of 
those who have Ulster's interests at heart 
should be the security of its people. 


FORGIVENESS FREES 

Keiko H olmes is honoured and blessed as a peacemaker 


h. 
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Forgiving the unrepentant is lik e dr awing 
pictures on water. This Japanese proverb is 
characteristically succinct It is precisely 
because the Japanese have appeared too 
unrepentant have never fully made amends 
to the British for their actions dining the 
war, that many former POWs find it almost 
impossible, to forgive them. Veterans who 
, suffered brutal torture and degradation at 

die hands of Japanese forces are anguished 

by the forthcoming visit of Emperor Aionito 

to London. It wfli be foe first formal visit by a 

Japanese Head of State since foe current 
Emperor’s father, Hirahito. visited tne 
capital ih 1971 and was greeted by nun and 
silent crowds along the Mall. And stQL2S 
years later, painful resentments Imger^lne 
more militant campaigners are threatening 
to send their medals back to the Queen m 
protest Others demand not only a full ana 
meaningful apology but financial compen¬ 
sation too. 

This bitterness is understandable among 
those who endured hideous atrocities. but 
M is damaging — not least when, passed down 
y through foe generations, it tains foe 
altitudes of those who were not even auw 
during the war. That is why the pissianar 
Mrs Keiko Holmes is so impressive, want¬ 


ing in a spirit of healing and reconciliation, 
this Japanese national who married a 
British businessman has for some seven 
y ppr s hff-n organising pfl^iImages of former 
POWs and then- familie s to Japan. There 
they are helped to come to terms with the 
horrors of foe Second World. War, to visit 
cemeteries and meet a new generation of- 
Japanese people, farming f riend s hip s 
which, it is hoped, wffl prove more lasting 
than hate. 

Mis Holmes's healing work is part of a 
wider strategy shared by both governments 
to knit Britain and Japan. During Mr Blair’s 
visit to Tbkyo earlier this year, for example, 
plans were discussed for a system of 
scholarships for young students to study in 
each others’ countries. Such ideas can only 
lead to a dissolving of differences, a bridging 
of an injurious rift. 

When yesterday Keiko Holmes was 
presented with an honorary OBE by the 
Queen, it was part of a soothing process 
intended to ease the way for Emperor 
Akihft n’g visit. But her investiture should be 
seen as mine than simply a diplomatic 
gesture. It is a mark of respect for someone 
who believes that we cannot only leant to 
forgive, but also to forget. 
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be done if this battle is seeded through foe 
kind of horse-trading that is the trademark 
of EU politics, where nationalities, recip¬ 
rocal favours and imrehfwl rtAal j f fafo* 
priority over profes sional qualifications. 

The most likely scenario is to split the ECB 
president's eight-year non-renewable term, 
stipulated in foe Maastricht treaty, between 
foe two men. It would also be the worst It is 
already evident that the laundi of the single 
currency is a political undertaking, not a 
technical fix to underpin foe single market; 
that much has been underlined by the 
wholesale manipulation of foe Maastricht 
qualifying criteria. The costs erf EMU failure 
would also be political and they would now 
be high. That is why, for foe sake of 
credibility, the currency's manager must be 
advertisedfy free of political pressures. 

On the criteria, the treaty language left 
same leeway for creative accounting, al¬ 
though far less than governments have 
found it expedient to pretend exists. But the 
protocol setting up foe ECB. the institutional 
bedrock of foe euro, provides no scope fix’a 
bulge. The ECB president's term cannot be 
divided, like Thebes after the death (ff Croon, 
without breaching the Maastricht treaty. In 
terms of market perceptions, that is also true 
of any “gentleman's agreement” to do so 
without putting it in writing. Political 
jobbery deferred is still political jobbery. 

FTOirae may wen use its veto. It would be a 
defensible move; Helmut Kohl's refusal to 
countenance M Trichet—who could do the 
job as well as Mr Duisenberg and possibly 
better — is as political as France's determ¬ 
ination to have him. At the heart of this 
dispute is the deep division between Paris 
and Bonn about the role of European monet¬ 
ary policy. None of Mr Blair's presenta¬ 
tional .skil ls can hide that truth. But he can at 
least preserve the facade of ECB integrity by 
sticking to the letter of Maastricht, even if 
that means a last-minute search for a third 
candidate to serve foe frill eight-year term. 


Ethical to pay for 
Mary Bell’s story? 

From Mr Nick Weall 

Sir, In the controversy over the Mary 
Bell book (reports. April 27,28) I think 
there is one fundamental point. Mary 
Bell gave up a considerable amount of 
her time and inner thoughts to Gina 
Sereny. If money was the key to. 
gaining this, then it might well have 
been money well spent 

Mazy Bell has, no doubt been rein¬ 
tegrated into our materialistic society, 
perhaps we should not be too sur¬ 
prised if she might appreciate a little 
more matey in her life. 

What has happened to Christian 
forgiveness? How can we reasonably 
condemn Mary Bell to a life of social 
rejection and attempt to control her in¬ 
come, for a crime site committed at the 
age of 11? Ar that age her parents and 
immediate environment must have 
bad an enormous influence over her. 

We stand to gain as a society from 
any insights gained from Gitta Ser- 
eny*s serious research, surely we 
should not begrudge Maiy Bel) fair 
recompense for co-operating? 

Yours faithfully. 

NICK WEALL 
54 Norbuiy Avenue, 

Watford, Hertfordshire WDl 1PJ. 
April 28. 

From Mr Alfred Finer 

Sir. The controversy surrounding the 
payment to Mary Bell for her help in 
producing a book about her criminal 
activities as a child has. according to 
your report of today, prompted a 
former director of Social Services to 
welcome the publication as of great 
value in getting Mary Bell’s side of 
her story. The author, Gitta Sereny, is 
quoted as saying: “It would have been 
an impossible project without her col¬ 
laboration." 

I venture to suggest that it would 
have perhaps been impossible to 
achieve the sales which the author is 
looking for, without having the input 
from Mary Bell. This payment was 
unnecessary for a serious insight as to 
why a woman, as a child, committed 
those terrible crimes. . .. 

During custody Mary Bell was in 
die care of psychiatrists, psycholo¬ 
gists, social workers, chaplains and, 
no doubt, researchers. I am confident 
that there is ample knowledge into the 
mind of Mary Bell, some written in 
learned journals, and all obtained 
without direct payment to the crimi¬ 
nal other than m the form of her keep 
as a guest of HM Prisons. 

Yours faithfully, 

ALFRED FINER. 

15 Regency House, N3 3JZ. 

April 27. 


liffe in the future 

From the Chief Executive of The . 
London International Financial 
Futures and Options Exchange (Liffe) 

Sir, It is not apparent from your arti¬ 
cle, “Men with no future keep looking 
on the bright side of liffe" (April 23). 
that Liffe continues to be foe world's 
second largest futures and options ex¬ 
change with trading volumes growing 
at 20 per cent a year. 

Without a doubt liffe is going 
through tremendous changes at the 
moment However, foe exchange’s de¬ 
rision to introduce a world-beating 
electronic trading system does not 
mean foal traders “will be all but gone 
by the millennium”. 

Many products continue to trade 
very successfully via "open outcry”. 
Ftor example, Erne’s market share of 
European short-term interest-rate 
contracts is rising and it has over 99 
per cent market share of the key Ger¬ 
man Euromark futures contract We 
have just stolen a march on our rivals 
by bring first with a euro contract — 
potentially a hugely successful con¬ 
tract — as well as a new European 
stock-index contract 
The writers of this article have fer¬ 
tile imaginations and make some ab¬ 
surd allegations about the behaviour 
of traders. While foe Liffe trading 
floor is a lively, vibrant and colourful 
place foe traders are there to trade 
and that is what they do. Perhaps the 
main exception is the effort they make 
to raise funds for charitable causes, 
amounting to £30(1000 in 1997. 

We provide invaluable risk-man¬ 
agement services to foe global finan¬ 
cial community, which affects all of us 
wbo have jobs, pensions, loans, sav¬ 
ings and mortgages. Liffe has a nomi¬ 
nal daily turnover of dose to £250 
billion and makes an annual contri¬ 
bution cialirast Q billion to UK invis¬ 
ible earnings. 

1 believe your article is misplaced, 
inaccurate and belittles the true bene¬ 
fits and strengths of the exchange. 
Yours faithfully, 

DANIEL HODSON. 

Chief Executive, 

The London International Financial 
Futures and Options Exchange. 
Cannon Bridge, EC4R3XX. 

April 28. 


Things to come? 

From Mr Paul Batterbury 
Sir, As 1 drove into London from the 
south on Sunday 1 noticed two tem¬ 
porary but adjacent road signs: “Mil¬ 
lennium Dome Construction Traffic" 
and “Peter the Great Exhibition". Are 
they finked in some prophetic way? 

Yours sincerely. 

PAUL BATTERBURY. - 
Pelham House. Worksop College. 
Worksop, Nottinghamshire S80 3AP. 
batterbwyQbtintemet.com 
April 27. 


Competition Bill and the press 


From the Minister of State, 
Department of Trade and industry 

Sir. Lord McNally (letter. April 27) in¬ 
vited me to set out what was unwork¬ 
able about his amendment to the 
Competition Bill, on the abuse of dom¬ 
inance in the newspaper industry. No 
doubt Lord McNally would acknowl¬ 
edge that Parliament is the proper 
place for the Government to set out its 
position on the amendment, and the 
Bill will short!)* be debated in the 
House erf Commons. However, it is no 
secret that the amendment is hope¬ 
lessly unclear on such matters as how 
market dominance would be assessed 
under the new prohibition, which 
companies would be covered and 
what sorts of business or editorial 
practices would be banned. The effect 
. of the amendment would be to inhibit 
genuine and beneficial competition 
between newspapers, which can only 
be bad news for consumers. 

Lord McNally's analogy with the 
newspaper merger provisions in the 
Fair Trading Act is unhelpful. There 
are spedfie public interest issues, such 
as accurate presentation of news and 


free expression of opinion, to be 
considered when deriding whether or 
not to allow a transfer of newspapers. 
That is why we are keeping the FTA 
provisions. The Bill, on the other 
hand, deals with matters which are 
common across the economy. It is the 
Government’s view that anti-compet¬ 
itive behaviour and abuses of domi¬ 
nance should be stopped wherever 
they take place' 

To this end the Competition Bill 
already introduces tough new powers 
to deal with anti-competitive behav¬ 
iour. These include a prohibition 
against abuse of dominance, includ¬ 
ing predatory pricing, which will be 
genuinely effective, unlike foe amend¬ 
ment Newspapers will not be exempt 

The reforms in the Bill are long 
overdue. Our approach has been very 
widely supported by business, prac¬ 
titioners and consumer groups. Ir 
deserves Lord McNally's support too. 

Yours etc, 

ian McCartney. 

Department of Trade and Industry, 

I Victoria Street. SWIH OET. 

April 28. 


Japan’s former PoWs 

From Mr Peter Collier 

Sir. I regard it as a great pity that Brit¬ 
ish veterans feel it necessary to insult 
foe Emperor of Japan (hiring his 
forthcoming visit to Britain (report, 
April 20). Whilst I would be the first to 
agree that former prisoners of war are 
long overdue for an unreserved 
apology for foe horrific way in which 
they were treated by foe Japanese 
Armed Forces during the Second 
World War. this surely cannot be foe 
right way to address foeir grievances 
to foe Japanese Government 

His Imperial Majesty cannot rea¬ 
sonably be held responsible for foe 
crimes that were carried out in the 
name of his late father, any more than 
the present German President could 
be Irald accountable for foe crimes of 
the Third Reich. It must also be re¬ 
membered that as a constitutional 
monarch, the Emperor is bound from 
expressing his own personal opinions 
on the matter, whatever they might 
be. in much the same way as our 
Queen is unable to become personally 
involved in political issues. It is the 
Japanese Government which must be 
pressed, and pressed hard, on this 
issue. 

It is sad that some British veterans, 
who during all they endured conduct¬ 
ed themselves with an honour and 
dignity that theircaptors sadly lacked, 
intend now to act in such an undigni¬ 
fied manner towards a man who was 
just a young bey at the time they were 
so brutally mistreated. 

Yours sincerely. 

P. COLDER. 

8 Yewtree Drive, 

Bromsgrove, Worcestershire B60IAJL 
April 20. 

From Mr Sam Falle 

Sir. As a former prisoner of war of the 
Japanese, may I explain why I am in¬ 
terested in reconciliation with our 
former enemies. 

My ship, foe destroyer HMS En¬ 
counter, was sunk by an overwhelm¬ 
ing Japanese naval force in the battle 
of the Java Sea on March 1.1942. to¬ 


gether with HMS Exeter, of River 
Plate fame, and (he USS Pope. 

The Japanese rescued as many sur¬ 
vivors as they could find, taking much 
time over the operation. 

When my shipmates and I — over 
300 in all — scrambled aboard the 
small Japanese destroyer Ikazuchi, 
weak after 24 hours in the water and 
covered in oil, we were given an aston¬ 
ishingly friendly welcome. 

The Japanese sailors cleaned foe oil 
off us. gave us dothing. cane chairs to 
sit on. hot milk, bully beef and bis¬ 
cuits. Ikazuchh : captain came down 
from foe bridge and spoke to us in 
English: “You have fought bravely, 
now you are the honoured guests of 
foe Imperial Japanese Navy." 

He lived up to these words, and for 
foe 24 hours we remained aboard we 
could not have been better treated. 

Yours sincerely, 

SAM FALLE. 

Homsved Slattna 3. 

S57033 Mariannelund, Sweden. 

April 25. 

From Mr David Young 

Sir. Two items in The Times of April 
20 particularly caught my attention. 
One was William Rees-Mogg’s article, 
“We’re still waiting for those apolo¬ 
gies". The other, Robert Whymant’s 
report- on Emperor Akihito’s insis¬ 
tence on meeting ordinary Britons 
when he visits this country next 
month. 

It is not strictly correct to say there 
has been no apology from Japan. The 
present Prime Minister’s apology in 
January this year, at the time of Tony 
Blairs visit to Japan, was the latest of 
several such. 

Having served myself in foe Four¬ 
teenth Army in Burma through 1944 
and 1945, and as a member of the Bur¬ 
ma Campaign Fellowship Group. I 
welcome the Emperors visit and his 
desire to meet ordinary Britons. And I 
know of many others who do the 
same. 

Yours sincerely. 

DAVID YOUNG. 

15 Vale Avenue, Brighton BN1 8LfB. 
April 21. 


Children's burns centre Human Rights Bill 


From the Regional Directors of the 
South Thames and North Thames 
Regional Offices. NHS Executive 

Sir. Many of the issues raised by Bar¬ 
oness Nicholson of Winterbourne and 
others (“Plea for Guy’s as child bums 
centre" letter. April 15). are receiving 
dose scrutiny, with a London-wide 
picture in mind. 

The writers of the letter make much 
of foe Noth Thames/South Thames 
split But frankly, this is irrelevant in 
our planning for the future, particu¬ 
larly in sudi specialised fields as 
bums- Both Sir Leslie Tumberg’s Re¬ 
view of London's Health Services ear¬ 
lier this year and last year’s govern¬ 
ment White Paper on foe NHS have 
promulgated the need for future plan¬ 
ning of health services to transcend 
administrative boundaries. 

Yours faithfully. 

NIGEL CRISP. 

Regional Director, South Thames, 

RON KERR. 

Regional Director, North Thames. 

NHS Executive, 

40 Eastbourne Terrace. W2 3QR. 
April 22. 


Young offenders 

From Mr Cedric Lynch 

Sir. May 1 suggest that places on the 
square-rigger, proposed by Vice-Ad¬ 
miral Sir Louis Le Bailly as an alter¬ 
native to prison for young criminals 
(letter. April 27), are first offered free 
of charge to young people who have 
not offended, with offenders getting 
any which still remain undaimed? 

u this idea is not practical. 1 suggest 
that there should be a published tariff 
of offences to which foe scheme ap¬ 
plies. Then young criminals need not 
waste their time on offences which are 
harrowing to their victims but which 
are not considered serious enough to 
merit a free adventure holiday. 

Yours faithfully. 

C. M. LYNCH. 

8 Heath Drive. Potters Bar. 
Hertfordshire EN6IEH. 

April 27. 


From the General Secretary 
of the National Secular Society 

Sir, After espousing the importance of 
human rights, it is revealing that the 
Archbishop of Canterbury has now 
lobbied ministers for exemption from 
the Human Rights Bill for the “top 
six" religions. This was achieved in 
foe Lords, partly by foe votes of ex- 
officio bishops (Lords Hansard, Feb¬ 
ruary 5. pp788-90). 

The Government should heed the 
advice of David Pannick. QC. in his 
article “Bringing home the human 
rights" (Law. April 21) and reverse 
these exemptions in the Commons, as 
religious concerns over the Biliks effect 
on marriage and employment are self- 
evidently unfounded. 

Yours faithfully. 

K_ PORTEOUS WOOD. 

General Secretary. 

National Secular Society. 

25 Red lion Square, WCIR4RL 
April 22- 


Waste of time 

From MrJ. W. Geddes 

Sir.! recently asked my local author¬ 
ity for a second wheeled refuse bin. 
With a family of four generating vast 
amounts of waste, we overflow every 
week. 1 am also a regular at the local 
amenity site, being on first-name 
terms with the attendants. 

I was surprised to receive a 
questionnaire to complete and puzzled 
about what 1 should write to fill up the 
space (for about 200 words) under foe 
question. "For what purpose do you 
require an additional wheeled bin?" 

Yours etc. 

J. W. GEDDES, 

4 Kitnford Crescent 

Dun dona Id, Ayrshire KA2 9DW. 

April 27. 


Letters to the Editor should cany a 
daytime telephone number. They 
may be sent to a fax number— 
0171-7825046. 

e-mail to: Ietters&the-times.co.uk 


Ride the train and 
remove the strain 

From MrJ. S. Matthews 

Sir, Who on earth envisaged that the 
party of overseas ministers attending 
a European Union conference in 
Chester would go from Manchester 
airport via Crewe {reports April 24,25. 
28]? All that was needed was a coach 
or coaches to take them the four miles 
to Hale station, a Grade II listed 
building, tolerably well maintained 
though needing a good wash down. 

From there North Western Trains 
would have taken them, at very rea¬ 
sonable cost, through foe pleasant 
mid-Cheshire countryside straight to 
Chester, without even thinking about 
Crewe. 

North Western Trains has greatly 
unproved the Chester line and it is a 
pity that even the Department of the 
Environment could not give it a tittle 
bit of encouragement 

Yours faithfully. 

J. S. MATTHEWS. 

7 Riddings Road, 

Hale, Altrincham. WA15 9DS. 

April 25. 

From Mr Alan Brooke Turner 

Sir, Given foe importance of image to¬ 
day. it is surprising that the Deport¬ 
ment of Environment Transport and 
the Regions did not consider an expe¬ 
dient employed by Field Marshal 
Prince Gregory Potemkin. Governor 
of New Russia, in 1787. To prevent 
Catherine the Great from observing 
the true conditions during a southern 
tour, he assembled mobile “Potemkin 
villages", peopled by men dressed as 
jolly peasants {Europe: A History, by 
Professor Norman Davies. Oxford 
University Press. 1996. p658). to create 
the impression of prosperity. 

Apart from rendering unnecessary 
the provision of “60 topof-the-range 
petrol-driven cars” and ensuring the 
preservation in the minds of the visi¬ 
tors of foe appropriate illusion of a 
top-of-the-range, state-of-the-art Brit¬ 
ish railway system, tills solution 
would have offered the additional ad¬ 
vantage of creating jobs for any unem¬ 
ployed scenery painters living in foe 
Manchester area. 

Yours sincerely. 

ALAN BROOKE TURNER. 

Poultons, Moor Lane, 

Dormansland, 

Ungfield. Surrey RH7 6NX. 

April 25. 

From Mr Andrew Coleboume 

Sir, Why 60 cars rather than at most 
six luxury, single-deck coaches or four 
double-deckers? 

Yours faithfully. 

ANDREW COLEBOURNE. 

37 Napier Road. 

Leytnnstone. EH' 3JY. 

April 25. 


Paper dips 

From Mr M. J. Soley 

Sir, Miss Marjorie Dawson'S letter 
(April 17; see also letters. April 21 and 
25) duly joined my cuttings from the 
week's Times, to be filed for posterity. 
My collection, dating back 30 years, 
contains wonderful examples of un- 
Cbol Britannia. 

A cutting itself could be termed 
charta seaa (cut paper) or chartula 
(little paper), hence chartasectarist or 
chartularisL l prefer the latter. 

Yours faithfully. 

M. J. SOLEY. 

106 Moffats Lane, Brookmans Park, 
Hertfordshire AL9 7RW. 

April 25. 

From Mr Peter H. Gillard 

Sir. The practice is clipophilia and its 
practitioners dipophOiacs. 

Yours faithfully. 

PETER H. GILLARD. 

54 Greenland Quay, 

Surrey Docks, SE161RW. 

April 22. 

From MrsJ. Sutherland 

Sir, Clipping is the easy part — then 
what? Apart from obvious files such 
as People, Health, Religion. Car, 
Finance, Cookery and Garden, every¬ 
thing else goes into a bulging Miscel¬ 
laneous and is lost forever. 

Yours faithfully. 

JUDITH SUTHERLAND. 

7 Broom Acres. 

Sandhurst, Berkshire GU48 8PN. 
April 21. 

From Mrs M. Price 

Sir. According to my teenagers, this 
practice is known as “Mum trying to 
make us take an interest in foe outside 
world again". 

Yours faithfully. 

M. PRICE. 

The Glyn, Victoria Road. 

Llandrindod Wells, Powys LD1 6AP. 
April 23. 


April’s showers 

From Mr William Neill 

Sir, During my walk yesterday across 
the local countryside it struck me that 
there could be at least one happy 
farmer somewhere in this country 
The one who planted rice. Does he 
exist? 

Yours faithfully. 

WILLIAM NEILL 
Templis, BroadweU, 
Moreton-in-Marsh, 

Gloucestershire GL56 ffTU. 

April 27. 
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COURT CIRCULAR 


WINDSOR CASTLE 
April 2& Mrs Kriko Holmes was 
received byThe Queen today when 
Her Majesty invested her with the 
Insignia of an Honorary Officer of 
the Most Excellent Order of the 
British Empire. 

Afterwards The Queen and The 
Duke of Edinburgh met members 
of Mrs Holmes' Pilgrims of 
Reconciliation group and mem¬ 
bers of a British Legion group of 
former Prisoners of War. all of 
whom recently visited Japan. 

Mrs Robert de Pass has suc¬ 
ceeded the Lady Elton as Lady in 
Waiting to Her Majesty. 

CLARENCE HOUSE 

April 2& Dame Frances Campbell* 

Preston has succeeded the Hon 

Mrs Rhodes as Lady in Waiting to 

Queen Elizabeth The Queen 

Mother. 

ST JAMES'S PALACE 

April 28: The Prince of Wales. 
President, this morning attended a 
meeting to review the work of The 
Prince of Wales Business Leaders 
Forum'S tenth anniversary task 
force. 

His Royal Highness. President. 
The Prince's Trust, this afternoon 
hdd a meeting with leading 
employers who have used the 
Trust's Volunteers programme to 
develop their staff. 

The Prince of Wales. President, 
Business in the Community, later 
presented The 7tmes/NaiWest 
Community Enterprise Awards 
and attended a seminar on the 
Local Investment Fund, at St 
James's Palace. 


Royal engagements 

The Queen and the Duke of 
Edinburgh will give a reception at 
Windsor Castle for those con¬ 
nected with the arts, at 6.00. 

The Duke of Edinburgh, patron. 
Outward Bound Trust, will give a 
luncheon for the Outward Bound 
Patron's Company at Frogmore 
House. Windsor, at 12.45. 

The Prince of Wales will visit the 
Press Association. Vauxhall 
Bridge Road, SW1. at I2J0. Later, 
he will attend a thanksgiving 
service to mark the 50th anniver¬ 
sary or the establishment of the 
State of Israel, at St John's Wood 
Synagogue, NWS, at 7.40. 

The Duke of York will attend a 
dinner given by the Gulf Security 
Conference at the Royal United 


Anniversaries 

BIRTHS: John Arbuthnot phy¬ 
sician, ArbuthnotT. Kincardine¬ 
shire. 1667; Sir James Brooke, 
Rajah of Sarawak 1841-68, 
Benares. 1803; Thomas Trollope, 
writer, Bloomsbury. 1810: Alexan¬ 
der II. Tsar of Russia 1SS5-81. 
St Petersburg. 1818: William Ran¬ 
dolph HearsL newspaper propri¬ 
etor, San Francisco. 1865: Sir 
Thomas Beecham. conductor. St 
Helens. Lancashire. 1879; Sir Mal¬ 
colm Sargent, conductor, Ashford. 
Kent, 1805: Duke Ellington, pianist 
and bandleader. Washington, 
1899: Michinomiya Hirohico. Em¬ 
peror of Japan 1926-89. Tokyo, 
1901. 

DEATHS: John Cleveland. Roy¬ 
alist poet, London. 1658: Sir Alfred 
Hitchcock, film director-producer. 
Los Angeles. I9S0. 

Women were granted permission 
to sit examinations at Oxford. 1885. 
The State of Israel was established. 
1948. 

A telephone link was established 
between Britain and Australia. 
1930. 

British Aerospace founded. 1977. 


BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
April 28: The Princess Royal. 
President, Animal Health Trust, 
this morning attended an Animal 
Welfare Symposium at the Royal 
Society. Carlton House Terrace, 
London SWT. 

Her Royal Highness, Chan¬ 
cellor. University of London, this 
afternoon opened a new Informa¬ 
tion Services Centre at Gold¬ 
smiths' College. New Cross. 
London 5EI4. 

The Princess Royal President, 
RedR - Engineers for Disaster 
Relief, this evening attended a 
Reception at the Institution of Civil 
Engineers, Great George Street, 
London SW1. 

KENSINGTON PALACE 
April 28: The Duke of Gloucester, 
Patron, this afternoon unveiled the 
Silver Jubilee Walkway Trust's 
twenty eighth Panoramic Panel at 
the Queen Victoria Memorial Gar¬ 
dens. Buckingham Palace, and 
afterwards attended a Reception 
at 16 Carlton House Terrace, 
London SW1. 

His Royal Highness. Patron of 
the appeal to replace the Organ in 
the Chapel Royal of St Peter ad 
Vincula at Her Majesty's Tower of 
London, this evening attended a 
Reception and Dinner at the 
Tower of London. 

THATCHED HOUSE LODGE 
RICHMOND PARK 
April 28: Princess Alexandra, 
accompanied by the Ri Hon Sir 
Angus Ogilvy, this afternoon at¬ 
tended a Lunch with Her Maj¬ 
esty's Judges at the Central 
Criminal Court. Old Bailey. 
London EC4. 


Service Institute, Whitehall, at 
8.00. 

The Princess Royal, patron. Sense, 
will visit the Lincolnshire resource 
centre, Warwick Road, Fairfield 
Industrial Estate. Louth, at 11.10: a 
group home at 25 Old MD1 Park at 
noon, and a group home at 64 
Briar Way, at 1.40: and will visit a 
charity shop at 9 LumJey Road, 
Skegness, at 2L20. Later, she will 
open the Wiltshire music centre. 
Bradford-on-Avon, at 7.00. 

The Duke of Gloucester, patron. 
Nuffield Fanning Scholarships 
Trust, will attend a selectors’ 
meeting, 28 Bedford Square, 
London WCI at 11.40. 

Princess Alexandra, patron, will 
visit the Queen Victoria Seamen's 
Rest. 121-131 East India Dock Road. 
London E14. II JO. 


Luncheon 

ILEX 

The Lord Mayor of Westminster 
attended the annual presidental 
luncheon of the Institute of Legal 
Executives held yesterday at 
Oarkige’s. Mrs Patricia Dfliey. 
president, was in the chair. Her 
Honour Jean Graham Hall also 
spoke. Among the guests were 
The soltdior General, sir Nicholas tyell. 
QC, MP, the Chairman of the General 
Council of the Bar. the President of (he 
Law Society, lilt Director of the Crown 
Prosecution Service, the Chief Chancery 
Master, the Senior Masterof the Supreme 
Court and Queen's Remembrancer, the 
Under Snerln of Greater London and the 
Chairman of Nottinghamshire County 
Council- 

Reception 

Lord Monson 

Lord Monson entertained the Hugue¬ 
not Society of Great Britain and 
Ireland lost night to a Vin d'Honneur 
at the House of Lords after evensong 
and a wreath laying in West min ster 
Abbey io mark ihe 400th anniversary 
of the Edict of Names. The Rev Barry 
Fenton officiated. Canon Donald 
Gray was the canon in residence and 
other members of the Abbey dergy 
were present. The French Ambas¬ 
sador and HM Ambassador ro 
France were among those present 



Marriages I Forthcoming 



A carpet of bluebells in the shadow of Queen Charlotte's Cottage, in Kew Gardens, southwest London, yesterday 

Gem of a hobby breeds success 

Alan Toogood reports from the RHS Westminster flower show 


A FATHER and son team who grow 
auriculas as a bobby have produced a 
display of professional standard at the 
Royal Horticultural Society’s flower 
show. 

Bill and Simon Lockyer, of Purley. 
Surrey, grow all types of auricula in 
their back garden and even breed them. 
Several of their newest hybrids are 
included in the exhibit their first at 
Westminster, such as “Lockyert Gem” 
in purple and cream, and the dark 
crimson and white “Sarah-Suzanne”. 

Brenda Hyatt of Bluebell Hill, Kent 
an established grower of auriculas, is 
showing part of die national coflection of 
green and greyedged auriculas. Al¬ 
though most are old hybrids — the 
purpose of national collections being to 
conserve old garden plants — there are 
newish introductions such as the green- 
edged "Moselle” a vigorous hybrid. 

The show, which opened yesterday, is 
rather a mixture of exhibits with no 
special theme. The only gold medal 
awarded went to Southfield Nurseries, 
of Bourne, Lincolnshire, for a brilliant 
display of flowering cacti, particularly 
mammilLarias and rebutias. among the 
most floriferoos of all cacti. 

Much interest is being shown in the 
exhibit of miniature roses from Wessex 
Nurseries, of Great Hinton, Wiltshire, 
which is showing mainly Kordana 
cuitivars. florists* roses that are often 
available as pot plants. Outstanding are 


“Foxy Kordana" (bright pink), “Golden 
Kordana” (yellow) and “Vanilla 
Kordana” (cream). 

A collection of rare and unusual trees, 
particularly acers or maples, has been 
staged by Norfields, of Usk, Gwent 
They offer germinated seeds and seed¬ 
lings of their range, which is an 
economical way of obtaining rare plants. 
An interesting aspect of their work is the 
selection of hardier forms of Japanese 
maples whose young foliage is less 
prone to frost damage. 

RHS Garden. Wisley, Surrey, is 
showing part of die national rhubarb 
collection, including old cuitivars such 
as "Early Victoria”, an early form of 
"Victoria", popular in the 19th century, 
and newer cuitivars from the breeding 
programme at Stockbridge House, 
Yorkshire, including "Stockbridge Crop¬ 
per” with really plump stems. 

Several competitions are taking place 
with the show. In the Royal National 
Rose Society's competition, the premier 
show medal for best specimen bloom 
was won by Miss Gerta Gray, of Faken- 
ham. Norfolk, with the large-flowered 
“Grandpa Dickson" (light yellow). 

Michael Plaice, of southeast London, 
has gained most points in the bonsai kai 
competition as wefl as die prize for best 
plant in show with an informal upright 
specimen of Crataegus monogyna. 

in die RHS main rhododendron 
c omp e ti t i on. High Beeches Garden Con¬ 


servation Trust, of Handcross, West 
Sussex, has won the Lionel de Roth¬ 
schild challenge cup for three species, 
and die Loder challenge cup for one 
hybrid (the white “Elsae"). The Mdaren 
challenge cup for one species has been 
won by Mr R. Gilbert of Bodmin, 
Cornwall with R. thomsonii. 

Exfaury Gardens, of Exbury. Hamp¬ 
shire, are leading prizewinners, having 
won the Roza Stevenson challenge cup 
for one species (pink R. david- 
sonianum), the class for six hybrids, and 
the class for three hybrids bred and 
raised in die garden of the exhibitor 
(crimson “Quttn of Hearts”, cream 
“Idealist”, yellow "Prelude^. 

Mr Brian Duncan, of Omagh, Co 
Tyrone, has fared well in the RHS late 
daffodil competition, winning the dass 
for 12 cuitivars bred and raised by the 
exhibitor, and the Devonshire trophy for 
12 cuitivars. which indudes the yellow 
and orange sznall-cupped "Jake” judged 
best bloom in show. 

In the RHS tulip competition. Mrs A 
Smales, of Barnsley, Yorkshire, has won 
the class for nine blooms with the flame- 
coloured Darwin hybrid “Vivex”, and 
Miss M. A Chari wood, of Brighton, 
East Sussex, has been awarded the prize 
for the best vase in show with the yellow 
lllyflowered hybrid “West Point”. 

The show, in the New Horticultural 
Hall, Greycoat Street, Westminster, is 
open today from 10 am to 5 pm. 


Memorial service 


Birthdays today 


Legal appointment Appointment 


Sir Tim Cfcessetts has been re¬ 
appointed Chairman of the Legal 
Aid Board for two years from 
May 4. 


Dr Ingrid LmiL of the Institute of 
Education, London, has been 
appointed president of ihe British 
Psychological Society. 


Mr James Vffliers 
A service of thanksgiving for the 
life of Mr James Villiers. actor, was 
hdd yesterday at St Paul's. Covent 
Garden. Canon B0I Hall, Senior 
Chaplain, Actors’ Church Union, 
officiated. 

Mr Henry Villiers. brother, read 
Ozymandias by Percy Bysshe 
Shidley, The Way through the 
Woods by Rudyara Kipling, The 
Listeners by Walter de la Mare and 
Requiem by Robert Louis Steven¬ 
son. Mr John Villiers. brother, 
read from the works of Hilaire 
Belloc. 

Mr Bryan Pringle read from The 
Wind in the Willows by Kenneth 
Grahame. Mr Peter O'Toole read 
from his own autobiography, boiler- 
ing With fnienr. the Apprentice. Mr 
James Cellan Jones read The Ship by 
Bishop Brent. and Miss Diana Fre¬ 
mantle read from The Life of Dr 
Johnson by Sir John Hawkins and 
Spun Song for Sentimentalists by 
A.P. Herbert. Mr John Standing also 
gave a reading. Mr Johnny Kidd and 
Sir Jeremy Child gave addresses. 

Tape-recordings of James VlUiera. 


Richard Burton, Peter Cook and 
Dudley Moore. No3 Coward and 
Elia Fitzgerald were played during 
the service. 

Among others present were; 

Mo vi mm twMcrwV. Mr Aten vuuerx 
Unt Mrs Henry vnilen. mis John 
villiers and Mrs Josephine waiters 
istsrera-trHawi. Mn Nlu Whitehall 
(mother4n-Um. Mis* Susie vmiera. 
Mr Robert vnAcn. Miss Neiys waiters. 
Mr Nlal waiters. Mn Miranda Witters. 
Mr and Mis Chrtstopner Talbot. Miss 
Patricia Donovan. 

land Bridaeman. Lord Beavertwaok. Sir 
Timothy Ackroyd. Lady Child. Mn John 
Standing. Mr Ned Sherrin. Mr Roger 
Brtertey. Mrs Dena McAlptne. Mr Nell 
Benson. Mr and Mn Chris KeUy. Mn 
John Kidd. Mrs Jonathan Cecil Miss 
Janet Date. Mr Brian Shelley. Mr Lloyd 
Owen. 

Mr Kenny Clayum. Mr Douglas Bunn. 
Miss Maggie Whiting. Mn Dorothy 
sminon. Mr Vernon Dobiebeff. Mr and 
Mn Anthony Andrews. Mr David Kllltck. 
Mr Mike Burnside. Mr and Mrs Freddie 
Jones. Miss Susan Paula. Mr Simon 
williams and Mbs Lucy Fleming. 
Mr Giyn Oven. Mr Patrick Rycan. 
Mr Keith Waterhouse. Mr Brian 
Thorosood, Mr David Lloyd. 

Mr Kenny Clayton, Mr Charles 
Mattetson. Mr Dominick Mtnnvon. ms 
C ynthia Selby. Miss Lindsay Granger. 
Miss Annie Ross. Mr Aten Ganoid. 
Mr Raft In Barter. Mr CUve Graham. 
Mr Leonard whiting. Mr Derek Nlromo. 
Mn Jennie Goossens. 

Mrs Lisa Parties fwahon Theatre 
Collection), mis Rostyn M Foster 
(secretary. Royal Theatrical Fundi and 
many other members of ihe family, 
friends and former colleagues. 


Mr Andre Agassi tennis player. 
28: Mr Frank Auerbach, painter, 
67; Mr Jonah Barrington, squash 
player. 57: Mr Dean BeU. rugby 
league player. 36: Baroness 
Chaiker of Wallasey, 56; Mr Tom 
Clarke, Editor, Sporting Life, 59; 
Mr Daniel Day-Lewis, actor, 41; 
Baroness Dean of Thoraton-te- 
Fyide. Hx Mrs Ruth Deech. Prin- 
ripai. St Anne'S College, Oxford, 
55: General Sir PHer de fa Billfere. 
64; Mr Lonnie Donegan, skiffle 
musician and singer. 67; Mr D.S. 
Elliott, former director. Museum 
of Modern Art. Oxford. 49; His 
Honour Israel Finestein. QC. for¬ 
mer president. Board of Deputies 
of British Jews. 77; Dame Rennie 
Fritdue. former chairman. South 
and West Regional Health Au¬ 
thority. 56; Sir Patrick Hamill. 
former Chief Constable. Strath¬ 
clyde. 68: Sir Kenneth James, 
former diplomat. 72; Miss Zrri 
Jearvnaire. dancer. 74; Professor 
David Johns, Vic&Chanoellor, 
Bradford University, 67; Sir An¬ 
thony Laughton, FRS. oceanog¬ 


rapher. 71; Miss Elizabeth Lawson. 
QC, 51; Mr Rod McKuen, poet and 
composer. 65; Mr Zubin Mehta, 
conductor. 62; Mr Johnny Miller, 
golfer, 51; Mr A.W. Nicol, former 
chairman, South Western Electric¬ 
ity, 65; Sir Fraser Noble. Principal 
Emeritus. Aberdeen University. 
80: Sir Ronald Norman, chairman. 
Tees side Development Corpora¬ 
tion, 61; General Sir Patrick 
Palmer, Constable and Governor 
of Windsor Castle, 65; Miss Mi¬ 
chelle Pfeiffer, actress, 41; Profes¬ 
sor B.D. Ripley, statistician, 4&. 
Lord Rothschild. 62; Mr Jeremy 
Thorpe, former leader, Liberal 
Party, 69: Mr David Tindle. 
painter. 66; Professor Heirs Wolff, 
bio-engineer. 70. 


Lieutenant A.N.C. Chapman 
and Miss LJ- RenshaU 
The marriage look pface on Apnl 
22. in Chelsea, of 
Afastair Chapman, lnsh Guards, 
elder son of Major J.WA 
Chapman, retd, and Mrs 
Chapman, of High brooks Farm, 
Somerton. Somerset, to Miss: Lucy 
RoishalL daughter of Dr and Mrs 
Harry RenshaU, of Echotevex. 
France. 

Mr CAL. Hill 

and Miss PJ-Walter 

The marriage look place on 
Saturday. Apnl 18, at St Mary 
Abbots, Kensington, of Mr 
Christopher Hill B> Mj» |*Pj® 
Walter. The Rev Michael Fuller 
offiaated and the Rev Lady Napier 
gave an address. 

The bride, who was given in 
marriage by her father, was 
attended by Miss Caroline 
Meredith. Oliver Rairweather and 
Luke Walter. Mr Charles D’Qyly 
was best man. 

A reception was held at 
Belvedere in Holland Park and the 

honeymoon is being spent abroad. 

MrTJ. Sweeney 

and Miss J.E. PoweU 
The marriage took place on Apnl 
25, in London, of Mr Terence 
Sweeney, son of Mr and Mrs John 
Sweeney, of Preston. Lancashire, 
to Miss Jcsstma Elizabeth Powell, 
daughter of Mr and Mrs Peter 
W G. Powell, of Hemel 
Hempstead, Hertfordshire. 

Dinners 

Insurers’Company 

The Lord Mayor and Lady May- 
orcss, accompanied by the Sheriffs 
and their ladies, attended a dinner 
of the Insurers' Company held last 
night at the Mansion House. Mr 
John E. Phillips, Master, was the 
host. Among others present were; 



Engineers* Company 
Dr D.S. Mitchell Master of the 
Engineers' Company, assisted by 
the Wardens. Mr R.H. Rooley, Dr 
LJ. Weaver and Mr A.G. Jackson, 
presided and presented the com¬ 
pany awards for engineering ex¬ 
cellence and achievement at the 
installation dinner held last night 
at Merchant Taylors’ Hall. Sir 
Richard Evans also spoke. Among 
others present were: 


Meeting 


London Europe Society 
Mr Martin Bangemann. a Conunis- 
■ sinner of the European Commission, 
was the speaker at a meeting of ihe 
London Europe Society held yes¬ 
terday at the St Ermin'S Hotel. 


United Oxford & Cambridge 
University dub 

Dr Germaine Greer was the 
principal speaker at a dinner of 
the United Oxford & Cambridge 
University Club hdd yesterday 
at the dub house. Mr Bruce 
Williams, chairman, presided. 

The Old Eastboornian 
Association 

The Old Eastboumian Association 
gave a dinner on April 24 in the 
Great Hall. Lincoln's Inn to 
celebrate the outstanding career of 
Mr Fbrbes Wastie, Second Master, 
who completes his 37th year at the 
College this term. Mr Edward 
Young. OE, proposed the health of 
Mr Wastie. who replied. The 
Chairman of the OEA, Mr David 
Winn. MBE, proposed the health 
of the College and the Headmaster 
replied. 150 guests, mostly from 
Blackwarer House, were present. 


City Lively Club 

The annual church service of the 
City Livery Club was held yes¬ 
terday at St Clave's, Han Street 
The Rev John Cowling. Rector, 
officiated and Canon David 
Burgess. Honorary Chaplain, 
preached the sermon. Mr Geoffrey 
Stall worthy, president of the dub. 
read the lesson and presided at a 
dinner held afterwards at Water¬ 
men's Hall. 



marriages i 

Dr WJi. Cronj* 4 j 

and Dr R.K. Banister | 

The engagement is. announced 1 

between Wflhdm Heinrich, eider ' 

son of Professor VSJ?. ^ 
Professor M. cmfe of Pretoria 
South Africa, and Rebecca 
younger daughter of Mr and 
John Banister, of AckeiBiQ To*^. 
Caithness. 

Mr R.P- Dbmick 
and Miss CE. Mercer 
The engagement is announced 
between Richard, younger son of 

Mrs Rose Dinnidc. of Kenangt^ 
London, and Clare, youngs 
daughter of Mr and Mrs Richard 
Mercer, of Clee St Margaret. 
Shropshire. 

Mr S-P-SU. Hall 
and Miss C.D. Lawson 
The engagement is announced 
between Stephen, son of Mr ant 
Mrs Michael Hall, of Ibubridge, 

Kent, and Clarinda, daughter of 
Mr and Mrs Roger Lawson, of a 
Sheffield Park. Sussex. 

Mr J.W. Hewitson 
and Miss H.S. Hardman 
The engagement is announced 
between John, younger son of Mj- 
Geoffrey Hewitson and the late 
Mrs Hewitson. of Winchester, and 

Harriet, elder daughter of Mr and 

Mrs Richard Hardman, of 
Slandlord. Hampshire. 

MrA£.G Marries 
and Miss S-J.M. Wlniaw 
The engagement is announced 
between Alex, younger son of Ian 
and Elizabeth Mereries, of 
Welwyn, Hertfordshire; and 
Sarah-Jane. daughter of Roger and 
Carol Win law, of Tiverton, Devon. 

Mr J.M. Ptefcance *1 

and MfosJ.UB. Isaacson 
The engagement is announced 
between James, elder son of Mr 
and Mrs Richard Ptefcance. of 
Lymirrgton. and Jane, daughter of 
Mr Colin Isaacson, of London, and 
Mrs Christopher Knox, aim of 
Lymington. 

Mr P.T.F. Poole 
and Miss D. Tasbdjiaa 
The engagement is announced 
between Peter, only son of Mis 
Jean M. Poole and the late Mr 
Peter R. Poole, of Sutton Coldfield. 

West Midlands, and Diana, only 
daughter of Mr and Mrs V. 
Tashdjian. of Saint-Laurent, 
Quebec. Canada. 

MrG.D.S.K. Spindler 
and Miss LJ. Brady 
The engagement is announced 
between Guy. only son of the late U 
Mr John Spindler and of Mrs 
Spindler. of Minety, Wiltshire, 
and Laura, younger daughter of 
Mr and Mrs Edward Brady, of 
OUenon, Cheshire. 

Mr J.C Tuner 
and Miss H J. Fraser 
The engagement is announced 
between Jack, younger' son of 
Mr and Mrs Antony Turner, of 
Aldgate. South Australia, and 
Helena, younger daughter of Mr 
and Mrs Simon Eraser, of Holland 
Park. London. 


Latest wills 

Edith Margaret Farmer, of 

Matlock, Derbyshire, left estate 

valued al El .231.027 net 

She left LZ^oo to the Maitock Hasphols 

League of Friends for the whuwnnii 

Hospital. 

William Bernard GledhUL solici¬ 
tor, of Wymondham. Norfolk, left 
estate valued at EJ 397,873 net 

He left El.000 each to Rotary Club of 
wymondham. Central Hall of WVro- 
ondham and wymondham Abbey Pre¬ 
servation Tnisc £300 each to Htfal 
mem ot Artillery Benevolent Anoc- 
il RAOC Benevolent Association 
and Old Halleyburtans Society, 

Patrick Drummond Ferg u s on , of 
London WZ left estate valued al 14 
£1,134.610 net 

Mary Hiidred Fitzgerald, of Cam¬ 
bridge, left estate valued at 
£1,146.505 net. 

She left £500 u the RSPB and to the 
National Trust. 

John Gatenby. of Langtoft, 
Driffield. East Yorkshire, left 
estate valued at EI.018,133 net 


Company of 
World Traders 

The following have been elected 
officers for the ensuing year 
Master. Mr Peter wndbtood: Senior 
Warden. Alderman Sir Roger Code 
Junior warden. Miss Susan Hogues. 


BMDS: 0171 680 6880 
PRIVATE: 0171 481 4000 
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DEATHS 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


TRADE; 0171 481 1982 
FAX: 0171 481 9313 
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JEAN-FRANCOIS LYOTARD 


Jean-Franco is Lyotard. French 
philosopher, died on April 21 
aged 73. He was born on 
August 10.1924. 

J ean-Franoois Lyotard was one of 
the leaders of the loose intellectu¬ 
al movement that developed in 
France in the wake of the events 
of May 1968. and which unleashed the 
forces of postmodernism and decons¬ 
truction upon the Western world. At 
the time its free-form practices were 
revolutionary, but being entirely sub¬ 
jective they quickly became the laziest 
of orthodoxies. 

« Alongside Michel Foucault and, 
▼ above all, Gtiles Deleuze and Jacques 
Denida. Lyotard brought the com¬ 
bined heritages of Marx, Nietzsche and 
Freud to bear on a constantly shifting 
reading of a wide range of social, 
political and aesthetic themes. His was 
a method that deliberately courted 
uncertainty and paradox, dismissing 
any system or attempt at rational 
consensus as "totalitarian”. Knowledge 
gave way to displays of cleverness and 
irony; there was no longer any obliga¬ 
tion to bdieve anything or stand by any 
idea except continual subversion. His 
colleague Gerard Sfez meant to praise 
him when he observed that Lyotard 
"never wrote with one hand without 
£ countering it with the other, never 
w entered a sphere of thought without 
subverting ir. 

The essence of Lyotard’s approach 
was summed up in one of his key 
terms, "fa derive", inquiry as a form of 
"drifting”, and die effect of his work 
was to promote a kind of intellectual 
hoboism. He argued for the strength or 
weakness, the necessity of incom¬ 
pleteness. and the primacy of the pre- 
rational — what he termed die 
"tibidinaJ economy” — over the 
ordered. "The work of thought (or 
writing) is not threatened by the fact of 
remaining episodic, but by the pretence 
of completeness," he once said. His 
own style, as a result, “raises baffle¬ 
ment to a high point of principle”, in 
the words of one of his critics. 
Jean-Francois Lyotard was bom in 
<g Versailles of modest origins. As a child 
he nurtured successive ambitions to 
become a monk, a painter and an 
historian. For die first, he would later 
admit, he lacked the inclination to 
celibacy: for the second talent; and for 
the third, a memory for facts. Howev¬ 
er. traces of all three aspirations—and. 



in a sense, of his failure to realise them 
— can be found in his later concerns. 

He went into the preparatory classes 
for the school of the French intellectual 
elite, die Ecole Normale Sujrfrieure, 
but he twice tailed the exams and went 
to the Sorbonne instead. In the mean¬ 
time. in addition to writing poems and 
a novel, be had. tike many others of his 
generation, developed a keen interest 
m the philosophy of Hegel, Husserl 
and Heidegger. After graduating from 
university, where he wrote a thesis on 
indifference. Lyotard began working 
as a teacher. 

In 1952. with his wife and young 
child, he left France to spend a few 
years teaching at a boys’ school in 
Constantine, Algeria. What he saw of 
the colonial regime and Algerian pov¬ 
erty was instrumental in forging his 


political attitudes. At the age of 30, with 
the support of the historian Pierre 
Souryi, Lyotard joined the group 
Sodalisme ou Barbarie led by Claude 
Lefort and Cornelius Castoriadis. For 
the next ten years, his written work and 
political activism were dedicated to the 
group’s attempts to adapt Marxist 
ideas to the new conditions of burgeon¬ 
ing postwar prosperity, in opposition 
both to Soviet socialism and Western 
capitalism. 

In his books, Lyotard was beginning 
to develop a visum of the social and 
creative role of the unarticulated 
physical experiences and psychic 
drives overlooked by Marxism and 
other rational philosophies. This was 
die period of Derive d partir de Marx 
et Freud (1973) and L’Economie 
libidinale (1974). 


In 1979, Lyotard published his best- 
known book. La Condition post- 
modeme, about the collapse under 
advanced capitalism of the "grear 
historical narratives” such as Judaeo- 
Cftrarian thought, the Enlightenment 
and Marxism. Historical meaning and 
social coherence, he argued, could no 
longer be underwritten by a vision of a 
social, teleological or spiritual finality. 
What remained were fragmentary and 
“incommensurable" discourses: philos¬ 
ophy could explore these, flit between 
them, expose their gaps and contradic¬ 
tions, but could never impose a final 
order or set of comparisons. 

Like his dose friend Derrida, 
Lyotard became a celebrity on Ameri¬ 
can campuses and began to divide his 
teaching activities between the United 
States (where his last position was at 
Emory University, Atlanta) and 
France. At home, offer teaching at the 
Sorbonne and Nantcrre, he was a 
founding member of the free university 
at Vincennes, set up after May 1968 
and subsequently razed by government 
bulldozers (the campus was trans¬ 
ferred to Saint-Denis). 

fn 1981. he helped ro set up the 
Coifege International de la Philo¬ 
sophic, an open forum for intellectual 
debate where, alongside Derrida, Hfi- 
]£ne Cixous and others, he was a 
regular lecturer. Like many erf 
Lyotard's books, this venture attracted 
its share of hostility from the academic 
establishment. Lyotard continued to 
publish articles and books about art 
(on Duchamp, Barnett Newman. 
Valerio Adami, Cezanne). 

In 1986 he organised a pioneering 
exhibition at the Pompidou Centre, 
Les Immateriaux, about intangible 
forms taken by art in the age of elec¬ 
tronics and information. Later he 
wrote on the war in Algeria [La Guerre 
des Algeriens. 1989) and on the signifi¬ 
cance of Auschwitz. Published when 
Andrg Malraux was transferred to the 
Pantheon, his Signe Malraux (1996) 
propelled him unexpectedly into 
the bestseller lists and, equally sur¬ 
prisingly, found him being acclaimed 
by many of his intellectual adver¬ 
saries. The last work published in his 
lifetime. La Ckambre sourde (1998), ap¬ 
peared to mark a return to the spiritual 
.concerns of his youth, a return con¬ 
firmed by his forthcoming La Confes¬ 
sion d'Augustin. 

He is survived by his wife, a smi and 
two daughters. 


GODFREY KENTON 


Godfrey Kenton, actor, 
died on April 27 

aged 96. He was born on 
April 23.2902. 

AS AN acior, Godfrey Ken- 
urn’s greatest gift was his 
voice, and he used it magnifi¬ 
cently. Most at home in verse, 
he could sustain the great lines 
tif Shakespeare; Ben J orison 
and. above all. his beloved 
Milton without apparent ef¬ 
fort. His la si radio perfor¬ 
mance was as God in Para¬ 
dise Lost and Paradise Re¬ 
gained. a fitting end to 70 
years’ work in the theatre, on 
television and on radio — “a 
natural piece of casting, if you 
don't mind my saying so” was 
his not altogether jocular 
assessment 

Behind everything he did 
was his knowledge of music 
(he was an accomplished 
pianist), and his early training 
in theology also perhaps gave 
him his almost "spiritual” con¬ 
ception of the actor’s role. A 
very strong character who 
could both infuriate and en¬ 
chant he was not always easy 
to direct Acting opposite Mar¬ 
lene Dietrich in her only 
British radio appearance, he 
was most impressed by her 
withering response ro the di¬ 
rector's suggestion that he 
would give them notes after 
the rehearsal. “I never.” she 
said haughtily, "take notes." 

Strikingly handsome and 
well turned out Kenton was 
strongly attracted to beautiful 
women, who returned the 
compliment He was proudest 
of his Romeo at Stratford- 
upon-Avon in 1940 and his 
Brutus in a modem dress 
Julius Caesar at His Majesty's 
the year before, and he 
brought a virile energy to 
everything he did. This could 
lead to an over-emphasis on 
virility for its own sake, and he 
was sometimes scornful of 
talented actors whose perfor¬ 
mances he felt to be what is 
•now known as "camp". 

But he could give his own 
subtle and feline "character 
performances, as in his 1935 
Cassio or his 1944 Edmund in 



Donald Wolfit's King Lear. 
His versatility was revealed in 
roles such as the schoolmaster 
Ralsion in Goodbye, Mr 
Chips. Pozzo in a 1970s radio 
production of Waiting for 
Godot, Alan in Time and the 
Conways in New York in 1938. 
and in his last two London 
stage appearances, as the 
astronomer Halley in The 
Astronomer's Garden at the 
Royal Court in 1989, and as 
the judge in a stage version of 
A Matter of Life and Death at 
the King's Head. Islington, 
three years ago. 

His personal life was a 
stormy one. with three failed 
marriages and a lot of bruised 
family members and friends. 
Latterly he could be quite 
bitter about what he saw as 
his own "relegation to the 
bench" while less talented 
players were chosen to take 
prestigious parts. Yet on a 
good day he could still be 
expansive, witty, and — pro¬ 
vided he spoke verse — very 
moving. At a party four 
months ago he arrived early, 
left late, revelled in theatrical 


anecdote and was insistent 
that he be photographed with 
all the prettiest girls. Until his 
recent stroke, he was extreme¬ 
ly mobile, a passionate soap- 
opera fan and a keen onlooker 
from his first-floor window of 
the youthful play on the tennis 
courts below. 

Shortly before he died, Ken¬ 
ton recorded his own short 
story. Lost Call, about an old 
actor dying in his dressing 
room just before he was due to 
goon stage. It wasn’t quite like 
that with him. but not for off. 
It was sad that his early 
success was not followed up 
and that he never became the 
household name he felt he 
should have been, but among 
actors he was enormously 
respected and no one who 
worked with him will ever 
forget his voice. To his child¬ 
ren and grandchildren he was 
a warm, demanding, some¬ 
times maddening, but never 
dull, presence. 

He is survived by the two 
sons of his second marriage 
and the daughter and son of 
his third. 


IAN BELL 


lan Befl. CBE, diplomat, 
died cm April 2 aged 84. 

He was born on 
August 21; 1913. •; 

IT WAS typical of lan Bell that 
on ending his, time as Ambas¬ 
sador to the Dominican Re¬ 
public he should write a book 
about the country, publishing 
it during his retirement in 
1981. All published work in the 
English language about Santo 
Domingo had until then been 
written by American authors, 
and his was the first book 
about the Dominican Repub- 
4k to appear in Britain for 
wme time. 

• lan Bell was a career diplo¬ 
mat whose service with the 
fbreign Office from 1938 to 
1973 also included time in 
Chile. Uruguay, Ethiopia, 
Austria, Czechoslovakia. Sau¬ 
di Arabia. Australia, France 
and Germany. He was fluent 
in Spanish, French and Ger¬ 
man, and it was his linguistic 
skifls which drew him into the 
Diplomatic Service. 

He was also a lover of 
poetry, and in the 1960s and 
1970s he reviewed modem 
Friawh poetry for The Times 
Literary Supplement. He 



wrote poetry himself, and as a 
young man published a slim 
volume called The Scarlet 
Flower (1947). His love of 
music expressed itself particu¬ 
larly in piano playing and 
composition of tight songs. 
He loved the theatre, too, and 
would act and produce plays 
during his foreign postings. 

Throughout his diplomatic 
career he painted canvases of 
the countries he lived in, and 
many were given to friends 
scattered around the world. 

Ian Bell had a peripatetic 
childhood, his parents moving 
around tine country acquiring 
large houses with the purpose 


of converting them into hotels 
and selling them as going 
concerns. He left Ganford 
School at 16 and lived in 
France before reading modem 
languages at Oxford. 

His first posting in the Fbr¬ 
eign Service was to Valparai¬ 
so. Chile. The postings he 
enjoyed most were in Lyons 
and Addis Ababa, where he 
was several times charge d’af¬ 
faires. He travelled extensive¬ 
ly in Ethiopia at a time when 
the roads were poor, painting 
and sketching as he went, and 
he established an excellent 
rapport with Hailie Selassie, 
the Emperor. 

Much later, a brief posting 
in Saudi Arabia was abruptly 
ended what the Anglo-French 
Suez invasion of 1956 tempo¬ 
rarily broke diplomatic rela¬ 
tions between that country 
and Britain. The task of burn¬ 
ing embassy records in the fell 
to him. He was appointed 
CBE in 1974. the year after his 
retirement. 

He and his wife Ruth first of 
all retired to Skye, but later 
moved further south to be 
closer to their family and 
friends. He is survived by his 
wife and their diree sons. 


TEX GEDDES 


Tex Geddes, adventurer 
and island laird, 
died on the Isle of Skye 
on April 11 aged 78. He 
. was born at Peterhead on 
October 24, (9(9. 

THE Special Operations Exec¬ 
utive, set up by Churdull to 
run Britain's clandestine over¬ 
seas expeditions during the 
war, had its share of colour¬ 
ful characters. But few can 
have been more bizarre than 
tite group of would-be agents 
who were trained at Arisaig 
on the West Coast of Scotland 
in >943 by Captain Gavin 
Maxwell, later toe celebrated 
author of toe otter bode Ring 
of Bright Water. 

Along with a Norwegian 
world champion ski-jumper, a 
Russian lightweight wrestler, 
a member of toe Cambridge 
Apostles and a man who had 
perfected a method of silent 
killing that he had picked up 
on the waterfront in Shanghai, 
there was a tough sergeant 
instructor in the Seaforth 
Highlanders called Tex Ged- 
des. Claiming experience as a 
lumberjack, fisherman and 
rum-smuggler in Newfound¬ 
land, he had been recruited 
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because of his undoubted se£b 
going skills. His party piece in 
the SOE was using knives to 
play darts. 

Geddes and the others were 
given weapon training and 
prepared for undercover work 
behind enemy lines. Several 
of them were later dispatched 
on dangerous missions to 
Italy, Albania, Algeria or 
Yugoslavia, and many never 
returned. 

Due to a leg injury, Geddes 
himself did not take part, 
but his navigational abilities 
were used during commando 
raids on the German heavy- 
water plants in Norway, and 
after the war he was to join up 
with Maxwell again to launch 
an ill-fated project harpooning 
basking sharks and process¬ 
ing them on the island of 
Soay, within sight of the Isle 
of Skye. 

Maxwell had worked out 
that these vast and harmless 
creatures could each produce 
some 160 gallons of oil, invalu¬ 
able for the postwar marga¬ 
rine industry. Geddes. as an 
expert boat-handler and har- 
pooner. was Maxwell's first 
recruit, and about the only 
reliable dement in what was 
otherwise a fairly disastrous 
exercise. 

From the start, everything 
went wrong. Maxwell had no 
business sense, the harpoon¬ 
ing equipment was inade¬ 
quate. and the sharks were 
at best unpredictable. One 
stormy day. Geddes was 
swept off the deck of the boat 
he was skippering: and very 
nearly drowned as his sea- 
boots filled with water. Only 
at toe last minute was he 
hauled back on board by a 
boat-hook. 

The thrill of the chase never 
quite compensated for the 
poor financial returns and 
when Maxwell’s money gave 
out. so did the business. Later, 
he used the experience to write 









his first book. Harpoon at a 
Venture, using GeddesS 
house and typewriter to com¬ 
pose toe early chapters. 

Joseph *Tex” Geddes was, 
according to his son Dun¬ 
can, bom on the East Coast of 
Scotland, the son of a fisher¬ 
man. He himself always 
claimed, however, to have 
been bom and brought up in 
Newfoundland, where the 
family had emigrated follow¬ 
ing an altercation with the 
local constabulary. There, 
supposedly, his father worked 
as a lumberjack and was 
killed blowing up a logjam 
when Geddes was five. 

Brought up by foster-par¬ 
ents, he used to say that he 


made his living as a “monkey 
boy", climbing the highest 
trees to saw the tops off. Later 
he took up fishing, and possi¬ 
bly smuggling, in the straits 
between Newfoundland and 
Quebec. 

While these stories have to 
be taken with a pinch of salt, 
there was no doubting the skill 
with which Geddes handled 
boats. Bade in Scotland, fol¬ 
lowing the war and the col¬ 
lapse of Maxwell’s shark 
venture, he settled on the 
island of Soay, where he had 
crofting rights to 21 of the 25 
crofts. He made a living 
fishing for prawns, rearing 
sheep and ponies, and estab¬ 
lishing himself as one of the 


great characters of toe Hebri¬ 
des. A good storyteller, he was 
credited with the tide of 
“sennachie" or bard by Mar¬ 
garet Fay Shaw, widow of the 
legendary John Lome Camp¬ 
bell of Canna. herself a tire¬ 
less collector of Hebridean 
folklore. 

He fought tu save the island 
from being abandoned alto¬ 
gether when the population 
was evacuated to Mull in 
1953, staying on with his fam¬ 
ily and insisting that services 
be maintained. Had he not 
done so, Soay would almost 
certainly have followed the 
sad example of the abandoned 
St Kilda. Today the population 
has grown again, and there is 
a small but thriving commun¬ 
ity. It has a solar telephone 
exchange, the first of its kind 
in the world, and five years 
ago Geddes agreed to have an 
electricity generator installed 
in his house. 

Apart from farming and 
fishing. Geddes spent some 
time with the Nature Conser¬ 
vancy Council on Si Kilda. 
and in 1960 he published 
his memoirs, Hebridean 
Sharker. In 1993 he bought 
Soay. after a legal dispute with 
a Kent doctor, Nicholas Mar¬ 
tin, who had purchased the 
island for £100 under the 
mistaken impression that this 
included crofting rights. Ged¬ 
des finally proved him wrong 
after lengthy proceedings in 
the land court. 

A genuine eccentric, with 
outspoken views in favour of 
landowners but against ab¬ 
sentee landlords, he was a 
popular man in the islands. 
He suffered a mild stroke ten 
days before his death, but 
recovered sufficiently to travel 
to a piping contest in the outer 
isles. He died on the way back, 
at Broadford on Skye. 

His wife Jan predeceased 
him. He is survived tty their 
son. 


THE COACHING SEASON. ON THIS DAY 


The coaching season, which may be said to begin 
In May, does not promise well: for there will not. 
so far as is known, be more than five road 
coaches running out of London. This is three 
fewer than last season, which teetf was the worst 
that has been experienced since the revival of 
coaching now nearly half a century ago. Ai that 
time, and for several years to follow, the coaches 
were being run by men of wealth and position 
who were quite indifferent to the financial result 
whereas they are now. with one exception, in the 
hands of professionals who. in order to make 
both ends meet, are obliged m depend upon 
subscriber s paying so much for die privilege of 
driving die coach once or twice a week. It is 
fortunate that die professionals are men who 
understand (he business and take a pride in 

aiming out their coaches in die best possible 
seyte but there is very little of the “romance of the 
road’ left when coaching becomes purely a 
maoer of money. 

This is now very much tfw case, and it does not 
appear that there is enough passenger traffic to 
keep coaches going an the roads connecting 
London with towns which ant about 20 or 30 
miles off- It was ihe contrary of this that seemed 
probable when the revival of coaching in the earty 
sixties created so much interest ft was surmised 
that ihese road coaches would have enough traffic 
to keep them going alt the par round; but this 
illusion was soon dbpefled. and for the las two 


April 29,1905 


The windof change is evident in these reports: at 
the stem of the coaching season it seemed that no 
more than five toadies would be running out of 
London, unite the Ordnance Survey was issuing 
new maps printed in colours which should be 
"ideal for motorists". 

years there has been only one on the rood without 
internussion, this being the "Vivid.* which Mr. 
Arthur Fowoes. the well-known professional, has 
kept going, while the "Sportsman" to fisher and 
the "Old Times- to Oadands Park, which also 
were on the road all the winter, have not only 
ceased running during die winter, but have, for 
the present at all events, been given up ahoaetfier. 
Three of the five couches far which definite 
arrangements have been made stan from the 
Hotel Mecopoie, while there will be one from the 
Hold Victoria and one from the Hotel Cedi, foil 
particulars of which are under .. 

NEW ORDNANCE SURVEY MAPS. 

There have just been issued three new sets of 


Ordnance Survey maps. Excellent official maps 
of the British Islands can now be obtained at a 
low rate, in a variety of styles and on various 
scales, so that there is no accuse for bang without 
really good maps of our own country. Of the 
maps just issued one is of the Unired Kingdom on 
the scale of H .000.000 (roughly. 16 mils • I in.), 
h was prepared in consequence of the recom¬ 
mends nan of the International Geographical 
Congress that a map of the world should be 

published on that scale, and Ihe Ordnance Survey 

has done its share. Ii should be useful as a wall 
map. It is primed with outline and bikes Mack, 
hills brown, and coast water blue. Next we have a 
map of Ireland on the scale of four miles - I in.; of 
this the southern half of Ireland is now issued. 
The rest of Ireland will be published neat month, 
and the ^in. coloured map of the United 
Kingdom will then be couipfottL The hills on this 
map are in brown, the water in blue, are! main 
roads in burnt sienna, enabling thermo be easily 
traced. This map was intended as a stralegkal 
map and should be an ideal map far motorists. It 
should also be useful for bicyclists and.others 

who require a map which takes in a large area of 

country on a comparatively small sheet, and yet 
shows a good deal of daaiL These maps are so 
folded thac any pan can be read without 
unfolding and spreading out zhe whole mao. and 
for use in the opoi air this is a great convenience. 
The map can be got on paper unfolded, or on 
paper folded in a covet, nr mounted on linen and 
folded in a cover. 
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Lawyers condemn ‘fat cats 9 list 

■ Lawyers hit back at the Government yesterday after the 
Lord Chancellor published a “name and shame" list of forty 
barristers and law firms who received most from the legal aid 
fund last year. 

The list showed that ten barristers were paid more than 
£400,000, one law firm received more than £&5 million, and a 
further six were paid more than £2 million. The list was topped 
by Alun Jones. QC. one of the defence lawyers in the Maxwell 
brothers’ trial.Pages 1,4 

The suffering of Mary Bell 

■ The child killer Mary Bell discloses today that her mother 

tried to kill her and that she suffered horrific child abuse at 
home. She also recalls her late mother frequently telling her 
that nobody could be as bad as Mary.-Pages 1,16,17 


Drug test positive 

The Irish swimmer, Michelle 
Smith. 28, winner of three Olym¬ 
pic titles in Atlanta in 1996, has 
failed a drugs test and faces a 
suspension that could end her 
career..Pages 1, 44 

World Cup warning 

The leader of a French lorry driv¬ 
ers' union has threatened to cause 
traffic chaos during the football 
World Cup unless haulage bosses 
agree to demands for higher pay 
and shorter hours Page 1 

School theft alleged 

A Harrow schoolmaster who 
organised foreign expeditions for 
his pupils is alleged to have stolen 
more than £35,000 from the funds 
to pay his mortgage and chil¬ 
dren's school fees.Page 3 

Baby safety warning 

Mothercare cleared its shelves of 
two popular brands of baby- 
walkers yesterday after safety ex¬ 
perts warned parents to stop 
using ten models.Page 5 

Ai Fayed school bid 

Mohamed AI Fayed wants to turn 
a school where Diana. Princess of 
Wales was a pupil into a centre 
for traumatised children. He has 
bid E2 million._.Page 6 

Benefits of television 

The shared experience of watch¬ 
ing television provides an impor¬ 
tant “social glue”, according to a 
study of 800 children on the is¬ 
land of St Helena.™.Page 7 


Blair's first year 

Calling for a classless society was 
a mistake by John Major. Tony 
Blair knew better and made us aU 
New Labour. He even tried to 
rope the Queen into his new nat¬ 
ional chumminess— Page 9 

Coe urged to run 

Sebastian Coe emerged yesterday 
as a surprise Tory contender in 
the race for Mayor of London 
amid rising alarm in the party 
over the candidacy of Jeffrey 
Archer...Page 10 

Distant voices 

The distant ancestors of modem 
man. including the Neander¬ 
thals. were capable of speech as 
long as 400.(XX> years ago. about 
360,000 years earlier than previ¬ 
ously believed .Page 12 

Monumental change 

Some of Afrikaanerdom’s most 
sacred sites, including the Blood 
River monument, are to be given 
a facelift to reflect the part played 
by black people.— Page 13 

Police chief resigns 

Belgium's police chief resigned 
yesterday over the escape of Marc 
Dutroux. the alleged child killer, 
as the Government survived a 
vote of confidence_Page 14 

Hospital experiments 

American and Norwegian hospi¬ 
tals were involved in sterilisation 
experiments using radiation on 
the mentally retarded up to 
1994 .Page 15 


Dentists face a change of drill 


■ Toothpaste that will mark the end of fillings and the dentist's 
much-feared drill could be on the market in just over five years 
after a breakthrough by scientists at G^ys Hospital Dental 
School who have developed a vaccine against the bacteria that 
rots teeth. The development is the result of 25 years of research 
costing millions of pounds.Page 8 


Adrian Heritage, a wall paintings expert from English Heritage, inspecting Elizabethan works preserved at Hill Hall in Essex 


Recession threat Fears that man¬ 
ufacturing is on the verge of reces¬ 
sion increased yesterday when new 
data showed business confidence 
has plummeted..Page 23 


Seffridges flop: Selfridges, which 
is due to be demerged from the 
Sears group, looks set for a bumpy 
ride as an independent company 
after a foil in sales.Page 23 

Kitemark to float The British Stan¬ 
dards Institution may join the stock 
market after agreeing to pay £365 
million for Inspectorate, a com¬ 
pany that tests oil —Page 23 

Mvkets: The FTS E100 was up 842 
points at 3806.2. The pound 
dropped 0.13 cents to $1.6685 and 
added 0.72 pfennigs to DM 2.9956. 
The sterling index was up 0.1. at 
106.1..Page 26 






FootbaO: The Arsenal manager 
Arsfcne Wenger says his team will 
be fully focused for the match 
against Derby County. Victory will 
take them to the brink of the Pre¬ 
miership title.-1-Page 44 


Snooker Jimmy White’s fine run 
in the world championship was 
halted when Ronnie O’Sullivan 
took a 7-1 lead in the first session of 
their quarter-final-Page 44 

Rugby union: England faces expul¬ 
sion from the international game. 
The world governing body has in¬ 
tervened in the conflict between the 
RFU and leading dubs™. Page 38 

Tennis: Players competing at Wim¬ 
bledon this year will share prize- 
money in excess of £72 million, 
with the men's singles champion 
collecting £435,000-Page 42 






Open doors: Peter Howitt, best 
known for his role in the long- 
running television series Bread, is 
set for fresh fame as the writer and 
director of new movie. Sliding 
Doors ...Page 30 

Bronx Bard: A National Theatre 
workshop has been teaching the 
fun of Shakespeare to tough lads at 
inner-dty schools from the East 

End to New York..Page 30 

Danny boy: Daniel Barenboim 
tells Richard Morrison about his 
exhausting schedule, his future 
Wagnerian enterprise, and his epic 
Beethoven project.....Page 31 

Twtst ’n’ dance: Babybird preview 
songs from their forthcoming al¬ 
bum at a London gig, while, in 
Norwich. Propellerheads get the 
audience on their feet-Page 32 



TOMORROW 


IN THE TIMES 


■ FILMS 
John Hannah and 
Gyneth Paltrow in 
Sliding Doors: another 
Four Wedding S? 


■ BOOKS 
Roger Scruton calls 
time on Heidegger, 
Michele Roberts 
reviews Isabel Allende 


MS 


Cries Unheard: “I had these little 
white socks on and just a little top 
and, um. a nappy, a nappy-type 
tiling ... and my mother" - she 
sighed deeply - "my mother would 
hold me, one hand pulling my head 
back, by my hair... and ..." 

The Times publishes the first ex¬ 
tract from Cries Unheard: Mary 
Bell ..Pages 16.17 


Bulkflng a future: Some big build¬ 
ers have stopped talking about “the 
house of the future” and have 
started building futuristic high- 
tech houses_Page 35 


Stop the rob Science has cracked 
the dry-rot problem: Windsor Cas¬ 
tle is safe— -Page 35 


The ultra-right's emergence as a 
political force in Germany reflects 
a distressing trend in parts of 
Europe, where right-wing extrem¬ 
ists are exploiting anxiety and re¬ 
sentment over closer European 
integration and globalisation 

- The Chicago Tribune 

What is it with celebrities and food 
safety issues? The Agriculture De¬ 
partment reports that singers Wil¬ 
lie Nelson and Neil Young are 
among 115,000 people who have 
faxed comments complaining 
about the proposed definition of 
“organic" food 

- The Washington Post 




Preview: Robson Green is back on 
the trail of more serial kffleis. 
Touching Evil (TTV. 9pm). Review 
Joe Joseph on a case of cross- 
fertilisation.-.Pages 42 ,43 


Double dutch 


The pressure on the British presj. 
dency to manufacture a compQ. 
mise this weekend over who heads 
the European Central Bank is ccj>. 
siderable. Mr Blair is keen 
oblige. He should not be ^ 
keen.—.-Page 19 

Open and shut case 

Chris Patten is an inspired choke £ 
to chair a commission of inquiry 
into the future of the Royal Ulster 
Constabulary. It is to be hoped 1* 
will accept the better to bolster a 
force under fire.—.- Page 19 

Forgiveness frees 

The investiture of Keiko Hobtjts, 
who has worked tirelessly for rec¬ 
onciliation between British POWs 
and Japanese, is a mark of respect 
for someone who believes that w? 
cannot wily leam to forgive, but 
also to forger.Page B 





PETER STOTHARD 

Let me answer, too. those who feel 
full outrage at the payments made 
to Mary Bell by Gitta Sereny. With- 
out those payments the book would 
not exist The test lies in the 
book.—.Page R 

SIMON JENKINS 

It is not hard to be efficient if you 
are taking over a successful plant 
and tearing it as is. A change of 
political leadership normally im¬ 
plies more than a change erf cast It 
implies a new play... looking back 
over the year, we can see that "gov¬ 
ernment” hardly missed a beat 
with the Tory departure ™ Page 18 
PETER RIDDELL 
Tony Blair wants to play monetary 
union long. He has a dear view 
about what Government policy 
should be at the next election. But 
he does not want to declare his 
hand too soon.Page 10 
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Jean-Francouis Lyotard, French 
philosopher. Godfrey Kenton, ac¬ 
tor: tan Bell, diplomat—Page 21 


Mary Bell’s story: former Japanese 
POWs; newspapers and the Compe¬ 
tition Bill...PageW 


THE TIMES CROSSWORD NO 20,778 



ACROSS 

I Essential pan of vegetable ( 6 ). 

5 Help not automatically produced, 
by the sound of it (S). 

9 Tree in which small monkey's 
finally trapped ( 8 ). 

10 Copy English version of auto 
with hood half missing ( 6 ). 

11 Love poetry, as found abroad (S). 

12 What remains outside tavern in 
Eire, for example ( 8 ). 

13 Channel Islands demanding res¬ 
ervoir (7). 


24 Generous attitude displayed 
bydrivers from Sweden, we hear 
( 8 ). 


25 Government department putting 
tax on cars ( 8 V 


26 Recruit showing indination to 
follow directions ( 6 ). 



UR Rents - Ml 
■ M25 
M3S and Unk HoMts 


Condnanoi Europe 
Chwol eroding 
MoBortg so Hsdiiow 


0330 444 910 
0330 401 410 
0334 401 744 
0334 401 747 
0330 401 740 
0334 401 910 
0330 401 300 


0334 407 SOS 


Weather by Fax 

OWOlMUmOkra 
WWkCowi or 414 334 
414 33S 
414 334 
EucAn0* 410 337 

MWm 414 330 

N.E*n 414 33* 

SutM 414 340 




414 341 
414 143 


World City 

(S3 & 


&TTwMetC 


0334 410333 



0314401 003 
0334 401 004 
0334 401 007 
0134 401 003 
0334 401 400 
0334 401 0*9 


44 Car reports by fax 


laAA am of IIS ■ 


0334 414 B«* 
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laid HKBfttofe tut 13T 
CAndwpialOpn-mMasiIim, 
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16 Breaking record. I assert — 
coming back in triumph (7). 


20 Bill a clergyman? That's right (S). 

22 Too small now? Wrong, wrong, 
wrong (S). 

23 It brings something nice — the 
end of hostility ( 6 ). 


Solution to Puttie No 20777 


H Q B Q 0 □ HIIB □ 0 0 H 23 IS 

snananan 
HEHBHnnmB soDsan 
SHESantlffl 
E 0 EJQO 00 nnmtDHiigs 
® B G3 fU □ 

fflSGEHn EnSHHRiai! 

s a 0 a a a 

EEE3HnE[DQ QSSSSS 
ffl S3 Q S (3 
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□ Sf3OQBI30 
DBSaiSB SHiSlifflQHraa 
0HQE!nS(J3l3 
tBBH B00 [fl IlliIQ m nil ra® 


DOWN 

2 Horse grazing land not a bit 
suitable for ploughing ( 6 ). 

3 Tune again interpreted precisely 
(S). 

4 Artist — one who makes notes ( 8 ). 

5 A divine wine poured around fish 
(7). 

6 Criticism of hdp with raising 
family ( 8 ). 

7 Plant Beardsley cuno inspire art 
originally (8). 

8 Cheese making husband lie toss¬ 
ing about (6.4). 

12 Lowest form of music supplied by 
asinine player (4.6). 

14 Dreadfully incomplete short tunc 
{hat's lower in tire chans? ( 8 ). 

15 Having given up job. resume it in 
a different form ( 8 ). 

17 Something turned to for hdp or 
rescue at sea ( 8 ). 

18 Flourishing OK (4.4). 

19 Feebly refuse to admit supporter 
(7). 

21 Bone-it was left by SL Paul ( 6 ). 
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□ General: southwest‘England and 
southern Wales will be wet The rain 
will peter out from the north in the late 
afternoon and evening. Central south¬ 
ern England will also have be mostly 
doudy with rain likely for a time. 
Elsewhere there will be sunny spells 
and showers, some of the showers 
heavy inland. 

Tonight: English Channel coasts 
may see further rain, clearing later in 
the night. Elsewhere, showers will 
quickly die out to give good clear 
spells, although North Sea coastal 
counties of Scotland and northern 
England will be mostly doudy with a 
fresh onshore breeze bringing the 
odd spot of drizzle. 

□ London, SE England, E Mid¬ 
lands, W Midlands: early mist aid 
log cleanng to give sunny spells and 
afternoon showers. Light easterly 
wind. Max 15C (59F). 

□ E Anglia, E England, Central N 
and NE England: early log dearing 
to give sunny spells, risk of a shower, 
bprt easterly wind. Max 14C (57F). 


shine, rain later. Moderate easterly 
wind. Max 14C (57F). 

□ Channel Isles, SW England, S 
Wales: doudy with rain, perhaps 
heavy bursts. Moderate to fresh east 
or northeast wind. Max IX (55F). 

□ N Wales, NW England, Lake 
District, isle of Man, N Ireland: 
sunny spells and showers. Light 10 
moderate easterly wind. Max 14C 


(57F). 

U Borders, Edinburgh & Dundee, 
Aberdeen, Moray Firth, NE Scot¬ 
land, Orkney, Shetland: doudy. 


I Central S England; early sun- 


drizzle near coast Sunny 
Inland may spark afternoon 
showers Light easterly wind. Max 
13C (55F). 

□ SW Scotland, Glasgow, Central 
highlands, Argyll, NW Scotland: 
sunny spells and a scattering of 
showers. Light easterly wind. Max 
13C (55F). 

□ Irish Republic: doudy and wet in 
east mainly dry to west. Freshening 
easterly wind. Max 14C (57F). 

□ Outlook: mosl places dry with 
sunny spells and isolated showers. 
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NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 
Recycled pop? made up 
41el Jhe rw» msereJ let 
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half cJ 1997 
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Times Two Crossword, page 44 
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Changes lo chart below from noon: low B should slowly fill and drift south; low C .. 
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Investor considers seeking EGM 

Perpetual set to 
call for Biotech 


ByPaulDurman 

THE crisis at British Biotech 
heightened still further yes¬ 
terday as Perpetual, the sec¬ 
ond-largest shareholder, 
said it was almost ready to 
press for management 
changes at the Oxford drug 
development company. 

Perpetual's confirmation 
that it is considering calling a 
shareholder meeting to re¬ 
place some of British Biotech's 
directors came alongside other 
signs of increasing anxiety 
among institutional investors- 
One senior investment execu¬ 
tive. who has been in touch 
with several of the company’s 
shareholders, said there was a 
clear question mark over 
Keith McCullagh. British 
Biotech’s chief executive and 
driving force since it was 
founded in 1986. He said: “My 
guess is that the share price 
would probably go up if be 
stood aside." 

Perpetual, the retail invest¬ 
ment manager that owns 95 
pa^xsnt, is dismayed -at the 
company's Mure to address 
the flood of allegations that 
have developed since last 
week, when The Times first 
revealed British Biotech was 
under investigation by the US 
Securities & Exchange Com¬ 
mission. Dresdner Klein wort 
Benson, the company's advis¬ 
ers. had promised sharehold¬ 
ers a comprehensive state¬ 
ment by today. But cm 
Monday British Biotech said it 
could be some weeks before it 
was able to give a detailed 
response. 

Bob Yerbury. Perpetual* 
chief investment officer, said 
he was disappointed by the 
prospect of a four-week delay 


SENIOR management at 
British Biotech were suffi¬ 
ciently worried about the pos¬ 
sible misleading impression 
created by two upbeat press 
releases last May that they 
considered making a correc¬ 
tive statement to the stock 
market 

Senior scientists within the 
company were worried that 
the positive statements failed 
to reflets tbe main objections 
about Zacutex, the pancreati¬ 
tis drag, that had been re¬ 
ceived only a few days earfier 
from the European Medicines 
Evaluation Agency. 

The scientists, including 
Andy Millar, met with Keith 
McCullagh, chief executive, 
and even discussed a draft 
press release. However, this 
was never issued to the 
Stock Exchange. 

British Biotech only an¬ 
nounced In February that 
the marketing approval of 
Zacutex would have to be 
delayed. 


and wants more urgent action. 
He said PfeTpeluaJ was looking 
at calling an extraordinary 
meeting to enforce manage¬ 
ment changes, along with 
other options. Mr Yerbury 
said RsrpetuaJ would decide 
what to do in the next couple of < 
days. He said: "There are 
issues here that the company 
has got to answer." 

The stream of disclosures 
have raised worries about 
British Biotech's handling of 
the price sensitive news about 
marimastar, Zacutex, and 
batimastat — its three most 
important drugs over the last 
four years. Its allegedly mis¬ 


leading statements about 
marimastat are under investi¬ 
gation by foe SEC. The com¬ 
pany Med to inform -the 
market about the five "major 
objections" European drag 
regulators raised about Zacu¬ 
tex last May — nine months 
before British Biotech admit¬ 
ted it would -not receive a 
marketing approval this year. 

The Stock Exchange has 
also reopened its investigation 
into share dealings by Dr 
McCullagh and other direc¬ 
tors in January 1995 — after 
the company became con¬ 
cerned about the side effect 
problems of batimastat, trials 
of which were suspended soon 
after Dr McCullagh sold 
£600.000 of shares. 

. In addition, Andy Millar, 
dismissed last week Grom the 
key post of director of clinical 
research, has suggested he is 
pessimistic about the pros¬ 
pects of Zacutex proving itself 
an effective treatment for 
pancreatitis. 

Investor anger seems from 
the.amount of money British 
Biotech has raised from .the 
City, including a £143 imltion 
share issue in 1996. The senior 
investment executive said: 
“This company has raised 
more money off the back of the 
chief executive* forecasts than 
any other company ever." 

Some investors are worried 
that British Biotech lacks an 
effective counter to Dr McCuI- 
lAgh, who is known as an au¬ 
tocrat. But even some of those 
who want him replaced favour 
waiting for the statement 

British Biotech did not re¬ 
spond to either telephone calls 
or letters from 77ie Times. 
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Sales fall 
spells 
gloom for 
Selfridges 
debut 


By Sarah Cunningham 

RETAIL CORRESPONDENT 

SELFRIDGES, which is due 
to be demerged from the 
troubled Sears group this 
summer, looks set for a 
bumpy debut as an indepen¬ 
dent company after reporting 
a drop in sales. 

Sears has revalued the SeJ- 
fridges Oxford Street property 
at £300 million, up by £100 
million. But analysts valued 
Selfridges as a whole at be¬ 
tween £300 million and £400 
million, considerably beknv 
the level Sears had hoped. 

Selfridjges sales were up 3 
per cent in the year to January 
31, depressed by a poor Christ¬ 
mas. In the new financial year 
they have Men 25 per cent 
Vittorio Radice, who runs Se(- 
fridges. said a M in tourist 
spending and disruption to 
trade from a refurbishment 
programme, had hit sales. 

Analysts say the timing of 
the demerger was poor, as the 
refurbishment will be finished 
next year, and a second big 
store in Manchester is due to 
open this autumn. John Rich¬ 
ards. of NatWest Markets, 
said: "Next year would have 
been preferable. This is not a 
proptious time.” 

Sir Bob Reid, chairman, 
said the demerger would go 
ahead as scheduled in July, 
followed by the demerger of 
the Freemans mail order busi¬ 
ness in December. He was 
speaking as Sears reported a 
£115.7 million pre-tax loss, 
compared with a £68.1 mfifion 
profit last time. This was 
mainly attributable to die £150 
million cost of moving out of 
the shoe business. 

Adjusted earnings per share 
fell from 4Jp to 4.lp and the 
final dividend has been main¬ 
tained at 2.9p giving an un¬ 
changed 3.95p. The shares 
rose4p toSQbp- _ 
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Business optimism at 
lowest level since 1992 

By Alasdai r Murray, economics correspondent 
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HEARS that the manufacturing 
sector is on the verge of reces- 
• skin increased yesterday after 
new data showed business opti- 
ifraism has fellen to its lowest 
" point since the height of the last 
- recession while the trade deficit 
has mushroomed to its widest 
level for eight years. 

The uniformly weak figures 
revived calls from industry lead- 
- ers for the Bank of England to 
dearly state that interest rates 
have now peaked in order to 
relieve some of the pressure cm 
exporters from the strong 
pound. City economists added 
dial they raised the prospect 
•that some members of the 
Bank's Monetary Policy Com- 
' may even start pushing 
for a rate cut 

1 . Sir Ross Buddand. a member 

of the CBfs economic commit¬ 
tee and diairman of Uni gate, 
said ideally interest rates should 
be cut at the next meeting but 


“in reality, the best we can 
hope for is for rates to stay on 
hold and a statement saying 
they have peaked". 

The stock market, however, 
failed to be swayed by evi¬ 
dence of man ufac turing 
gloom, with the FTSE 100 
staging a strong comeback af¬ 
ter its 141 -poin t fall on Mon¬ 
day. The FTSE 100 dosed up 
84-Z ar 5.806.6 with investors 
concluding that fears of a US' 
interest rate rise, which had 
triggered the plunge on Mon¬ 
day. had been exaggerated. 

The Confederation of Brit¬ 
ish Industry quarterly indus¬ 
trial trends survey showed 
manufacturing confidence 
touching its lowest levels since 
October 1992. The plunge in 
confidence was principally 
caused fry another sharp dete¬ 
rioration in. optimism about 
export performance, which hit 
an 18 -year low. while export 


order-books declined at the 
worst rate for nine years. 

However, there was also 
evidence of a slowdown in the 
domestic economy with output 
growth moderating further 
and the prospects indicator at 
its weakest level since July 
1993. Employment was broad¬ 
ly flat but expected to fall in 
the coming quarter, while 
inflation pressures remain vir¬ 
tually non-existent. 

The separate trade figures 
showed the overall global 
deficit in goods and services 
for February widening to £1.74 
billion compared with £561 
million in January — the 
biggest deficit since this series 
began in 1991. 

Economists said a sharp 
rise in imports suggested the 
underlying deficit is set to 
widen further. 

Commentary, page 25 


Buysse to 
take over 
at Vickers 

By Robert Cole 

CITY CORRESPONDENT 

PAUL BUYSSE. who left 
BTR with a £1-1 million 
payoff in January, is the 
new cbief executive of 
Vickers, the engineering 
company. Sir Colin Chan¬ 
dler, who is under fire for 
his company's handling of 
the proposed sale of Rolls- 
Royce Motor Cars, relin¬ 
quishes the chief executive’s 
role but stays chairman. 

Mr Buysse. a 52-year-old 
Belgian, was a divisional 
director of die BTR con¬ 
glomerate before taking 
“early retirement". He is 
admired for the restructur¬ 
ing skills be showed at BTR 
and Vickers is committed to 
change, including the Rolls 
Royce sale. 

Vickers did not say how 
much Mr Buysse would be 
paid. In his last full year at 
BTR his salaiy and benefits 
totalled £363,000. 


Turmoil at EMI 
increases with 
new resignation 

By Chris Ayres and Fraser Nelson 


THE turmoil at EMI height¬ 
ened yesterday when Jean- 
Franco is CedUon, president 
and chief executive of EMI 
Records in the UK and Ire¬ 
land, abruptly resigned. 

His departure comes only 
days after the resignation of 
Jim Fifield, his high-profile 
counterpart in the US. After 
Mr Fifield's resignation, Ken 
Berry, head of recorded music, 
and Martin Bandier, head of 
music publishing, both joined 
the board. It is thought that 
conflicts between the new 
board members and Mr 
CedUon could have prompted 
his resignation. He will be 
replaced by Tony Wadsworth, 
bead of Parlophone. 

Speculation is mounting 
that EMI is in takeover talks 
with Seagram, the Canadian 
drinks and entertainment 


group. Reports have also 
emerged that EMI is having 
problems raising £450 million 
for the spin-off of HMV Media 
Group, the newly formed 
Waters tones to HMV retailer. 

HMV Media yesterday de¬ 
nied the reports, saying that 
the money had already been 
raised by MerriU Lynch. 

The bank, which itself has 
been syndicating out the loan, 
has arranged for an extra £50 
million to be raised as equity. 
This reduced the senior debt 
target with the aim of encour¬ 
aging a broader number of 
institutions to take part 
Merrill Lynch said yesterday 
that HMV Media wanted a 
greater diversity of subscrib¬ 
ers so it could use them for 
various financial services. 

Commentary, page 25 


; BSI sets new standards for its expansion 
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THE British Standards Insti¬ 
tution is considering a flota¬ 
tion to further its expansion. 
The institution, creatal in 1901 
to -standardise the width of 
tram lines, currently operates 
under a Royal Charter grant¬ 
ed in 1929 and yesterday 
agreed to buy Inspectorate, a 
company which tests oil and 
meM, for £365 million. 

BSI, known for its Kitemark 
of product quality and the BS 
5750 certification, makes 
money certifying products and 
testing everything from con_ 


By Carl Mortished 

doms m lottery machines. 
Keith Tazri, the new chief 
executive, sees scope for over¬ 
seas expansion, exploiting the 
BSI brands. 

Surveys on the street showed 
82 per cent recognition, and Mr 
Tozri said: “It ranks alongside 
Coke and Rolls-Royce." But 
BSI was forced to seek permis¬ 
sion from the Privy Council to 
obtain the powers to borrow 
fends in order to buy Inspec¬ 
torate from Elecrra Fleming, 
the venture capitalist. 

Mr Tozzi confirmed that the 


next move for the institution 
could be a flotation. BSI has 
22,000 members, mainly Brit¬ 
ish companies, but they have 
no financial daim aver the 
organisation's profits. “We 
will have to make a decision 
within 12 months," he said. 

Inspectorate, whose chief 
executive is Jeff Luesley, will 
add £67 million in sales to 
SSI's £90 million turnover. 
Combined profits win exceed 
E10 million. 


Commentary, page 25 Kitemark: sign of quality 
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Link ultimatum 

John Prescott is to be told that 
the £5.4 hillion Channel 
Tunnel Rail link to King's 
Cross/St Pancras is unlikely 
to be built unless the 
Government takes on at least 
£400 million of debt 
page24 

Merger talks 

Jefferson Smurfit, the paper 
and packaging group, 
disclosed that JS Corp. its 46 
per cent owned US 
subsidiary, was in merger 
talks with Stone Container, a 
US rival. JS Corp had sales of 
$32 billion last year. Stone’s 
turnover was $5.1 billion, 
page 25 
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Collapse of drags merger ‘a £13bn disgrace’ 


ByPaulDurman 

THE collapse of SmithKline 
Beecham's merger with Glaxo 
Wellcome was a “disgrace" that cost 
investors £13 billion, a shareholder 
told SB directors at yesterday's 
packed annual meeting in London. 

Sir Peter Walters. SB* chairman, 
acknowledged that the share values 
of the two companies had actually 
risen by £24 billion in the days 


immediately after the announcement 
of die merger at die end of January. 
But he said: “We would never have 
achieved that £24 billion of share¬ 
holder value." 

Sir Peter said SB was “very disap¬ 
pointed" at the collapse of the deal. 
But echoing the account that Jan 
Leschly, his chief executive, gave to 
The Times last week, he said Glaxo 
Wellcome had broken the deal and 
left SB with no alternative but to end 


the talks. In the most detailed formal 
statement yet. Sir Peter said: “Glaxo's 
conduct... led your board to lose 
trust and confidence in Glaxo 
Wellcome’s intentions ... Moving 
away from the fundamental principle 
of a merger of equals to one of a no- 
premium takeover would have de¬ 
stroyed rather than created value." 

Sir Peter also disputed weekend 
press reports in which Sir Richard 
Sykes, Glaxo Wellcome's chairman. 


blamed the deal's collapse on rows 
over the management pecking order, 
exacerbated by pay differential. 

SB was challenged on the £2.4 
million paid to Mr Leschly last year, 
but Sir Peter produced a slide 
showing that this put him in eighth 
place among the world's leading 
pharmaceutical companies. He stud: 
“That is the world competition we are 
up against" And with SB's share 
price having risen 35 per cent a year 


since 1994. Sir Peter said: "He 
deserves h." To which one sharehold¬ 
er shouted out "very reasonable"^ 
Shareholders were also mid of SB's 
initiative to work with the World 
Health Organisation to eliminate lym¬ 
phatic filanasis. This disfiguring tro¬ 
pical disease, often leading to elephan¬ 
tiasis. affects 120 million people. SB is 
donating its drug albendazole free of 
charge with the aim of eliminating the 
disease in 20 years. 


Railtrack to 
give £400m 
Tunnel link 
ultimatum 

By Arthur Leathley, transport correspondent 


STEVE FORREST 


JOHN PRESCOTT is to be 
told that the £5.4 billion Chan¬ 
nel Tunnel Rail link is unlikely 
to go ahead unless the Gov¬ 
ernment takes on at least £400 
million of debt from the col¬ 
lapsed project 
The consortium behind the 
68 -mile project is expected to 
demand additional money 
from the Deputy Prime Minis¬ 
ter before it agrees to take on 


Insurers 
count 
the cost 

By Marianne Curphey 

SEVERE weather in the 
UK and one of the worst 
ice storms in Canada’s 
recent history have taken 
their toll of the first-quar¬ 
ter results of two of the 
UK's biggest insurers. 

General Accident and 
Guardian Royal Exchange 
both unveiled details of 
tbeir expected losses at their 
annual meetings yesterday. 

General Accident said 
severe weather, especially in 
Canada, will increase 
claims in the first quarter of 
1998 by £30 milli on over Iasi 
years figure It said the 
additional claims, together 
with strong competition, 
would reduce results for the 
quarter. 

Lord Hambro, Guardi¬ 
an's chairman, told share¬ 
holders that although the 
insurer does not repent 
quarterly figures, fee “atroc¬ 
ious weather conditions” 
that hit the UK in January 
and at Easter mil cost a 
total of £25 million, while 
the Canadian storms would 
cost E12 million in chums. 

Most analysts said the 
losses reinforced their belief 
that first-quarter results for 
1998 for General Accident, 
due on May 12. will be 
below last year's figure 

However, the composite 
revealed thatannualised 
new UK life business premi¬ 
ums had risen 25 per cent 
over the first quarter of 1997. 

Shares in General Acci¬ 
dent rose 13p to EL123. GRE 
shares fefl 2p to 394p 


the beleaguered project As 
negotiations aimed at saving 
the project enter their final 
weeks.- consortium members 
admit that they are "nowhere 
near” agreement with the 
Government over funding for 
the scheme. 

The collapse of the prqject 
under the current consortium 
would (race the Government 
to begin the entire tendering 
process again, leading to at 
least two years delay. Already, 
the project is well behind its 
planned start dale. 

Mr Prescott is reported to be 
impatient that the main play¬ 
ers behind the rescue padcage 
have not put together details 
for funding the project 

The consortium, now led by 
Railtrack. the trade and sig¬ 
nalling company, and Bechtel, 
the US civil engineering firm, 
has been given until mid-May 
to set out its final proposals. 

Mr Prescott Is believed to be 
upset that the consortium is 
unwilling to take on the £400 
million debt equity incurred 
on the original bid to build the 
link from Folkestone to 
London StPancras. 

Railtrack has apparently 
made dear that its sharehold¬ 
ers will not take on the debt, 
bid Mr Prescott is under 
heavy Treasury pressure not 
to add substantially to the £1.8 
billion State subsidy already 
promised by ministers. 

Mr Prescott has told col¬ 
leagues up to El billion extra 
could be needed to ensure the 
prqject goes ahead, although 
senior figures in the consor¬ 
tium believe this will be closer 
to £500 million. 

The London & Continental 
Consortium behind the project 
plans to build the link in two 
stages, first from Folkestone to 
north Kent, and then under 
the Thames to St Pancras. Mr 
Prescott is irritated that the 
consortium is pressing for 
some of the £1.8 billion to be 
paid up front, instead of when 
the more expensive phase 
through London begins. 

Rival bids to run Eurostar 
are to be submitted to White¬ 
hall tomorrow, as the train 
service is to be separated from 
the construction project. 

A consortium member. Nat¬ 
ional Express, partnered by 
British Airways and SNCF, 
the French railway, are the 
most likely company to run 
the service. 



Chris Brown, left chief executive, and Anton Elsborg, finance director, of David Brown, which is reviewing its activities 

David Brown considers disposals 


By Kathy Lipari 

DAVID BROWN, the specialist engineer, 
yesterday reported a 13 per cent fall m pre¬ 
tax profit for toe year to January 30. 

Chris Cook, chairman, said the group's 
businesses were being reviewed to see 
which were capable of becoming "global 
leaders” It would consider disposing of 


those not meeting this standard. Analysts 
said that it was clear that the oil and gas 
pumps business would be kept after the 
acquisition of Union Pump in the US. 

David Brown, led by Chris Brown, 
chief executive, saw exceptional costs of 
E4.2 million associated with reorganising 
newly acquired businesses and settling a 
contractual dispute from the 1980s. These 


cut pre-tax profits to £15 million, from 
E17-2 million in the previous year. Before 
exceptional s. pre-tax earnings were £19.2 
million, up from £182 million. Turnover 
rose 6 per cent, to £191.9 million. Earnings 
per share after exceptionals fell to 17p 
(17.7p). A 6-3p final makes 92p (S.4p). 


Tempos, page 26 


S&N to shed 300 
in rationalisation 


By Dominic Walsh 


SCOTTISH & NEWCASTLE, 
flie brewing and leisure group, 
is to shed about 300 jobs in a 
rationalisation of its Scottish 
Courage beer division. 

The company said yester¬ 
day it planned to cut its on- 
trade operations from six to 
four regional companies in a 
move that would save “in the 
millions of pounds". The trad¬ 
ing arms to be dosed are 
Matthew Brown, based in 
Chorley, Lancashire, and Wil¬ 
liam Younger, which has its 
headquarters in Nottingham. 

The two businesses will be 
swallowed up fry the four 
remaining regional com¬ 
panies, Courage. John 
Smith's, Newcastle Breweries 
and Scottish Brewers. The job 


losses will be largely manage¬ 
rial and administrative. 

John Dunsmore, on-trade 
managing director, said the 
decision reflected the chang¬ 
ing demands of multiple re¬ 
tailers such as Nomura’s 
Grand Pub Company. 

Analysts said the cost-cut¬ 
ting measures were m part 
aimed at clawing back some of 
the forecast £25 million hit 
from its new supply agree¬ 
ment with GPC. which is no 
longer exclusive. A spokesman 
for S&N said it was too early to 
say exactly how much would 
be saved by the measures, but 
it would give a breakdown at 
its preliminary results in July. 
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Japan’s jobless 
rate at record 

From Robert Whymant in tokyo 


JAPAN'S unemployment rate 
in March leapt to a postwar 
high of 3.9 per cent in March 
as the nation's economic woes 
pushed a growing number of 
firms to close or to cut payrolls. 

The Government said that 
2.77 million people were out of 
work in March. 310.000 more 
than in February. The jobless 
rate rose 0J per cent from Feb¬ 
ruary to reach its highest level 
since the current method of 
compiling data began in 1953. 

The sudden jump in unem¬ 
ployment surprised some 
economists, who had predicted 
that the jobless rate would hit 4 
per cent at the end of the year. 

The main factors were a rise 
in the number of firms that 
went bankrupt, and a shake¬ 


out of staff by firms streamlin¬ 
ing themselves to weather the 
economic slump. Government 
figures show that at the peak 
of the "bubble” years of inflat¬ 
ed asset prices ten years ago, 
300,000 workers lost their jobs 
through bankruptcies or re¬ 
structuring: last December the 
number had risen to 60Q.000. 
and in March to 740.000. 

A survey by a private re¬ 
search body shows that com¬ 
pany failures began lo climb 
sharply lost autumn. In 
Mardh 1.811 firms went under, 
200 more than in February. 

Japan's jobless rate is still 
low by standards or other 
industrialised nations, but is 
expected to rise further, with 
no economic recovery in sight. 
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Five-fold 
rise by 
Alexandra 

A FIVE-fold increase in pre¬ 
tax profits was announced by 
Alexandra Workwear. the in¬ 
dustrial dothing supplier. 
yestenJay (Kathy Upari 
writes). 

Pre-tax earnings rose (o £5.6 
million in the year to January 
31. from ELI million, slightly 
ahead of expectations, as op¬ 
erating margins improved to 
9.6 per cent (19 per cent). 

Turnover was up to £66 
million (£65.9 million) after 
the disposal of non-profilable 
businesses. Earnings in¬ 
creased to 10.7p a share from 
2Jp, The dividend is 4ip, for 
a 7p total (65p). 

Manufacturing moved 
from Scotland to Morocco to 
reduce costs and key manage¬ 
ment changes included Julian 
Budd to chief executive. John 
Jutsum to finance director, 
and David Dunn, chairman. 


Shipyard 
subsidies 
on way out 

By Aland air Murray 

THE European Union is ex¬ 
pected lo agree this weekend 
to abolish direct subsidies to 
shipbuilders, raising fears 
(hat jobs could be last in 
British shipyards. 

Exsia details of the plan to 
end the subsidies remain in be 
agreed at next week's meeting 
of the EU Industrial Council in 
Brussels, but the Department 
of Trade and Industry expects 
the payments to be phased out 
by early next ccnrufy. 

British shipbuilders receive 
only about £18 million in 
subsidies each year, and the 
Dcparmem of Trade and In¬ 
dustry is confident that they 
will survive without the subsi¬ 
dies. ’Hie level of subsidy has 
been reduced from 2S per cent 
to 9 per cent of build costs 
during the past ten years. 
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BUSINESS ROUNDUP ?T] 


Balpa to offer TTG 
deal to membership 

BALPA, foe pilots’union, has shelved plans for a strike ballot 
among Britannia Airways staff over pay and jobsecunty 
after hammering out a two-year agreement with Thomson 
Travel Group (TTG). Balpa, which represents almost SO per 
cent of Britannia Airways's 470 pilots, was o^idenng 
industrial action in order to put pressure on TIG as it 
prepared for its £1.4 billion to £1.7 billion stock nwket 
flotation. Instead, Balpa yesterday met Bntanma officials 
and will now put the deal to its members this week. 

Roger Burnell, managing director of Britannia, said: I am 
pleased that we have been able to work together with Balpa to 
satisfactorily address our pilots* concerns." Chns Darke, 
general secretary of Balpa, said: “Balpa has always wanted 
what is best for its pilots, the airline and its customers." 

Merrill creates 500 jobs 

MERRILL LYNCH, the investment bank, has announced 
plans to create more than 500jobs over five years as part of its 
expansion in the UK. The US company, which last year took 
over Mercury Asset Management the fund management 
business, is opening a number of sites around the UK. 
Merrill Lynch said the move was part of its aim to meet the 
growing need of private investors and the booming private 
banking market. Branches are being opened at Edinburgh, 
Newcastle, Bristol. Birmingham. Leeds and Manchester. 

Loss for Utility Cable 

UTILITY CABLE, the company that digs up roads to install 
cable TV ducts, plunged into the red during the six months to 
February 28, turning a £1.8 million pre-tax profit into a E3 
million loss. The company disappointed the City last year by 
issuing a profits warning and in January there was a radical 
management shake-up. Turnover fell 40 per cent from £55 
million to £33 million, while basic earnings per share of O.S2p 
turned into losses of 2.06p. There will be no interim dividend 
compared to a payment of 0-27p' last year. 

New plant for BP 

BRITISH PETROLEUM is to build a polyethylene plant at 
Grangemouth as part of a £500 million investment at the 
Scottish petrochemical facility. The plant will be able to 
produce 400.000 tonnes of polyethylene a year and will create 
about 100 jobs, with 1J00 construction jobs at peak. BP said that 
its Grangemouth investment, totalling E800 million to date, is 
meant to create the most cost-effective petrochemicals site in 
Europe. The polyethylene plant will be adjacent to a poly^ 
propylene plant to be built by an Elf Atochem/BPjoint venture. 

Fibemet in the red 

FIBERNET, the provider of high-speed digital networks that 
floated on the Alternative Investment Market in 1996. saw 
pre-tax profits of £132,000 turn to losses of nearly £2 million 
during the six months to February 28. Shares in the company 
fell 38^ to 303p yesterday, having traded at just S4hp in 
January. Turnover rose 375 per cent from £3.4 million to £4.7 
mifliorL Earnings per share of 0.4p turned to losses of 53p, 
and no dividend will be paid. Fibemet said that its TANet 
network backbone had been completed. 

Third Salvage warning 

SHARES of Universal Salvage fell 20 per cent after the car 
disposal company issued its third profit warning in 12 
months. The company said that it is still collecting the same 
level of write-offs from insurance companies, but raised 20 
per cent less money for them in its crucial April junk auction. 
This will leave a profit of £1.6 million after a E250.000 charge 
for restructuring and a £100,000 loss on the sale of its car 
leasing business. The company said its profits recovery will 
be “gradual”. The shares dropped Ufep to 50p yesterday. 

MY profits static 

DIFFICULTIES in the industrial sector were blamed for 
disappointing half-year figures from MY Holdings, the 
paperboard and plastics packaging group. Pre-tax profits 
were £65 million, equal to last year, on a turnover of £47.1 
million, up 5 per cenL Earnings per share were 3.44p, up 2 
per cent, and the dividend is 0.85p, up 6 per cent. In February 
MY formed an alliance with partners in Italy, France and 
Germany, and John Monks, the chief executive, said the 
results did not reflect the progress made this half. 


___ Advertisement _ 

Government of Punjab 
Directorate of Civil Aviation 

SCO No. 1068-69, Sector 22-B, Chandigarh, India. 

Tender Notice 

The Government of Punjab is interested to purchase an 
executive version Helicopter for VIP use with the following 
specification:- 

I. (a) pie Helicopter should be twin-engine (Turbine Shaft 

Engines) Air conditioned and IFR version. The basic 
design of the helicopter must be twin engine. It should 
not be modified from single engine to twin engine. 

(b) It should have dual controls for two pilots. 

(c) rite Helicopter should be capable of carrying a minimum 
of six passengers and two pilots in the high summer 
temperatures which are even upto 48*C. 

(d) The tenders should be from the manufacturers of 
Helicopters or their sole authorised sole Agents for 
India. 

(e) The helicopter should have the State-of-the-art Avionics 
System. 

(f) The tenders should specify any special financial 
package/credit facilities lor their helicopter and the 
training facilities to be provided by them to the pilots, 
engineering and avionics staff. The tenderers should 
alsoindicate about the existing servicing facilities in India, 
in addition to the above, the tenderer should furnish 
details in the pertorma given below.- 

(1) Name of the Manufacturing Company 

(2) Type and Model of the helicopter. 

Price of foe Helicopter (including all its components) in 

. , Currency and Indian Currency: 

' a > deterred payment facility is available, if so, terms 

... “jereoi, also soft loans and other options. 

(b) The date upto which the offer is valid. 

Seating Capacity: 

(a) Passengers 

(b) Pilots 

_ JP® [l 0 ™ Power of each engine. 

S' foe engine, airframe and other major components. 

7 ’ KrojrtS? ° thfir modem nav 'gat>onal aids fitted in the 
8. Speed of the helicopter. 

9- Total fuel Consumption per hour. 

10. Type of fuel used, 

II. Endurance and Range. 

12. Service Ceiling. 

13. Material of Rotar Blades. 

14. Number of Rotar Blades. 

II: ^ under ^9® or fixed Skid type. 

18 ' J2S°2f r i must ** ^ ^ ELT Transponder and any 
CM “Setor General 

jsfistti&sizr “* far * he o( 

in ^ office tti the Director, Chril 

rwSwS aSSteSlS£S.2l2 n 15th 1998 1110 tandefS 

resenSs^ t riShf?r»^SL^!? b9 The undersigned 

x r :dn° any ,onder " i ’ hout 

IKDE/'tnn R-S- SAND«U, 

_director civil aviation Punjab. 
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T he board of British Biotech 
has gone too far in dem¬ 
onstrating its contempt for 
those who own the business. Its 
indication that anxious share¬ 
holders would have to wait 
several weeks more for answers 
to legitimate questions has fi¬ 
nally prompted Perpetual to 
launch a public fightback. If the 
fund manager's fears about the 
running of the company are not 
allayed almost immediately, it is 
warning that it will summon an 
extraordinary general meeting 
that would almost certainly five 
up to its name. 

Perpetual deserves praise for 
coming out of the shadows from 
which major institutional inves¬ 
tors usually try to exert their 
influence and demanding that 
the British Biotech board should 
be answerable to all its investors. 

Given the controversy which 
has blown up over the company 
as its share brice has shrunk, it 
was incredible that the board 
should have thought investors 
could have been appeased by the 
terse comment that it would give 
a detailed statement in several 
weeks time. 

The questions that need 
answering are clear and the 
answers should be equally 
apparent to the company. In 
essence, investors are demand¬ 
ing to know whether the com¬ 
pany has actively misled the 
market and whether directors 
benefited from share sales made 
when they had information de¬ 
nied to other investors. The 


Perpetual motion exposes tardy Biotech 


prospects for British Biotec’s 
drug portfolio are harder to 
judge, although the sacked An¬ 
drew Millar, the company’s for¬ 
mer head of clinical research, is 
hardly encouraging optimism. 
But during their aevdoproent. 
the outlook few new drags is 
rarely blade and white. Investors 
will not have confidence in the 
company to develop those drugs 
unless they can be convinced that 
they should have confidence in 
the Biotech board. 

Those who invest in the biotech 


COMMENTARY 


by our City Editor 


sees investors only as a magically 
tolerant version of the hole in the 
wall cash machine; happy to 
supply the money, no questions 
or returns asked. 

There is a growing suspicion 
that British Bio's chief executive, 
Keith McCullagh. may have 
taken that view. Those who 
bought the shares at their 300p 
heights in May 1996 may feel 
that to be the case. But can things 
get worse? The‘get out while you 
still can’ option is tempting, 
especially because at-S^p yes¬ 
terday the price still compares 
respectably with the value three 
years ago — before Biotech 
shares began to react to the 


optimistic assessments that fil¬ 
tered out about die effectiveness 
of its chemistry. Whether the 
shares can sustain even these 
levels will only be clear when the 
company comes dean. 

Perpetual is right to insist that 
neither investors not the market 
should be kept waiting any 
longer for the truth. McCullagh 
ana his chairman wfll find they 


have a tough task persuading 
investors that they deserve 


investors that they 
continued backing. 


Knocked down, but 
don’t get up again 


JL Jean-Franyois Cecillon 
from EMI. As chairman of EMI 
Records (UK). M Cecillon can 
take the credit for bringing the 
works of Chnmbawumba to a 
wider audience. 

But shareholders in the com¬ 
pany wifi surely be bemused at 


yet another high profile executive 
making a hasty exit from their 
company. The top tier of EMI 
seems to be in total disarray. 
Even its efforts to look pro-active 
by combining its retail chains 
with the Waterstones book busi¬ 
ness have been hit by difficulties 
which indicate a certain lack of 
confidence 

The company was already 
finding trading tough before 
chairman Sir Colin Southgate 
took the apparently perverse 
derision that ne would take on 
the role of chairman of the Royal 
Opera House, just when if might 
have been argued that his com¬ 
pany needed him most. Since 
then, however, the confusion 
over who is running EMI has 
beat more worthy of a Whitehall 
force than Covent Garden. 

Sir Colin toyed with the idea of 
becoming non-executive but de¬ 
rided against it, despite the 
inevitable demands that the 
ROH will make on his time. He 
toyed with the idea of making 


Jim Fifield chief executive but 
then dispensed with his services 
altogether, instead, incurring a 
£12 million bill in the process. 

Now we are to believe that Ken 
Berry and Martin (referred to as 
'Marty in the last luwje-lDce 
statement from Sir Colin) 
Bandier can run things perfectly 
adequately between them. 

M Cecillon, apparently, did 
not fit with Mr Berry's view on 
how he wants the music business 
run. Mr Berry’s employment of 
his vivacious wife aroused the 
interest of the The Wall Street 
Journal recently, inspiring one of 
the most colourful pieces to have 
appeared in that esteemed 
publication. The descriptions of 
parties on the Beany patio in¬ 
dicated that the musk business is 
still very different from banking. 
Hence suggestions that h was M 
Cecillon’s flamboyant style that 
caused EMI to deride that he 
should go have caused some 
wonderment. 

It all adds up to an unnerving 


backdrop for the figures due to 
be announced next month and 
adds to EMI’s vulnerability to a 
bid. The suggestion that 
Seagram still has its sights on the 
company and its music catalogue 
continue to gain credence, de¬ 
spite assurances that Edgar 
Bronfman Jnr is only in London 
to visit the businesses he already 
owns. 


Kitemark needed 
for new BSI role 


L ike much in Britain, the 
British Standards Institu¬ 
tion was sidelined by the 
European Union. Unlike most, it 
has found a new commercial role 
in quality and testing and can lay 
claim to own the world's most 
trusted trade mark. 

Logically, it should soon move 
from non-profit body operating 
under a 70-year old Royal Char¬ 
ter to fully commercial quoted 
company. The catalyst is spend¬ 
ing £36 mflliioa muai of it on tick 
from Barclays, to buy the com¬ 
plementary Inspectorate busi¬ 
ness. That required a behind-the- 
scenes deal, which the Post Office 
would envy, to allow the BSI to 
borrow for acquisitions. Such 
pragmatism, needing a nod from 


the Privy Council, is welcome. 
Bra it shows, how anom alous the 
BSI *5 status still is for a group 
requiring market discipline. 

As soon as talk of a public 
flotation arises, however, you get 
the same sort of head-scratching 
that is now dividing that upper- 
class mutual the Royal Auto¬ 
mobile Club. BSrs Keith Tozzi 
reckons his outfit is more like the 
TSB: no-one knows who owns ii 
and members have no financial 
interest That is not an entirely 
happy precedent Giving a privi¬ 
leged fow. such as managers, 
something for nothing and the 
organisation a pile of cash to 
squander is not ideal. At least 
SSI’s change of status would be 
led by its ambitions. ’ 

For the sake of other bodies in 
like limbo, Mr Tozzi and his col¬ 
leagues should develop a kite- 
marked British standard for 
conversion before they are 
allowed to float themselves. 


Export blues 


BRITAIN’S trade gap has been 
deteriorating sincelast summer. 
As a result practitioners have 
noticed a rising trend in low-level 
insolvencies. Given a traditional 
floating exchange rate regime, 
this might be setf-correcting. But 
the exchange rate is determined 
by a committee that sets interest 
rates on narrow domestic 
grounds and by foreigners grate¬ 
ful that sterling rates are not 
converging down to the euro. 
Expect these trends to continue. 


Jefferson Smiirfit I Standard Life reduces 


US subsidiary 
in merger talks 


DFS stake by two thirds 


Strategic review ends in 
resignations at Brierley 


By Fraser Nelson 


By Chius Ayres 


JEFFERSON SMURF3T. the 
Irish paper and packaging 
group, yesterday said that JS 
Corp, its 46 per cent owned US 
subsidiary, was in merger 
talks with Stone Container, a 
US rival. 

The company, whose chair¬ 
man and chief executive is 
Michael Smurfit, said it was 
in discussions regarding “a 
stock-for-stock business com¬ 
bination”. It added: “There 
can be no assurance that such 
discussions will continue or 
mil result in any definitive 
agreement regarding such a 
business combination." How¬ 
ever. company insiders said a 
deal was likely. 

JS Corp is worth about $225 
billion (EU billion). It had 
sales last year of $32 billion 
and profits of $1 million. 
Stone, founded in 1926, is 
thought to he worth about $ 1.6 
billion. It had sales in 1996 of 
$5.1 billion and incurred losses 
of $1262 miUion. 

. last year. Stone’s newsprint 
division, Stone-Consolidated, 
merged with Abitibi-Price to 
-.form Abitibi-Consolidated, the 



1504 p in March on merger 
speculation. Earlier. mis 
month, the company admitted 
that H could spend up to IrCl 
billion (£800 million) on an 
acquisition. It has also consid¬ 
ered returning up to Ir£200 
million to shareholders. 

The company has suffered 
recently from chronic over¬ 
capacity in the paper and 
packaging industry, and re- 


THE woes of DFS continued yester¬ 
day, after the furniture retailer admit¬ 
ted that Standard Life, its third-largest 
institutional shareholder, had sold two 
thirds of its stake. 

The company said that Standard 
Life sold £6 million in shares, reducing 
its holding from 4.9 to 15 per cent 

DFS shares, which have fallen from 
580p in die past two months alone, 
dropped a further 6 * 2 p to 300p. 

The share sell came days after DFS 


issued its second profits warning in six 
months, blaming bad weather for a 
poor Easter, and issuing a warning of 
a decline in second-half profits. 

Uno, DFS’s much smaller rival, 
yesterday issued an upbeat trading 
statement saying that its 34 stores 
enjoyed “significant” like-for-fike 
growth over the same Easter period. 

It added that post-Christmas orders 
were above expectations. It shares 
added I 6 p to a high of 231p. 


By Kathy Upari 


Tempos, page 26 


BRIERLEY INVESTMENTS, the 
New Zealand investment group 
founded by Sir Ron Brierley, yester¬ 
day revealed its chief executive and 
chairman had stepped down after a 
strategic review of its operations. 

Bob Matthew, chairman of the 
company for five years and a director 
for ten. admitted the market had lost 
faith in the current board and man¬ 
agement and derided the best course 
of action was to resign. Together with 


Paul Collins, chief executive, he was 
responsible for initiating the review 
six weeks ago. 

The company, which has a 46 per 
cent stake in Thistle Hotels and almost 
30 per cent of Ibstock. the bride 
manufacturer, has suffered a severe 
decline in its share price as a result of 
its exposure to Asian markets caught 
up in the recent economic turmoil 

Sir Roger Douglas, a former New 
Zealand Finance Minister, has been 
appointed chairman and the search 
for a new chief executive has begun. 


Smurfit In discussions 


world’s largest newsprint 
maker—in which Stone holds 


maker—in which Stone holds 
a 252 per cent stake. 

A merger of JS Corp and 
Stone would create the largest 
corrugated box packaging 
group in the US, with a 20 per 
cent share of the market 
Analysts in Dublin said a deal 
would allow the companies to 
make significant savings by 
dosing paper mills. 

Shares in Jefferson edged 
up l*sp yesterday to 216hp in 
London, having surged from 


tax profits for the year to De¬ 
cember 31, to Ir£J50 million. 
John Conroy, an analyst at 
NCB stockbrokers in dublin. 
said: The benefit for the com¬ 
panies from file merger will be 
significant savings. It wfll also 
take out capacity and that will 
be good for their industry." • 
In the US, the packaging 
■mudstry has also been hit by 
companies adding extra ca¬ 
pacity in spite of subdued 
prices. Although price in¬ 
creases have recently been 
introduced there have been 
delays this month to add $40 
to the current $390-a-ton price 
of Jinerboard packaging. Nei¬ 
ther JS Corp or Stone was 
available for comment on the 
merger talks last night 





IF YOUR PCs DONT WORK AS HAS!? AS 


YOUR STAFF, 


Homes boom lifts 


McCarthy prices 


TV plans 
at Leeds 
Sporting 




By Matthew Barbour 


By Chris Ayres 


THE boom in the homes 
market has helped McCarthy 
& Stone, Britain's largest 
builder of retirement housing, 
to lift the average selling price 
of iis properties by 10 per cent, 
it emerged yesterday. 

Pre-tax profits rose to £9.1 
million, from £45 million, in 
the six months to February 28. 

»The company said that ir is 
1 now achieving an average 
£75,100 for its houses, against 
£68500 last time. 

Matthew Thorn, finance di¬ 
rector. said that the company 
was profiting from its heavy 
investment in the South West 
and South East of England, 
where house prices were 
among the strongest in the UK. 

He added that the group is 
still feeing considerable obsta¬ 
cles to the planning applica¬ 
tions it makes for new houses, 
but said that viewing levels on 
■ its houses are still strongly 
ahead __ 

The company holds 5520 
units (4.770) — enough land 
for another four years of sales. 

The group sand that it has 
. taken advantage of the im¬ 


proving housing market to 
reduce its commitment to part 
exchange- In the period, only 
16 per cent of new sales 
involved part exchange, 
against 34 per cent in 1997 and 
50 per cent in 1996. 

After margins improved 
from 38 per cent to 40 per cent, 
earnings per share were up 63 
per cent at 52p. An interim 
dividend of Ip (0.66p) is due 
on July 1. The shares rose 44P 
to a high of 163p. 



LEEDS SPORTING, the 
owner of Leeds United Foot¬ 
ball Oub. aims to launch a 
regional sports and entertain¬ 
ments network which could 
broadcast pay-per-view cover¬ 
age of pop concerts or sport¬ 
ing events held at the 
company’s planned £50 mil¬ 
lion stadhun. 

Chris Akers, chairman, 
added that the company was 
still in talks with several 
leisure, property and media 
companies to help to fond the 
stadium development. Mr 
Akers also said that the com¬ 
pany aimed to double the 
number of Lads United sea¬ 
son ticket holders lo 25.000 by 
next year through a direct 
mailing to 300,000 people and 
promotions from about 30 
large companies. 

Leeds Sporting reduced its 
pre-tax losses from £25 mflfioo 
to £1.1 million in the six 
months to December 31 while 
turnover jumped 16 per cent to 
£135 miUion. Losses per share 


LINK THEM 
UP WITH 
MICROSOFT. 




Thorn: investment pays off 


fen 036p (0.9p). There will be 
no dividend. The shares were 


no dividend. The shares were 
unchanged at 19p yesterday. 


UB is sweet on Delacre 


Maybe It's time your PCs really earned their chips. After all, your staff work hard enough already. 
So how about something wa call the 'Microsoft Solution'? It's a combination of Microsoft's* 
Small Business Server (SBS). and Windows NT* Workstation (NTW) for your PCs. The benefits? 
Wall ifs not just a simple way of linking PCs together. You can share modems too, giving cheap 
and easy access to the Internet. Every employee can send or receive e-mails which makes 
talking to diems, suppliers and each other much simpler. 


By Carl Mortished 


UNITED BISCUITS is m- 
talks with Campbell Soup 
Company over tiie purchase of 
Biscuits Delacre, maker of the 
i Tea Time, Delichoc, Ciga¬ 
rettes Russes and Mason 

Delacre biscuit brands. 

The deal is expected to be 
agreed within a month mil 
analysts speculated that UB 
could* face a rival bidder such 
.ivas Bahisen of Germany or 

N ^Wrtof U UB, 

strategy to expand McVioes 


Group, its own biscuit busi¬ 
ness, by organic growth and 
acquisitions. Delacre had sales 
last year of $180 million (£108 
million) and UB said the deal 
would enhance earnings, UB is 
thought to be paying about $115 
million for Delacre. Michael 
Landymore of Henderson 
Crostfiwaite, the brokers, said: 
“This is a very good deal for UB 
and fills out its strategy in 
northwest Europe." 

UB said that Biscuits 
Delacre would add to the 


geographic spread of its bis- 
■ cuits business in Europe, en¬ 
abling McVitie’s to increase its 
share of the French, Belgian, 
Dutch and German markets. 

UB said plans to return £150 
million to shareholders in July 
would not be affected by the 
deal. The company expects to 
receive $100 million that 
month in part-jjayment for tire 
sale of The Smithy Snackfood 
Company to PepsiCo. 


Being networked with SBS means being able to share faxes, programs and Information. (No 
rushing to and fro with disks). And because the entire system already works with over 2000 
business and accounting software packages, you can run all the software your business demands 
with total reliability. While your staff don't have to run anywhere. The Microsoft Solution ■ a solid 
foundation on which to run your business. For more Information call: 0345 001600 ext. 567 


kticrosoft 

wvfw.mtcnjsoft corn/ uk/busfa>ess/sb_soHrtki r\/ 


WleMUft. Wntt>o KT Ow Wcmatt lapi. Him Vo jn, «wt» p ndw7. ana Ve EMM E 


• »W <M Wnchw ht Wortaauen tagoa m Uthef mCMhhI BMmhl or inxMiwm «f MKraafi talwaifenki 


o» UB «n«vor amercouwtat 
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v: STOCK MARKET 

^MICHAELCLARK/:.■: \ 


Stock Market Writer 
of the Year 


Financials lead recovery 
as US rate worries ease 



Better overall: Julian Budd, chief executive of Alexandra 
Workwear, who saw a five-fold increase in pre-tax profits 


SHARE prices rebounded in 
thin trading as worries abour 
a rise in US interest rates 
receded yesterday. 

US press reports* contradict¬ 
ing earlier claims that the 
Federal Reserve was looking 
to tighten monetary policy did 
much to calm the situation. 

With the Dow Jones indus¬ 
trial average making fresh 
gains in early trading, the 
London market was able to 
close just below its best levels 
of the day. The FTSE 100. 
which touched 5,323.4 at one 
stage, eventually dosed up 
84.2 ai 5.806.6. 

Trading conditions general¬ 
ly remained quiet with total 
turnover reaching just 801 
million shares. Any selling 
that materialised was easily 
absorbed. 

The banking sector man¬ 
aged to regain some of its 
composure following the hefty 
losses of the past week that 
have been a feature of the 
market's dedine. SBC War¬ 
burg Dillon Read came to 
their rescue with some bullish 
comments. There were gains 
for Bank of Scotland 25p to 
710p. NatWest Bank ! 6 p to 
£1136, Northern Rock ISp to 
61 Op. Standard Chartered 
23 p to S93p and Woolwich 6 p 
to 335p. HSBC also surged 
75p to E18.47 as Credit Lyon¬ 
nais. the broker, threw its 
weight behind the shares and 
rival Pan mu re Gordon was 
also pushing Affiance & 
Leicester 33p to SI3p. Royal 
Bank of Scotland 46p to 911p, 
Abbey National Ip to £11.14 
and Barclays 7p to E1737. 

Jefferson SmurfiL the Irish 
paper and packaging group, 
firmed I'ap to 2 i 6 ' 2 p after 
confirming last weeek’s report 
in The Times that its 465 per 
cent owned US subsidiary and 
Stone Container were in merg¬ 
er talks. 

Debenhams rose 12p to 
386p — stretching the two-day 
lead to 3S4 p — in the wake of 
Mondays encouraging trad¬ 
ing news. There are a number 
of “buy- recommendations do¬ 
ing the rounds and SBC 
Warburg Dillon Read, the 
broker, has moved up from a 
“hold" to a “buy”. Next also 
drew strength from Deben¬ 
hams adding 24p at 500p. 

Underlying profits from 
Sears came in towards the top 
end of expectations — which 
were low anyway. Dresdner 
Kleinwon Benson was among 
a number of brokers pushing 
the shares which closed 4Up 
better at 59 3 ap. The retailer is 
going ahead with plans to 


demerge Selfridges and Free¬ 
mans, its mail order catalogue 
business. 

Sharply improved profits 
last year, and some encourag¬ 
ing comments about current 
trading lifted Alexandra 
Workwear 2p to 142p. 

Positive comments also lift¬ 
ed Spargo Consulting 6 p to 
261*2 p. Shareholders were told 
at the annual meeting that the 


BARGAIN hunters and a 
few soothing words from 
the genera] insurers 
brought some stability back 
to the sector that has seen a 
week of heavy falls generat¬ 
ed by worries about the size 
of flood claims in the wake 
of the poor weather during 
die first quarter. 

General Accident rose 
13p to £1323 yesterday, and 
Commercial Union put on 
a similar amount at £1038 
as brokers began paring 
back estimates relating to 
recent flood damage. 
Guardian Royal Exchange, 
down 2p at 394p, reported 
its liabilities were pitched 


computer and software servic¬ 
ing specialist had maintained 
the significant progress made 
during the second half of last 
year. Current trading was at 
record levels and market con¬ 
ditions for the company's ser¬ 
vices remained "buoyant". 

Profit taking left Aim-listed 
Watermark * 2 p easier at 
474p. Earlier this week, the 
advertising and marketing 


at about £37 million whQe 
General Accident said 
claims had risen by some 
E30 million year-on-year. 

Some early estimates had 
suggested that total claims 
could reach as much as 
£500 million for the flood¬ 
ing which hit homes in the 
Midlands over Easter. This 
figure has now been 
reduced. 

Also on a brighter note, 
shareholders at GA’s annu¬ 
al meeting were told that its 
life business continued to 
grow with annualised new 
business premiums up 25 
percent on the first quarter 
of 1997. 


specialist that is hoping for a 
full listing reported a 55 per 
cent hike in pre-tax profits, 
topping the million pound 
mark for the first time. The 
group is now searching for 
suitable acquisitions. 

A profits warning left Uni¬ 
versal Salvage nursing a loss 
of 12hp at 50p. The company 
said the cost of reorganisation 
and losses from discontinuing 
business means that profits 
for the year to April 30. will be 
Tower than anticipated". 

A bear squeeze left Ofex 
high-flyer Pickquick 90p low¬ 
er at 4!5p. Evil Knievel, a 
pseudonym given to ■ one 
wheeler-dealer who special¬ 
ises in selecting various target 
companies in order to drag 
their share prices lower, is 
reputed to have sold short a 
parcel of 17.500 shares. Pick- 
quick has developed an elec¬ 
tronic golf putting system that 
can be stored in a brief case 
and is proving popular with 
the Japanese. The shares have 
raced up from the 20p level 
since they were first quoted on 
Ofex. It is a l .000 share 
market meaning stock short¬ 
ages are common. 

The “for sale" sign has gone 
up at Hi-Tech Sports L3p 
better at 51*2p. It is hoping to 
attract the attention of one of 
the big American sports equip¬ 
ment suppliers so it can exploit 
the potential for growth. 

Pegasus firmed 5p to 355p 
with Philip Sellers, chairman, 
assuring shareholders that 
bid talks with an unnamed 
suitor were continuing. The 
information and technology 
specialist announced it had 
received a bid approach earli¬ 
er this month and that trading 
conditions remained positive. 

□ GILT-EDGED: Bond 
prices managed to establish a 
new trading range in the wake 
of Monday's sharp falls sup¬ 
ported by a weak CBl Distrib¬ 
utive Trades Survey. In the 
futures pit, the June series of 
the long gilt rose E 3 it to £108*4 
as a total of 83,000 contracts 
were completed. The five-year 
future also rallied to close 0.11 
higher at £102.93 on turnover 
of 1.453 contracts. 

In longs. Treasury 8 per cent 
2021 put on £>33 to £127* 
while among shorter issues 
Treasury 7 per cent 2002 was 
£ 3 jj better at £103 5 j2. 

□ NEW YORK: US shares 
gave back early gains as 
continuing fears of possible 
interest rate rises cut into an 
early buying spree. At midday 
the Dow Jones industrial aver¬ 
age was up 19.93 at 8.93757. 
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A heady brew 

lion. ««. nmbably a factor in the 

S&N's S a,ns “JP? mat Whitbread - 
persistent ajSSJ?"?? CC oJJ nl s for iinie more 
whose beer ^^Tprofits - may be 
rhan 10 per cent of its J , remauune 


TO BREW or not to brew, that is the question- 
While some of the regional players have ong 
since exited brewing, the tag three - Scotusn 
& Newcastle. Bass and Whitbread — have all. 
so far, remained faithful to their roots. 

Although exposure to brewing has often 
been seen as a strategic weakness, the decline 
in beer drinking has actually accentuated me 
gulf in returns between the national brewers, 
with their big-name brands and the regionals, 
which have more limited brand appeal. 

The biggest winner has been S&N. whose 
acquisition of Courage in 1995 propelled it to 

the top of the UK brewing league. Since then. - ^tractions or mis •**■-■ 

brewing has become an increasingly national. . . ^ exposure to the strength of 

even international, game and S&N now earns relative « foe 

more from beer sales than any other brewer ^ iflJ0Unt to the market and the 

in Europe with brands such as John Smith’s sector Iooks limited- 
and Foster’s. The strong volume growth of its potential down* 


than lOpercentmn,.^-^ 
considering calling time on 

brewing operations. ^ name of the 

gaSTiin the . bi ^ f r ^erSntfoenS^^ 

leisure and hosp'^'^V ^ L tor include the 
Other attractions of tras s* 5 - 


DFS 

ONE look at DFS's abysmal 
share performance over the 
past few months and you 
could be forgiven for think¬ 
ing that things could not got 
much worse. The shares are 
half the price they woe last 
month - and in a bull 
market the giants tend not to 
lay low for very long. 

Uno, its much smaller 
rival, seemed bullish about 
the market in its trading 
statement yesterday, and 
news that institutions have 
sold heavily did not seem to 
come as too nasty a shock to 
the City. 

So is this now the time to 
buy? 

DFS's main advantage is 
that it is protected from the 
worst excesses of the market 
through its buying system. It 
orders only when it does 
deals — and so avoids being 
left nursing warehouses of 


unwanted stock. But its 
problem is interest-free cred¬ 
it Shoppers have become 
more affluent and windfalls 
— which are still being drip 
fed into savers’ pockets — 
only fuel the emphasis on 
low-unit cost 

Offering such credit 
makes DFS 10 to 15 per cent 
dearer than its rivals — and 
is why DFS will lose market 


share to upstart “category 
killers” such as Uno that sell 
themselves on simply being 
the cheapest- 

DFS needs to change tack, 
and so far it seems wedded* 
the interest-free market Un¬ 
til it migrates, it stands a 
nasty chance of living up to 
the retail tradition of issuing 
profits warnings in threes. 
Keep on selling- 



I ftp, 1 May 1 Jun 1 Jul * Aug 1 Sep 1 Oct 1 Nov 1 Dec * Jan 1 Fet^MarAp^ 


David Brown 

DAVID BROWN, the spe¬ 
cialist engineer, has made 
good progress in its goal to 
become a global player with¬ 
in its targeted markets. 

Chris Cook, chairman, 
said the review will ultimate¬ 
ly result in the group having 
a portfolio of operations in 
"world-leading positions". 

However, after buying tile 
Union Pump for 09 million 
last year and with other 
goodwill writeoffs raising 
gearing levels and stretching 
interest cover. Mr Cook rea¬ 
sons that the company win 
probably have to sell some¬ 
thing before making its next 
big move. It is a fair bet that 
future divestments are un¬ 
likely to come from the oil 
and gas pumps sector, which 
has been earmarked as a 
future priority. 

The Union Pump purchase 
is already paying dividends, 
with the newly merged entity 
recording turnover of £3 mil¬ 
lion so far this year. 

David Brown has suffered 


from its perception as an 
export company heavily ex¬ 
posed to the volatility of 
currency fluctuations. Its 
gearing levels of 276 per cent 
have also scared off some 
investors. However, the 
group has managed to cope 
with the strength of sterling, 
moving some manufacturing 
offshore. 

On forecast earnings of 
about £21 million for this 
year on a p/e ratio of around 
95 times, the stock looks 
reasonably cheap at a current 
share price of about 200 * 2 p. 

United Biscuits 

IF THE new boss of 
Me Vine's pulls off this deal, 
he will have earned his sup¬ 
per. The mooted price of $115 
million (£70 million) for Del- 
acre is less than two thirds of 
its sales, and for that UB gets 
a handsome boost to its mar¬ 
ket share in Western Europe. 
It also gets a clutch of exports 
to the United States, where 
the British firm is compara¬ 
tively weak, and a Marks & 


Spencer supplier which com¬ 
plements the McVrtie*s busi¬ 
ness. Why then is UB the 
only buyer? 

Del acre is not perfect its 
margins are weak, about half 
the 10 per cent return on sales 
earned by McVitie's. The lat¬ 
ter has developed a high-vol¬ 
ume and hi-tech manufactur¬ 
ing system that chums out 
millions of digestive biscuits, 
whereas the former is labour 
intensive. That suggests 
scope for margin improve¬ 
ment, but the main attraction 
for UB is its thriving export 
business. Delacre is in recov¬ 
ery and Us continental opera¬ 
tions are seeing export 
growth, exploiting a strong 
currency advantage. 

Yesterday's announcement 
could yet flush out another 
bidder. Northern Foods 
could be interested as could 
Associated British Foods. 
ABF has no reputation as an 
overbidder, but its own bis¬ 
cuit export business has been 
suffering from the strong 
pound A continental opera¬ 
tion might fit the bill. 
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T here is a growing suspicion 
that die Government is co¬ 
vertly preparing the British 
electorate for the euro referendum 
by encouraging wide use of the 
European single currency by busi¬ 
ness — a strategy that has already 
come to be known as Eurocreep. 
The idea is that, once household 
names such as Marks & Spencer 
or ICI are happy using the euro in 
their day-to-day business, voters 
will no longer be scared and will 
say yes. 

In itself, encouraging business 
to prepare for the single currency, 
in the same way as for the Year 
2000 computer bug problems, is 
quite right However, an attempt 
to use business as a Trojan horse to 
outmanoeuvre a still overwhelm¬ 
ingly sceptical British electorate 
and to act as a substitute for open 
and honest debate on the issue is 
quite wrong. 

This is an enormously impor¬ 
tant decision, which should not be 
taken by default. Look no further 
than the ominous surge in support 


Time for debate to replace Eurocreep 


for the Deutsche Volksunion, a far- 
right party, in the eastern German 
state of Saxony-Anhalt in last 
weekend** elections. The DVU. 
which campaigned for job creation 
and against foreigners and the 
euro, was successful because it 
tapped into the fears of the young 
in a state with the highest unem¬ 
ployment in Germany. 

The point is not Ugfrtiy to 
invoke the obvious historical par¬ 
allels, but to suggest that econom¬ 
ics matter in Europe^ future, as 
in the past, and mat the euro, 
despite being pushed forward as a 
tool of political cohesion, will have 
huge implications for the econo¬ 
my of Europe. The euro may give 
Europe togetherness round a 
table in the Frankfurt headquar¬ 
ters of the European Central 
Bank, but if the euro zone 
remains an area of mass unem¬ 


ployment. true political stability 
cannot be assured. 

The British Government must 
not see this issue as just another 
chance to hone its skills in spin- 
doctoring and clever tactics. This 
weekend^ landmark meeting in 
Brussels, which will give the go- 
ahead to 11 countries to form the 
single currency, should signal the 
Start of a proper debate in the 
Government about the euro. 

So far, the Government's ap- 
proach has amounted to little more 
than tactical vacuity to keep the 
issue out of the headlines and to 
buy time. Gordon Brown's five 
economic tests for whether Britain 
should join are masterly for their 
combination of sounding good and 
meaning nothing. Mr Brown 
wants our economies to have 
converged (sensible), for Britain to 
be flexible enough to cope with a 




fixed exchange rate (absolutely) 
and to be sure that the euro will be 
good for British jobs, growth, 
investment and the Gty of London 
{who wouldn’t?). 

These tests now deserve exami¬ 
nation. On convergence, the de¬ 
bate has focused almost 
exclusively on macroeconomics. 
There seems to be a naive belief 
that, as long os British interest 


rates on their way down meet 
those of Europe on the way up. we 
will be fit to join. The Treasury 
appears to believe that it can 
engineer the timing of this cross¬ 
roads and at least pan of its 
irritation with the Bank of Eng¬ 
land Monetary Policy Committee 
for not having raised rates more 
and sooner, and so triggered a 
slowdown earlier, seems to be 
based on a calculation of when 
Britain and the continental econo¬ 
mies will synchronise. 

Such fine-tuning is not an easy 
trick to pull off. Even if it were, 
there are huge structural differ¬ 
ences between Britain and the 
Euro-11 that have hardly been 
mentioned. These differences go 
beyond far beyond the flexibility of 
labour markets, and include be¬ 
haviour in the housing market, 
pensions systems and the culture 


of business borrowing, to name 
but three. 

On the flexibility test, Mr Brown 
seems to suggest that Britain has 
to be more flexible to join the euro. 
It is certainly true that a very high 
(some would say unattainable) 
degree erf flexibility is needed to 
cope with a fixed exchange rate 
regime. Nevertheless, on this test, 
the Chancellor ought to go to 
Brussels this weekend and argue 
against membership of the II. 
Alternatively, he ana Tony Blair 
should be arguing for immediate 
entry for Britain on the grounds 
that this would lock in the competi¬ 
tive advantage of our flexible 
labour markets compared with the 
inflexibility of those in Europe. 

Finally. Mr Brown wants to 
know whether the euro is going to 
be good for our economy — wheth¬ 
er . put simply, the euro is a success. 


In truth, it will be impossible to tell 
in 2002 or even 2010 and beyond. If 
Europe grows healthily, creating 
jobs and prosperity, will we ever 
know whether this happy state of 
affairs was caused by die euro or 
was because of. say. a benign 
world economic background? This 
is an economic experiment on a 
grand scale; the results are likely to 
take decades to analyse. 

Joining the euro has always 
involved a leap of faith and that is 
true whether one joins in 1999 or 
2002 or later. In Britain's delibera¬ 
tions on this subject, only two 
things matter, One is that the 
Government eventually decides 
what it wants to da informed by 
political conviction or gut instinct, 
and leads the country to the same 
conclusion, whatever it may be. 
The second is that the electorate, 
when asked to vote on the issue, 
has been party to intelligent dis¬ 
cussion of the implications. To¬ 
morrow's parliamentary debate is 
a good opportunity to start airing 
the real issues. 


Cloud on the horizon as Labour 
ties to the unions lose appeal 


Christine 
Buckley on 

the prospects 
of a divorce 
for the two 
movements 


T ony Blair was appar¬ 
ently not at his most 
comfortable on Mon¬ 
day lunchtime when a 
TUC delegation trooped into 
No 10. “You got the distinct 
impression that he didn't real¬ 
ly want us there, that he would 
prefer that union leaders were 
not walking down Downing 
Street" says one official. 

His unease coaid have been 
sheer frustration that both die 
unions and the employers re¬ 
mained as many miKS apart as 
they have ever beat over die 
vexed issue of union recogni j 
tion it could have been die sort 
of irritation often invoked by the 
visit of an elderly relative with 
whom one has tong since lost 
touch and with whom there is 
nothing remaining in common 
except a difficult feeling of 
obligation. It could have been a 
mixture of both. 

One thing is for sure — once 
die White Paper on Fairness at 
Work is published outlining the 
all-important criteria for union 
recognition, the relationship be¬ 
tween Labour and the unions 
will be forever changed. Union 
recognition is the critical stage 
in what has been a very strained 
and distant liaison since Labour 
took office. 

. It was a salutary omen for the 
■ union movement that Labour’s 
new glitterati were invited for 
drinks at No 10 well before the 
trade unions had a date in the 
diary. Publication of the White 
Paper, and its expected dilu¬ 
tion of the recognition pledge, 
may be the time at which one 
or both sides might decide that 
a formal divorce is better than 
a relationship that is irrecon¬ 
cilable. The prospect of a 
severance between Labour 
and the movement that found¬ 
ed it may be the final re¬ 
baptism of new Labour. 

The idea of a formal sever¬ 
ance of the ties has been 
floated a number of times. 
Notably Stephen Byers, when 
he was Shadow employment 
spokesman, raised the pros- 
ipecr. While he and Labour 
(moved quickly to downplay 
the notion the debate neverthe¬ 
less set the tone that the party 
that was going to the general 
election was not hand m hand 
with its old paymasters. 



A welcome for Meg and Nod Gallagher but Alan Johnson, bottom right, and Lew Adams, left, have found less favour 


The next key signal came 
with a Fabian pamphlet writ¬ 
ten by Blairile union leaders 
Alan Johnson and Tony 
Young, who were then joint 
general secretaries of the Com¬ 
munication Workers Union. 
The pamphlet was never pub¬ 
lished after Mr Johnson be¬ 
came MP for Hull West and 
Hessle. Its arguments for 
more independence for the 
unions stopped short of recom¬ 
mending disaffiliation but ad¬ 
vocated more political 
freedom to speak out on 
campaigns and, importantly, 
for unions to spend then- 
money on their own cam¬ 
paigns. it argued that unions 
should consider not endowing 
any party u/ring an election. 

The case for -verance of 


ties between Labour and the 
unions could suit both camps. 
It amid enable the unions to 
have a dearer and more 
uninhibited voice and could 
allow the Labour Party to once 
and for all bury the accusation 
that it is the political wing of 
the union movement' 

Lew Adams, general secre¬ 
tary of Aslef, the train drivers’ 
union, has spoken of forming 
a breakaway political move¬ 
ment if the unions were 
disenfranchised-from Labour. 
A breakaway group would 
find favour with other unions 
who have been astonished at 
Labour's readiness to tone 
down the recognition corner¬ 
stone which most trade union¬ 
ists had held sacrosanct Some 
old Labour MPs who have 
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actually said than: “I think he 
probably did in truth, but the 
whole remark wasn’t made in 
anger." For which read, he 
said it but now wishes he 
hadn't The remarks have 
caused howls of rage down at 
Canary Wharf, and I expect 
further ructions soon. 

•A FRESH sighting of the 
freezer-baggers, that strange 
breed who haunt annual 
meetings and load whatever 
they can into carrier bags. Trie 
usual four were at SmithKtine 
Beecham at the Barbican yes¬ 
terday. although the ring¬ 
leader, a florid-faced type in 
his 60s. gave my man the slip 
after managing two buns. No 
proper food, but the rest of the 
party left with a couple 
medicine cabinets full of free 
head and tummy pills. 

Hoffman tale 

WHEN Mike Hoffman, 
whose death aged 58 hasiusi 
Sen announced, was fired by 
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Massey-Ferguson a few years 

back, ft came as lirtie surprise. 
Hoffman, of course, subse¬ 
quently became better known 
as chief executive of Thames 
Water. But the end at Massey 
came when he was ushered 
into a room with Victor Rice, 
now chief executive of 
LucasVarity and not a man for 
compassion or'spontaneity, 
even in so delicate a task. 
Hoffman quickly realised that 
he was reading from a pre¬ 
pared script He peeped acres 
the desk at the first line. “Good 
morning, Mike," it read... 


become increasingly disen¬ 
chanted with the new Govern¬ 
ment and who have aban¬ 
doned political ambition that 
forces backbenchers to obey 
the leadership unquestioning- 
ly may be tempted to follow. 

The recognition issue could 
push Aslef, which has an 
affiliated membership of 
14.500 with the Labour Party, 
to go for a vote on disaffiliation 
and party funding at its next 
conference. A spokesman 
says: “We would neal to look 
at if we continued to provide 
financial support for the Lab¬ 
our Party if ft took a patently 
non-union friendly position. 
We see recognition as the 
defining moment in its rela¬ 
tionship with the unions." 

A breakaway grouping 


• JOHN REED, chief execu¬ 
tive of Citicorp, gave a rare in¬ 
terview. and an even rarer 
glimpse into the life of an 
overpaid, over-motivated 
Master of the Universe, to For¬ 
tune magazine on Citicorp's 
merger with Travelers Group. 
Both he and Travelers' Sandy 
Weill have no plans to retire, 
he says. "You know. I used to 
have a personal life. But this 
is going to be driven by the 
company." If true, then rather 
sad. really. 

Sharp bird 

A STAR is born. Hawkpoint 
Partners, “born from a combi¬ 
nation of the businesses of JO 
Hambro Magan and NafWest 
Markets Corporate Finance," 
emerged for the first time yes¬ 
terday to advise on a merger 
involving a couple of 
Manchester property com¬ 
panies. As the staff own half 
the company, the rebranding 
is to mark their new-found in¬ 
dependence. So just what is a 
hawkpoint, then? 

“That’s a very good question 
to which I don't have the an¬ 
swer.” says Graham flaton. 



“I have a last-minute bid 
from an anonymous buyer" 


Mr Jackson's union is one of 
the more loyal to the Blair 
Government although he has 
been one of its fiercest critics. 
He backed the call by Bill 
Morris, general secretary of 
the T&G genera] union, for a 
recall of Congress if the Fair¬ 
ness at Wotk Paper proves 
unfavourable to the union 
position. He has also taken 
Labour to court over the 
selection of an election candi¬ 
date and withdrew £250,000 
earmarked for party funds. He 
was furious at Labour “para¬ 
chuting middle-class people"to 
stand as parliamentary candi¬ 
dates at the expense of local 
trade unionists". 

It is by such means that the 
links between Labour and the 
unions are already being 
weakened to the point of 
snapping. Professionals are 
swelling the ranks of Labour 
in a wave that is overwhelm¬ 
ing traditional activists. In die 
run-up to the election as it 
became dear that Labour 
could be poised for victory, the 
party made a number of calls 
to professionals, such as jour¬ 
nalists. to offer them seats. 
While trade unionists do not 
begrudge the arrival of the 
middle classes en masse they 
do fear that the voice of the 
shopfloor is being jeopardised. 


Sears engages in 
terminal case of 
name-dropping 

Sarah Cunningham forecasts few 
tears at the retail group’s demise 


U nion representation 
on Labours nat¬ 
ional executive is 
also declining in 
proportional terms as the 
number of seats has risen. 
Now union members take 12 
seats out of 29. 

The unions' influence on La¬ 
bour's bank balance is like¬ 
wise sliding. This month 
Labour forecast that its in¬ 
come would be £21 mfliion of 
which £63 million would 
come from the unions. Three 
years ago union cash made up 
half of Labour's income, while 


would have the marginal dout 
of a marginal party. But many 
in the union movement doubt 
whether they currently enjoy 
more than thaL 
There are those, however, 
who fear that a divorce from 
Labour would leave the party 
and the Government open to 
the worse excesses of newness. 
Abandoning the Labour Party 
would, they fear, assign the 
working classes to the periph¬ 
ery. Ken Jackson, general 
secretary of the AEEU, the 
electrical workers’ union, says: 
“The Labour Party has be¬ 
come increasingly pro¬ 
fessionalised and parliament 
has become far more 
professionalised. The union 
link is the link with the 
working people.” 


associate director. Several oth¬ 
er directors draw a blank, and 
it seems no one has thought to 
ask. from Sir Michael Rich¬ 
ardson and George Magan 
down. Alton Irby, chief execu¬ 
tive, finally comes up with the 
following. "It’s a name that 
symbolises the partnership; a 
hawk is free, independent, ag¬ 
gressive, whereas point 
means, well, sharp, pointed.” 
As a piece of entirely unscript¬ 
ed improvisation, a bravura 
performance, l think. 

Martin Waller 


Payment from the T&G. one of 
Britain’s biggest unions, to the 
party was reduced by £100,000 
last year to stand at £550,000 
as the union completed a five- 
year phased scaledown of pay¬ 
ments. In the 1980s its don¬ 
ation was more than E1J2 
million. 

The Prime Minister is ex¬ 
pected to make his derision on 
union recognition over the 
next two weeks. Along with 
settling one important battle 
between unions and employ¬ 
ers he will also be setting the 
ground for what could be a 
radical realignment of polit¬ 
ical allegiances that have exist¬ 
ed for most of this century. 
Whether union leaders will 
still be asked to uncomfortable 
meetings in No 10 in the next 
century remains id be seen. 


S ears, the retail group 
that once dominated Bri¬ 
tain's high streets, has 
written and discarded more 
recovery plans over the years 
than youeould shake a stick at 
Its latest idea is not to recover, 
but simply to disappear. 

The British Shoe Corpora¬ 
tion. which used to sell one in 
four pairs of shoes in the 
country, has finally gone; 
Selfridges and then the Free¬ 
mans mail order business will 
be demerged later this year. Sir 
Bob Reid, chairman of the 
group for the past three years, 
did not sound particularly 
attached to the Sears name 
when be delivered its results 
yesterday. 

He said that the rump of the 
business — the Warehouse. 
Wallis; Miss Sdfridge and 
Richards women's wear 
chains plus the Adams chil¬ 
dren’s wear business — may 
wdl be renamed. 

Although it will be an igno¬ 
minious end to a once great 
group, its dismal recent history 
means that few would be sorry 
to see Sears disappear forever 
from the stock market 
Sir Bob’s own indifference to 
the fore of the Sears name is 
not surprising. He has been 
attacked throughout his time 
there for backing Liam Strong, 
who was chief executive until 
last year, even when his strate¬ 
gy was clearly going appalling¬ 
ly wrong, and then for making 
up his own strategy on the 
booC 

Unfortunately the worries of 
Sears's shareholders' may not 
disappear as easily as the 
name. They are set to end the 
year with three shares for each 
Sears share currently fadd—in 
Freemans, Selfridges and 
whatever the rump of Sears 
will be called. 

Yesterday Sir Bob said: “We 
have taken bold steps towards 
oar goal of building three 
strong businesses with good 
growth prospects." But the fear 
is that after all the fuss and 
cost involved in die restructur¬ 
ing, Sears shareholders will in 
fact be left holding shares in 
three rather small and weak- 
businesses. 

Selfridges is viewed as the 
most valuable business, with 
its huge Oxford Street property 
making it particularly solid. 
Unfortunately, the business is 
currently going through a very 
difficult phase. 

The drop in spending by 
Asian tourists in London has 
hit its sales, while the contin¬ 
uing refurbishment of the Ox¬ 
ford Street store is also causing 


problems. The result is that 
current like-for4Ike sales are 
down 25 per cent 

The refurbishment, which 
has beat going on for five 
years will not be finished until 
the end of next year, while the 
second Selfridges store. In 
Trafford Park. Manchester, is 
not due to open until Septem¬ 
ber. two months after its 
demerger. 

“Seundges is hardly going 
to get the best price." John 
Richards, retail analyst at 
NafWest Markets, said. Tony 
Shireti at CSFB. values it at 
about £400 mill ion — the 
Oxford Street property alone 
is worth £300 million — and 
said dial he is confident that 
“Selfridges is a good story in 
the long term” 

Freemans, which Sears has 
tried and foiled to sell to both 
Littlewoods and N Brown, 
saw its profits foil last year 
from £215 million to £20 
million. CSFB values that 
business at about £300 mil¬ 
lion and reckons that the 
women’s wear business, 
which also suffered a drop in 
profits, will be worth about 
the same. The CSFB valua¬ 
tions of the three pails of 
Sears suggest it is worth 75p a 
share. 


O thers think that 
Selfridges is worth 
less and put the break¬ 
up value at nearer 65p a share. 
Either way. it leaves one 
wondering why the Sears 
shares, which bobbed up 4p 
yesterday, are still trading at 
just 59^ p. Clearly, there are 
still enough doubts about 
Sears's plans to make inves¬ 
tors wary. One concern is that 
Sir Bob is still promising to 
return some cash to share¬ 
holders at the end of this year. 

The group has little cash 
available and so will have to 
borrow some. This will mean 
that Freemans and Selfridges 
will start their new lives in 
debt As they will both be 
competing in an extremely 
lough environment, debts will 
not be welcomed. 

The main worry though is 
more fundamental than that 
"Sears has a record of things 
going wrong,” one analyst 
said- “Some of it has beat due 
to circumstances, but a lot has 
been self-inflicted, and there 
have been few signs of contri¬ 
tion or apology.” One way or 
another, the group has alien¬ 
ated almost toe entire invest¬ 
ment community. Its passing 
will not go unremarked, but it 
wfll be unlamented. 


International 

design Expo.Ol is a Swiss National Exhibition 
Competition P r °i ect - a s reat festival scheduled to take 

, , place from 3 May to 29 Octobfer 2001. 

Preliminary notice of the The exhibiHon , which will he)d in the 

publ,canon of a call for b,ds west Switzeriand , is to be sjted on 

in a selection process .. , . ' .. . , 

r three lakes at the towns of Bienne, Morat 

for four Expo.Ol Neuchatel and Yverdon. At each of the 
arteplages four exhibition sites (arteplages), a large 
' structure (forum) will be built on the 
water. These sites, each clearly distinct from the others, 
will have a very marked design based on a particular 
theme: Bienne - “Power and freedom", Morat - “The 
moment and eternity", Neuchatel - "Nature and arti¬ 
ficiality", Yverdon - “The universe and 1". 

• The total budget for the Expo.Ol project is approximately 
CHF 1.5 billion. Public financing accounts for CHF 

195 million and the rest is entirely financed by private 

investors. 

The invitation to tender will be published towards the 
middle of May 1998 in the official bulletin of Swiss 
commerce (Schweizerisches Handelsamtsblatt) and the 
Feuille d'avis officielle de la RSpublique - 
et Canton de Neuchatel, as well as on our 
O 1 Web site (www.expo- 0 l.ch). 
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Equities bounce back 


TRADING PERIOD: Settlement takes place five business days after the day of trade. Changes are calculated on 
the previous day's close, but adjustments are made when a stock is ex-dividend. Changes, yields and 
pnee/eamings ratios are based on middle prices. 
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Change of 
roles for 
Bread man 

Once, Peter Howitt was best-known as a 
Boswell. Now his future looks bright as 
a film writer-director. Carol Allen reports 
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I t is not only theatre directors 
such as Nicholas Hytner and 
Sean Mathias who have be¬ 
come interested in making 
films. A number of actors have now 
followed Kenneth Branagh into the 
director's chair, most notably Gary 
Oldman, with the award-winning 
MU by Mouth, AJan Rickman (The 
Winter Guest) and Tim Roth, 
currently working on a film of 
Alexander Stuart’s novel. The War 
Zone. This week they are joined by 
Peter Howitt. 

Back in 1991 things _ 

were looking rather 
good as far as Howirfs CM 

acting career was con¬ 
cerned. He had shaken pri 

off the ghost of Bread, 6 

the television series that 
made him famous; he 
was getting decent parts ]«+ , 

in television dramas 1UL c 

and co-starring with 
Donald Pleasance in the 1111 

West End in Harold 
Pinter’s revival of The W a 

Caretaker. But shortly 
after that Howin found 
the acting offers were coming in 
less frequently and he was losing 
interest in chasing them. He was 
being taken over by “a different 
bug", as he describes it — the desire 
to write and direct a feature film. 

“I was 35 at the time — lm now 
41 — and l didn't want to look back 
when 1 was 50 and have to tell my 
son Luke that 1 wish I'd done 
something about it and didn't. I 
thought; ‘Let's find out and if l*m no 
good at it. I’ll have to try and 
rekindle acting’." 

Howitt took £3,000 from his fast- 
disappearing savings, shot a short 
film in his own flat using Mends 
From the profession as his cast and 
crew and. on the strength of that, 
persuaded the BBC to give him a 
place on its director's course 
Shortly afterwards Howitt was 
crossing the Charing Cross Road 
when he was nearly run down by a 
car. missing passible death or 
disablement by a split second. 


C My film 
gives 
away a 
lot about 
men’s 
ways? 


The incident gave him the idea 
for Sliding Doors, a sparkling and 
unusual romantic comedy about a 
young woman with alternative 
lives which hinge on whether she 
catches her Tube train home or just 
misses iL In scenario one, Helen 
finds her boyfriend in bed with 
another woman, leaves him. finds a 
new romance and a successful new 
life. In scenario two she gets home 
too late to discover the infidelity 
and condues unhappily in what is 
obviously a doomed relationship. 

_ The two alternative lives 

are played out side by 
film side, informing each 

other in a complicated 
but dear counterpoint. 

Gwyneth Paltrow, 

y o who plays Helen with a 

a crisp English accent 

inil + even more impeccable 

JLILU than the one she used in 

, Emma, was attracted by 

IS the chance once more to 

_ do something more 

S s stimulating than the 

_____ standard Hollywood 

' fare. “I’m constantly 

being offered these homogenised 
Hollywood scripts." she says. 
"Same story, same formula: ills just 
so uninspiring. Then this one came 
and I thought it was so clever and 
unique — a funny, well-written 
movie that also had a really 
interesting philosophical premise, 
which you don’t really find in 
Hollywood romantic comedies." 

Other films, from It’s A Wonder¬ 
ful Life to Groundhog Day, have 
played with time, but Howitt says: 
"As far as I was concerned this was 
a completely original idea. It’s a 
question that occurs to many 
people about their own lives: ’What 
would have happened if...?’ And 
it's something cinema can do very 
well,.dealing with time parallels 
and that kind of stuff 
“I’m also suggesting in the film 
that there are certain points in your 
life you’re destined to get to 
anyway, from whichever direction 
you come at them, and that you will 


























Very up on the roof: the one-time actor Peter Hewitt's first film as both writer and director. Sliding Doors, has the successful air of a Four Weddings about it 


have to deal with everything even¬ 
tually. both the bad stuff, like 
someone’s infidelity, and the good, 
like meeting the man of your 
dreams. To take a simple example, 
in one scene we have Helen 
watching her new boyfriend 
(played by John HannahJ taking 
pan in a boat race. In the other 
scenario she doesn't know him. 
She’S just walking by the river and 
she says: ‘Funny. I knew there'd be 
a boat race going by.' Bur she 
doesn't know why she knows. 
That's what helps to link the two 
stories." 

Like Patrick Marbert hit play 
Closer, the subject-matter of the 
film is the contemporary relation¬ 
ship game, treated in a for more 


romantic way than Marker's piece 
but eliciting the same kind of 
laughs of recognition from the 
audience. “It's really perceptive," 
Paltrow says. "One of those things 
that resonate for a lot of people, 
who can identify certain aspects of 
their life within the film." 

"It's a pro-woman film. I think." 
Howitt says. "And it gives away a 
lot about men's ways of operating 
towards women, like dealing with 
being confronted with something 
that they've done by going into 
massive attack mode and then 
thinking they've got away with it 
which of course they haven’t I’ve 
Mien foul of that in the past" 

The way the film eventually got 
madehas. like the story itself, a 


certain ring of destiny to it. Howitt 
and producer Philippa Brailhwaite 
developed the project for two years 
as a low-budget movie with an all- 
British cast including Hannah. 
Then the money fell through. While 
Howitt was drowning his sorrows. 
Hannah was in America in the 
wake of his Four Weddings and a 
Funeral success meeting produo 
ers. One of them was Sidney 
Pollack, who has a history of 
supporting new directors and writ¬ 
ers. After Hannah told him about 
the film. Pollack came on board as 
co-producer and raised the money. 
And Hewitt's world changed. 

"Suddenly a film which had had 
no profile at all for two-and-a-half 
years had got a huge profile 


capable of attracting a higher 
calibre. of people," he says. 
"Gwyneth wanted to do it 
Miramax wanted to buy it Para¬ 
mount wanted to buy it everybody 
wanted to buy it in Europe. 
Australia, the world. 

“Sidney was very supportive. I 
spent a week with him in Los 
Angeles doing the final cut and 1 
learnt more in that one week than I 
imagine anyone would if they went 
to film school for ten years. 1 came 
away feeling like I'd just visited the 
mountain and spoken to the guru." 

For Howitt the whole experience 
of making the film was a learning 
curve, during which he admits he 
made a lot of mistakes while being 
really Mghtened a lot of the time by 


the enormity of whal he had taken 
on. He appears, though, to have 
successfully hidden that fear from 
his actors. 

“He's a really funny guy. very 
clever, very witty and he’s always 
making jokes." is how Paltrow 
describes him. "Working with a 
first-time director is so much fun 
because there's a kind of un¬ 
abashed enthusiasm about what 
they Ye doing. The only problem we 
ever had was that he wrote it and 
he’s an actor so he knew exactly 
how he wanted it to sound. Occa¬ 
sionally I'd have to say: 'Peter, you 
hired me. I'm the actor. You’ve got 
to let me do iL* and then he'd laugh 
and back down." 

• Sliding Doors opens on Friday 


MAHLYN K1WGW1LL 


THEATRE: Israel Horovitz’s new play about the Holocaust; plus the National Theatre's workshop scheme to teach disaffected kids the fun of Shakespeare 

Tarnish 
on the 


Nazi 

guilt 

"THE shame of a nation" is 
the sticky old phrase that the 
new Chancellor of the Ger¬ 
man Republic. Herr Rudolf 
Stroiber, uses to describe the 
“guilt our country is drowning 
in". We are in the year 2005.60 
years after the Holocaust, and 
Stroiber has just issued an 
invitation to six million Jews 
worldwide to re-establish a 
community in Germany as 
recompense for the Nazi atroc¬ 
ities. 

That is an awful lot of free 
tickets to process in a country 
deep in recession iten million 
unemployed), and a substan¬ 
tial voting population that 
only has a textbook memory of 
the war. Deploying a cast of 
just three. Michael Fry's pro¬ 
duction of Israel Horovitz's 
new play. Lebensraum (living 
space), unravels like a futuris¬ 
tic game show where a thrust¬ 
ing barrister steers a cross- 
section of assorted witnesses 
through a “what if..." scenar¬ 
io. The speculation is sincere 



Takingthe 
Bard to 
Brooklyn 

Simon Tait on how Shakespeare is 
wowing inner city schoolchildren 


Cliches in the frame Ian Puieston-Davies and Jack Klaff 


Lebensraum 

-King’s Head, N1 

but the kneeferk satire is 
utterly cartoon. 

From the moment Jack 
Klaff thrusts his head through 
an empty picture frame and 
pretends he is the German 
Chancellor on national TV. 
you feel we have strayed into a 
Jewish Twilight Zone. We 
have Kiaffs elderly professor. 
Dr Vitzenbakker. champion¬ 
ing the Chancellor's derision, 
and Klaff's smooth Reverend 
Schnabel telling us it is impos¬ 



sible to change 60 years in 60 
minutes. We have Klaff as 
Mike Linski. the first Ameri¬ 
can Jew to take advantage ol 
the invitation; and we have yet 
more Klaff as Gustav Gisling. 
the German docker w hose job 
Linski appropriates. Klaff 
sorts them out with crude 
accents. 

By the lime we get to Max 
Zubcrstein. a Jewish survivor 
of the camps who discovers 
sweet revenge in Berlin. 1 am 
sutning to hallucinate that 
Jack Klaff is going to be 
sharing my bathroom later 
this evening. And still he 
comes, swapping hats on his 
bleached Andy Warhol heap 
of hair, impersonating yet 
more disgruntled Germans 
and Jews. The crime is that 
they are moderately entertain- 
ing and monotonously 
similar. 

Ian Puieston-Davies pro¬ 
vides light relief as a Jewish 
American lad who falls for 
Jemma Shaw's equally infatu¬ 
ated Lutherian German stu¬ 
dent. These uninterested 
innocents are the most deeply 
hurt and the most deeply 
affecting — but only by dint of 
the most manipulative ending 
I have seen pinned on a play in 
sometime. 

The real problem with 
Horovitzs thoroughly im¬ 
probable supposition is its 
reliance on old fears. Despite 
his astonishing profile — some 
50 produced plays in more 
than 25 languages — this UK 
premiere never escapes the 
hollow truth that he is trying 
to rerread old cliches in new 
rubber. Here they simply 
donT grip. 

James 

Christopher 


D aniel was shouting, 
bellowing, waving his 
clenched fins in the 
air. jumping up and down and 
going red in the face with his 
effort. Aged 15. he was dose to 
being one of Britain's lost 
young men: penoanently ex¬ 
cluded from his last school 
because of his explosive behav¬ 
iour. he is on the Special 
Needs Register for his learn¬ 
ing and behavioural prob¬ 
lems. He has a long history of 
truancy, and at this moment 
he is supposed to be having a 
session with the educational 
psychologist. 

But he has leave of absence, 
because today Daniel is doing 
what he does best; acting. 

"It's all I ever want to da I 
love the drama group here. 1 
have to work with other people 
in the group. 1 feel confident. 


nobody minds what I say 
because I’m acting. And this— 
I just love it. It'S really brilliant 
— I never knew Shakespeare 
was funny." he says. 

“This" is Brigid Larmour’s 
“Unplugged Shakespeare" 
version of Twelfth Might, a 
National Theatre workshop 
and performance touring 50 
schools in England, supported 
by TSB First Act. Among its 
destinations was Daniel’s Mc- 
Entee School, poised where 
two vast Walthamstow council 
estates merge. 

By most standards McEntce 
is a sink school, with 40 per 
cent of the 90 children in the 
hall on rhe Spedal Needs 
Register. It also has one of the 
largest proportions in London 
of children who speak English 
only as a second language, 
and last year h was bottom of 



Beginners please: actress Katy Secombe takes some schoolchildren through a workshop 


the borough’s results league. 

"Unplugged" is Larmour’s 
word for her spin on the Bard. 
“It means the mystery has 
been taken out. nothing's hid¬ 
den." she says. “I’ve cut the 
play quite a lot and edited it 
fairly heavily, in a way that 
l*m sure Shakespeare would 
have approved — he would 
write things three or four 
limes lo make the meaning 


Start with a showstopper 

C abaret is supposed to 
be all about drawing 
an audience into a 


C abaret is supposed to 
be all about drawing 
an audience into a 
performance, yet it is rare to 
see any artist set about that 
task with as much abandon as 
Judi Connelli. Since sweeping 
all before her in New York 
three years ago. the Austra¬ 
lian singer-actress has been 
the subject of excited whispers 
on this side of the Atlantic. 

It took an of 30 seconds to 
see why as she swept into an 
audacious opening medley 
which included the highly 
appropriate Something's 
Coming and two Legrand- 
Bergman numbers from the 
film Yentl. More than just a 
vocalist. Connelli is a theatri¬ 
cal force of nature who treats 
each song as an impassioned 
aria, her fa« and hands 
contorted with passion. 

Within minutes she had left 
the stage and begun roaming 


CABARET 


JMV Connelli 


Talk of London 

the floor, occasionally grip¬ 
ping a spectator's arm for 
emotional support. The con¬ 
fessional mood of At The 
Ballet suited her perfectly, 
and her unabashed admira¬ 
tion /or Judy Garland 
prompted a raw. intensely 
vulnerable treatment of The 
Man That Got Awav. 

Not for Connelli any con¬ 
ventional notion of slowly 
building lo a dimax. And 
therein lay the main problem 
with this set. Having arrived 
with a flourish and unfurled 
each number as a grand 
showstopper, she did not 
leave much room for light and 
shade. 


Connelli — who was inau¬ 
gurating the Capital Cabaret 
season — does display a 
down-to-earth, ribald manner 
between numbers. But that 
oily serves to make the inten¬ 
sity of the songs themselves 
seem all the more overbear¬ 
ing. 

Compensations abounded, 
though, not least in the self- 
effacing accompaniment of 
the pianist Tom Helm, who 
delivered a subtle contrast to 
Connclli’s dark timbre. The 
choice of songs was full of 
unexpected items from Sond¬ 
heim and Jerry Herman. 

Kander and Ebb surfaced 
in the rare form of Married. 
When was the last time that 
Dear World. Jerry Herman's 
ill-fated adaptation of The 
Madwoman of Chailloi. was 
raided for a rune? 

Clive Davis 


plainer for his audience. But 
we re getting rid of the bits 
where the aciors laugh and the 
audience laughs and no one 
knows why because the joke's 
been dead for centuries." 

There are literally no barri¬ 
ers between the audience and 
the players. For the afternoon 
perfomiance following the 
morning's workshops, the 
children occupy the body of 
the hall and become pan of the 
set, representing variously 
sea. Illyrian populace, city¬ 
scape. forest 

“What is happening is that 
they're becoming a commun¬ 
ity." says McEntcc's head 
teacher. Ann Barker, as we 
watch the mini-performances 
m the workshop session, when 
the children act out bits of 
scenes taught them by the 
actors. 

“It’s encouraging that Dan¬ 
iel is talking about support 
and working together, because 
there is not much opportunity 
to put that sort of cooperation 
into practice outside any 
more.” 

It still rankles with some 
teachers that drama is option¬ 
al in the national curriculum, 
bul at McEntee there was no 
difficulty filling the optional 
drama classes. 

"I used to think they might 
do it because it would be a bit 
m a doss for them, a skive,” 
says Amy Aylett. the drama 
teacher who nominated 
McEntce for the NT tour. “It 
ism. They have to work hard 
at it. handing in course work. 


writing essays, disciplining (* 
themselves to work with the 
others. It’s not a doss." 

As a result. McEniee's child¬ 
ren appear in ads for Nike, 
have modelled for publica¬ 
tions like 19 magazine and 
have taken part in media anti- 
drugs campaigns. 

The English schools tour 
having ended. Larmour has 
now taken the cast and pro¬ 
duction to New York, where 
jeenage schoolchildren with 
backgrounds similar to Dan¬ 
iel’s are trying the Larmour 
method at the Lincoln Centre 
Institute, exploring the themes 
of carnival, grief, mounting 
and love in the play. 

The troupe of young actors 
now taking American children 
through the fun of Shake- 
speare were recruited as much 
for their skills in communicat¬ 
ing wiih children as for their 
acting ability, “it s a learning 
experience for them, too." 
Larmour says. “We’re work- 
mg with some of the most 
difficult text in the English 
language, but the cast has to 
be so at home with it that they 
arc living the lines for this 
audience, not just delivering 
mem. If you don’t convince 

, s * in d of audience, you’ve 
lost them. 

And it's at least as relevant 
York kids as for East 
End kids," she says. "We’re 
not just breaking down barri- jm 
ers between them and Shake- t 
speare. but between them and 
the rest of the community 

they re part of." 
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When Barenboim tackles Beethove n, he doesn’t do it by halves. He tells Richard Morrison about his epic London project 

One more Everest for Danny to climb 


M an may have 
seven ages, and 
cats may have 
nine lives, but 
Daniel Barenboim seems to 
have lived through a dozen 
lifetimes. He was the Argen¬ 
tinian piano prodigy who held 
London spellbound at the age 
of 13, by which time he could 
speak five languages and play 
all the Beethoven sonatas. He 
was the handsome and bril¬ 
liant young conductor who led 
the English Chamber Orches¬ 
tra through its golden era. He 
i was classical music’s first su- 
* per sonic superstar, his energy 
unlimited, his musical appe¬ 
tite voracious, his tempera¬ 
ment mercurial, his ability 
scarcely believable. 

Then, like some too-perfecr 
Creek hero felled by inevitable 
catastrophe, he became the 

chief witness to the _ 

tragedy of Jacque¬ 
line du Pr& About £ £ 
those harrowing 
years of marriage Rppf] 

and grief he has 
largely maintained cvrm 
a noble silence, in 
the face of sane ^.p 

grass provocation. c 

“Couldn’t they have 
waited until I was • 

dead?" was Ids sale 
reported comment WQ1 

on last year’s lurid ______ 

du Pn& biographies. 

That dignified stoicism has 
only intensified the music 
world’s respect far the maa 
And now? Still only in his 
mid-fifties, he has few Ever- 
ests left to climb. His conduct¬ 
ing career, which seemed to 
stall in his (4 years with the 
moody Orcbestrede Paris, has 
soared since 1991 when he 
succeeded Solti at the Chicago 
Symphony and coaxed a little 
romance out of that ferocious 
ensemble. He conducts Wag- 
i ner in Bayreuth most sum¬ 
mers. And since 1993 he has 
run one of Europe's great 
opera houses: die Deutsche 
Staatsoper in Berlin. Even by 
the standards of the modem 
maestro, this is a full life. And 
then there's tile piano playing. 

Perhaps he needs these Ev- 
erests, because he has just 
created a new one for himself 
to climb. Nor week he will 
bring his Berlin StaatskapeUe 
Orchestra to the Festival Hall 
for a remarkabtecyde: In just 
six concerts. spread over 12 
days he will conduct all nine 
Beethoven symphonies and 
play all five piano concertos. 


C E ach 
Beethoven 
symphony 
creates 
its own 
world * 


which he will conduct from the 
keyboard, naturally. Such a 
double-whammy has never 
been done in Europe before. It 
was done in Japan last autumn 
-.. by one D. Barenboim. 

What will such a cycle 
reveal, apart from Baren¬ 
boim's prodigious talents? 
“Thai each Beethoven sym¬ 
phony and concerto really 
occupies its own world." 
Barenboim ventures. “It's the 
complete opposite of Bruck¬ 
ner. where you fed that the 
idiom stays baricafiy the same 
through the symphonies. With 
Beethoven, each work creates 
its own idiom. The Eroica and 
the Pastoral could be by two 
different composers." 

That emphasis on Beetho¬ 
ven’s Promethean diversity 
was richly apparent in the 
performance of the Ninth 

_ Symphony that l 

heard Barenboim 
ich conduct on New 

Years Day in Ber- 

oven 1 * n: was both fo¬ 

cused and ex- 
hnrtv Pansrve. thrilling 

1 luu J f yet intellectually co- 

herent. It also 
Lt ~ 5 pointed to another 

Barenboim con- 
WI * cent: to reclaim 

d a, Beethoven from tbe 

7 dutches of the per- 

iod-instrument in¬ 
terpreters. They 
tend to see Beethoven as the 
culmination of 18th-oemury 
Classicism, whereas Baren¬ 
boim —influenced by his great 
conducting hero, ftirtwfingler 
— unashamedly starts from 
the other end. interpreting 
Beethoven in the full fight of 
what Wagner did later. 

“The preoccupation with 
period instruments is the latest 
example of a sort of anti- 
Wagner movement in music- 
making,” Bar enboim Haims 
“To play Beethoven while 
disregarding what came after 
him is artificial. Of course a 





Daniel Barenboim with the Berlin StaatskapeUe, die orchestra that will accompany him on his challenging journey through the Beethoven piano concertos and symphonies 


should always be related to 
content If you have a bigger 
voice, you wiD need more time 


masterpiece is to some extent * to articulate properly. 


tied to the era in which it was 
written; but it is also making a 
statement for eternity. My 
criticism of those who use 


“And Wagner was right 
music is not only about being, 
it is also about becoming. In 
other words, the most extraor- 


period instruments is that tb^ ' dinary tiling in Beethoven is 


sometimes ignore die latter.*' 
Barenboim also hates the 
“authentic” obsession with 
Beethoven’s highly suspect 
metronome markings, notably 
in Roger Norrington’X ear¬ 
popping interpretations. “Lit¬ 
eralness is not enough. The 
speed in Beethoven is not an 
independent phenomenon; it 


how the music grows from 
renting. Sometimes this re¬ 
quires the tempo, too. to grow 
out of nothing. Of course, 
there is a very dear distinction 
between a wilful, capricious 
pufling-around of tile music, 
and tbe subtle tempo changes 
that are the essence of the 
creative process.” 


Indeed there is, and critics 
have not always agreed that 
the ardently romantic Baren¬ 
boim has stayed on the right 
side of that divide. “When I do 
complex pieces for the first 
time I want to squeeze every 
last drop out of them." 
Barenboim admits. “But with 
maturity and experience 
cones a sense of relativity, and 
that allows a more straightfor¬ 
ward momentum. It's like 
when you read some complex 
literature for the first time: if 
you underline too, many 
words, in the end nothing 
stands out" 

It is impossible not to sus¬ 


pect that, with the mounting of 
this colossal Beethoven cycle. 
Barenboim may be mustering 
his energies for one last, 
mesmerising burst before re¬ 
thinking his life and commit¬ 
ments. To his unease about the 
future of serious music in 
general (he came dose to 
resigning from the Staatsoper 
last autumn when the politi¬ 
cians threatened to slash sub¬ 
sidies). and his deep un¬ 
happiness about the demise of 
musk: education around the 
world, is allied a growing 
restlessness about his relent¬ 
less schedule. 

Retirement is probably not a 


realistic option for the 
Barenboim psyche, but 
“down-sizing” certainly is. 
When I ask him how long he 
can sustain his amazing dou- 
ble-actasmtisicdirectarof two 
demanding institutions 5,000 
miles apart, there is a silence 
of Wagnerian length. 

“I shall be honest” he 
replies, finally. “1 have to find 
more time to play the piano. I 
play too little to maintain the 
level that I want and things 
don’t get easier, physically, as 
you get older. I want, three 
months each year for myself 
and my piano. How I make 
that time I don’t know. I was 


going to reduce my weeks in 
Chicago, but with Solti’s death 
leaving such a big gap I feel 
that 1 actually have to be there 
even more.” 

If Barenboim is running out 
of steam, that would be under¬ 
standable. After all, when be 
walks on to the festival Hall 
platform nextlViesday, he wifi 
be returning to a hall in which 
he first played an astonishing 
42 years ago. 

Yet it is hard to imagine tins 
man ever staying away from 
an audience for long. No 
sooner has he finished paint¬ 
ing his picture of baton-weari¬ 
ness than he is outlining his 


plan to conduct all ten major 
Wagner operas in the year 
2002, or to return to Buenos 
Aires in two years to play a 
recital marking the 50th anni¬ 
versary of the day when seven- 
year-old Danny first tickled 
the ivories in public. 

“W31 you give the same 
programme?” 1 ask. “No 
chance," he replies. T couldn't 
possibly manage all that diffi¬ 
cult sniff now." But the twinkle 
in his eye suggests that he 
might give it a damn good fry. 

• Barenboim's Beethoven <yde 
opens ai the Festival Hall (0171- 
960 4342) tut Tuesday, and con¬ 
tinues on May 6.7.15.16.17 


Making a fine fist of Mozart 


A ndres Sdnff conducted 
Mozart from the piano 
with eloquent fists. 
They were not angry. They 
• pre the sort one shakes to 
:-mphasise a point, to goad, to 
cheer, to impassion. They said 
everything about his robust 
approach to the mature con¬ 
certos Nos 22,23 and 24. 

The players of the 
Philharmonia wanned to 
SchifTs lead: it was one of 
(hose rare occasions when an 
audience is privy to a five 
debate between director and 
orchestra, where listening is 
acute and every gesture re¬ 
ceives a spontaneous answer. 

The thought of hearing 
these three concertos in one 
sitting was not an altogether 
inviting prospect but Schiff 


CONCERTS 



took such pleasure in each 
that anticipation grew. The 
first K482 in E fiat was the 
least settled, but Schiff shaped 
the long first movement with 
energetic intrigue. Not for 
hhn the pristine limpidity of 
Uchida, nor die brittle delica¬ 
cy of the fortepiano style; his 
left hand was strong and 
sonorous throughout his 
right soft-edged and free¬ 
wheeling, and his own caden¬ 
zas are the ultimate in good 


taste. The Philharmonia 
winds were exquisite, in both 
dns Andante and the follow¬ 
ing Ada^a and Schiff made a 
penetrating echo of their 
sound. Few in the audience 
could keep still in tbe breezy 
Allegro, punctuated wifh rum¬ 
bustious trills. 

Despite SchifPs unassum¬ 
ing entry into K4S8. he 
achieved a greater brilliance 
in this concerto. The stereo¬ 
phonic placing of the basses, 
two on each side of the stage, 
gave a strong harmonic foun¬ 
dation to some dynamic inter¬ 
play between first and second 
violins. The strings excelled 

with Rowing pianissimo in 
the yearning suspensions of 
the Adagio. 

Most memorable was the 


performance of the C minor. 
K49L that grandly symphonic 
score whose rhetorical open¬ 
ing is strangely revived in 
Brahms's First Piano Concer¬ 
to. Schiffs first cadenza was 
full-blooded and the larger 
orchestra responded. Again, 
the Larghetto was marked by 
fine wind playing, especially 
from the articulate bassoons. 

Schiff and the orchestra 
kept their cards dose to their 
chest is tiie undemonstrative 
opening to the Allegretto. It 
almost sounded half-hearted, 
until it became dear that 
Schiff was teasing us with the 
chromatic twists and turns of 
the sinuous line, before ex¬ 
ploding into the forte. 

Helen Wallace 


ADVENTURES FI 
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T imes readers can save up to 90 per cent or more 
on a wide range of adventure activities until 
July 3L1998. They are ail featured in our Wild 
Spirits supplement (free with last Saturday's Times). 

• Book your visit in advance by telephone with one 
of the centres listed in the supplement and attach four 
differently numbered tokens from The Times to the 
coupon which will appear again tomorrow. 

• Each completed coupon entities you to any offer 
featured, either as an individual, a family or with 


friends. Our offer prices are followed by the normal 
cost in brackets. 

• A total of D tokens and five coupons will be 
printed in The Times until Saturday May 9. 
enabling you to try as many as three different 
activities if you wish. 

• If you did not receive a free supplement with your 
Times on Saturday, please send an A4 stamped, sae to: 
Wild Spirits Request. The Times Customer Services 
Dept. PO Box 481. Virginia Si, London El 9BD. 
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ich play Schu- 
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, will have been 
But not only did 
hang? the pro¬ 
dude a Prokofiev 
ead, he even 
the two halves of 
me without any 
it being made 
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that played havoc with any 
sense of structure. 

Much of Rachmaninov's 
Moment Musical Op 16 No l 
was given as an acutely 
introspective reverie. There 
was same impressively sus¬ 
tained and beautiful playing 
here, even if the full emotional 
range was curiously flattened 
out Similarly, the three Span¬ 
ish Dances from Granados’s 
Op 37 explored their inner 
world of melancholy, even 
desolation, rather movingly, 
but only at the expense of the 
national colouring that is also 
intrinsic to these pieces. 

Prokofiev’s Third Sonata m 
A minor was by turns tempes¬ 
tuous and eloquent — a fair 
reflection of its content — and 
Romeo's Faiwell- to Juliet 
(from Prokofiev’s own ar¬ 
rangement of his ballet) 
tugged at the heartstrings. 

It look a moment or two to 
locate the century of Pogor- 
dfcft’s encore. In fart, it was 
the Sarabande of Bach’s G 
Minor English Suite, but 
dressed up not so much m the 
guise of Busoni as of wismo 
opera. 

BARRY 

Millington 


GREAT BRITISH HOPES 


Rising stars in the arts firmament 
_ ADRIAN SPILLETT _ 

P r o f es s ion: Student and 

percussionist, definitely in ^A 

that order. Despite winning 

tire 1998 BBC Young Musi-. •. • . 

dan award, Spfllett. in his 

second year of a BMus 

course at the Royal Northern 

College of Music, wants to vfV - ■'% • Jw 
continue living life to the full « 

as a student. “1 love it here in ’W 

Manchester. There* so Jjk. JJ 

much contemporary music i tBLJSuJBF 

going on, and I have five 
brilliant tutors." 

How many instruments 

does be play? “Well, I focus on timpani, snare-drum and 
tuned percussion, but I have to study marimba as well. 
Marimba is my favourite." 

How did it all begin? “I took up percussion at my state 
primary in Shrewsbury when I was eight, and by 13 ray 
paper-round had paid for a drum kit" During his final year 
at New College. Wellington, Spfllett won the Shropshire 
Young Musicians 96 Competition. 

What next? “I’m supposed to represent the UK at die 
Eurovision Young Musidan of the Year in Vienna in June. 
Then there’s the family Prom with the BBC Philharmonic. 
some solo pieces in the college's prizewinners’ concert on June 
27 and the RNCM s 25th anniversary concert at the 
Bridgewater Hall. Then in October rU be going on a tour of 
the Middle East with the other four BBC Young Musicians." 

After that? SpiUen’s award indudes the Uoyds Bank Bursary 
Travelling Rind, and he hopes to use ft to study Kodo 
drumming and marimba with Keiko Abe in Japan next year. 

What about professional He? Td tite-to do freelance 
orchestral work eventually: that’s where the money is.“ 

Hilary Finch 


DRY sn/SMOWBOAKD Wycombe Summit. High Wycombe. Td: 0J494 4747]). Two-for-one offer: 
ski practice £&50.1-hr snowboard lessen £25. t-hr sld lesson £15. Offers based on two perrons attending 
the same session. Taffington Ski and Snowboard Centre. Stamford. Lines. TeL- 01778 344990. Offer 
1-hr ski/soowboard private lesson Q3 {£261. Roacora Ski Centre. Cheshire, Tel: 01928 701965. Offer 
sJding/snowboarding 021 0150 (E24/E26J0). Sandown Ski Qub, Surrey, Tel: 01372 467132. Group J 
c^ec halfprice for groups of 3-12 people. Beginners' sld course of two. two-hour sessions for £15pp a 

(£30pp). John Nike Leisure at Bracknell Ski Centre. Tfefc 01344 860033. John Nike Leisure at I 

Chatham Ski Centre. Tel: 01634 8Z7979 John Nike Leisure at Plymouth Ski Centre. M 

TeL 017S2 600200. John Nike Leisure, at Swadlincote Ski Centre. Tel: 01283 217200. “ 

Two-fowme offer team to ski in three, ooe-and-a-half hoar sessions for £42; or learn 
to snowboard in three one-hour sessions £45L Two people must book together. 


SKi/sMOWBOARD — (Ruf Snow) The Sztowdome, Tamworth, Staffs, 

Tel: 0990 000011. Offer, recreational skung/soowboard £7 (£14). Ski lesson £10 (£20). 
Snowboard lessen £11.25 (£22.50). Kids go FREE offer, (roe free child place (under 
IQ. per adult paying £14 per hour. Group offer, four adults each pay £14 per hour 
and bring four mare adults FREE. 

buinesutwg British la-Jtine Skating Association. BISA Box 145, Bicester 
OX9 4HH. Write enclosing your tokens and completed coupon for a list of 
participating instructors. Offer 1-hr private lesson £10 (£20). A 

Group offer five people pay £5 pp. A 


(port* Directory, A 

1 20+page Rustrated -S '.. / JH 

reference guide, kfeel for ; ' . ’ ^ 

everyone Inte r es te d In the 

greet outdoors, & tj invaluable for - ^ - 

people who are amberidng one ~ 

sport they Know nothing about- 
You can buy the directory for £7.85 
incJudfng p&p (normal price £935). 

To aider, cal <H 8 f-086 M 68 W M 

(Visa or Mastercard), or write, enclosing cheque payable to Central Books. ^ 

to: Cental Bools. 89 Walls Road, London E9 5LN. Add £3 p&p outside UK. 

AMENDMENTS TO Tie SUPPLEMENT r*- 

(Page IS) To book Truck AMca safaris. caDOfTT-7316142. -. ,|j 

(Page 6) RYA Wet Btking offer, a session » 15 minutes and 

mdudas ful briefing end ten mlnutea on the water. —- illiia r*Z& 
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TOMORROW: RAFTING, ^ 
TENNIS AND MOUNTAIN BIKING 
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LONDON 

DAVID STRASSMAN Eou nv^uryt. 
ol export vcntnhXjvrt'n uirn ttw ftsi- 
longued Chu*. Wood, two 
poisonous o* 3 lormir >3 limber 
Btoomsbury Gordon Sired WCl 
(0171-388 88221 Tortgm-Sal. flpm 0 

LESLEY HOWARD: The emrom 
it-jarjfcn pianist and leading auttwrfy 
on u*a celePraw his Euh 
with 3 reatal ot OmswoI tjv&urtes The 
chaoc? selection feada es i-.tvw by 
LI9ZL &Mho«n and Moan, as w?H« 
SibefruS'3 rarefy poienncd Sonaa in F 
Wlgmore HWI. VWcynore Stiwt. WJ 
<0171-933 21 411 Tontgru. 7 30pm fi 

LONDON SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA; The Ificfed Tfcon 

Thonv» sfifWS maing Uanier s mifiic 
wtfr iTu! crl cLksoV Anwcan 
composers caniirajei The crc+wsira t. 
MJm giaced by an appearance by (he 
bjntorffl Tfranas Mrfrpsdi ttra Ime 
ler a pcrtonTvmci? ol (ho fiucwn Lector, 
framed by Bcrrowi's a Owcf Ptet?. 
and CoptdncT J popytar Thiel Sympte«v, 
incorporating me Fanfare tor me 
common nan 

Bartfcai. S* Street €C2 (0171-638 
883ti Tomam. ^ sopm © 

RENT MuO-awad-ywirBng musical 0y 
tr»: laic Jonathan lawn, istonfry 

inspired by lj Buftfrne and sol m 
modem Now Yoft. 

ShaSesbury. Shelte&bury Ave. WC2 
fOi 71-379 53?91 !n preview. 7 30pm 
Opens May 12 7pm © 

SONNERIE: Loading Banxjuti vwinsS 
Monica HuggcP and W a tfwslra return 
to llw Scum Bilk !or si evartnq tjt 
musjc trail the 16 lh-rernury Fiencn 
court leanamg Ler ton. Rameau, 
Coupon and Maras JaewyHtmjen- 

as Batatas ok Samh C inn ingham. 
voU -la garofca and G.vy Cooper, 
harpsichord 

Purcell Room. South Bank, SE1 
10 17 t-wo 43*7) TcmghL 7 30prn 


TODAY'S CHOICE 


A daily guide to arts 
and entertainment 
compOedby MarttHargte 


ELSEWHERE 

MANCHESTER F~rJ 31-30 on a month- 
tang European tout for the Detroft 
Symphony OrdMttra under ie 
cfciinguished music cfireclgr. Neerrw 
J*vi ffteproqran»roop?nswrftan 
American piece the suite from Aaron 
Co^jnrf s lyrical ccmtUY bafct &My OV 
fud. ft b (oftowod by Plt*ofiev'5 Third 
Piano Conceno. ptoyed by Ifw 
Norwegian vituOWLorf Ore Anasnoc. 

who nukes to debut wsn the- 
achesira Sohumann's Symphony No 3, 



Neeme Jaxvi brings the 
Detroit SO to Manchester 


a ttSXJte to tho Rr«r Rhine. condudC': 
meewntig 

Bridgwater Hall, Lunwt MosterSt 
{D>6l-90790001 Tongh.730pm fi . 
Mandiestet rrusic torets ate cpomior 
cfww rcraght as a second ware of 
piaysr; mvaoes the oty to i*e part m 
its Intemaiwnal CcSo Festival The 
opening concert ay |tw BSC 
PhiffuRiwifc Orchestra under Yan 
Puscal Tcvtoeertaaiures cello 
concenos by Haydn. Snwawiram 
Lutcidmvsl-J and Sana-Saws, and a 
Scuntarpe world premiere performed by 
Srerer issalis. 

Royal Northern College of Music. 

124 Odom Road f0l61-£73 JS04) 
Tontghl, 7 30pm.® 

SCARBOROUGH Alan Ajcuwum 
deeds the Mary Siewan-Dawd/Dawtl 
King rmjtacal Bairf on Beard, on hrw 
lo cope wih pare nti and parenthood 
UghJ-teaned 

McCarthy Theatre WesUwrough 
101723 370S*11 Opens longhL 7 45pm 
Then Mor-Sat. 7 45pm, mats Sal (May 
9.231.230pm UnNMay33 ® 
STAATFORU-U PON-A VON: Etowi 
Wcstnead. Angus Wnght and KeBy 
Huni6f bi Taft of Ok? Oty sn 'mlngunq 
ptay by Srepnsn PotSvofl set m 
Broadustmg House on the eve at tlw 
Second World War. 

Swan Waterside (01789 299623) 

Opens Icngn 7pm m repatore Q 

LONDON GALLERIES 

Camden Arts Centre: Mane Jos£ 
Surta'Ctorsten Holler (0(71-43526*3) 
Duhrichtlulyin llw Aqeol Turner 
10181-693 5254) Musaum ot the 
Moving Irrwge; Hammer Honor (0t ri¬ 
al 5 1350) National Wortdng alter 
the Masters Antfuny Cara (D171-747 
2835) Nottona! Maritime 
Musaum: Peter (he Great n England. 
1693 10181 -312 6745) Tat* Turner 
and iheS-xnosts 10 > 71 -88/ 8000) . 
VBA The Power o( the Poster (0171- 
338 B349/3441) 


□ ACROSS THE BRIDGE Anna 
Croppy* Jnd DaNu Fnedand perform in 
their own ptov based on Ihe uue story 
ofiwa Jewish sumvotsol a 1945 death 
march along me Etac. 

New End 27 New End. Hampstead. 
N1,V3111171.79* 00321 Tue-Ew. 7.30pm 
avals 5-S and Sift. J 30 pm © 

■ CHICAGO- Revised rersaoa ol me 
celebrated Kundor & Ebb mustaal 
.IBQcted by Walter BctJtSe Amum-Ton* 
vwrviei cn Broadway Iasi -year Siaimg 
Ruthie HenshaW. die Lemper. Henry 
Goodman and Nii»el Planer 
Adeiph) Strand. WC210171 -344 
13055 ) Mon Sar 8pm. mats Wad and 
S.M 2 30pm © 

B CLOSER The WartonaiTheatie 
pnxtuction ot Fame* Mercer's b# ptoy 
about dodgy personal relations With 
Frances Barber and Liza Walter 
Lyric, ShaliesburyAre. Wl (0171 -494 
WS) Mon-Sal 7 30pm main Wed and 
Sat 3pm 

□ THE DAUGHTER OF THE POET 

Based nn mo & ir*? Icelandic Sagas, 
this r. itkj >a.Tfv ol Thcrgerd whose 
pnvficn as a greai man's wle mrjht 
hare a bjpnsmn resonance loday 
Wnnen and cSre-itea by S-renn 
Eswrsnn. iorm& diiecin o> fhr> 

National Theatre ol Iceiarid 
Plewance Theatre, JO North ft!. N7 
10171-WT9 1SX) Tue-Fn. eprn Sal 
7 30pm. mat Sir 5pm Oniri May 9 

BAN ENEMY OF THE PEOPLE 

TrtMJr Nurm s'Khh-detailed KKen wifi 
ton Me* alien a* ihe jw.v.uid beio 
Bac* in uve repertoire until June 
National TJroatnr (Otaaerl. ixjh 

Bank. SE1 (0171-45J30COI Toraqht-Sai. 
7 1 5pm iTiais lomonowand SaL 2pm 


THEATRE GUIDE 


s'« assessment 
I hi London 
■ House (UR, returns only 
B Some soots available 
□ Boats at *9 prices 


□ GIRLS’ MGHT OUT- Dare 
Simpson s towing shew, set at a mate 
strip 3how lot twns. Is said to iweal 
map than meets Ihe eye 

Victoria Palace, Vtcfooa St SWt 
(0171-834 1317) Mon-Thur. 9pm. Frt 
and Sal 5 30pm and Bpm 

□ AN IDEAL HUSBAND. Now n S3 
filth London thaafre, Peter HaTs 
BK^lMni production, txmtul dl 
decepuns. With Christopher Caserne. 
Kata G'Mara and Srocn Ward 
Aibery St Mwtki s Lane. WC2 (0i7i- 
389 1730|. Mon-Sat. 7 45pm: mao Thur, 
3pm and Sat . 4pm 

□ KAT AND THE KINGS EbeJien 
new 1950s rock'n'rofl musical about a 
South Atncan group rival never quite 
ere wed 

VaudevtOe Theatre. The Strand. WC2 
10171-636 9967) Mon-Thur. 8pm. Fn 
and Sal 5 30pm and 8 30pm 

S NAKED- Juftette Binoche now in the 
Weal End praying ihe naunatoad 
PEranddta heroine rranaforof 
Jonathan Kent's mcsimn; production 
horn the Aimada. 

Playhouse NorthumoerfandAre. VVC2 
10171-839*4011 Mon-Sal.730pm mat 
SaL 3pm Uni# May 30 


□ THE REW INSPECTOR 
HOUND/BLACK COMEDY hspawj 
cooping of Stoppard's parody 
wfrodunqj and Shaffer’s fight-tor-dark 

1 arcs With Desmond BamL David 
Tennant. Nichcfa McAJite 
Comedy Theatre, Panton Street. SW1 
(0171-3B9 17311 Man-Sat. 7 30pm. 
mas Wed and Sat. 3pm 

□ SAUCY JACK AND THE SPACE 
VIXENS. David Scnohefd plays Ihe 
saucy one m so-fi musnai desertaed 
as supc»-coo( and detewusty decadent 
Queens, Shaftesbury Avenue Wl 
(0171-494 5041) Mon-Thur Bpm Fn. 

5 30pm, a jQarr: Sat -ipm 330pm 

□ SHOW BOAT Har Prince's 
spec taevtoriy lavish Broadway 
production with Mictef Beil as Joe and 
George Gnzzad aaCap'n Andy 
Prince Edward Theatre. Old 
Compton StreeL Wf (0171-447 5400). 
Mon-SaL 73opm mats This and Sal. 

2 30pm 

LONG RUNNERS 

□ Blood Brothers-Phoenx (0171-389 

1733) □ Buddy. Strand 10171-930 

6800) D Cats Nav London 

10171-405 0072) □ Crosse 

Cambridge (0171-49* 50901 O An 
htspedor Colls Game*. |0171-494 
5085) ELesMMratrtes Palace 
(Of 7f-4J4 M09J . □ Miss Saigon 
Dnny Lane (0171-494 S4Qoi . 

□ The Mousetrap, s Martin's i0i71 - 

83814431 ■ The Phantom of tho 

Opera Her Majesty ? (0171-494 5400) 

. □ The Woman in B4adc Fortune 
10171-8362236) 

Ticket information suppled by Socew 
ol London Theatre. 


NEW RELEASES 


THE BK3 LEBOWSW (181 The Coen 
brouieis' dshereded spool ot Raymond 
Cnandlei's thrillers rety lurmyinspota 
with Jefl Budges John Goodman and 
Juiiame Moore 

ABC Tottenham Court Road (0171- 
63661481 Barttermfi 10171-839 8681 ) 
Claptvam Picture House(O'Tl-498 
33231 Greenvrtcti lO 181 -235 300S) 
Metro (0171 -437 orsn Odeon 
Camden Town tO 161-315 4255) Ritzy 
(Of < 1-737 Jl2i i Screen/Baker Street 
in 171 -935 277?) UCIWNteleysig 
(0990 8089MI Virgins Chelsea 
(tWWPOr 07fij| Kaymartaf (0870-907 
0712) Warner |B i«) 171-43 7 4 3431 

BOOYCOUNT (16). Cast raproves 
average rivflfcr atoJ an an rooberv 
aftermath With Vng Rtvames. David 
Caruso and Lnda Ftotenino 
ABC Pkxadflly (0171 437 3581 1 

HAPPY TOGETHER (151 Edgy, lyrical 
film about lore and tongmg fmrn Hong 
Kong cut) dvector Wong Kar-Wai 
Cuizons Mbiema (0i7t-36917331 
Phoonbc«3i7f-369172n Renoir (0171- 
837 8403) 

♦ MONEY TALKS il&i Can artist and 
TV newsman jam knees Formula acoon 
I arc given a Mile spande oy siand-up 
comic Chn-i Tinker With Charlie Sheen 
Director Brett FLamei 

Virgin TracwMro £i 1 06 70 907 0716i 

♦ THE RAINMAKER j 15/ Rookie 
lawyer (Man Danoni tiatds a tng 
insurance company Moderate*,' 
pieasirvj adapt shot o: Jonn Grsham 
novel Prom Franc-S Fora C-TDpOlj With 
Danny DeVikj Clare Da.« 


CINEMA GUIDE 


Geoff Brown's anassmonl ol 
films In London and (whore 
Indicated wtth the symbol •) 
on release across the country 


ABC Shaftesbury Avenue (0171 -836 
62791 Empfre © (0990 888990) Plaza 
0(0990 8889901 UCI WNleloys fi 
I09W8889901 Virgins FuDwmRoad 
(0670-907 0711) TVocartoro 0 (0870- 
907 0716) 

U.S. MARSHALS ItS) Hat-fOOled 
sequel lo The Fugitive with Tommy Lee 
Jcnes in pursuit ol suspected assassin 
Wesley Snipes Director. Stuan Baud 
Greenwich (OIB) -235 3006) Odeons 
Camden Town 10161-315 4255) 
Kensington (0i81-3t542)4| Marble 
Arab (0181-3154216) Swiss Cottage 
(0181-3154220) UCIWMeleys0 
(0990 8889901 Vfrgins. FuHiam Road 
(0870-907 0711) Trecadero 0 (0870- 
9070718) Wanwr0 (0171-437 43431 
• U TURN (18) Lust, vtoience and 
yeed in a small AnTona town 
Outlandish, jaunty and tangling defighi 
from CfitnecTor Oliver Stone With Sean 
Penn. Me) Node and Jenmtor Lope.’ 
UCI WMMeyaE IBM 888990) 
VlrgfrK Fulham Road (0870-907 0711) 
Heymarket IW7&907 0712) Wemer 
010171-437 4343) 

CURRENT 

DECONSTRUCTING HARRY (161 A 
whim's personal and Wiciloswonai iitp 


unravdfs FasenJhng. tunny and 
unsettling Woody Alien Wm Allen stars 
with an ekta cast iJudy Dams. Dera 
Moore. Bi9y CrysJaJ. Elisabeth Shuo] 
Barbfcan 0«)i 7i-638 8891) 
dapham Picture Houae 10171-498 
33^ Cwzon Weei End (Ol 71-369 

1722) Gate® (0171 727 4043( 
Greenwich (OlSl -235 30051 Odeons: 
Camden Town 10101-315 4?55l Serial 
Cottage »0l«i -315 4220) Richmond 
(0181-332 (W30) Ritzy (0171 -737 2121) 
Screen/Baker Street (0171-9352772) 
Screen/Green (0171-228 35201 
ScreanlHiU 0 (0171-4J5 3366) Virgin 
Fulham Road (0171 -370 2636) 

• HARD RAIN M5) Thieresfrylaawl 
Dank reserves during e flood Silty, 
waler-logged Wilier, with Christian 
Slater. Morgan Freeman and M nvo 
□fiver Orector. Mikael Salomon 

UCI Whlteleys 010990 888990) 

Virgin-nrocadero 0 (0181-970 fOi 51 
Warner ® (0171-437 4343) 

JUNK MAIL (15) Bracrngfygtungy 
Norwegian black comedy about a 
downtrodden postman wo 

p«lY crime A swung debut Jcr dVector 
PaiSkMune With Roben Skjaerstad 
ABC Swiss Centre (OtTl -439 «70i 
Metre (0171 -137 07571 

* MIDNIGHT IN THE GARDEN OF 
GOOD AND EVIL(1Si Ner- York 
jcumalist goto <1 <n a s^nsjnoru) 
Sa-.-annari.'mdidef :r>at Acsortkog 
Charcder -study based on rea me 
Oreotor CJm; Easr.-.usd 

ABC Baker St »i7t -425 97T7) 

NotUng Hill Coronet ® :0171-727 
6705) Odeon Swiss Cottage j 0>61- 
315 4220i Virgins: FirihvnRdiQi 71- 
37036361 Heymarket -0171-03? t=27) 


Steve Jones, “a big, smartly dressed raan with the slightly threatening air of a nightclub manager”, in Babyfoird action 

Let’s twist again 


T here was a time when 
pop songs were fairly 
innocuous, sung by 
performers anxious to 
curry favour with their audi¬ 
ence. However. Stephen Jones, 
otherwise known as Babybird, 
takes the more robust ap¬ 
proach that has become in¬ 
creasingly common during the 
1990s. Announcing a new 
number from an album to be 
released later in the year (its 
working title, for a while, was 
Hate Songtf. Jones is greeted 
by a yelp of approval- from 
somewhere in the Blooms¬ 
bury’S crowd. “Shut up." he 
barks. “You haven’t heard it 
yet-" 

The gig is the last of a brief 


series of sfiows to mark the 
release this week of a single. 
Bad Old Man, and afford a 
chance for the band to preview 
some of the new material in 
front of paying customers. 
Jones, a big. smartly dressed 
man with the slightly threaten¬ 
ing air of a nightclub manag¬ 
er. glances now and then at 
some of the more verbose 
lyrics which he has written out 
on a music stand in front of 
him. But there is nothing 
hesitant or unfinished about 
the sound of the numbers, nor 


the simple but strikingly effect¬ 
ive lighting design. 

Back Together Again is one 
of several twisted relationship 
songs. Built around a typically 
beguiling guitar motif played 
by Luke Scott, it blossoms 
from simple beginnings into a 
powerful dimax which show¬ 
cases Jones's remarkably reso¬ 
nant and distinctive vocal 
tone. 

All Men are Evil, which he 
introduces as “one for the 
ladies" is a more uptempo 
offering, its apparently jaun¬ 
diced view of masculinity 
echoing die dark absurdism of 
Bad Old Man : “He put razor 
blades in the ice-cream/Shot a 
paedophile in a wet dream." 


Here, as so often, Jones cloaks 
the sourness of his comments 
on a sensation-hungry media 
in a melody of sweet and 
supple appeal. 

The show is brief, smarr and 
as finely honed as a surgeon's 
knife. Bui even Jones cannot 
ignore the legacy of a hit as big 
as You're Gorgeous, and the 
band duly reappear for an 
encore which indudes a won¬ 
derfully slow and delicate re¬ 
arrangement of that ubiq¬ 
uitous song. They finish with 
another, instantly impressive 
-new number, called l Was 
Never Here. But he certainly 
was. 

David Sinclair 


S ome dance ads, such as Daft Punk, 
having released clever, catchy al¬ 
bums, systematically eliminate all 
the cleverness and catchiness in perfor¬ 
mance. Sugarsweet tunes and crafty 
arrangements become barrages of white 
noise and torrents of sledgehammer 
beats. Propel!erheads, however, eschew 
this brutalxst aesthetic Instead, (hey 
deconstruct their records, turning them 
into pulsing workouts, each one a 
breathless anxiety attack. 

It helps that the original materia] is of 
high quality. Their debut album, the 
typographically awkward but musically 
inspired Decksandrumsandrockand- 
roll. confirmed an already blossoming 
reputation, first in Britain and now in 
America. This was a group whose first 
single was used to promote Adidas, who 
then spumed an advance from Coca- 
Cola. and who capped it all by recruiting 
Shirley Bassey to sing on the wonderful 
History Repeating. Not bad going for a 
couple of lads from Bath. 

Their live show (which reaches Ihe 
London Astoria tonight) makes good use 


Burly 

chassis 


.c 

- r k ?r - S ' • 


of limited resources. It starts with the two 
of them—WHl White and Alex Gifford— 
trading tricks on the record decks. They 
ease their way into Take California, with 
its Latin multi-rhythms and, as the pace 
builds. White slips behind a regular 
drum kit and Gifford squeezes out 
Hammond organ riffs. The evening's 
final number. Spy break!, revisits the 
salsa style, but in between there are 
plenty of diversions. Their cover of the 
theme from On Her Majesty's Secret 
Service starts familiarly enough, before 
dissolving into a menagerie of squeaks 


and squawks. With A Number of 
Microphones they improvise a dance 
beat from a sound effects record- Bang 
On! is a fieiy marriage of thrash metal 
and dance beats. For several songs 
Gifford plays bass, strutting around like 
some guitar hero. White imitates a 
beatbox using only his mouth and a 
microphone. The stage is lit by strobing 
flashes and piercing beams — imagine a 
Lighthouse staffed by the Muppets. 

There is no singing as such. Instead the 
human voice takes on strange guises: a 
disembodied female mutters “He's got a 
nice body, he's wearing velvet pants." and 
BBC voices intone pompously. When 
someone calls for History Repealing. 
Gifford replies: "Have you any idea how 
much Shirley Bassey costs?” 

This may not be an extravagant show, 
but it boasts plenty of anxious energy. It 
is reported that Propellerheads once 
ejected a punter for not dancing. There 
wasn't much call for the dance police on 
this night. 

John Street 


Going 
out with * 
a bang 

T he toughest of the Inter* 
national Society for 
Conremporaiy Musk's 
World Music Days m 
Manchester were the two last 
Happily, by that stage the 
momentum was rolling, cany, 
ing the audience through a 
continuum of daytime events 
— like Psappha's expert expo¬ 
sitions of Boulez and 
Stockhausen classics or a pro- 
gramme of variable quality 
from the BBC Singers - b 
the orchestral concerts in the 
evening. It would be an exag- ‘ 
geration to say that the Bridge- 
water Hall was well filled for 
the London Sinfonietta and 
BBC Symphony Orchestra 
but, bearing in mind what 
they were offering, the atten¬ 
dance was not at all bad. 

While it was a pity that 
Elliott Carter could not get 


NEW MUSIC 


there for the fin a sense) first 
performance of his 
5vmphonuz. he could at least 
take comfort in the fact that he 
had heard all its constituent 
parts before. Besides, his ab~ j 
sence might have saved him ^ 
from wondering if. at the age 
of 90 and with much other 
work still to do. he should 
compose a fourth movement to 
make the Symphonia com¬ 
plete. As it stands, it has an 
industrious first movement, a 
disturbing slow movement 
and a brilliantly sustained 
scherzo. But it has no conclu¬ 
sive finale. True, another 
movement would make the 
Symphonia uncommonly 
long, but this is no common 
work. 

Anyway.' Oliver Knussen 
guided the BBC SO through a 
performance of exemplary 
clarity at the end of a concert 
which had already presented a p 
major challenge in Simon ' 
Bainbridge’S Primo Levi 
settings. Ad Ora Incerta. as 
well as Tippett's characteristi¬ 
cally unceremonial answer to 
the brass fanfare in 
Praeludium and a delightful 
pre-Penderecki experiment in 
string soaring in Panufnik's 
Lullaby. In spite of some 
balance problems. Ad Ora 
Incerta made hs authentic 
impact — above ail in Buna 
which, although it comes Iasi 
in performance, was the first 
movement to be written and 
the motivation for the other 
three. 

James Wood and the 
London Sinfonietta had been 
engaged to perform three 
pieces selected by the ISCM 
jury, together with a work by 
another distinguished survi¬ 
vor of the brave new 
Manchester of the 1950s, Alex¬ 
ander Goehr. If Xiaoyong 
Chen's Warp and Wood’s own 
The Parliament of Angels 
seemed to confirm that thui 
ISCM jury is not the most#- 
fruitful source of programme 
material. Maurido Kagei'S 
Qrchesirion-Straat was the 
exception. And if Goehr's 
Idies fixes is as garrulous as 
late Richard Strauss it is no 
less entertaining. 

Gerald Larner 


ART GALLERIES 


MfCHAa PARKIN GALLERY 
11 Motoomb SL London SW1 
BRITISH ARTISTS IN MOROCCO 
unB frby 159! Jet 0171 295 8144 


WILLIAM REDGRAVE 11903-1986) 
MAJOR EXHBjmON 
PAINTINGS. SCULPTURE 
AND WATERCOLOURS 
NOW ON VIEW 
ROY MILES GALLERY 
29 BRUTON STREET Wl 
0171 «S«747 


OPERA & BALLET 


COLISEUM 0171 632 8300 t2*hft 
ENGLISH NATIONAL OPB1A 
Toni 7.00 PUCONTS TRUTICO 
Tomer 730 THE FAIRY QUEEN 


THE ROYAL OPERA 

at Sm Royal Faaonl Hafl 
Box Office 0171 S6D 4242 
FnfLaslN#a}5£0 
PARSIFAL In eonewt 
Returns cm!y 


THEATRES 


ADELPHJ 

cc 2«W (Cl bkg lee) 3440055 
GrpS 413 3321/0800 814 903 
WLL FOR A TICKET M.O.S. 
WINNER OUTSTANDING 
MUSICAL Othrtar Awards *8 

CHICAGO 

THE MUSICAL 

RUTHIE UTE 

HENSHALL LEMPER 

HENRY GOODMAN 
NIGEL PLANER 

Moo-Sal 8. W«5 & Sal Mats 3.D0 


ALBERT 3® 1730)344 4444 
Eves 7.45 Mats Thu 3 S So! 4 
THE PETER HALL COMPANY 
Christopher cazenove Kata OMara 
Simon ward Richard Todd 

MadeMnePoOsr Barbara Murray 
OSCAR WIDE'S CLASSIC COMEDY 

AN IDEAL HUSBAND 

GREAT AND GLORIOUS- SJnra 


ALDWYCH 0171415 8000 CC 0171 957 
4001)470 OOOOfcta JH) Grps 0171416 
__ araJosan 

WHISTLE DOWN THE WIND 

MwiqtflMtonf 
Jfrn Seaman's new musical. 
PrawBws from 17 June Opens 1 Jutv 


ART GALLERIES 


THE LONDON 

•Original* 

PRINT FAIR 

AT THfc ROYAL Al.VDEMY Ol ARTS 



30 April 
-3 May 

ore. Miur ham tftfcra 
TELEPHONE Oll8 93- Otj»6o 


* 


srv».-i>rnPY 

Nordstorn 


AF0LLP LAHAT7S H a mmers mi th 
BO{na bkg tee) 0870 606 3400 
cc{+t*g tao) 344 4444M20 0000 
Grps 0171 416 6075 

DOCTOR D0UTTLE 

THE MUSICAL EVENT 

Stamnci 

PHIUP SCHORELD 
Book, music 3 lyncs by 
Lesio Brtcusse 
Directed by 
Steven PmJctl 

WORLD PREMIERE 14 JULY 


APOULO 34hr cc 0171 494 5070 
CC 0171 344 4444 (bkg tee) 
Grps 0171 494 5454 
BEN ELTON’S 

POPCORN 

Wkm-Lurenca OMer 
Awanfs-easi Comedy 
W hw Ou te r s T lw l ri 
Amnte-GMt Near Play 
noaunaMd for 7 Mofarae 
Mon-Sat aOOpm 
Mats Wed 3D0 Sat 4 . 00 cm 


CAMBRIDGE 494 5060/4IS6050 
344 4444/420 0000 (+bkg tee) 
Groups 484 5464 
416 6076.4113 3321/438 5568 

GREASE 

now w rrs 

5TH FANTASTIC YEAR) 

IAN KELSEY n Oarmy 
-A Monster KTOMnor 
UovSa 730xi Wed S Sal Mat ton 
BOONNG TO THE WtlOMUM 


COMEDY 0171 389 1731 
CC 0171 3 44 4444 

THE REAL INSPECTOR 
HOUND 

by Tom 

BLACK 

by Pb®» Shatter 
HBartous, OrMant plays' D.Td 
IS season urtS 11 Juhr 
ttr-SK 730 Mas Wed 6 Sat 3 


APOLLO VICTORIA cc 0171 416 
6065 CC24hrs 0171 344 4444JQ171 
43) 0000 Grps 416 5075-413 3321 

Andrew (Joyd Webber* 

STARLIGHT EXPRESS 

THE FASTEST I 

SHOW ON EARTH j 

Brermgs 7.45pm j 

Tire 3 Sal 3pm Tula from g1£50 j 


CRITERION 363 1737/344 4444 
3RD HILARIOUS YEAR 

THE REDUCED 
SHAKESPEARE COMPANY 

THE COMPLETE WORKS OF 
MUIAM SHAKESPEARE 
(afarWgrt) 

AD 37 Plays n 37 Mnutes 

Tfflarfcw Times 
■Go now? Sunday Times 
Mats Thur at 3pm. Sat at 5pm 
Sun a! 4pm Eves at 8pm 
THE COMPLETE HISTORY OF 
AMERICA (abridged) 
Tuesday x 8pm 
Now BocVmq unfl Summer 98 


DOMINION 017165618SS0171 
344 444470171 494 5495/0171 
420 0000 Grps 0171 4166096/ 
0171 430 0000/0171 494 5454 
BEST NEW MUSICAL 
OLIVIER AWARDS 1998 
OKNETS 

BEAUTY AND THE BEAST 

■AN ENCHANTDia EVENING- 
GENUINELY GLORIOUS - D.Tel 
’A FEAST OF GOOD FUN 1 D Mad 
Grp» 12+ bfcfl untt)2 Jan 99 

Mon-Sai 7.x Wed & Sat Mac 2J0 


DONMAR WAREHOUSE 389 1732 

THE BULLET 

a n»r oiay by Joe Penhai 
LAST WEEK MUST END SAT 
Ews Bom. IUs TTej & Ste 4om 


DRURY LANE THEATRE ROYAL 
SS cc (Bkg tee) 24hr 7 dayc 0171 
494 5000344 4444(420 0000 Grps 
494 5454413 3311,312 8000 

MISS SAIGON 

THE CLASSIC LOVE STONY OF 
OUR TIME* 

NOW WITSBTH 
BREATHTAKING YEAN) 
Ewes 7.45 Mats Wad & Sat 3pm 
Good sMtsma for Wbd Mai 
* soma parts - apply B.O. 


ART GALLERIES 


GROSVENOR GALLERY 


DAVID GLEESON 

29 April - 29 May 

IS Albemarle Street - London W’lX 3HA 
Tel: 0171-629 0S9I • F.i\: 0171-491 4591 
Weekdays ?C - 5.00 pm 


DUCHESS 80 0171494 SOTS 
cc 420 0000{bkg tee} Grp 494 5464 
MCH4EL VHLUINS 
n Jafm Aiixsyfc 

BRIEF LIVES 

'An u r J org a n ablB evening' D. Mafl 
Adapted & rfineclad by Patncfc 
Garland 

Mon-Sal Evas 8.00 
Mats WKJ&SM 230 


P0RTUNE BO a CC 0171 636 
223&312 8033/494 5388 
NOW M ITS SOI HTTYEAR 
ROBERT DAW 

DEMEGER PULLAN 

Sosanran 

THE WOMAN IN BLACK 

Adapted by Stephen Malowft 
Ths most thrflRng and chMng 
ptey tor yaws'D Mai 
Uor>-Sa 8 Mats Tue 3 & SaS4 
TOES MAY 3PM SEATS IS 

ftiratag time 2 hre 


GiafiUD 0171 «94 5066 CC 0171 

^ 0000 JAHCCOlSl 1 ^ 5t&t 
STEVEN SERENA 

«C tBr EVANS 

THINGS WE DO FOR LOVE 
ALMiATCXBtXJRNStoOOfflsdy 
WWSMaiES.TiroW 

Mon-SM 745 Man Hint Sat 3pm 


OMHCXOiTI 494 5095012 1SSQW* 
5388 (no t*g tee) 

Gmups 0171 «4 M6i 

Wnovr ol IB M^K And 
Th* RoH HaDooel TTtaetr* Picdoctai 
FVM1BI 

AU90N R5KE JOM BARDOH 
JB PneSfeyfc 

AN INSPECTOR CALLS 

TMfcB-Jhnl be mM* DJM 

Tob bon «Mht vtesfly terming 

WanTOTel 

Monffl 7 *5. S» 500 & 8.15 
Mia WM230 

CfltaKfie 1000 Pars 4 Kay 7 (5 
Teo 0*1 tor 9» Moa ol one 


NAYMARKET BOtaC 0171 9306800 
cc 344 4444 (bah ton 
DAME EDNA EVERAGE In 

NEW EDNA 

THE SPECTACLE! 

Lmffi wflh a legend 
Eves 7 JO Ste Mat 3.00 


HER MUESTYS S4frr 494 5400 
p*g ton CC34A 4444/420 0000 (M4 
Grps 494 546V413 3311/068 5688 
AWREWLLOTDWEBBBTS 
AWARD WHWNS WSIOU. 

THE PHANTOM OF 
IHE OPERA 

Directed by HAROLD PRMCE 
NOW BKG TO DBC BB 
Eves 7^5 Mats Wed 8 Sat aflO 
Apply to Ben Office fety tor returns 


LOfflON PAUAOIUH 0171494 
5030(344 *444 (bfeg feo) Grps 0171 
494 54SW413 3321 

SATURDAY NIGHT FEVER 


LYWC 0171 494 5045 (4-tes) 

CC 344 4444 (4-toe) 
Frances Barber Lloyd Owen 
‘ NsHPsandn UzaWaMar 

CLOSER 

BY PATRICK MMSSI 
BEST HBN PLAY 
Laurence OM«r Award SB 
BEST COMEDY 
Evening Standard Award 
Mon-Sol 7-30, Wea 6 Sal Mat 3pm 


NEW LONDON DnnyLamWCSBO 

0171 «5 0072 CC W71 40* 4079 

24 hr 0171 3*4 4444/420 0000 

G(« 0171 413 3311«3S 5588 

THEANORBW U0YD WEBBER/ 
T.S.QJOT INTEHNATlOSiAL 

AWARD Wttfl«4G MUSICAL 

CATS 

Evec 7A6 Mats TUa & Sal 3.00 
Bara opart at 6.4$ 
U10TB9 NO. OF SEATS AVAIL 
DAILY FROM BOX OFFICE. 


NATIONAL THEATRE BO 8171 
462 3000 (ton 0171 482 3010 
Mhr cc Mg tea 0171 420 0000 
0UVB3I Toni 7.15, Tamer £00 & 
7.15 AH ENBIY OF THE PEOPLE 
by Honrfc town fri a new version 
by CMstecher Hampton 
COTTESLOe rant 730. Tamar 
230 A 730 (FINAL PBff^ NOT 
ABOUT WQHTBHALES ttn world 
daj 


'MS? 


PALACE THEATRE 0171-434 0909 
cc 24hra (bta tea) 0171-344 4444 
(bhg tee) (Spa 0171-413 3311 
THE WORLDS MOST POPULAR 
MUSICAL 

LES MISERABLE 

NOW IN ITS 13TH 
RECORD BREAKING YEAR 
Eves 730 Mats Thu A Sa Z30 
Latecomers not admitted 
untU tfw Interval 
UMTTED NO. OF SEATS AVAIL 
DALY FROM BOX OFFICE 


' PHOENW BOTCC 0171 3B9 1733 

044 4444/420 0000 (tea) 

BEST MUSICAL 

OW M D ie Aw e r d i 
Ptejo A Itemtar Atovete Mi 

wRiYtmssars 

BLOOD BROTHERS 

-Brings the audhnea tote teat 
and rMflng Us approvaf D Mafl 
Em 7.45 frfete Thun 3pm Sat 4am 


PICCADILLY 01T1 388 1734 
CC 3444444 Grps 3601717 
THE PE TER HAU. COMPANY 

THE MISANTHROPE 

76LARIOUS* FT. 

Today a £30 6 745. Tomor 7j45 


PLAVHOISE 0171 3S9 4404 
01713394401 
Una May 30 
Tbe AhoeWa Tnssbe Cc 
pair -an uwnteejtiH 
pradnedan'lnd 

NAKED 

■Jtftette Steoeftrt kznMucnr 
bawdy eoneaslsa ragtag torrent 
CrfMMOBif DJH8H 
Mor>-Ss» Eww 7.3Cpm 
sa Mai 3 oopm_ 


PRMCE EDWARD 0171 447 S4Q0 
ftw Can 0171420 MBS cdKhra 
344 4*44 Gips 112+) 0171 420 
0069 f reephone Grpa 0600 614903 

SHOWBOAT 

THE GREAT AMERICAN 
MuaCAL* Non York Dmos 
Eves 730. Mate Thur 6 9gl2J0 


FRWCE OF WALES 0771838987 

Rnl Col 4200000 oo 344 4444 

QRAMMt AWARD WDMMG 

MUSICAL 

1«^>Mn^B wge iagy 


CAFfi 


THE SONGS OF LBBBI6 STOLLS! 
Mon-ibut tom. Fit 5.4S & B3a Sod 

nQWBOWmlo% l SB»Ti«aa 


QUEERS 0171 494 504QI3U 4444 
430 0000 Grps (10+) 0171 484 S4S4 

SAUCY JACK AND THE 
SPACE VIXENS 

THE NEW MUSICAL 
Tparidng tar Suxby ftnas 
■Pm tmarkittarabd hadeitaar Ind 
Mon-Hu 6. Ftl 630 6 630 

Sar 4pm 6 Oatyrn 

FrWay 5J0 iB swtebio ter one 


ROYAL SHAKESPEARE 

__COMPANY 

STTWTFOBD 0541 541051 
Todw 130 & 730: RST: MEASURE 
TOR MEASURE Ttwl 7JOO SWAN: 
TALK OF THE CITY Toot 7 JO TOP. 
BAD WEATHER 
LONDON 0171 638 8891 
Tort 7.»5 *oi pari BARBCAN; 
HAMLET TontBjOOPrr: TOE 
UNEXPECTHJ MAN Tpnl 7.16 last d 
p«b YOWQ WC: UNCLE VANYA 
LAST 2 WEEKS 

LONDON SEASON ENDS 9 MAY 


SM1ertWe«aellh*pa»coel< 
TbeteraOiYl 3148800 
Qrecs from Amaobna 
TANGO PWDOS 
PartUneede Tango 
Dongertirtly BerauaTTnni 
Tontghl M 7,30pm 


Ssroy Thwtr*0171 838 6888 
0CO17142Q00Cm*444U 
'EDWARD FOXS MacmUan a lour 
da tarco' 6.SM 
Hug h WMtam omb 

ALETITER0F 
RESIGNATION 


powerful I 

i Out 
Man-Sat Evgs 7.45 
Mato Wed 3.00. fitai 4 nn 


ST MARTINS 0171 636 1443 
Bras 8, Tub 245, Sat 6& B 

AGATHA CHRISrrcrS 
THE MOUSETRAP 
46th YEAR 


SKAFTG58URY THEATRE 
T otophone bookings 07000 Z1 12 21 / 
3*4 4444 Q4hrs + bkg tea] 
n&WmmMtomiAom 

RENT 

misses 

NQ^atfffSSS^MAY 

Mon6al 7J0. Mats Sal 3J» 


STRAND TTSATHE Bor Off & cc 
(mo tea) 0171 930 8800 
oc (bug iMfOtrt 344 4444/4200000 
Otoupt 0171 413 3321(0171 430 S588 

•BUDDY* 

Tha Buddy Holy Story 

■BfflLLlANT Sun 

•BUDDY* 

■WOHDERHJL STOFF* Sun Tel 
Tiw-Thura ao ffl 5J0 A flJ 0 

Sata 5JDQ & 8.30 
SWgAYS AMpmlUda 1/2 Price 
ALL SEATS VZrnCEfjaSMPBtF 
891 KNOCKOUT YEARl 
Ovar 3^00 Performancas 
Now* booking TB Ihe war 2000 


VjCTTUBA PALACE 0171 834 1317 
TWcetmaster 344 4444(blrg tee) 
_ fttoteweBMay. Opera rgAfay ' 
Tpt nyw 73 0. Wad & Sr4 Mm ^00 

SWEET CHARITY 

TOE SHOW STOPPING 
BIG SPBiOER MUSICAL' 


VAUDEVRLE THEATRE 

BO & DC 0171 838 9987040 ha) 

CC 3*4 4*44,420 0000 (Ehg toe) 
Reaphma Groups 0800 MB 

•KAT & THE KINGS* 

■AOJKAOlCaECTWCALSTWttlCF 
EXUBStANCCBaSU 
*ONE GREAT BGPMm'Gdn 

Hen - Thin 600, ft * Sd 630 A 
Frt IM3. M owtt IB pike f 


WTWOHAflS 388173S/344 4444 

BEST COMEDY 
Gwe Stendaid Anadf 
BEST COAEOY 
Laurence OUrfer Awante 1W7 

"ART 

A new play by Yasnlna Raza 
Trans by Ghrterophw Hantetat 
Tbe perfect Waal End ptay'M 


Eve»8. 


sbyCh r 
pnnedl 
TbetonrtHtpiqrw 
Broadway'NY Times 
L Mate Wad 3. SM A Sus S 


To advertise in this 
section please call 
the Entertainments 
Team on 

OX7X 680 6222 

or fax 

01714819313 


—-TIMES Reader offer_— 

TO O BEST SEATS FOR THE PRICE OF ONE 


:T', Mjy trw: a 

"two hours 

of visuaDy INSPECTOR 

stunning.*- a-id*^ a PAIIC 
drama" v ,{RK)p ^ nmw ^:ij 

.-~'W*-vf"oWSSS. 


SPECTOR 


J ri ei* ^ WadKr 1,1 •** 8011 OOta iTx-kr 
U4.5U mJi ,„i y £ , i t., wj|h ^ oncT( w 

OffiCL nn 0171 494 5579 and memnm The Tim* 

Garrick Theatre ^ ^ 

Wct ,jU (., rol^nuno- Mnn J.lws s. Is.- 
_^ & Tar - A ^ « ? »(■«! TKtrt- wfricia ^ „ 
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Westbury 




In a sought after location in Somerset, on the outskirts of 

Taunton 

There ore just 10 detached 
5 bedroom homes with 
study, 3 bathrooms, 
utility, dining, entrance 
hall, double garage 
and superlative 
specification. Prices 
from £216,000. 

Purchase plans available' 

Cafl Sandy Portray w,ln 

on (01278) 653610 



AruTi imnuion at a typical Vtafcwjr 
5 Itoiraam (LocM boma. 

i onUb an mquM tubjM b **m Mm and amidm. 


LONDON PROPERTY 


NORTH OF THE 
THAMES 


%m 


m 


m 


Winkworth 


PIMLICO: 

Charming town home in very 
quid location dose lo Vicuma 
nation and in good decorative 
order. 4 beds. 1.-4 door diming 
rm. study. - hath. dining, 
talchen. roof lemte. jbsio- 
£54 $>.500 Freehold. 

Winkworth 
0171 828 1786 


Charles Him Estate 

Tel: mfti so tw 


MtatandtaMt 



Winkworth 



EALING 

Handsome 9 bedroom 
EdwmJho H«acio Kmc. 

Sympolivlkalty modemued 

some while ago, keeping 
many original features. 
Viewing from today. 
Please phone on 

01815793293. 


SOUTH OF THE 
THAMES 






iu 3 is 


ive in tomorrow S-i 

world today! 



266 APARTMENTS SOLD - FINAL PHASE NOW AVAILABLE 






.1 



rt rwvfc • fi 

iliSiijj 




m*'- 


VIEW THIS WEEKEND - LONDON'S MOST EXCITING AND 
FUTURISTIC RIVERSIDE DEVELOPMENT * DESIGNED TO 
MEET THE LIVING NEEDS OF THE 2 1ST CENTURY. 

tXTENSWH LANOSCAPED GARDENS * -i.OOOSurT LEiSURt COMPLEX 
CONCIERGE * GARAGE PARKING * HIGH SPECIF’CATION - FULLY FITTED 


LARGE RIVERSIDE LUXURY 2 BED APARTMENTS 
WITH BALCONIES FROM ONLY £200 MM 


ALLYMORE 



.'OdWw'i :t> ! d.J-'r-f/L'ri. 

$.?'.« a;Si n >:::diav ••r 1 rw; 


0171 537 7502 


W • .w 


rj\/s/ 

\ S ?■? 




Definitive location 







Crafted interiors 


t \ r>C.- . 

* Sw • 





Classical architecture 



Evocative atmospheric 


Sold agent 


-» r 


-MARKETING suite 

0171 630 &&&& 

OI*EN MON TO FR» IOAM-6PM SAT ft SUN 11 AM—5PM 


l^ALLVMORt 


WESTMINSTER 

Cosmopolitan 

Monumental 

Classical 

Timeless 

DEFINITIVE 

CRAFTED 

EVOCATIVE 

INNOVATIVE 

apartments of unreserved luxury 

1 bedroom apartments from 

£ 190,000 

2 bedroom apartments from 

£ 395,000 

3 bedroom apartments from 

£ 595,000 

penthouses from 

£ 1 , 900,000 


Set 


between the Houses of Parliament, the Tate Gallery and the River Thames. 




























































































































































34 1AW _ the times WEPNESDAY ^ j^ 

Court of Appeal _ Law Report April 291998 _____ -7 — 

Bail dedsion attracts immunity Immunity extends to investiga 


! .-iJ Y 

I \h- 


Gizzonio and Another v Chief 
Constable of Derbyshire 
Constabulary 

Before Lord Justice Henry. Lord 
Justice Ward and Lord Justice 
Chadwick 

JJudgmenr March 2b| 

A decision not to grant bail was 
part of the process of investigation 
nf crime with a view to prosecution 
and therefore anmowJ immunity 
from liability for actions in ton. 

The Court of Appeal so stared in 
a reserved judgment when 
dismissing an appeal by 
Gioacchinio Gizzonio and Paul 
tiizzonio against a decision of 
Judge Potter. sitting as a High 
Court judge, on November S. 1996 
allowing an appeal by the Chief 
Constable Derbyshire Constabu¬ 
lary against dismissal of his 
application to strike out certain 
parts of their statement of claim as 
an abuse of process. 

In September 1088 ilw plaintiffs 

had been arrested on deception 
charge* and remanded- in custody 
until February’ 1989. Fdlice irv 
veMigariuns continued into mort- 
yage"frauds for which the plaintiffs 
were later charged and convicted. 

The deception charges were not 
pursued. The plaintiffs issued 
writs alleging, inter alia, that they 
were maliciously denied bail from 
September I9HS to February 1089. 

Mr Charles Howard for the 
uizzunios; Miss Fiona Barton for 
the chief constable. 


LORD JUSTICE HENRY said 
that there was no previous re* 
purled case where a convicted 
criminal had sought civil damages 
for wh-jE. Bor strike-out purposes. 
had la be regarded as false and 
malicious conduct of the police to 
deny him hail. There was no such 
specific ton to be found in the 
icnbooks. 

The argument was that all 
abuses by rhe prosecution of the 
court's process could be covered by 
the emergent ton. of misfeasance in 
public office. 

The starting point was the basic 
immunity from liability for actions 
in ion given to participants in legal 
prtceedings. That immunity was 
limited by a family of torts founded 
an on abuse of legal procedure: 
that is. malicious prosecution, and 
the linked torts of malicious 
trecuring of on arrest (see Ray v 
Prior 019711 AC 470) and malicious 
Pnjomrmem of a search warrant 
wGtbfis and Others v Rea f The 
*'tn February 4.1998). 

N&evcry abuse of the legal 
PH??*-. $ave rise to causes of 
act **riititas the requirements of 

prosecution were 

established 

a ? ainSt *** P° lic * the 

{i) ^ he was 

satesaKS-g 

that ihe pna^on was brought 
without reason ^ pro bable 


cause and (iv) that it was 
malicious. 

The reason why die plaintiffs 
put their claim in misfeasance in 
public office was that that ton did 
not require the plaintiff to show 
cither that the prosecution was 
determined in his favour, or that 
there was no reasonable and 
probable cause for it. 

The question was whether that 
tort provided a new and easier 
remedy for actions which would 
otherwise have been defeated by 
the requirements of malicious 
prosecution. 

Did the emergent tort of mis¬ 
feasance in public office join the 
uncommon torts linked with ma¬ 
licious prosecution mentioned 
above? In Gibbs v Rea. a divided 
Privy Council agreed that the root 
of that family of torts was the 
abuse of legal procedure. 

The two specific examples of 
related torts in that family of torts 
had little in common with ma¬ 
licious denial of hail complained of 
in (he present case. 

Both were discrete proceedings 
deliberately and maliciously set in 
motion by the applicant for the 
warrant. They were not necessar¬ 
ily an integral pan of the prosecu¬ 
tion process. 

They were applied for ex parte, 
without hearing from the proposed 
target of the warrant Extra protec¬ 
tion was clearly there needed. 

But a boil decision was necessar¬ 
ily token within a prosecution. The 
decision was or might be in¬ 
fluenced by the state of the in¬ 
vestigation* and it. in its aim. 
might influence the conduct of the 
prosecution. It was an integral pan 
of the investigation and prosecu¬ 
tion of the offences. 

As a necessary part of the trial 
process, it was dearly right that 
malice should defeat the immunity 
rule where there was no reason¬ 
able or probable cause for the 
prosecution and where there was 
an acquittal. 

Bur the question was whether 
malice alone should, in the context 
of bail decisions taken in the 
course of a prosecution, give a 
cause of action where there was 
reasonable and probable cause for 
the prosecution and the plaintiff 
was convicted. 

The tort of misfeasance in public 
office provided a remedy for citi¬ 
zens who had suffered damage 
through unlawful administrative 
action which was either motivated 
by malice, or by the fact that die 
defendant knew that he was acting 
unlawfully in a manner likely to 
injure the plaintiff. 

The definition of the tort did not 
suggest that those who formed it 
had the immunity given to partici¬ 
pants in legal proceedings in mind. 

The point as to whether, where 
malicious prosecution could not 
succeed because there was reason¬ 
able and probable cause for the 
prosecution, the remedy for mis¬ 
feasance in a public office was 


available if majice was alleged, 
was rejected in McDonagh v 
Commissioner of Mice of ihe 
Metropolis (The Times December 
29.19S9) and in Silcott v Commis¬ 
sioner of Police of the Metropolis 
[The Times July 9.199o|- 

in Silcotrs case, which was also 
a strike-out application, the plead¬ 
ing had to be approached on the 
baas that police officere had 
manufactured-a false record of 
interview in nrder to convict the 
plaintiff. 

The conviction obtained had 
been quashed, and while malicious 
prosecution was pleaded in the 
dvil action, the strikeout con¬ 
cerned an attempt to avoid die 
requirements of the tort of ma¬ 
licious prosecution by pleading the 
case as misfeasance in a public 
office or conspiracy to prevent the 
administration of public justice. 

Under those tons the plaintiff 
would not have to satisfy the court 
that there hod been no reasonable 
and probable cause for the 
prosecution. 

The court there found that the 
immunity covered the investiga¬ 
tory process, and that the alleged 
fabrication was part of that pro¬ 
cess. albeit an illegitimate pan for 
which (he officers were open to 
criminal prosecution. Bur the court 
held that the immunity covered 
them. 

The court was here faced with 
the same issue identified in 
Silcott's case, but on different 


fads. His Lordship look (he law to 
be as there summarised by Lord 
Justice Simon Brown. 

The important principle was 
that the immunity rule applied in 
criminal proceedings only where 
the conduct could fairly be said to 
be pan of the process of investigat¬ 
ing a crime with a view w 
prosecution. 

In Silcott. misfeasance in public 
office was rightly held not to be - 
available where the immunity 
principle was in play as it dearly 
was in the present case. 

The plaintiffs could not succeed 
in an action for malicious prosecu: 
tion because there was reasonable 
and probable cause for their 
prosecution and they had been 
convicted, and it would be wrong 
to ignore those inconveniences and 
anifirially to isolate bail decisions 
from all the other decisions in the 
investigation and prosecution in 
order to bring a dvil action based 
on misfeasance in public office, or 
as in Silcotrs case, a conspiracy to 
pervert the administration of dvil 
justice. 

Accordingly, his Lordship was 
satisfied that the immunity rule 
applied because the bail decisions 
were pan of the process of in¬ 
vestigation of crime with a view to 
prosecution. 

Lord Justice Aldous and Sir 
Christopher Staughlon agreed. 

Solicitors: George Jonas & Co, 
Birmingham: Browne Jacobson. 
Nottingham. 


Docker and Others v Chief 
Constable of West Midlands 
Police 

Before Lord Justice Milleti, Lord 
Justice Auld and Lord Justice 
Schiemann 
judgment March 24] 

The rule of law which, save in 
cases of alleged abuse of process, 
provided for absolute immunity 
from dvil anion in resped of 
things said or done in the course of 
a judicial process, extended to 
conduct which amid fairly be said 
to be part of the investigatory and 
preparatory process of investigat¬ 
ing a crime or possible crime with 
a view to the possible prosecution 
of the matter investigated. 

The Cburt of Appeal so held in a 
reserved judgment, dismissing an 
appeal by the plaintiffs. David 
Stanley Docker. Albert Head. Wil¬ 
liam Rea Lamoni, Steven Rhodes, 
John Clark and Winslow Tyrone 
Parsons, against the outer of Mr 
Justice Kay on September 27.1996 
striking out their action for dam¬ 
ages against the defendant, the 
Chief Constable of West Midlands 
Mice, for conspiracy to injure and 
misfeasance in public office in 
connection with the preparation 
and alleged fabrication of evidence 
by police officers in unsuccessful 
criminal proceedings against the 
plaintiffs. There was no claim for 
malicious prosecution. 

Mr Alan Newman. QC and Mr 
Paul Spencer for the plaintiffs: Mr 


Michael Austin-Smith. QC and 
Mr Daniel Janntr for the 
defendant. 

LORD JUSTICE AULD said 
that the appeal concerned the 
breadth of the rule oflaw which, 
save in actions for an alleged abuse 
of the process of the court, pro¬ 
vided absolute immunity from 
dvil action in respect of things said 
or done, even if falsely and 
maliciously and without reason¬ 
able or probable cause, in the 
course of a judicial process. 

In particular, the question for 
decision was whether the immu¬ 
nity extended to conduct in 
preparation for judicial proceed¬ 
ings earlier rind other than the 
making of witness statements or ' 
proofs or evidence. 

The rule of immuniiy was of 
considerable antiquity, but the 
starting point for modem judicial 
discussion of it was the statement 
of sir Rtzroy Kelly. Chief Baron, 
Court of Exchequer, in Dawkins v 
Lard Rokcby ai873| LR 3 QB 25. 
264: "... no action lies against 
parties or witnesses for anything 
said or done, although falsely and 
maliciously and without any 
reasonable or probable cause, in 
the ordinary course of any 
proceeding in a court of justice". 

There were two public policy 
reasons for the rule: 

First, to enable and encourage 
persons to assist die course of 
justice without fear of exposing 
themselves to Litigation: and 


New traffic impact analysis reasonable 


Regina v Cardiff County 
Council, Ex parte Sears 
Group Properties lid 

Before Mr Justice Camwath 
[Judgment March 131 
it was not perverse for a new 
highway authority to request an 
updated traffic impact analysis for 
consideration before finally decid¬ 
ing whether it would authorise a 
highway improvement agreement 
under section 278 of the Highways 
Art 1980 which had already been 
approved by its predecessor high¬ 
way authority and which related to 
a planning permission granted 
some five years earlier. 

Mr Justice Camwath. sitting as 
an additional judge of the Queen's 
Bench Division, so held when 
dismissing an application by Sears 
Group Properties Ltd for judicial 
review of the decision of Cardiff 
County Council on January 16. 
1997 to withhold authority to enter 
into a highway improvement 
agreement under section 278 of the 
1980 Act in relation to a planning 
permission granted in April 1993 
until an updated traffic impact 
analysis bad been submitted and 
considered further by the highway 
and transportation committee of 


the county coundL The applicant 
had applied to Cardiff City Council 
for planning permission in Janu¬ 
ary 1993. Certain highway 
improvement works were required 
and South Glamorgan County 
CoundL the relevant highway 
authority at that time, having 
requested a traffic impact study, 
hod indicated that it had no 
objection to entering into a section 
278 agreement with the applicant 

The permission was granted in 
April 1993 and South Glamorgan 
County Council approved the pro¬ 
posed highway scheme in 1995. 

In April 19%, there was a 
reorganisation of local govern¬ 
ment in Wales and Ihe responsibil¬ 
ities of (be South Glamorgan 
Council passed to Cardiff County 
Council. 

Although a report commis¬ 
sioned by Cardiff County Council 
recommended that it enter into all 
section Z78 agreements which had 
teen approved by the South 
Glamorgan Council. Cardiff 
County Council resolved in June 
1007 to withhold its authority for 
the applicant’s proposed scheme 
until an updated traffic impact 
analysis had been submitted and 
considered further. 


Mr William Hicks, QC and Mr 
Russell Harris for the applicant: 
Mr Timothy Strakcr. QC and Miss 
Harriet Murray for the council. 

MR JUSTICE CARNWATH 
said that where a formal derision 
had been made by a county counrif 
in relation to subject matter affect¬ 
ing private rights, that derision 
would be considered binding un¬ 
less and until there had been some 
change which undermined the 
foundation of the original derision: 
see. for example. R v Secretary of 
State for the Home Department. 
fir parte Danaei (The Times 
January 3,1998). 

The question as to whether there 
was sufficient change or circum¬ 
stances justifying departure from 
the decision was normally for the 
authority to deride and was subject 
to challenge on Wednesbury 
grounds of reasonableness 01948] I 
KB 223). 

In the present context one had to 
observe the theoretical issue about 
ihe relation between planning and 
highway legislation, the Highways 
Act 1980 being adjunct to the 
planning process: R v Warwick¬ 
shire County Counal. Ex parte 
Powergen pic f The Times October 
10.1997). 


Since a grant of planning per¬ 
mission was in the nature of a 
vested right which could only be 
taken away if compensation were 
given, where a highway authority 
was considering whether there 
had been a change o f dreum- 
stances in relation to a proposed 
section 278 agreement an im¬ 
portant factor to weigh in the 
balance was that in departing from 
its original stance, it would be 
nullifying that right without 
compensation: there was therefore 
a strong presumption to respect 
the permission. 

In the present case, what the 
highway authority had resolved to 
do was not to reject the agreement 
outright but to request an updated 
traffic analysis: that was prima 
fade reasonable because there had 
been a lapse of four years and 
changing traffic conditions. 

His Lordship found it impos¬ 
sible to say that it was wholly 
perverse to want to look again at 
the issue as it affected the site given 
the changes which had occurred 
since the grant of the permission in 
1993. 

Solicitors: Ticmuss Sainer 
Dechert; Collyer-Bristow for Ms 
Diane Bevan. Cardiff. 


Second, to avoid re4itigation by 
subsequent collateral challenge.. 

The authorities relied on m 
formulating the rule 
cases in whidh the immunity was 
upheld in the case of die written 
word before the proceeding in 

court as weU as the spoken word m 

thecDiirseof iL 

It was plain, therefore, having 
regard both to the facts of the case 
and the authorities relied on that 
the Chief Baron included in anj^ 
thing said or done ■■■ 
ordinary course of any proceed* 
ing” written statements, affidavits 
and the like prepared beforehand 
and for evidential use in the 
proceeding. J 

Mr Newman submitted that Mr 
Justice Drake in Evans v London 
Hospital Medical College 
(University of London) Q198l| l 
WLR 184)’ and Lord Justice Simon 
Brown in Silcott v Commissioner 
of Police of the Metropolis (The 
Times July 9.199& (19%) 8 Adnun 
LR 633) had wrongly eaatded the 
law by including in the immunity 
statements or reports and acts 
failing short of witness statements 
and merely preparatory to the 
making of them. 

In Evans Mr Justice Drake, 
relying on the Court of Appeal 
decision in Marrinan v Vibart 
((19631 I QB 528). held that post 
mortem reports and other written 
statements of a preparatory nature 
to the making of formal witness 
statements for the purpose of 
consideration of criminal proceed¬ 
ings were as immune from action 
as such witness statements or 
evidence given pursuant to them. 

He said (at p!92k “... the words 
used... in Marrinan v Vibart... 
that immunity protects witnesses 
in their evidence before the court 
and in the preparation of the 
evidence which is to be given, cover 

and were intended to cover the 
collection and analysis of material 
relevant to the offence or possible 
oBence under investigation, and 
were not intended merely to cover 
the preparation of the witness’s 
formal statement or proof of 
evidence ... the protection exists 
only where the statement or con¬ 
duct is such that it can fairly be 
to be part of the process of 
investigating a crime or a possible 
crime with a view to a prosecution 
or possible prosecution in respect 
Of the matter being investigated.” 

The Court of Appeal adopted 
that test in Silcott where Lord 
Justice Simon Brown had said (at 
p640): “Protection must extend to 
the preparation of evidence equafiy 
as to its preparation... Mr Justice 
Drake was correct in Ewz/ts to have 
held that the immunity covers all 
conduct that can fairly be said to be 
part of the investigatory and. I 
would add, preparatory process." 

Mr Newman submitted that Mr 
Justice Drake stated and extended 
the immunity rule too widely by 
applying it to the collection of 


evidence and 


SSiBi^nY adoption ojfit was 
Sand wrong. He robnuttod 
that the rule was a^edm the 
case of a witness to the givrng of 
evidence or conduct 
proximate to it- such as the writing 
of a witness statement. 

Mr Austin-Smith 

the reasoning w Ewns and Mkott 
was a logical application of the 

authority and that the latter de¬ 
cision was binding on the court 
He submitted that the^ e .P[°P' 
erly included the investigation of 

crime and the prepara W mm- 

inal process, by virtue of the same 
public policy reasons giving nse to 
it and its development over ihe 
centuries. 

Conclusions 

If the immunity role was to be 
true to the public policy reasons for 
iL there was no logical basis for 

distinguishing between making 
witness statements and investiga. 
lion and other preparatory conduct 
with a view to making ihon- 

There might wd! be a line¬ 
drawing exercise on the ground of 
remoteness, for example where at 
the time the conduct in question 
occurred there were no proceed¬ 
ings in being or realistically 
contemplated, or where the ron- 
duct was not a step in a judicial 
process. But the presort case was 
in neither category. 

There might well also be a line- 
drawing exercise in determining 
“whether the conduct in question 
might reasonably be said to be part 
of the investigation or- other 
preparation for proceedings. 

His Lordship referred to Roy v 
Prior (119711 AC 470): Lincoln v 
Daniels 01962] I QB 237): and Saif 
Ati v Sidney Mitchell (i Co 
AC 198). 

He continued that it was un¬ 
doubtedly a factor in determining 
where die tine should be drawn 
that the conduct in question was 
temporally and/or in subject mat¬ 
ter remote from any contemplated 
judicial process. Also of relevance 
in identifying the boundary of the 
rule in particular circumstances 
were the words of Lord WQber- 
force in Saif AH (at pp2l 4-215). 

Lord Justice Simon Brown bad 
not exteaded the inununity rule in 
Silcott. His inclusion in the immu¬ 
nity of investigatory acts for the 
purpose of projected or contem¬ 
plated judicial process was a 
correct statement of it by reference 
to authority, in particular 
Marrinan v Vibart. and to its 
public policy purpose. 

The addition of the word 
"preparatory" added nothing to 
“investigation". The ruling in 
Silcon was not obiter. It was 
simply an application of a general 
role to particular facts. 

Lord Justice Milled: and Lord 
Justice Schiemann agreed. 

Solicitors: Timms. Swadlincote: 
Mr J. M. Kilbey. Birmingham. 
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At last, a house that runs itself 


Big ccnpanies 
are bilding 
theaome 
of the future, 
remits 

Rack! Kelly 


T he ‘house of the 
furie” is a phrase so 
steeed in hype and 
falspromise that it is 
almost mearngless. But reali¬ 
ty is finaih replacing myth. 
Some big JtisebuOders are 
putting the spades where 
their moult’are and for the 
first rime re building sci-fi 
futuristic hoses. 

Though te technology for 
many cltares already exists, 
until now there has been 
widesprea conservatism. 
Housebuilers are perhaps 
mindful ofne cautionary tie 
of Microso’s Bill Gates, who 
returned ce evening ro his 
high-tech irer-active house 
and found:hat he could not 
turn off thcpgantic screen on 
his bedrocw wall. 

The exaserated American 
muldmillioaire resorted to 
throwing Is expensive bed 
clothes overt¬ 
urn a nes computer system 
dubbed Zntjer. an acronym 
for intelligei and green, looks 
likely to cfcnge theory into 
reality. Theystem integrates 
the home’s Jectrica! system 
with one maer computer. At 
the flick ofa switch or by 
dialling a tv numbers on 
your mobile 'heme you could 
program you house to secure 
the locks, day the heating, 
even draw te curtains and 
record Brookde. 

Twleve courQs in the Uni¬ 
ted Kingdonun? combining 
such features/ith other tried 
and tested eergy efficient 
building metfiis. In essence, 
computer wizrdry is being 
added to existg energy eff¬ 
icient houses. Such features 
include a grey-afer recycling 
system that Sirs and reuses 
waste water, wch is expected 
to reduce the verage water 
bill by at least) per cent 
Pilot schem in Harlow, 
West Bromwic North Wilt¬ 
shire. Swanseand Belfast are 
planned oventhe next 18 
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The future has arrived: the inside of Brackley Lodge, Northamptonshire, a listed property, will be transformed by cutting-edge technology 


months. Nicholas Thompson, 
the project leader at Integer, 
predicts that two pilot projects 
each of 20 Integer homes will 
be built next year and possible 
several hundred in the next 
two years. Integer is part of the 
consortium contracted to build 
the Greenwich millen¬ 
nium village. 

The Integer approach is 
combined with existing char¬ 
acteristics of energy efficient 
homes in Swansea by the 
Gwalia housing association. 
Houses are south-facing and a 
double or even triple-glazed 
conservatory, made of special 
glass, captures maximum so¬ 
lar power. 

A mechanical ventilation 
system then redistributes tins 
heat, with warmth from the 
bathroom and kitchen, to cold¬ 
er parts of the house. 

One woman resident who 
phoned the council this winter 
to complain that her boiler 
was broken was surprised to 
find, on inspection, that it had 
in fact been out of order for the 
past six months. Heat pro¬ 


duced by electrical appliances 
within the house combined 
with human body warmth as 
well as that from the sun. had 
provided enough power to 
heat the home well into toe 
winter period. 

Mary McKeown, the re¬ 
search architect for the North¬ 
ern Ireland Housing Exec- 


dwellings adjacent to the 
nominated site. 

Birmingham City Council is 
another of the 12 councils to 
have expressed keen interest 
in Integer. A council official 
said that sites were being 
selected for Integer so that 
feasibility' studies could be 
carried out 


A portable notebook computer allows 
immediate control over TV, hi-fi, 
lighting, temperature and security 


utive. expects to begin build¬ 
ing Integer houses next year. 

She says; “The devel¬ 
opments wiU not look quite 
like the glossy pictures. Inte¬ 
ger has set the broad parame¬ 
ters. for the houses’ design but 
individual details have to be 
discussed and tweaked for 
each particular site.” 

A joint venture is to be 
negotiated with the other 
housing associations that own 


All the councils caution that 
Integer houses must prove 
their worth. Ms McKeown 
says; “Intelligent systems have 
to be flexible. The house must 
be able to prioritise security or 
health management in accor¬ 
dance with the needs of differ¬ 
ent residents." 

A second company based 
in Cirencester is also to 
build intelligent homes spe¬ 
cifically for old people. Mul- 


lion Developments boasts that 
hs intelligent homes can be 
created out of historic listed 
buildings as well as built from 
scratch. 

These claims have been 
borne out by Mullion's ven¬ 
ture in the Northamptonshire 
market town of Brackley. 
Brackley Lodge, which in¬ 
cludes Georgian and mid- 
Victorian axtiiiiecture. is a 
listed site and some of the 
buildings due for conversion 
are Grade 11*. Yet though the 
building’s exteriors will stay 
the same, cutting-edge tech¬ 
nology will transform the inte¬ 
riors. 

At the centre of these homes 
is the Smart Room. This can 
be a home office, art and craft 
studio, den or guest suite. 
Many of the room finings are 
movable, and behind one of 
the walls is a dropdown bed. 
Also contained within is the 
control panel for the house's 
systems. This and a portable 
notebook, computer allow the 
homeowner immediate con¬ 
trol over TV. hi-fi. lighting. 


temperature and security'. 

But does one smart room an 
intelligent house make? There 
are ergonomically planned 
bathrooms and Neff-designed 
kitchens thar add surface 
gloss, but it is the infrastruc¬ 
ture that is really clever. The 
design anticipates wheelchair 
use and space has been pre¬ 
pared to accommodate a lift if 
required. 

Michael McCarthy, the 
managing director of Mullion. 
calls for a “more cerebral, 
holistic approach to housing” 

And with other plans includ¬ 
ing the conversion of a stud 
farm in Bibury. Gloucester¬ 
shire (which William Morris 
described as the most beauti¬ 
ful village in England), Mul- 
iion is offering a way to retain 
our past while embracing the 
future. 

Eight Mullion homes, rang¬ 
ing in floor space from 2^00 to 
2.900 square feet, will cost 
somewhere in the region of 
£380.000 each. 

•Additional research by Agnes 
Bell 
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Adam Barnard on an old enemy 

A new cure 
for dry rot? 

H oards of Serpula making them damp and 
laaymans spores, airless — provide an ideal 
more commonly atmosphere for cultivating 


H oards of Serpula 
lactymans spores, 
more commonly 
known as dry rot. were 
found in foe timber of 
Windsor Castle a few yean 
ago. The Queen need worry 
no more. 

A British scientist has 
emerged from a six-year 
search in the heart of India 
claiming to have found the 
source of the fungus that 
causes dry rot, and a natu¬ 
ral. chemical-free cure in 
the process¬ 
or Jagjit Singh, a micro- 
logisl with Oscar Faber 
Consulting Engineers, 
says: “The British climate is 
not naturally suitable for 
the spores. But under cer¬ 
tain conditions they survive 
here. If you know your 
enemy arid understand its 
biology then you 
can change its 
environment to 
fight iL 

“Dry rot has 
been around for 
hundreds of 
years but it has 
not always been 
here. It first 
turned up on 
buildings in foe 
18th century and 
most of these Dry ro 

were construct¬ 
ed from Himalayan wood. 
In those days logs were 
floated down foe Ganges to 
Calcutta, where they lay in 
the docks for months. The 
damp conditions were per¬ 
fect for dry rot” 

Hence foe trip to India. 
Dr Singh found fungti in 
the wild which genetic test¬ 
ing has shown to be identi¬ 
cal to spores in England. 

He says: “The fundamen¬ 
tal result of our experi¬ 
ments was foe discovery 
that you get dry rot only if 
moisture levels in your 
timbers are between 20 and 
30 per cent-" 

The Empty Homes Agen¬ 
cy says there are 767,000 
vacant properties in Eng¬ 
land and Wales. Abandon¬ 
ed buildings — which have 
often been left boarded up 


Dry rot danger 


making them damp and 
airless — proride an ideal 
atmosphere for cultivating 
spears from foe fungus, 
which some exports say 
cause more than £400 mil¬ 
lion damage a year. 

Oloter properties have 
traditionally been most at 
risk: p*xst victims include 
the hom£ of the Lord May¬ 
or of London, foe Mount- 
batten family seat of 
Broadlands .in Hampshire 
and Brighton Pavilion and 
even HMS Victory. Lord 
Nelson’s flagsiVp. 

The solution to simply to 
identify foe cauuse of the 
moisture. It migh t .be a leak, 
faulty plumbing or rising 
. damp Dr Sing-h says 
“Spend your money *on rec¬ 
tifying foe problem, uot on 
chemicals, which are abra¬ 
sive and. as- well 
as being expe¬ 
nsive, can dam¬ 
age homes. A de- 
humidifier can 
also help.” Once 
foe conditions 
are removed, the 
dry rot will die. 
he claims. 

But doubts 
have been aired. 
Ron Wilde, a 
danger chemical consul¬ 
tant with foe 
Building Research Estab¬ 
lishment. says he is uncon¬ 
vinced that the days of 
chemical treatment are 
over. The daira, he says, is 
exaggerated. 

This is not the first time 
that scientists have pro¬ 
posed mirade solutions to 
this old nuisance. In 1992 a 
Swedish expert claimed 
that pigs could sniff out dry 
rot An army of house- 
trained porcines was 
assembled. 

T wo labradors came 
leaping to foe rescue 
of Windsor Castle. 
Their keen sense of smell 
was used to isolate patches 
of dry rot before foe chem¬ 
ists came in. 

The corgis, one assumes. 
kept their distance. 
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E39Qnm. 0171 221 BOgg home, a adaettoa o£MaI oatat * 


C390pw. 0171 331 8055 iwa,aaaUcM im ag»a ^aa«ai> 

w *-“* Oat seMUNk iff efio"4^7*1I?M 19. m 

n *-• Willi . D1TV 
0171 379 5 100_ E a i apaam- 34397 Ko otpa U Wr SPAIN 


PORTUGAL 





W1 BkHImm Sl U&u 3 n»- 
tdoat BA flttar 2 M apan- 
maat cln a r To n wo h am O 14. 
Vltwu« HO- g mwMwl 
ova sac am 4&s 2494 


vn/wmaKfrn<uomi 
IS bad Omo, skOROoaa 
boat C20OW. 0171 4347 




DORDOGKE 
HEAR BBKERAC 


M MW Kip 2 bad; 


^ PROPERTY WANTED 


««si*CTW 


«? &} 


tvle 





LAHCASTBI OAI W2 StfUah 1 
' la 9mA £245 
221 9044 



NM isb eon 
Mom and 3 » mm i 
caanatt. 4 wnw P ■a**, 
M9lXain.MynMa 
faoi mma . 

wBtd esnm ■■ 2 tea 

SShm. Oh aAfl « Ml a€ 
AH nMlm 

£ 2 * 8,000 

T«fc UB3 SS3 57 85 26 

VWETARD PROPERTY 
1m Soob West Fraace 

MU 99*8 Mdfcn. mpna » 
■cm, K into «44« 

camir, cm n sttmrt. A 
Mw InbML SOubmM 


£298,000 
Par tnctn a* 
9BS3 513 57 1« 63 


PORTUGAL 


MAMW Vdt do late, Batata 
do Uao 3 aonoandbi^, VQa 
Soi »a temi to O rff, hnuf 
vUlaa 3 Li pa umwnf now t 
ta—l a 1 * i Im i» Pmpta ty lawwa- 
iloaal 01428 778341_ 


SPAIN 


COSTA (ML SOL doom tea ] 


u a f .n fimir . golf * teasaaad 


InL 01428 778341 _ 

COUNTY HOMEBCARCH rfll tm 


| FRANCE ■ _ 

FRENCH PROPJEKXX 
EXHIBITION .ssssj. 

8TH, 9TH, 10TH MAY 1998 

F1U. 1100 AM TO fcOO PM. SAI IftO# AM TO 6€0 ni SUN. 10BD AH TOMO FM 
PAVOKWS OF HARROGATE. G REA T YORXSfflKB_ 
SHOWGROUNDS, HARROCAJE. Nt HUTH YORKSHIRE 

«im«iMMSGSTAMrp^mfn»gWteBggwT£iS£^ 




_ a PoimiaA*- 

r~^MMCe V PLOMOA •'OYPItUS 

.(MAMCe-FL^ mlMa ^o 

4NABT BALEARIC 18LANOS 
* ^CWBBSEA** • USA - «B 
• TT * EC m pLUS MUCH MORE 

• LEGAL AOVtCE » FINANCE 

* LCB ~ m Fi_tGHTS m BOOKS 




com Da Sot Mamefe b SotogmlB. 
QsnStuM «asBUookaS Jayfo. 
Cosofttaa lamUKbycMan. 
B«1£MCS uoorcs ana Uemra. 
Postuoju. Qci homes on Bw teacti 
IMi, Cwreu and ftwes 
Press torn mm -rWflMton 


Utaratorat vU W 553 6264 
mxUCt&snomesOdsipif&Jtm 


Bp IM JCITB mWcrfd Of p TOP- ; 
atty. (STS tegai iiTiiimi 
MWtT •ham. 01B1 548 POtM | 


j SPAIN _ 

I CAUEAUcnmtalhStedlbi 
abrit (nutated. Pot nkk 
| aalai O9S00. 01344 291B96 
I (May 0171 937 4377 fOepL 
COSTA DfL SOL IUm to 
Bocogomda UB gttr Mi imfimil 





I.l 

'13 4. • *Ti' T1 


GOLDEN MILE MARBELLA 

Exclusive luxury townhouses. Ftnul 
sales 1st phase, reservations 2nd phase. 
Directly from promoters. 
Contact Samantha 

TeL 0034 95 282 6044 Fax. 95 286 6511 


SPECTACULAR PROPERTIES 

EAGLES VILLAGE 

LA QUINTA GOLF* COUNTRY CLUB MARBELLA 
Only £98J92 - £136312 Freehold 

Twlw Sea A »■—la I Matn Ww aa VJ«te I Owriookat* Km 
Pmtrvwj / 27 Hales CTn aapfa roMp Gtef / 200 wees a> 
CUOBOCSZ (Bar f Bmau / Gotmnei fefiaoa / L neitgr . f 
Toncc) I EvWMaM (45 arial) GMtar (duly ftre) ft Mate®* 
Airports/Bon InBeaefc Qdt (5 mart. Iteofto >mi ifl W 
/ PrtKShop. SjfaA. Swimafag. Hgl ft ft Bc M g Ctafa / Octt 
Asa/Sem / Team* / NmbA|. Wamapom. Suppa*. B*t». 

Wfte-Ufc - an aoarfjy- Marble floara. alt^oM 
(AOrt. fifty ■pptorad Uktafa atatetetowaa, teoacea. SM 


, , , „ ■-— ■ ..a bn Orx Golf Qub 

iaebuted. Up » W* Mortvp* («U A rmn 


COMEOW A TWBOaW P PlS’SCTr OWFLICagT 

TEL MOWHH2I3 605543 (24 hours) 

t^otaade UK-TH-»44i273 605543 Par-041273 73S473 


THE 24 CARAT HALLMARK 
ON MARBELLA S 
GOLDEN MILE_ 


Madu P®na Room U a me emtmas to li» in > dcudopaMi 
set fa adxrin:cfa*WM*fc patlais. Od ibebc3difimlrt«tta 
MyWIa and PngttBafe.it a adjacent to ihcfmOBS 
; By fl&rjPuatE ttaaona aodihcMaioto Sanaa IhauCMt 
He fineii nawMshne hew aednid ewy aR£uoe k walled a 
naie life a pkasort MiroPbatfcKaBianoatooSaSIBifflerf 
atri p- Ibai tmldflftigaBvBoarboteUiill mate Maratfae 
Bnaano a Brfqne “U cam" dndqoOL 

PORSffORMAJKW PLEASE CALL 
(UK)Td; 01817S4 8696 Ktfr 

(SPAIN) Tel: 00 34-95 282 5852 ESpfll . 

EUL 0034 952826406 HAMM PC&ntIUUn 


PROPERTY 


CENTRAL LONDON 


oatc+%. Pile — f Howy La e 
01428 778841 


Lettings 

Directory 


Bnraes- 0181748 7733 KesabtgtoB-0171937 7260 

Batteraea-W71924 3344 little Voice-017! 266 2369 
Oebn- 0171589 4585 IVfry&ir-0171629 4513 

CUsviek-lia7471133 NotttogHB-017122135» 
FbW 01717313IU Ptofico- 0171834 9996 
Hampstead- 01717941125 Patecy- 0181788 4551 

HydePnk-0171 262 5060 Tower Bridge- 0171357 6911 
. WimbledonVBsge 0181879 7922 


SLOANS AVENUE: 73 Stosne Avenue. London SWT 3OH 
Tel: 0171 S84 S333 Pax: OI71 584 1054 
UVDe PA3UL 23 AArfoa Sow. LaaPao W2 2AS 
Tel: 0171 a&2 Z226 Fax: 0171 362 1166 
TOWER BRIDGE: 3 Ookuford Street. London SEI 2KE 
Tel: 0171 407 3669 Raw 0171 407 4479 
ST IOHNS WOOD: 25 St Joint Wood Putt. London NW8 6QR 
Tel: 0171 483 2972 Pax. 0171 722 I2S7 
BUTLERS WBARFi 36 Stud Ttunae^ London SEI 2YE 
TcLOI7I 403 6604 Fax: OI7I 4074479 
SURREY QUAYS: 303 Rtahertlitbe Street, London SEI6 lBY 
Tofc OI7J 237 7575 fta: 0»71 33 7 787B 



Association of Residential Letting Agents 

i Provides financial security throngh a 
clients money bonding scheme 

8 Sets strict criteria for membership and 
operates a stringent code oT practice 

8 Provides extensive training for members 
and promotes high management 
standards 

8 The voice of foe private rented sector 
influencing government policy,and 
legislation _ 

I Over 1,300 member offices covering the 
whole of the UK through 21 regional 
branches 

9 The only professional body dedicated 
solely to the residential lettings market 



Association of Residential Letting Agents 


CHELSEA OFFICE 

Contact: 

Catherine Cockcroft 
Sophie Moore 
Sam van Dyk 

440 Kings Road, Chelsea SW100LH 
Fax; 017] 352 1639 

0171 351 2383 

E-mail: c^xx&ooftOayicsfanLcom 

KENSINGTON OFFICE 

Contact: 

Beth Cook 

103 Kensington Church Street, Kensington W8 7LN 
Bar 0171 727 6665 

°l 2X2SZMP 


6 Sloane Street, London SW1X 9LF 
' Fax: 0171235 1173 

0171235 9641 


EWGAPP 


CtnUHi 

Tracey Cnmiiliiy 
KalaApn* 
or NIedIb Pnhrer 
SHHIgaUSt 
London W 8 7SP 
TeL- 0171343 0M4 
Fui 017172775*0 


BIRCH & CO 

18 Jermyn Street 
London 
SWIY6HP 

Td: 0171734 7432 
FacMTl 4394742. 


293 Brampton Road 
London SW3 2DZ 
Tel: 01712250814 
Fax: 0171 581 0720 


SCOTTS (KENSINGTON) 
LTD 

1C* Stratford Road 
Loadoa WS6RP 
TeL-6171 937 9976 
Fax: 0171938 3810 



eatnUL ESTATES IfTTMOB , 
7S Wipnttw Shwat 
London W7H9LH 
Tot 0171 2243773 
! FtaJC 0171 224 0033 
| BfltaOhnlngiScmUal 
—t a foaft omgtu8o.uk 


[iRONSIDESj 

34 Beooduunp Place 
Xnighisbridge 
London 
SW3 1NU 

0171 581 5877 


NORTHLONDON 


COSWAY 

ESTATE OFFICES 


135/137 The Broadway 
Mm Hm dr at 
London NW7 4TO 
TeL 0181 959 00U 
Fax; 0181 939 323S 

COPPING 

JOYCE 

196 Shaftesbury Ave 
London WC2 
Tel: 01718362888 
Fax: 0171497 9240 

SOUTH LONDON 


361 FoRuan Psdaca Road, 

l4tadM,SW<m 
Tal: 01717311333 
F*c 0172 731 4667 

UBdtomltsMl 

Loodoo SWI77EC 
Tai: 0181 6S2 3121 

Fax; OOT <82 0089 


DOCKLANDS 


212 IWer Bridge Said. 
Iftndon S£l 2UP 

Tdabont: 
0171407 2790 
OLlWatadfo;/ 
to71407 3275 
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MARATHON 


THE TIMES WEDNESDAY APRIL£1998 




FLORA LONDON MARATHON 









Runners up to 4 hours, 5 minutes, 36 se 


EDS 


JGS? s sm 


03:41:54- C 
M McAuley 
:55; M 


03:41755; D « 

E^i ; 03:4hf| i - nS 

03:41:5 

T^onoa^o^BEJsSnol&L 


03^45 03:42:01; J Gaade 

*4®>WBSU 

Adams 03-.42-O2- i. 


A Arvedsen 


P Collins 


S. M cKay 


m 'otfitTcW J 
v»gi *» 

Ban% •savins 


Finney 03:42:14: M _ T»ler 
Slieehan 03*2: li&D 


WlUls 03:42:16; G sSr 

oji«:!8js&vS°®K,<lrag 

mAjHata* 

T Allman 03:42:17; D King 
03:42:17: S Smith 03:42:18; 
Candolfi 03:42:18; N eartam 
03:42:18: G Svahn 03:42:18; N 
God et 03:42:19: RGreen 03 >42:19; 
A Orme 03:42:19; H Stoate 
03:42:19: J Blackwood 03*2:19; D 
DurUng 03:4230; K Benton 
03:42:20: C Llttlewood 03:4221; M 
watts 03:4221: M Heflfeman 
03:42:21; A McNaim 03:4221; D 
Nicholson 03:42:21; A Mayor 
03:4221; P Dewhurst 03:4232; A 
Wehllng 03:4222; J Arnold 
03:4222; G MCAllan 03:4223; S 
signonnd 03:42:23: D Bertrane 

03:4224; T Kelly 03- 

Bowley 03:4224; A 1 
03:42:24: N Holmes 03~<-~«. « 
Hills 03:4225; K Lawrence 
03:42:25; R Dawson 03:4226; P 
Blatch 03:4227. 


7201 T H&Ughton 03:4227; 5 
Brown 03:4227: S Doyle 03:4228; 
R Beales 03:4228; R Felllneham 
03:42:29: P Lawton 03:4229; A- 
Sutherland 03:4229; P Miner 
03:42:29: A Jones 03:4229: G 
Marson 03:4229; S Podmore 
03:4229; O Nyfeler 03:4220; E 
Losekoot 03:4220; P FTindle 
03:4221; C Mainland 03:4221; J 
Garrod 03:42:32; K Hodges 
03:4222: J Geolier 03:4223: M 
vessey 03:4223; L Hanachowtcr 
03:4223; L Norley mua-Ms r. 


03:4223; L Norley 03:4223; G 
Pratt 03:4223; P Van Honste 


03:42:34: P Clewlow 03:4224: J 
Gurr 03:4224; P Davies 03:4224: 
C Cooksey 03:4224; S Askew 
03:4225; M Joyce 03:4225; A 
Murdoch 03:42-25; J Choulerton 
03:4225: T Jackson 03:4226; C 
Blackburn 03:4226; R Cox 


03:4227: M Hughes 03:4227; K 
Hale 03:4227: S^FIsher 03:42:37; 


M Beverton 03:4227; N Bateman 
03:42:37; R Worth 03:4228; D 
Farquharson 03:42:38; G 
Kuebenjwa 03:4228:1 Robertson 
034229; A Thomas 03:42:39; D 
Spencer 03:42:39: P GO Christ 
0542:40; L Lear 03:42:40: G 

Powell 03:42:41; J Powell 
03:42:42; F Croce 03:42:42; C 
Hutcheson 03:42:42; M Jones 
03:42:42: J Undstiom 03:4242: N 
Fletcher 034242: M Gab 
0342:43; M O'Keeffe 03:42:43: 
Vaughan 034243: G Gaddum 

03:42:43; R Simon 0342:43; P 

Morris 03:42:44: J Dale03:42:44; R 
Smith 03:42:45; H Steiner 
03:42:45; M Larter 03:42:45; J 
Lethaby 034245; R wuklnson 
03:42:45; S Cade 03:42:45: R 

Brumby 034246; M Verga 
0342:46; A Warren 03:4246: P 
Wallace 034247: M Alker 
034248: M Goff 0342:48: D 
George 03:42:48; T Widdows 
0342:49: S Bradshaw 03:4249: V 
Pastor 034249: D Bray 03:42:49; 
R Clark 0342:49; K Berger 
03:4249: J Bowles 03:42:50: R 
Windsor 03:42:50; C Cameron 
03:42:50: R Newman 03:42:51: S 
John 03:42:51: D Dawson 
03:42:51; K Stoten 0342:52: G 
Swann 0342:52; G Spaxkes 
03:42:52; S Tramrong 03:4252; D 
Boffy 03:4252: A Hannath 
0342:52; B Turvey 0342:53; N 
Argyle 03:42:53; A Schwalm 
0342:54; A BOO throyd 03:42:54: H 
wverzlhuber 03:4254: d worthy 
03:42:54; S Dyason 03:42:55; D 
Fagan 034255. 


The Times continues today 
its coverage of the results of 
last Sunday’s Flora London 
Maratho n. Ye sterday we 
published 3flR of the finish- 


published ^MK of the finish¬ 
ers names. 

Tomorrow and for the rest 
of this week we will cany the 
remaining results which 
have been provided by EDS, 
official suppliers of comput¬ 
ers to the race. 


I Brisland 03:4457; B Johnson 
03:4457: J Wilding 03:44:37; A 
Ahmet 03:44:38: K knlbb 
03:4438; S Am bridge 0344:38; J 
Lbveday 03:4458; v Kulatunga 
03:4458; C Endersby 03:4439: H 
Tedcastle 03:4439: W Kennedy 
0344:40 H Allen 034440; B 
Davidson 03:44:40; D Kennett 
03:44:40 A Harris 03:44:40; M 
Robinson 03:44:40: W Young 
03:44:40; D Swanson 03:44:40: M 


Grant 03:44:41: J O'Byrne 
03:4441: C Wand 03:44:42; A 
Holah 03:44:42; 


>42; A 
Craxon 


03:4443: R Gillespie 03:44:43; R 
Breen 03:44:43: S Driver 034444: 


S Uzzell 03:44:44: C Harrington 
03:44:44: M Hemmlngs 03:4444; 
p Wright 03:44.-44: L Jones 
03:44:44: K ROOke 0344:44: G 
Hammond 03:44:44; p Angell 
03:44:44; S Snape 03:44:45: P 
Norman 03:4445. 


. E Evans 

HKSSSiiJI 


034143; ?' 
0341 %. f'uwSi . ^ Assmann 

Ahnlen 4 ’ J nf.9?°. n « 034144: M 
D Smith 
034144; P 
P Hamon 
0341:45: J 

v ftjeode'nVift , £'. m , 035 t! !46: 

M«h^ 6: 034^r j* 3 *!***? 

J 03«y.49 

BKMftb 

034i'll ■ i. B 5, rr }, 0341:51; J La 
Par™ 5 nA ^ 

52: v McDald 


7.301 J Richards 03:42:56: N 
Dowie 0342:56; D English 
03:42:56; M Ward 0342:57; F 
Guzman 03:42:57: K Jacob 
0342:57; J Harper 0342:57; * 
Scull ard 0342:57; M Hen 
0342:57: W Jonas 0342:58; _ 
pope 0342:58: H Kemp 0342:58: 
M Rayson 0342:58; M Harper 
03:4258: E Sullivan 0342:58: D 


Diem 03:42:59: P_ Holroj 
03:4259; C Plummer 034239: _ 
Kearns 0343dX); R cl ark 03 43 no: 
c Boutroux 03:43X10: K Hood 
03:43.-01; B Newport 0343X31; P 
Tltchmarsh 03:43X31; L McDonald 
0343.-0I! w withets 0343X32: J 
Stanifoith 03:43:02; C Harris 
0343:02: T Viol 0343X)j; J 
codgny 0343X33; J Wesr03:43X)3; 
M stammers 0343X33; C Ransori 
03:43:03: S Jones 03:43-23; L 


Goidsplnk 03:43X33; K Gartftwalte 
0343X33: A Unpin 0343®3: D 


Haseldlne 03:43:04; Fllff 
0343:04; J Wilton 03:43X34; A 


Hayes 03:43X35: A Dlckman 
0343.-05; A Watson 0343X35; P 
Mesney 03:43X36; 1 Garbutt 

0343X16: S Asman 0343X36; K 
Dauria 0343.07: H Lutoschka 
03:43:07; N CangO 03:43X38: J 
Tougher 0343:08: H Houf 
0343X39; P Wrablewskl 0343:09; 
T Dobson 0343X39; D Kilmurray 
0343:09: D Earl 0343X39: 7 
Hernandez Gomez 0343:10; J 
Dufresne 03:43:10: M Godi 
0343:10: B Taylor 0343:10; A 
Maraver 0343:11; C Homann 
0343:11:S Beswetherick0343:11: 
D Atkinson 03:43:11; D Gee 
03:43:11; L Martin 03:45:12: C 
Michigan 03:43:12: S Taylor 
0343:12; N McMeeldn 0343:12: N 
Cooper 03:43:12; J LUley 0343:13: 
F LI 0343:13; C Foy 03:43:13: D 
Curtis 03:43:13; J Davies 03:43:14: 
J Donnelly 0343:14; C Feenan 
0343:14; R Appen 03:43:14: C 
Landner 03:43:14; R Brading 
0343:14; L Stainer 03:43:15; R 
Clark 03:43:15: J Parkes 03:4 3:15: 
S Crunch Icy 03:43:15: J Lad re 
0343:15: F Hand 03:43:15: P 
Blackwell 03:43:15: P Pay 
03:43:16; P Dean 03:43:16: J Dale 
0343:16; C Meen 03:43:16: P 
Manning 0343:17; R Dfflste 
0343:17T P Welton 03:43:17; T 
Payne 03:43:17: E Hloms 
0343:17; S Hall 03:43:18. 


Wright 03:44.-44: L Jones 
9:44:44: K Rooke 03:44:44: G 


7.701 J Lebedgle 03:44:45: R 
Dickinson 03:4446; d Meaney 
03:44-47; M Moore 03:44:47; R 
Bell 03:44:47; T Quanjer 03:44:48: 
G Hughes 034448: D Baker 
03:4448: S Wilson 034448; S 
Savage 03:44:49: R Thorpe 
03:44:49: M Thomi 0344:50: M 
Williams 03:44^0: C sawyer 

03:44:50; D Hill 03:4450: D 
Thompson 03:44:50; M Spbldi 


Thompson 03:44:50; M 
0344:51: LGroeneweg 
Wright 03:44:51; J 


Hocld 

03:44:51; P Drenrian 0344:51; 
Booth 03:44:51;M Hunt 0344:51: 
P Thomas 03:44Jl; M Mutt 
03:44:52: H Davis 03:44:52; 
Ireland 03:44:53: S Marrow 
03:44:54: P Luksan 03:44:54; M 
Tlckner 03:44:55: B Bowden 
03:44:55: P Spurr 03:44:56; W 
Ring 03:44:56; M Hughes 
03:44:56: E Briggs 03:44:56; S 
Gohlll 03:44:57: M FlSCher- 
Rasmussen 03:44:57; T Saltouros 
03:44:58: R FllSlnger 03:44^8: S 
smith 03:44:58: M Dooley 
03:44:58: M Pate 03:44:58; D Vent 
05.44:59; A Gull ding 03:44:59: M 


7.401 T Parkman 03:43:18: W 
Proud 03:43:18; M Davies 
03:43:19: T Evans 03:43:19: W 


03:45X10; A Impey 03:45:00; J 
Carter 03:45:00-. M ScblaeOi 


Curry 03:43:19; G Mai dm ent 
03:43JO: J Risley 03:4320: M 


rorsDero __... _ . 

03:43JO: K Turid 03:4321: W 
Owen 03:43J2; B Hpyland 
03.43J2; P Hep pel 03:43J2: A 
Green 03:43:22; D Wlndle 
03>43J2; M Philo 03:43J2: J 
Burton 03:43 J2; J Cook 03:43:23: 
B Hamer 03:43:23: J Sudon 
03:43J4; I Barnard 03:43J4; A 
Banner 03:43J4; G Pen neck 
03:4334; D Wise 03:4334; H 
Hochster 03:4335; A Honeybun- 
Arnold 03:43:25: J Young 
03:4335; H KbaJhra 03:4335: J 
Hoynala 03:4335: A Thomas 
03:4336; E Harvey 03:4336: G 
Tlnston 03:4336; J Mitchell 
03:4336; A Smith 03:4337; J 
Lewis 03:4337; J Bams 03.4338; A 
Brand 03:4338; F Arrestler 
03:4338: J Tweed 03:4338 


Oestreich 03:4339; N Horrocks 
03:4339; D Clark 03:4339; R 
~ ' 4339: S Jack 03-4339: 


Blunkell 03:4330: R Carlss 
03:4331; G John 03:4331: T G1U 
03:4332; E Taupln 03:4332; T 
Vermaas 034332; S Harrison 
034332: A Harrison 034333; G 


Carter 03:45:00-. M ScblaeOi 
03:45:01: C Rosenberg 03:45X32; 
M Kazda 03:45X32; C Jones 
0345X33; S Thompson 0345:03; S 
Hill 03:45:03: C McLean 0345X33; 
T Cheetham 03:45:03: A Bremer 
0345.-03; M O'Donnell 03:45X34: B 
Gill 0345.04; J verieye 0345X34; P 
Prabakaran 03:45.-05; B Fontaine 
03:45:06: T Gashe 03:45:06: M 
Gray 03:45X36: M Powell Sevan 
03:45X36; N HaU 03:45.06; C 
McDonald 03:45X37: U Mlsto 
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04*136: D Rhodes 04*136; S 
Hamdan 04*136; J Canovas 
04*1:37; D Gough 04*137: C 
Capin 04*137: PGrare 04*137: 
P Slater 04*137: K Rebeck 
04*137: R Oiiff 04*137: O Aflf 
04*137; D Pejcha 04*137: B 
Utley 04-.0137; R Marsh 04*138: 
1 Davis 04*139: D BalUle 
04.0139; M Johnson 04*139; S 
Ceary 04:01:40: J Hilliard 
04:01:40; N Yeo 04:01:40; W Drew 
04*1:40; S Petrllco 04*1:40: P 
Williams 04*1:40: l Wilkinson 
04*1:41: D Goodge 04:01:41; R 
Moss 04* 1:41; C Pond 04* 1:41; P 
Hammond 04*1:41; M Everett 
04*1:41; J An field 04*1:41: F 
Murphy 04*1 mi: E Prichard 
04*1:41: r Wheaer 04*1^2; j 
Simpson 04*1:42; E WaJsh 
04*1:42: D Barnes 04*1^2; J 
Mason 04:01:42: B Bbartv 
04*1:42; M Leeker 04*1:43; 
Beverley 04*1:43; A McLelland 
04:01:43: T Hernandez 04* 1:43:S 
Von Schenk 04*1:43; R Bennett 
04 *1 -43: p MCKleman 04* 1:44; S 
Milton 04*1:44; M Ellis 04:01:44; 
F Lehnardt 04*1:44; A Man 
04*1:45: C Perreult 04*1:45; C 
Sanpayo 04*1:45; P Dlmsdale 
04*1:45: G Thouless 04*1:45; R 
Moore 04*1:45; A J aequo t 
04*1:45: P Desahlln 04:01:46; R 
Grain 04*1.46; AWake 04*1.46; J 
Bennett 04*f;46; T TaJIana 
04* 1:47; E G Ubenson 04* 1 ;4 B; D 
Green 04*1:48; M Burgess 
04*1:48: A Altebeiy 04*1:48; O 
Holden 04:01:48; M Qulntelta 
04*1:49; G Nichols 04*1:49; 1 
Bull 04*1:49: BHarper04*I:50:J 
Brookes 04:01:50; R Cook 
04*1:50; N U)w04:0i;5l. 

11.801 D Scon 04.01:51;? Jackson 
04:01:51; R Duggan 04:0131; C 
Tunney 04:01:51; J Havfll 
04:01:51; C Barber 04:01:51; J 
Dixon 04*1:5 DP Curtin 04:01:52: 
L Cheetham 04*1:52; D Harrison 
04:01:53; R Hammond 04*1:53: 
R Buikley 04:0133: J Wail 
04:01:53; A Buchan 04:01:54; P 
Parsons 04*1:54: J Taylor 
04:0134; P Archer 04:0134; B 
MlkiC 04*1:54; D Keif 04*1:55; S 
Cummins 04*135; N Saied 
04*136; K Harman 04*1:56; J 
Roach 04:01:5b; P Laws 04*1:56: 
M Lyon5 04*D56;TBlix 04:01:56; 
J Mannlx 04*137: J Girard 
04*1:57; G Jones 04*1:57; N 
Graham 04*1:57; B Banks 
04:0138: M Sweeney 04*1:58: D 
Hailey 04*1:58: T Marten 
04*1:58; D Fomenqy 04*1:58; S 
Hammond 04:013ft c Knights 
04:0139; P Richardson 04:01 ;59; J 
Adams 04:01:59; A O'Shea 
04:02:00; G Quick 04*2*0; M 
Bruce 04*2:00; J Penrose 
04:02:01: P O'Reilly 04:02*1; S 
Pickles 04:02:01: P Dance 
04:02*2; L Sherriff 04:02*2; D 
Baer 04:02*2: B Hayter 04:02:02; 
F King 04:02:03:S Taylor 04:02*3: 
N Roberts 04*2*3: D Main 
04*2:03; C Hicks 04:02:03; M 
Salmon 04*2*4: R Brown 
04*2:04; C Ubrlanldis 04*2*4; 
N Harrington 04:02:04; S Ing 
04*2:04: R Nebel 04*2:05; M 
Wallwork 04:02:05; N Squire 
04:02*5: C Wehrle 04*2*5; C 
Sapf 04*2*6; S RigTar 04:02:06; R 
ShOttOCk 04*2:06; J Bushell 
04:02=06; R Wilson 04*2:06; G 
Donnelly 04*2:07: T Ttilbrooke 
04*2*7: A ibberson 04*2*8; K 
Jensen 04:02:08: J Martin 
04:02:09; D HyeiT 04*2.09; W 
North 04:02:10; G Jacket! 
04*2:10; B Wright 04*2:10: W 
Wallace 04*2:10: L InvemlzzJ 
04*2:10; T Scripps 04*200: F 
Rosso uw 04:0201; N carter 
04*2:11; K Warder 04 * 202 ; R 
Myers 04:02:12; D Munro 
04*2.12: F Gutierrez 04*2:12: J 
Bryan 04*2:13; PTaylor04*2:]4; 
c Poirier 04*204; L Bucheton 
04*2:14; D Watklnson O4:O205:T 
Rawlins 04*20 5; a Moore 
04*205; Z Cermak 04*2:15; E 
Trendel! 04*2: 1 6: M Pegler 
04*206; J Hughes 04*2:1 ft C 
Boxer 04:02:17: F Deacon 
04:02:1 8; S Blake 04*2:19. 

11.901 □ Nash 04*209: B King 
04:02:19; R Streamer 04:02:19; R 
Morgan 04 * 2:1 ft M Jones 
04-.0230; w Tomlinson 04*230:1 
Manln 04:02:20; U ASden 
04:02:20; C Baynes 04*2:21: K 
M/nar 04:02:2!; P Corpse 
04:0221; E Pegg 04*221: M 
Evans 04*221! E Dobson 
04*222; P Thornhill 04:0222: J 
Green 04:0222; P Rogers 
04:0222: B Bambndge 04:0222; 1 

Coulman 04.-02:22: J Sprineeti 
04:0222: V Furbank 04.0223; J 
Canepa 04:02:23: 


P Amps 04*2:23; T Ash by-Crane 
04*2:23;P Dolan 04:0224; M Bell 
04:02:24; J* Ashbu-Crarte 
04*224; J Caplin 04:0224: T 
Reynolds 04*224; p Marshal) 
04*225: M Smith 04:0225: M 
Sa)titouse 04*225; R Broughton 
04 0225; N Kenny 04*225; M 
Gordon 04:0226; c Jackson 
04*226: D Boyce 04*226; D Pell 
04*2-Zb; J Lugton 04:02:26: M 
Marder 04*227: P Gardiner 
04*227: P Chell 04*228: T 
Rolph 04*228; C Shephard 
04*2:28; P Gamer 04.0229: T 
Potter 04:0229; S Powell 04*2:29; 
M Dlnkeldcin 04*229: R Daniels 
04*220: D McClIlan 04*220: P 
Wiseman 04*220; p Scare 
04*230: G Stewart 04:02:30: L 
Rodriguez 04*231; S Brown 
04*231; D Smith 04:0231: T 
Sayers 04:02:31: B Stubbs 
04*23 ];TMan 04:0232; I Brown 
04*2:32; D Ringham 04:02:32: K 
Bell 04 *233: A Brunello 04:02:33: 
M Graenzer 04:0233; A Fullalove 
04*2:33; J McCracken 04*234; p 
Bnley 04*2:34: A Johnson 
04*234; D Ling04*2-34: FGrant 


Stubbs 04*236: G Neal 04:0236: 
LWhite 04*2:37; A King04*237; 
C Wariand 04*237; s Large 
04:0237: O Warren 04*238; G 
Jackets 04:0239; C Schemhri 
04*239: J Osman 04:0239; C 
Vincent 04*239: E Reid 04*2:40: 
C Peck 04*2:40; S West 04*2:41: 
W Barker 04:02:41: B Murtra- 
NjQRU 04:02:41; N Burin 04*2:41: 
K Chidwixk 04*2:41: P Wilkes 
04:02:42; T Edmondson 04*2‘A 
K Aldridge 04*2:42: J Bailey 
04*2:43: D CulShaw 04:02:43; M 
McLaughlin 04*2:43: R Goodwin 
04 *2:44: G Tonenleil 04:02:44. 

12.001 L Rickard 04*2:44; K 
Oosterc 04*2:45; M Couser 
04*2:45: M Jackman 04:02:45; 1 
Cox 04:02:46; J White 04*2:46; S 
Piyke 04*2*7: A Tucker04 *2:47; 
M Powell 04:02:47: L Bradi™ 
04*2:48: 1 _ . 

Griffin 04:02:48; M Tozer 
04*2:48; J Olmedo 04*2:48; P 
Rudln 04*2:48; PEUloti 04*2:49; 
T Stone 04*2:49.- M Kotze 
04*2:49; G Phillips 04*2:50: M 
Rust 04*230: J Green 04:02:50:0 
Klimach 04*2:51; D Evans 
04:02:52; L Morgan 04:02:5ft R 
O’Brien 04*2:52; M James 
04:02:53; G Davies 04 *2:54: P 
Radd 04*2:54: D Hart 04:02:54: P 
Metiers 04:02:55: L Beale 
04*235: P Bevon 04*2:55; M 
Lalane 04*2:55.- N Prest-smith 
04*2:56; F Landor 04:02:56; K 
Mansell 04:02:57; K Forrester 
04*2:57; A Gosling 04*239: H 
Jones 04:02:59; N Piper-Smith 
04*2:59: N Eadie 04*3*0: C 
Srroud 04*3*0; A Kim mins 
04*3:00; J Lees 04*3*1; N Smith 
04*3:01; A Hurley 04*3*1; A 
Ellloa 04*3*1: R Holmes 
04*3*2; A Choffin 04*3*3: P 
Genower 04:03*3: M Young 
04*3*3: G Kingdom 04*3*3: A 
Murray 04*3*3; l Collier 
04*3*3; W Pilgrim 04*3*3: C 
Ashcroft 04:03:03; 5 Page 
04*3*3: T Roberts 04*3*4; A 
Driver 04.-03.-04; J Lonsdale 
04*3*4; M Tighe 04*3*4; R 
Bayman 040305: S Ellis 04:03*5; 
S Webber 04*3*6; R Gough 
04:03*6; H Handshaw04*3:06; S 
Hartshorn 04-.03*6; J Walker 
04*3*7: T Stevenson 04*3*7; J 
Raffln 04*3*7; P Fel 04*3*7; G 
Deacon 04*3*7; E Eddie 
04*3*7; S Osborn 04*3:08; P 
steers 04*3*8; M Broomfield 
04*3*9: P Pas kins 04*3*9; C 
Preston 04*3*9: G All press 
04*3*9; G Ray 04*3=09; R Blair 
04*3*9: I Aidetton 04*3:10; P 
Clark 04*3:10; A Everitt 04:03:11: 
K MoTyneux 04*3; 11: C Velde 
04*3:1); V Tester 04*3:) 1: A 
Poole 04*3:11; l Malcolm son 
04*3:12; A Nartione 04*302; C 
peacock 04*303; J Upton 
M Allen 04:03:13; a 
wood 04*3:13; D Jennings 
04*3:13; D Bali 04*3:13; P 
Mayhew 04*3:13; P Labbe 
04*3:14; K O'Reilly 04*3:M. A 
Murray 04*3:14. 

12,151 S Kennedy 04*304; w 
Lobb 04:0304; M Stevenson 
04:030 5: R Grundy 04*3:15; M 
Gartner 04*3:15: K Ligfuowier 
04*3:16; S Klngswood 04*3:16; C 
cornea 04*3:16: G Spicer 
04:03:17; R Leech 04*3:17; A 
Shaw 04*3:17; S Saunders 
04*3:17; C McKlnven 04:030 8; 1 
Marriott 04*3:18; S Hunter 
04:03:18; W Cooper 04*3:19; C 
Luckln 04*3:19; J Holmes 
04*3:Ift D Dowling 04:03:19; P 
Miles 04*3:19; M Holtinger 
04*3*0; G Read 04:03*0; J lnnes 
04:0320; A Bums 04*3*1: P 
Smith 04*3*1;S Sassus 04:03* 1; 
D Doe 04:03*1; G Sam brook 
04*3:21; J Jacobs 04*3:22: J 
Manson 04:03*2; A “* 
04*3*3: D TilJey 
Gibbs 04*3*3; A Moore 04:03*4 
S Collins 04:03*4; M Start 
04*3*4; D Madkle 04:03*4: , 
Tyson 04 *3*4;C King 04:03* 4; T 
Perks 04*3*6; M Parker 04*3*6; 
W Easier 04:03*6; M Greenwood 
04:03*7: S Pampanlnl 04:03*7; 
M Wilson 04.-03*7; R Bore 
04:03*7: J Pommler 04*3:28; H 
Stevens 04:03*8; O Bardot 
04*3*6; E Guicnouard 04*3:28: 
G Clench 04:03*8: M Tarbyar 
04*3*8: S Griffiths 04*3*8; M 
Bratus 04*3*9: S Biggs 04:03*9: 
D Green 04*3*9; G Grewal 
04*3*9; H Spruit 04:03*0: M 
Johnson 04*3*0: D Film 
04*3*0: Y Gallagher 04*3:3 U J 
Pressley 04*3:31: n Whittle 
04*3*1; R Hale 04:03*1: A 
Thomevwork 04:03*1; P Tree 
04*3*1; J Maher 04*3:31; M 
Clark 04:03:32: M Mould 
04*3:32; R Whilear 04:03*2: G 
Harvey 04*3*3: R Driscoll 
04*3*3: S Mudd 04*3*3: J 
Hobson 04:03*3; G Maadrell 
04*3*3: A Eiffen 04*3*3; D 
Jones 04*3:34; J White CM *3*4; B 
Finch 04*3*4; L COX 04:03*4: F 
Leo bon 04*3*5: J Spensl 
04*3*5; D Kassapian 04:03:36; a 
Van Zyl 04:03*6: B Gonzalez 
04*3*6: J Daley 04*3*6: j Kay 
04*3*6: M Roden 04*3*6: F 
Gigiio 04*3:37; N Patterson 
04:03*7: v Charles 04*3*7: B 
walker 04*3*7; a Volilng 
04*3*7: J Manln 04:03*7; K Roff 
04:03*7; K Jackson 04*3*7: D 
Fennessy 04*3*8: v Martin 
04.03*9: R Splnelll 04*3*9; N 
Minion 04:03M0. 

12*01 N Hollingsworth 04*300: 
D Winch 04*3:41; P Ellice 
04:03:41: T Feldman 04 *3:42: M 
Kaeiin 04*3:42: p Boyle 04*3:42; 
K Reid 04 *3:42: B Bryce 04 *3:42: 
P Galteiy 04:03:42: KSly 04*3:42: 
A stelnnagen 04:03:43; R Vowles 
04*3:43; R Orr 04*3:44; P 
den 04:03:44: M 
urnham 04:03:44: S Pitt 
04*3:44; D Dlmsev 04:03:44: J 
Treanor 04:03:45: W Thompson 
04*3:45: L Martin Durroy 
04:03:46; D Rossano 04:03:46: D 
Smith 04:03:46: R Nielsen 
04*3:46; K Radclfffe 04*3:46: A 
Hogg 04:03:47: M Roethe 
04*3:47; A Keith 04*3:47; R 
Hughes 04:03:47; H Schraer 
04*3:48; G Carter 04 *3:48: D 
Jaynes 04*3:49: D Ladwa 
04:03:49; L Cook 04 *3:49; M 
Thompson 04*3:49; E List 
04*3:49: B Wright 04*3:49; P 
Philllpson 04*3:50: J Cartac 
04*3:51; W Havard 04.03:51; P 
Bel 04*3:51; D Collier 04 *3=51; P 
Kerr 04*3^ f: R Colbeck 04*3:5 f; 
M Cox 04*3.51: M Woodhouse 
04*3:52: S Nun 04:03:52: J Mills 
04*3:52; J Sanderson 04:03-52: S 
Kemp 04:03:52; V Gaunt 
04*3:53; M Bonomiey 04*3:53: S 
Garrison 04:03:54; D Murphy 
04:03.54: D Welland 04*3:55; P 
Vincent 04:03.-55; B Mascaii 
04:03:55; D Merriman 04*3:55; T 
Jess 04*3:56: G Herron 04:03:56; 
c tddon 04*3:56: a Nemeth 
04:03:561 J Hadley 04:03:57; S 
Jackson 04*3=57: D Tod 04:03.57; 
T Dumpleton 04:03:58; S 
Macdonald 04*3:58; B Jamieson 
04*3:59: L Hoshemi 04:03:59; K 
Markham 04:04:00; R Knight 
04:04*0: G Clarke 04*4:00; G 
Pembroke 04:04:00; a Good. ship 
04*4*0: J Osfaome 04*4*0; a 
G uertache 04*4.00; p Ap Hywel 
04:04*0; H Walker 04:04:00; R 
FrandS04:04*ftT Hunt 04-.O4:Ol: 
M Pollendine 04:04:01; C Barker 
04*4*1; J Murphy 04.-04*1; P 
Robinson 04*4:01; S Vause 
04*4*2; Z Shad low 04*4*2; D 
Chamberlain 04:04*2; k Clancy 
04*4:02; P Smith 04:04:02; S 
Church 04:04:02; D Selby 
04:04*2; F Hall 04:04:03; ft 
Handsberger 04*4*3: R Fort 
04*4:04: j Ruhbach 04:04.04: 


E LustwHoye 04:04*5; D Shaw 
04*4*5: 1 Kennedy 04*4*5; p 
Morris 04:04:05: s Regers 
04:04:06: B McKenna 04*4:06. 

12.301 S Holt 04:04:06; R Porter 
04:04:07; D Willis 04:04:07: P 
Jarvis 04:04:07: l Shakespeare 
04*4*7; a Thomason 04*4*8; D 
Wilde 04*4:08: P Wilkinson 
04-.04:08; R Heel 04*4*8: C Davis 
04:04:09; J Willcoss 04:04:09; □ 
Roberts 04:04:09; I Madden 
04.04 *9; D Hope 04:04: lO; S York 
04*4:10; M Cahill 04:040 1; C 
Bunce 04:04:11; D Dane 04*401; 
W Norton 04:04:11: D 
Gcntllhomme 04:0401: T 
McNultv 04:04:12: P Had dun 
04*4 0 2: C GUI 04*4:12; S 
Mansbridee 04*402; a Tucker 
04*402; P Beasley 04:04:12; K 
Cooke 04:04:13: M Vamermo 
04:04:13; G Tomkins 04:04:13: C 
Blake 04:04:14: G Underwood 
04:04:14; R Smith 04 *40 4: H 
Jones 04:0405; D Clark 04*4:16: 
R Wallace 04:04; 1 6: C Clear* 
04:04:1 ft S Rav 04*4:16: P AbbOII 
04:0406: P Bay ley 04*4:17: P 
Chad ha 04:0407; J Maxied 
04:0407; N Crair 04:04:17; C 
Laycock 04:04:17: A Rubens 
04:040 7; R Sharp 04:0408; B 
Schalet 04:04:18: A Milbum 
04*4:18: H Lochon: 04:04-. 19: I 
Melln 04*4: iy: T Pcamian 
04:04:19; P Afiland 04*4:19; D 
Havs 04:04:19: N Howells 
04*4:19; I Phripon 04:04:19; G 
Morris 04:04:20: D HicUinc 
04:04:20; A McCann ey 04*4:20: P 
Slainsby 01*4.21: N Miles 
04*4=21: K Essam 04:0401; B 
Engel 04*421; G Gripion 
04*4^1: S Paterson 04:0422: M 
Sweenev 04:0402. c Nichols 
04:04.22: L Jenvey 04:0422: P 
Davies 04:04:22; T Clark 04*4:22: 
N Smith 04*4:23; D Jones 
04:04-23: G Uws 04:0423: M 
Baler 04:04:24: G Faucon 
04:0424; C Nicholson 04:04:24; J 
Melklejohn 04:04:24: D Kemp 
04:0425; P Gendrillon 04:0425: C 
Morton 04:04 25: w Jenkins 
04:0425: N Hum 04:0425: A 
Francey 040425; K Lawes 
04:042b; R SaJmang 04*426: M 
wood 04*426; A Broonte 
04.TJ426: B FLsher 04.0427; E 
Callaghan 04:0427; M 
PosiJeihwalie 04:0428; P Rea 
04:0428: S Bales 04*428: P 
Tesier 04.-04.-29; S Waison 
04*429; L Austin 04:0429; D 
Bratfington 04*420; W Bunting 
04:0430: D Covington 04*4:30; C 
Lea 04*421; U Blaser Oi0431: E 
Grandglrard 04:0421: A Jones 
04:0427. 

12,401 M Gaar O4.-04.-3I; J 
Norbury 04*421; a McVeigh 
04*4:32: O Brady 01*422: T 
Bond 04:04:32: M Sans am 
04:04:32: R Hunneshaeen 
04:04=33: S Edwards 04*4=33: H 
Sayers 04*4:34; E Duggan 
04:04:34; A Johnson 04*4:34; P 
Carter 04:0424; M Le Masurier 
04:0434: R Van Gem 04:0434: L 
Finch 04:04:34; T Hodgkins 
04:0435; A Finnerty 04:04:35; M 
Kamrowltz 04:0435: J Allpon 
04:0436: J Nalsmlth 04*436: T 
Wattle 04:0436; S Idle 04:0437; K 
Fraropion 04:0438; C Nicholson 
04*438; B Jones 04:04:59: J 
Meredith 04*439: J Lew! n 
04:04:39; R Fagan 04:04:39; B 
Lane 04*4:39: NPowell 04:0439: 
S Boni1104*4:40; A Bun04 =04:40; 
J Farrlmond 04:04=40; M 
Lancaster 04*4:41; C Skinner 
04:04:42: S Steed 04:04:42; P 
Ruddock 04.04:42; P Bowker 


WadhuanI 04*4:44; C Blake 
04:04:45: E Bateman 04*4:45: B 
Rudolph 04:04:46; A Ketiey 
04.04:46: A Allinson 04:04:46; J 
Marsden 04:04.47; v Jones 
04*4:47: P Dutrion 04:04:47: S 
Clements 04:04:48; P Maw 
04*4:48: D FairtJklm 04:04:48; R 
Smith 04:04:49: E Ross 04*4:49; 
M Willis 04*4:49; L Dron 
04*4:49; S Mennell 04*4:50: J 
Wright 04*4=50: S Dtx 04*4:50; F 
Amkreutz 0404.50: D Lister 
04*4:51: J Gllltver 04:04:51; S 
Gaxe04*4:52; D Cooper 04 *4:52: 
w Emus 04:04:52: F Kunielmann 
04.-04:52: J Barker 04*4:5»: M 
Taylor 04:04:52: L Haines 
04*4:52. D Lewts04*433:G Kerr 
04:0433-. POwen 04:04:53; S Wiles 
04*4:53: S Smith 04:04:53; T 
Shuttleworih 04:04:53; D 
Shuttlewonh 04*4:54: M Davies 
04=04:54: M Arnold 04:04:54; J 
Madden 04*4:54; N Thayer 
04:04:55: D Beveridge 04*4:55: C 
Woodcock 04 *4:55; D Berry 
04*4:55: T Van Der Straeien 
04 *4:56: T Dysvlk 04:04:56; T 
Dvsvlk 04*4:57: A Bond 04*4:57: 
D'Campbell 04*4:57: G ormston 
04:04:57: S McClosWy 04*4:57; A 
Hail 04*4:58: C Taylor 04:04:58: 
M Simms 04 *4:58; K Nagel 
04:04:58; h Chung-Haipem 
04*4:59; K Carden 04.-04:59: C 
Ryan 04:04:59; A Huntley 
04*4:59. 

12.501 W Maurer 04*5*0; S 
Doran 04*5:00; M Berry 04*5*0; 
B Gorman 04:05*0.- N Barron 
04*5*0; J Wat kin 04:05:00; S 
Paterson 04*5*i: M Alderson 
04*5*1: P Bedford 04:05*1; P 
williams 04.05*1; J Ebbs 
04*5*1; T Ginn 04*5*1; C 
Richartson 04*5* i: c Moufdtn 
04*5* i; N Parsons 04*5*1: _ 
Richardson 04:05.01: K Brown 
04:05*21 R Brownhill 04*5:02; P 
Hammond 04 *5:02: R Wallis 
04:05*2; P Barrow 04*5*2; R 
Barf act 04*5*2; T Derrick 
04*5*3; C Runyon 04:05*3; K 
Kilmurray 04*5*3: D Wiseman 
04:05*3: A Price 04:05*4; J 
Casrenhag 04*5:04; P Haro 
04:05:04?G May 04*5:04; R Ut.. 
04 *5:05: A Saunders 04*5*5; J 
Sharp 04*5:05; M Elbe! 04*5:06; 
K Parfln 04:05:06: P Hanson 
04:05*7; J Wilson 04:05:07: M Roe 
04*5*7: M Salmon 04*5*7: a 
D unn 04:05=07; H Davidson 
04*5*8; D Cooling 04*5*8; D 
Taylor 04:05*8; M Prein 04*5:09; 
M Oldaie 04*5:09: T Jennings 
04*5*9; M Hearn 04*5:09; M 
NichoIIs 04*5:09; T Dawson 
04*500; L Toulson 04*5:10: W 
Ashley 04*5:11; K McGregor 
04*5:11; M Flncham 04*5:11; A 
Faegln 04*5:12; G Macaenlno 
04*5:12: T Davies 04*5:12: C 
Giles 04*5:12; C O Rathllly 
04:05:13: C Jack 04:05:13: j 
Hartshorn 04:050 3: G Beeson 
04:0503: F Williams 04*5:14: T 
Jones 04*5:M: I Anderson 
04:05:14; D Millard 04*5:14; S 
Efnsel 04 *504: M williams 
04:0505; D Crowther 04*505: C 
Davidson 04*5:15; L Dales 
04:05:16: H Chew 04:05:16: W 
Robertson 04:05:16; N Adcock 
04*5:17; T Brown 04:05:17; B 
Oliver 04:05:17; M Vlgnl 04:05:17: 
H Graves 04:05:18: C Judd 
04:05:18: S Osiengaart 04*5:18: 
T O'Neill 04*5:18: N Norell 
04*5:18: M issacs 04:05:19; D 
Lorandl Signori 04 *50 9: R 
Burnside 04*50 9: A Bridges 
04*5:19: J Cox 04:05:20; A 
Doherty 04*530: P Mostaccl 
04*5^0; N McKnIcht04*530; M 
Bush 04*531: P Holub 04*531: 
R Evans 04*531; G Harpln 
04*5=21: S Andrews 04:0532; D 
Herbert 04*532: C Ashe 04*532: 
D SCOtt 04*533; J Vincent 
04*533: N FlUde 04:0533;J Scott 
04:0533. 

12.601 A Reuben 04:0533: M 
Shephard 04*5:23; □ Robinson 
04:0533: P Munfort 04*534: J 
04:05 ; *4s K Grant 
04*534; F Theot 04*534; A 
Planting 04*535; j Lonsdale 
04*535: K Bimson 04:0535; J 
Frith 04*535: M Davesne 
04:0535; A Waiton 04:0535; N 
Phillips 04*5:25: G Orr 04*5:26; 
K Jenner 04*536; a Kau 
04:0536;JSandllai ‘ 

Sennit! 04*5:27; c Harvev 
ft Resler04*5:27 S Gra 
04=0537; FLOUlS 04*538; J 
04:0538; S M 

s Tyrrell 04*539; 
M Blinkhom 04*5:29: T Dawson 
®4*S39; J Flynn 04:0539- a 
M cCaKer 04*530: W Mueller 
04*5:30: K Andrew 04*53 
Amor , 04*5:30; h .WaiHn 
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RUGBY UNION 


England row 
threatens 
world order 

By David Hands, rugby correspondent 



THE negotiations between the 
Rugby Football Union (RFU) and 
the leading English dubs, due to 
reach a climax this week, were 
given far greater urgency yesterday 
when die International Rugby 
Board (IRB) called both sides to 
account In a strongly worded 
statement, the board reflected the 
general irritation felt throughout 
the international community with 
England’s failure to keep its own 
house in order. 

However, the pronouncement 
went farther than that. England's 
continued membership of the 1RB 
is plac ed in question — without 
recognition of the situation peculiar 
to England that has grown up over 
the past three years — and sanc¬ 
tions axe threatened against any 
one of the board's 82 members that 
agrees to play against England's 
top clubs. 

The immediate reason for the 
board's action is the impending 
appeal by English First Division 
Rugby (EFDR) to the European 
Commission against RFU and IRB 
bylaws: the longstanding reason is 
the political dogfight, both within 
the RFU and with its own dubs, 
that has spilt over into the affairs of 
the other home unions and that the 
southern-hemisphere unions, mis¬ 
takenly in some cases, believe has 
compromised the strength of visit¬ 
ing lour parties this summer. 

“If certain people are not pre¬ 
pared to abide by the rules accept¬ 
able to all the unions in 
membership, or try to effect desired 
changes other than through the 
democratic process within the IRB 
and their own union, then they 
have no place within the official 
structure.’’ Vernon Pugh, the LRB 
chairman, said in a thinly veiled 
reference to the top 12 English 
dubs. “Nor has any union that 
accepts or accedes to such a 
challenge,” he added, which con- 
finned that the ultimate punish¬ 
ment of expulsion from the board 
and the World Cup is the end of this 
road. 

The RFU will be required to send 
a representative to an emergency 
meeting of the board in Dublin on 
May 18 to explain what is being 
done to resolve the present im¬ 
passe. But even if the two negotiat¬ 


ing teams come up with an accept¬ 
able compromise for the domestic 
game, that will not obviate the 
action being taken by the dubs. 

Their withdrawal from the Euro¬ 
pean competition next season is an 
additional source of grievance to 
such members of the IRB executive 
committee as Pugh and Ireland's 
Tom Kieman. But the board state¬ 
ment also has the blessing of 
Australia, New Zealand and South 
Africa, as well as the other eight 
countries represented on the board 
council. 

“The rugby world outside Eng¬ 
land finds it difficult to compre¬ 
hend why the problems caused by 
such a small group of individuals, 
whose declared intent it is to 
destroy the existing governance of 
the game, have not been resolved," 
Dick McGruther, chairman of the 
Australian Union, said. Such a 
stance follows to a tee the 
prognostications of Cliff Brittle, 
chairman of the RFU management 
board, and Fran Cotton, when they 
claimed that the chibs intended to 
take over the international game to 
ameliorate their financial 
diffi culties 

McGruther placed himself firm¬ 
ly in the Brittle camp when he 
expressed concern that the RFU 
should even be involved in discus¬ 
sions with dub representatives 
whose declared aim was contrary 
to the union's own constitution. 

Doug Ash; chief executive of 
EFDR, suggested that the IRB 
statement showed precisely why 
the dubs have sought refuge in 
European law. “We are disappoint¬ 
ed by the nature and attitude of the 
statement," he said. ’The timing is 
unfortunate, bearing in mind the 
negotiations between the RFU and 
EFDR teams to bring two years of 
impasse to an end." 

Ash also pointed out that the 
French Federation and the French 
Government had agreed that their 
dubs required a sensible degree of 
freedom with which to adlieve 
commercial targets and that the 
English dubs sought the same. 
“The reality of the European dubs’ 
situation is different from other 
parts of the world." he said. “We 
are governed by European Com¬ 
munity laws." 



South Africans 
show interest 
in the going rate 

THIS summer a glut of players - teeth for m 

bought up in the frantic spending Engine*- - tfiough. for 

spree by leading dubs when the ^erte^ n ^ their ap- 
game turned professional two Jhe deduction of six 

years ago — are expected to come against me ^ unregis . 



on to the fledgeling transfer 
market. With many players com¬ 
ing out of contract, dubs are 
looking to trim their bloated 
squads. There will be much 
blood-letting. 

Yet it has not stopped many 


for fielding an win¬ 
tered player and are .assured of 
promotion as champions of the 
Jewson National League second 
division south. 

Exiles on move 
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Bracken will return to the heart of the action tonight Photograph: Jamie McDonald/ABsport 

Bracken back for Saracens 


KYRAN BRACKEN will hope to 
assist Saracens bade to the top of 
the Allied Dunbar Premiership 
tonight when he returns to action 
against struggling Harlequins ar 
the Stoop memorial ground. Brack¬ 
en, who damaged his groin during 
the victory over Newcastle earlier 
this month, is one of three changes 
from the XV that started the 10-10 
draw with Leicester at the 
weekend. 

The England scrum half dis¬ 
places Marcus Olsen while Tony 
Copsey. the former Wales lock, 
comes into the pack to give Paddy 
Johns, the newly-appointed Ireland 
captain, a rest Brendon Daniel 
plays on the wing ahead of Richard 
Wallace. Should Saracens win. 
they will inch ahead of Newcastle 
at the head of the first division, but 
will have played one game more 
than their rivals. 

Bracken's return does not imply 
that his other affliction — a 
nagging shoulder problem — is 


By David Hands 

resolved, however. Saracens have 
consulted their own medical staff 
and with England over the need to 
stabilise the joint but the ailment 
continues to cast doubt on his 
participation in England's sum¬ 
mer tour to the southern 
hemisphere. 

Wasps, who play Leicester at 
Loftus Road, will be without 
Shane Raiser, Kenny Logan and 
Nick Greenstock. while Leicester, 
who lost Dorian West (jaw) and 
Stuart Potter (ankle) during the 
game with Saracens, need to 
assess the extent of Richard 
Cockerill’s neck injury. 

Johns was named yesterday as 
the leader of a 34-strong Ireland 
party that will visit South Africa in 
May for a seven-match tour includ¬ 
ing two internationals. A key 
ingredient in his dub's pursuit of 
the double, he enjoys a similar 
standing in the game to that of 


Donal Lenihan. now the Ireland 
manager, when he captained his 
country from the second row. 

Wales, whose party to tour South 
Africa is due to be named next 
Tuesday, have lost Stuart Davies, 
the Swansea NoS, because of a 
serious neck injury. 

RELAND TOUR PARTY: Backs C Cteka 
(Terenura Cotege). C O'Shea (London tosh), D 
Hfckfa (Si Moy-E CoBags). J Topping (BaBy- 
msnaj. h Waflaoa (Saracwa). J Bee (Northamp¬ 
ton}, R Handaraon (Wasps). K Keane (Ccak 
Gorraffiuifon), K Mama (Bratol), M McCafl 
(London Inati), E Bwood (Gataegians), D 


Ctairessy (Young Munster). R Corrigan (Grey 
stones), J R&panfck (London Irish]. J Hayes 
(Shannon], P Walaco (Saracens). A Clarke 
(Northam pto n). B Jackman (Ctontarf). R Nesdale 
(Newcastle). G Fulcher (London Irish). M Galway 
(Shannon). P Johns (Saucers, captain), M 
OKeay (London tosh). T Brennan (SL May's 


rafincti). Manager: D LanOtan. Coaches W 
Garland, PDananar. 

nWSMBYl May 30: v Boland (WteMngton ) June 
a V Souh-Wtci Districts (George]: & v Western 
Provnce (Cape Town): ft v Grtguatand West 
(Nmbertm.1 a v South Africa (Btoerntanldn); 1ft 
v North-Wea (Potchefetroem). 20: v South Mica 
(Pretoria). 
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highly prized individuals as Gary 
Teichmann, the captain, Joost 
van der Westhuizen. Dick Muir 
and Mark Andrews. Their names 
have been circ ulat ed to dubs by 

the Sports Man- _ 

agement Corpo- w . 

ration, run by ■ ■■I 

Maria Pedro. 

Jeremy Gus- 
colt's agent She 

said that they j-jl B l 

are keen to test 

the water here to (0 

see what they 

might be worth, 

if not now, then - y 

after the World ''■■■ 

cup- 

On the home 

front, it appears • • 

odds on that 

Austin Healey will leave Welford 
Road after apparently falling out 
with Joel Stransky, the Leicester 
backs coach, while Federico 
M&ndez and German Danes are 
expected to be made available at 
Bath. 

Marked down 

Guy’s & St Thomas' Hospitals 
RFC — the world's oldest dub, 
founded in 1843 — is smarting 
from probably the heaviest pun¬ 
ishment meted out by the Rugby 
Football Union. The dub has 
been docked 24 points by the 
competitions committee for hav¬ 
ing handed in three cards con¬ 
taining incorrect information 
about players. It has meant that 
instead of finishing equal fifth in 
the London III South West 
League, they have been relegated 
to Kent I. Two appeals — the 
latest last Friday — have failed. 

Professor Stephen Chall- 
acombe believes the punishment 
does not fit the crime of what he 
described as sloppy student ad¬ 
ministration rather than mali¬ 
cious intent. “This is a kick in the 


Somarethatll^dM- 

sions in the Allied Dunbar Pre¬ 
miership are a “done deal. with 
□lay-offs to decide relegation and 
promotion, with Bedford and 

p West Hartlepool 

~ _ _ ^ -^1 automatically 

I__OQS E London Scottish 

and Rotherham 
Hia ■ mM could contest the 

0k I I remaining two 

MM* 

>•; i Irish, home and 

a way legs to be 
Y/j played on May 

. .;•*/ 20 and 24. 

Y Yi&Y 4 ; London Scottish 

would be wiih- 
• out Derrick Lee, 

Simon Holmes 
and Ronnie Eriksson, who are 
due to tour Fiji and Australia 
with Scotland, leaving on May 
16. Meanwhile, Tony Tiarks, the 
London Scottish owner, has float¬ 
ed the idea of moving the club 
lock, stock and barrel to Edin¬ 
burgh. It somehow defeats the 
object of an exiles dub. 

World at her feet 

The women's World Cup starts m 
Amsterdam on Friday with Eng¬ 
land looking to retain their 
crown; although with New Zea¬ 
land competing for the first time, 
they might be hard pushed to do 
so. One of the aces in the Wales 
team, who meet Spain on Satur¬ 
day. is the full back. Non Evans, 
who is also a television presenter 
for S4G “I spend my time in the 
studio wearing make-up and 
then go on the pitch and get 
covered in mud," she said. “My 
mum is worried about me getting 
hurt, but as I’m so much more 
powerful than most of the other 
players it tends to be them who 

eethurt MARKSOUSTER 
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SHEEHAN on BRIDGE 


RUGBY LEAGUE 


Keene on chess 


by Robert Sheehan, bridge correspondent 

Inexperienced players are often caught out when a suit in 
which they are strong is opened on their right It is almost 
always correct to pass and await developments. This example 
is from the final of the 1997 Bermuda Bowl, won by Franoe- 

Dealer East Love all IMPS 

* KQ54 
7 A852 
0 7 

* AK9B 

A A J 10 9 83 L M A - 


* A J10 9 8 3 
V KQ 
O J42 
+ 65 


A 762 
i? 643 
0 AOS 
+ J1032 


* - 

J1097 
•> K109863 
4 Q74 


Wolff 

Chemla 

Hamman 

Perron 

- 

- 

Pass 

Pass 

1 s 

Pass 

1 NT 

Pass 

2 S 

Pass 

3D 

Pass 

Pass 

AB Pass 

Dble 

Pass 

4C 


With the same shape and 
point-count but with “slow¬ 
er” values in the rounded 
suits, it might be right for 
North to bia One No-Trump 
over West’s One Spade open¬ 
ing, despite the singleton dia¬ 
mond. But ChemJa had 
excellent defensive strength, 
and so be passed, hoping to 
come into the auction later to 
get a penalty. 

At the other table the auc¬ 
tion started the same way. 
but North (Dick Freeman for 
the United States) doubled 
Two Spades for penalty. 
That waspassed out, and 
went for 500. 

Chemla did not consider 


his hand worth a double of 
Two Spades, but when Three 
Diamonds came back to him 
he had an ideal opportunity 
to show his hand type - dou¬ 
bling showed its three-suited 
narure. Perron should proba¬ 
bly have passed, when the 
defence would have taken 
five tricks, but he tried Four 
Clubs, on the basis that 
North was “bound" to hold 
four of the suit. Luckily for 
him. North was not 4-5-1-3, 
another possible shape, so he 
got out for one down. 

□ Robert Sheehan writes on 
bridge Monday to Friday in 
Sport and in the Weekend 
section on Saturday. 


By Raymond Keene 

CHESS CORRESPONDENT 

Sarajevo chess 

It is encouraging that Saraje¬ 
vo, once a prominent site for 
important chess tournaments, 
is once again beginning to 
host grandmaster level chess 
competitions. 

In the recent international 
tournament held there, the 
winners were Kozul (Croatia) 
and Sax (Hungary) both of 
whom scored eight points out 
of a possible 11. Also compet¬ 
ing were Kurajica, from Bos¬ 
nia, Mohr, from Slovenia, as 
well as a selection of players 
from Bosnia. 

Adams wrap-up 

The following game is the 
final win by Michael Adams 
from his convincing match 
victory against Jonathan 
Rowsotl 

White Jonathan Row son 
Black: Michael Adams 
London I99S 


32 Rc5 Re8 

33 O Rd8 

34 Kgl Rc8 

35 h4 Kfl7 

38 h5 Kd6 

37 Rt5 16 

38 Bd3 c5 

White resigns 

Diagram of final position 


Sheffield support failing to 
rise to Wembley challenge 



EU CHAMPIONSHIPS: In the European Union champion- 
shins. held in Salsomaggiore. Italy, last week. Great Britain 
teams won bronze medals in both the senior and junior events. 
Seniors Heather Hobson. Roy Garthwaite. Ted and Janet 
Latham. Juniors: David Bakhshi, Martin Jones. Graham 
Hazd Jonathan Green. Paula Leslie. Suzanne Cohen, npc Liz 
McGowan. The teams events were won by: Portugal (open). 
HoUM (women). Italy (mixed and seniors) and Sweden 
(juniors). The overall trophy was won by Italy. 


1 

e4 

Roy Lopez 

eS 

3 

NI3 

Nc6 

3 

Bb5 

a6 

4 

Ba4 

Nf6 

5 

0-Q 

Bc5 

6 

c3 

b5 

7 

Bb3 

d6 

a 

a4 

Bg4 

9 

h3 

Bh5 

10 

03 

sse 

11 

Nbd2 

0-0 

12 

Bel 

bJ 

13 

Bo4 

Na5 

14 

Bxafi 

C6 

15 

d4 

toc3 

16 

dxc5 

c*d2 

17 

Bxd2 

Nt3 

18 

Ra3 

NxcS 

19 

Bd3 

Rxt)2 

20 

Oci 

QbS 

21 

Bc2 

Nhe-i 

22 

Rxb4 

Bge 

23 

Nxe5 

Bxe4 

24 

Bk64 

CffiS 

25 

QoS 

RwE 

26 

a5 

Oca 

27 

Rc3 

OrcS 

28 

Rxc5 

RcS 

29 

Hxe5 

KfS 

30 

Kfl 

Ra2 

31 

Rh5 

h6 


a b c d e I g h 

National League 

The Four Nations League 
competition is for club teams 
with many prominent British 
flayers participating. Interna¬ 
tional masters Jonathan 
Parker and Matthew Turner 
represent Midland Monarehs 
while Jon Speelman plays for 
lnvicta Knights and Michael 
Adams and Tony Miles play 
for Slough. 

After eight of the eleven 
rounds of the league, scores 
are as follows: 

i. Miiard Monarch! 15 C towey KrcgMo 
(4 3 etpa' Siouqfl and BartjKan 12. 5. 
= ucf*ncr*i 11.6 'flood Green TO 7 LSrtufi 
Chgss Majuro 6 fl. N»!fi West Eagles 5 
9 etfai. C»p dfud and NonhamSna a in. 
Bnsroi I?. Souff! 'Hales. Dtjgons i 

Times book 

The Times Winning Moves 2 
contains 240 chess puzzles 
from international grand¬ 
master Raymond Keene's dai¬ 
ly column In The Times, and is 
available now from book- 
skips or from B.T. Balsford 
Ltd (tel: 01376 321276 at £6.99 
plus postage and packing). 

□ Raymond Keene writes on 
chess Monday to Friday in 
Spon and in the Weekend 
section on Saturday. 


WITHOUT a late clamour at 
the box office, Wembley will 
record its lowest Challenge 
Cup final attendance for 40 
years on Saturday. The major¬ 
ity of an anticipated 10,000 
empty seats are those belong¬ 
ing to Sheffield Eagles, who 
have sold fewer than half of 
their 14.500 allocation. 

Wembley has been at capac¬ 
ity for seven of the past ten cup 
finals. The previous lowest 
attendance was 66.109 for the 
1958 final, between Wigan 
and Workington. Whether 
through ignorance, indiffer¬ 
ence or the fact that Wigan 
are such overwhelming 
favourites, the Sheffield public 
has been slow to respond to 
the Eagles' achievement in 
reaching their first Challenge 
Cup final since the club's 
formation in 1984. 

For the first time, the Rugby 
Football League (RFL) has had 
to budget £25.000 to help to 
promote the final. Around 
5S.OOO tickets have been sold 
to date. David Callaghan, the 
RFL associate media and mar¬ 
keting director, said: “We’re 
looking at about 80 per cent 
capacity, which is similiar to 
the situation in the Seventies 
and Eighties. It reflects Shef¬ 
field's situation as a young 
dub in a development area 
which is still consolidating its 
support in the tity." 

Sheffield United's Wembley 
play-off ambitions and world 
championship snooker at the 


By Christopher Irvine 

Crucible Theatre are seeming¬ 
ly taking up greater interest. 
Mike Turner, the Eagles' mar¬ 
keting manager, said: “It's a 
problem selling rugby league 
in a predominantly football 
city. There’S a big crossover 
with soccer support and those 
with Sheffield Wednesday sea¬ 
son tickets, for instance, aren’t 
going to miss attending their 
last home game on Saturday." 

Turner is far from down¬ 
hearted, though. “I'm quite 
happy with the numbers we'll 
be taking. We’ve a hard-core 
support that is building. Until 
we first appeared on terrestri¬ 
al television last month, many 
people had never heard of us." 
he said. 

Waisale Sovatabua has 



Monie: in good position 


ROWING 


been included in Sheffield's 
20man squad after the Fiji full 
back avoided a ban for what 
was seen fay the RFL disciplin¬ 
ary committee yesterday as a 
careless but instinctive — rath¬ 
er than intentional — high 
tackle an Ben Barton, ms 
opposite number, at Hudders¬ 
field last Sunday. 

John Monie, the Wigan 
coach, said that his team 
virtually picked itself in an¬ 
nouncing the same one that 
beat London Broncos 38-8 in 
the semi-final: Nine of the 17 
are new to a Wembley final. 

“They are what I feel are the 
best players at the club. It’s a 
good position to be going to 
Wembley in," Monie said. 

Sheffield, Salford. Hudders¬ 
field and Bradford Bulls are to 
run coaching clinics to encour¬ 
age more young people from 
ethnic minorities into the sport 
with the help of a £10,000 
English Sports Council grant. 
Commissioner Ray Singh, of 
the Commission for Racial 
Equality, said that the RFL — 
the first sporting governing 
body to adopt an equal oppor¬ 
tunities policy — was some 
way ahead of football in 
implementing anti-radst mea¬ 
sures proposed by the Govern¬ 
ment's football task force. 

WtGAN WARRORS (tai Qtttonqe Cup 
P’?' * W®T*»/w1 

SdUiday) K RadfinsJu; M Bn. G Como tv 
DMpO«». J Rofjwrso". H P«i. A Snath. A 
MobWJv. R McCormack. S Holgae, D BctE; 

S Houghton. A Famd (coelom j Sub. 
atkutoKL G*nour. N Cow M Caastov, T 
O'Gonnor 


Searle chasing fourth title 
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Lt-QUUG 

Indian trees 
jadian smoke signal 

RO 

nvazemian tribesman’s 


psy 

afian pasta sauce 


SACATON 

a. A chipmunk's cheek 

b. A coarse grass 

c. A wedge-shaped bone 

NUGGAR 

a. A term of endearment 

b. A flat-ended chimney brush 

c. A large boat 

Answers cm page 42 


By Raymond Kee ne 

White to play. This position is 
from the game Botvinnik — 
Keres. Moscow. 1952. 

White's central pawn wedge 
guarantees him good aitadc- 
mg prospects on the kingside. 
How did he now make the 
most of these? 

Solution on page 42 
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GREG SEARLE. of Molesey, 
could make history when he 
competes in the Wingfield 
Sculls from Putney to 
Mortlake today. In his first 
full year of sculling. Searle 
achieved a bronze medal at 
the world championships 
told, domestically, has won 
the Diamonds at Henley, the 
Thames World Sculling 
Challenge and foe Scullers 
Head. A win in the Wingfield 
today would make him 
unique as no one has previ¬ 
ously won all four events. 

He has three rivals to 
overcome — Peter Henning 


By Mike Rosewell 

(Anriol Kensington), Ian Wat¬ 
son (London) and Tom Gale 
(Queens Tower). Watson 
finished second to Searle, 
both in die Scullers Head and 
in recent national trials, in 
spite of only recently moving 
up from lightweight to heavy¬ 
weight. Homing, champion 
from 1994 to 1996. stopped In 
the 1997 race, which was won 
by Martin Kettle. 

Kettle, somewhat off-form 
since he won the Pairs Head 
last autumn, is not defending, 
but Gale, his Pairs Head 


partner, was impressive to the 
recent British training camp 
in Belgium. 

Searie is favourite but his 
rivals have more experience 
of the Tideway and. as Wade 
Hafl-Craggs. the 1993 champi¬ 
on and now organiser, said: 
There are conditions that the 
others could handle better." 
Searie. in fact, was not happy 
m the rough water in the 
Scullers Head, when he beat 
the much lighter Watson by 
only oven seconds. He admit- 
ted; l need lo develop my all- 
round skills, Ian handled the 
conditions better." 
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RACING: BUCKL ER-TF^AINED MARE REVELS (N WET CONDITiONS TO LAND PUNCHESTQWN VICTORY 

Miss Diskin returns to make a splash 

rwiMruiusMcGiurN I "— —---• • ■** autounenomt 


SPORT 39 


From Chws McGrath 

AT PUNCHESTQWN 

: they i _ 

parts, last night they might 
well have been confounded by 
the challenge offered by the 
opening day of the Punches- 
iown Festival. Could anyone 
conceivably get as wet on the 
inside as he was on the 
outside? 

For the idea of a baptism for 
the lr£8.75 million redevelop¬ 
ment was taken to depressing- 
ly literal lengths. It was as 
though the sky had collapsed 
under the weight of an undis¬ 
covered ocean. When Tony 
McCoy rode his second wan¬ 
ner, the immediate temptation 
was to load the two horses 
straight onto an ark. 


RICHARD EVANS 


Nap: J J Baboo 
(5.45 Kelso) 

J J Baboo has been unfortu¬ 
nate to be 'pipped by some 
useful novices notab^ when 
recording a decent time be¬ 
hind subsequent Amfcree win¬ 
ner Deep'wat«-:owr course 
and dgCrocc^Vy 

NB: Excise Man 
(S.00 Kelso) 


Things became so bad that 
when Brendan Powell crossed 
the line on Miss Diskin, 
winner of the Rob con Con¬ 
struction Handicap Chase, 
there were only four of his 
original 22 rivals still toiling in 
distant pursuit — and they all 
refused to jump the last. 
Round wood throwing Garrett 
Cotter onto the fence. 

As Miss Diskin's splendid 
isolation dawned on the mud¬ 
dy jockeys, they eventually 
remounted to stage a separate 
race, a minute or two later, for 
the place money. It seemed 
eminently suitable that, 
among them, BaJIydougan 
should manage to get thud 
He is by The Parson out of Get 
My Pint There will certainly 
have been enough of the latter 
last night for the estimable 
Bob Buckler, who trained the 



His Song, right leads French Ballerina on his way to a thrilling victory in the Country Pride Champion Novices' Hurdle at Purtchestown yesterday 


mare in Dorset for him to 
require the pastoral attention 
of the former this morning. 

“The more it rained, the 
more 1 smiled.” Buckler said. 
“She loves the mud and she’s 
so game — so game that I may 
run her again here on Thurs¬ 
day." Powell, raised locally, 
had been plying his trade 
rather further afield over the 
weekend, contesting an inter¬ 
national jockeys' challenge in 
Japan. He rides at Plumpton 
today. 

There was also a British 
success-in the BMW Handi¬ 
cap Chase, albeit Big MatFs 
task was considerably eased 
by the second-fence departure 
of Klairon Davis, who had 


Sheikh Mohammed has cleared the final administrative hurdle 
in his quest to secure Evry as a private training facility for a 
hundred of his Godolphin juveniles. France Galop, the ruling 
body of French raring, approved the move at a board meeting 
yesterday to lease the modem French track to him. 


won the last two runnings. 
Nicky Henderson, the win¬ 
ning trainer, said: “If you’d 
asked me before. 1 would have 
said that he must have fast 
ground, so we’ve probably 
been training him wrong for 
the past five years — but we do 
know he loves going right- 
handed." 

Certainly, it takes more 
than a spot of rain to quench 
the Bacchanalian instincts of 
Pundiestawn. This, after all. 


represents the National Hunt 
season's final fling — and its 
most earnest endeavour to 
achieve a better understand¬ 
ing of the hangover. This quest 
even embraces the horses. 
After the excesses of Chelten¬ 
ham and Ain tree, it is perfectly 
natural for some of them to 
succumb to a mood of stale 
introspection on their next 
outing. 

Not so His Song and French 
Ballerina, however, who re¬ 


sumed their difference of opin¬ 
ion from Cheltenham with one 
of the best finishes of the 
whole season in the Courier}’ 
Pride Champion Novices' 
Hurdle. If they were men they 
would no doubt prepare for 
the marathon by getting out¬ 
side a couple of gallons of smut 
the njght before.. 

But French Ballerina is. in 
foci, of the fair sex, and 
Graham Bradley patiently 
held her finer frame together 
as McCoy — aware that foe 
five runners had travelled 
with prudent stealth through 
foe mire—got busily down to 
work on the towering His 
Song from the home turn. 
Bradley managed to coax his 


mount a neck ahead on the 
run-in, but McCoy had scent¬ 
ed blood. He proved as indom¬ 
itable as at any time during 
this amazing season, inching 
His Song's head back in front 
in foe last stride. 

Mouse Morris, eager to see 
His Song follow his true 
vocation as a chaser next 
season, said: "It was a battle 
royal, a classic, and he de¬ 
serves a long rest after that. 
They are both better on good 
ground, but foe mare, in 
particular, hasnl got her usu¬ 
al toe on this”. 

Cbld comfort for French 
Ballerina's backers, who were 
left with little alternative but to 
drown their sorrows. 



THUNDERER 

5.25 Cedar Square. 6.00 Teeton Mill. 6.35 The 
Malakarma. 7.10.BIank Cheque. 7.45 Cavalero. 8.15 
Warren Soy. 

Carl Brans: 5.25 Hall's M3I. 6.00 Teeton Mill. 6.35 
Pin Up Boy. 7.10 Westerlands Queen. 7.45 
CavaJero. 8.15 Warren Boy. 


GOING: GOOD TO SOfT (SOFT PATCHES) 


SIS 


5.25 RACING CHANNa AVAILABLE ON 
TaEWEST MAIDEN HUNTERS-CHASE 

(Amateurs: £1,961:2m 5f) (18 runners) 

1 -PM KSHMEADRAMBLER7P (S) W&e*B-12-0-SBush| 

? P3P5 BMXVHMM0N IBP E FranjaO <M2-€ . MaJI 

3 14» Bit OF AM DOT 39 (G1C Mwlocfc »(MM. If# 

4 /3P2 BROTHER PRIM IIP A Tnta 9-12-0 . . MMante 

5 PP30 CA7CWW»SEB©aS)AAn«ra-r2-0. KAtattam! 

G fW CEDAR SQUARE ItBPffSJ VCWman 7-12-0— JJuttsI 

7 fill HALL'S mi IBP (SS) J Port* B-12-0- R. Fomaal I 

8 -P14 H0BM3BBER 75 (RS) J Docttf 11-12-0 . ... J Doctor 

9 -302 JB LAO 16 t&S) H Tuck 13 12-0-IteVRttolSl 

jo ji «J0Rw*53P/&s;ja»uto«i^«-o. . . a Baunp I 

11 3413 MR MAD 8 tS) M P KWW 10-12-0- p H* mEr Q 

.. 12 3P32 PLUCKY HJnTER 10P (F) J Junto 10-12-0 . ... A MwfT) 

[' 13 P/3P SH eSJRfiE CHUFFY tlr (SI Mn 2 MiKne** *®q m 

U IP-1 TlfiMHYMM IBP (G.S) H L*e 9-12-0- AWfiteQ 

IB RR THE FLASHER MP (B) P JtoiBS M2-0- p <£®<£!*(2 

16 2OT IFT0HOROT11P{S)JCoW1B-12-O. 

17 *41 6B.LANE38P(F.6|(*SCttorJnue9-ri-9 DSJehsCT 

18 3P1P SECRET TRUTH 15 (B> toSe. J Uartw 9-11-9 .. AfcbrttafTl 
!W MoorLme. 3-1W) MS. IM J BUtf. J2-J Mf Mto. TtsaHym®. 14-1 B8 
IX An kW. HoboUei. Be Lane. S«ad Tiun. iG-i Mien 


6. 00 FAUCETS PERRIN A ROWE BATHROOMS 
HUNTERS CHASE (Amateurs: £4.182:3m 21110yd) (9) 


1122 AVQSTAR 13 
3111 STALBfTOE 


\ Uii C Osier 11-12-6 ■ B ftJftick (51 
. 13 lC0.aS) J wow BrIM , 

KOssA Goccnaa 

-111 T^IW WU. 33 laSIMm ^ WHanr. 9-17-6 
■21U S0ME-TUV 26 (CJ.6.S1 J S<p« 12-12-3 Mbs L B facttanl 
14-2 DOUBLE TTffHLuR IBP fF£1 HC WWenG-12-fl J 
-P32 FOX POUTER S (D.F^S) Ms L E* 13-12-0 .. J 

7 5RR2 K9» 22P (FAS) AndwJMalSi 11-12-0. AM«»I 

fl 0386 SCOTtXG S (BJF.S) J R Sutran l2-l2-0 S J oyn a 

9 2221 J0VFTOLH21 (ESIMoBShonoe 7-1M2 SSTOiQBI 
8-11 lew* MS. 5-1 SMidge BHL 11-2 Jtv F« Lie. 7-1 An«. t*f Fa 
PotoH. 16-1 Double Thrite. 25-1 EomhToy. 33-1 oUWl. 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TRABIERS: R WBbns. 3 wlmeis tan 7 runner; 419%. I 
iun 15. 26.7V Ms, V LWtanr. 4 bom ia 22 2^ (Mr 
JOCKEYS. No quaMUds. _ 


BUNKERED FIRST TIME Cheltenham: 5.25 THp ® ® 

Avoaiar, Scooni B IS Prmoe Nepal. 6.35 Pin Up Boy Kateo:6 50 
Quano Plumptofr. 3 SO Nafwe Venture. 


6.35 WINNING POST AT CHaiBfKAM HUNTERS 
CHASE (Amateurs: £4.260:4m If) (11) 

1 1-44 THE MALAKARMA 53 (BXDJF.BJS) Mb C Batty 12-12-7 

B Potato) 

2 1228 WSXAW HOUSE 27 (tDJ.B,S) P Qomops 12 - 12-4 CVLgorePi 

3 {U ALBERT BLAKE IBP fG.5] T R KJrtw 11-12-0 GKatmerQ 

4 3412 ARCHER B fl Lsris 10-12-0 --MJMiUm 

5 643U HGHWAYFMS 11 (tLSJSBmote 10 - 12-0 . MissEJames 0 

6 33P3 HOLYSTWG 8 BeGta9-12-0-fllWfcyP) 

7 431P MEIR0Sm£31P (SI Ctamr 15-12-0- TJUbs® 

B 2212 ORWELL ROSS IBP G) J Tulaii 13-12-0 _. S Btedwe* (7) 
9 230 OSCEOLA3SP IS) M&SMta 12-J2-0-DSJms(7) 

10 P 121 PWUPBOntP 1Y3 )R«k» 9-12-0-CSmcBmP) 

11 3350 SBBSAT 28 (F.fl^) J Tip 14-12-fl-MteTBta»(7) 

5* HdbnJ House. Hll» Mdakarra. 10-1 Pn Up Bo». «-l *n*W- &*«« 
Hoes. 1*1 HHfM? Fiie, 15-1 Holy Smo. 20-1 often. 


7.10 B0WWHGIKTB1MEDIATE 

CHAMPIONSHIP HUNTBTS CHASE FINAL 

(Amateurs: £2,827:3m If 110yd) (B) 

T -III LA57OPTION 15©AS)R14*6-134 MsFWe*m{7) 

2 2113 ALiWEATHER 10F{F,6£)W5DWtemfli 12-12-7 

MWtanNtm 

3 4111 BLANK CHEQUE 10P (BJS) J J Cories 8-12-7 .O&nkstf 

4 P2S5 CO«iaAUOS18»j.fi)MY»oofl 9-12-7-S Bust) SI 

5 2112 GLBOWCKBl32P£6)Hflog 12-12-7- 

6 21N HALS PRICE 45R (BS) T L Jane. 11-12-7 

7 4212 SAMULE34ffiS)MnAHmtaB-1Z-7 G Batoot-Sart (7) 

8 4122 WESTHBAIdS 0UE9 2ZP (fS^I H Ifimm 9-12-2 

A CtaAs-Jooiis (7) 

2-1 Lm Offai 1M BtM Oetfie. B-1 SMtaldan Wesutnb Queen. 7-1 
San*. 10-1 All We*a. 20-1 Htfs Pimce. 25-1 CeuMBato. 


7.45 CQUN NASH MEMORIAL UNITED HUNT 
CHALLENGE CUP HUNTBl CHASE 

(Amaleurs: £2,243:3m II 110yd) (6) 

1 313/ BLACKGUARD 1425(COflLGosact 12-12-3 JGnsstt(71 

2 mi CAVAlBte 7 p.FGilHIttioen 9-12-3 A COateJono (7) 

3 -213 DOUBLE 5U 38 (BFXtLFSB) R C WWft 14-12-3 JThUrtg) 

4 153P HVSITC MAMIA IfiP (SI Mi fi AMK9H 12-12-3 2 Bass 

5 U33P RUSTY FUL0W 4 |T1 RSlafl 8-12-3-- DMasaim 

6 3124 D0UBTMBDONNAB«FA5)SlbpB 12-1M2 - DSJohK( 7) 
*5 Cwatoo. 5-4 Data Stt. 16-1 OoubtiBg Domo. 25-1 Ruay Feta 50-1 
BtadQuanl. Mysbc Mam. 


8.15 BETTY COLEY SPECIAL 
BIRTHDAY HUNTERS CHASE 

(Amateurs: £2,306:2m 110yd) (11) 

) k A Pent 9-12-7_OS Jones i 

C.F£) M Dan 11-12-7 - GMtaMWi 
.EL5>MEton5 11-32-4 - llltonm* 

" KLDSJMJQajell 9-12-0 MOV* i 
)DGfl4sB-12-0 . . - JMPiictooi 
[ffilMta TO-12-0 AOHteJfltoSl 
y>) T Hoobns 1*124 -. SSMnfcn| 

.PGotoQa 7-12-0 .M Hank | 

)TLJoims 8 - 12-0 -ADatal 

IWII cniuna lor «■» r 7-11-9—-->108II Cftol XJ | 

.. p/n a«MSVB*W73PBHelp*8-11-0-4Cn»4iy! 

5-2 asm 3-1 Wacw Boy. 5-1 VWSorjj. 6-1 BRtnfinj. B-i l»am*i, 12-1 
Dooor-JL Prince HepsL 16-1 often. 


I F1S1 BUSMAN 28 jJLBJ 


. -142 VITAL SONG 

3 3310 MLAME7SE761 

4 06FP URRHG-MUMl.. 

5 IB 26 DOCTOW 18 (BTJ.Fji 

6 2U42 L BAMBMO 1GP1 

7 P5G3 PfWCENSW.1t 

8 IfH SULLY BLUE IBP I 

9 PC11 WAKRB1 BOV ISP 
10 P/PR EATONS IBP jtePj 
If 


YESTERDAY'S RESULTS 


Bath 


Gong: sob 

SUM 11 m 2 f| 1 . PEAK PATH (W R Swtnbcm. 
11-4. TTmetefloWa top rattno): 2. Zyjtoco 

it DunoTijXHB®i p hS, e-D also 

RAN 2 taw Exll To SomewtieiB (4fh|. 6 
Cne«** 5 e Hidga. 16 LaJfah, 25 MdEufrar» 
Ftonanra. Tales Of Bounty <Sfrf. 33 Wnw 
Awarded, 66 Stanaz. 100 Another Beveled 
(54h) 11 ran NK. 123, ZKI. 2*1. 71 M SioUe 
a Newmarket Tote- S3 40. Cl 60. Cl £). 
CliO DF £11 30. Trttx ESIB CSF C19.97. 
23011m SI 4Gvcf) T. SADtAN IK 1 Fatal. 8-4 
tav). 2. Hadaydt iR HBs. Ml, 3. Angstrom 
W Ftad. 5-21. ALSO RAN- 7-2 Oenyqu" 
i4ihi 4 ran 3*1. 3L 19L H CecJ M 
Newnol-ai Tote. £230. DF- C 4 90 CSF 
E7« 

34)0 (51 llydll. SPEED ON (WRSujnburn. 


I4th|. 14 Ftuzen fSni.33NoOeKno (5th|. Vn 
S ran. a. 31M, 21 , nk. 2L H Candy ai 
Wanage. Toto EB40; £280. Cl SO. Cl JO 

w mm csf H7JO- 

330 11 m 21 -Wytfl 1 . EASTYVELL HALL tJ 
Lew 9-2 lav): 2 . Ftovasy NJgfa |G L-an«. 
g- 1 ). 3. Desen Spe ( 1 C (^Don. 3-D. ALSO 
Ran. J 1 - 2 sapVerture.GAdeetoRdeifS-? 
Ivory League. 8 Mite Of My Head. l£ Da 
Bora, i-i Saxon viewy 20 Espresso, 
25 Fbcket (5di). Hie Blues Academy. M 
Aanta W 13 ran. WFt Canxse-». a * 
hd. a. 4L R Curts ai Epsom Tote £540. 
C2L4D, £420. £240. W 7 £28 JO Trio 
£10480 CSF £40.01 Trtcast £294 75 
4.00 (SI 11W0 1. DANOE FLYB1 (3 W«- 
wonh. 8-3 lav) 2. Harvey's Future fJ Lows. 
33-1). 3. Bayto p S«raeL 16-1). 4 
CitadraBa IN Vartw. H-l). ALSO RAN. 6 
Eta Ledger. 8 BremttB Bear tSfffl. 
Rairah's Ustier, 10 BaJymcte. 12 Fhgfl 
Hproid. Mamus. 14 Dancrig Mystery t&N- 
16 LonwmcF Lad. Tnkof Oamaaion. CO w* 
To»fci.25Midngf8C00‘ite335haipSio^ 1 ' 
SO Lighrs 01 Home. 17 ran NR: Roys' S** 
H i* r*. Nl. sh-hd D Aibttaoi a 
Compton Twer £5 70. Cl £0. ES.40. (3 70. 
£300 DF' £18950 CSF 1 . £15832 Tncasr 

£2.04i ao 7m eiznoo. 

4-30 (51 nydl 1. MONKSTON PONT © 
VYtwwwth. 11-a. 3. PaWW W Slack. 11-21; 
1 Fled Charger (PFessoy. 5-1) RLSOlWL 
4 tor Urd Sualef. 6 Char^flf (41ft). 7 SpM 


Tha Aces, a Doctor Spto gft). 10 tar's 
tnesimert (Sh). 12 J 1 ® 1 SirKw, iBShfr 
l«icr> 33 CaahW. Ctera Blue, March Party 
T3 ^l“, 3H 3f. 21. 3K-I- DArtdtwia 
Compton TWO £3.60. C330. EZ>OJ2 TO. 
DFffi990 CSF £37 35 TnoElfiS®. 
5.00 (1m 31 144yt0 1 . FteSPBERRV SAUOE 
U Weaver. 11-21: £ UrneilWi (S ftowne. 
14 11; 3. H«puy Lu^jF Vail 10-1) 
ALSO RAN 3 tev Tycoon T*a J 6 BO,.5 

P«i). 1= r «»» Proie^^May 
Twe tt »i&a £29ojoooj)F^7 m 

Trier £130 30 CSF C7lS7.Tnca6l.£eB3B6 
i25(1m2f) 1. ABYAAN 0- pmon>1)-^ 

Lsai Spear. 12 Traesue Chesl JMi), SS 
Pen*** Fantea. 

Saintly Thoughts. Topaz (Btfi). »1 «a 4 *. 

3> & j Goshen a NewnaiWL lore 
E 7 «C 3 80 CimTi-30 DF £4340 Tno- 
E 3 l 30. CSF- £S3 EG. 

jackpot: C83LS2B.70. 

Placspot E13&80 Ouadpoc £402a 

Nottingham 

Go*g: sort moavy ii p4»=J»; 

* «c fta iSvd) 1 JUNtOB MUt-H+l 1C 
SkxaFa^Ma (A McCarthy. 

^f^SI 

eLmS £4020. Tro £151« CSF 

ESS-S^fe&V 

ggl-Baarjss-" 


3,15 ta I ^U -DtePOL. CLAN (J Cam*. 


20 - 1 ): 2 . 

Risky 

RAN: 


i Reel (A McCartny, 5-D: 3. 

“ '--• II. ALSO 

I Ol Lava 


VatanUne (D sieeney 5-11. ALSO 
- -n f4th). 7 F 


11-4 fav Smtta I. — 

5 Capon MHer [Qhl. 10 .------ 

._^e.l 6 Sme«-DlBwioEac Bran Hd. r*. 
K4. 1 W.21. P CflNa m Ripon TcAa E40 7D: 
£720. £1.10. £3 30 OF £88 40. CSF. 
£109.83 

3.46 Urn 54yd1 IJNCHTjWUC Rutter 7-J 
lav)- 2. TnmyGra^a (Pal Eddery. 6 - 1 ); 3. 
Yaiwbi |K D«fcy. 11-2). ALSO RAN 7-2 L£- 
manto Lees |4lfy, 1 1 Haefeo. 16 Oare hAe. 20 
F«wi Fire, Roma Cwfee. 25 toehtav. 

Queen (ffih). Notcbm Joy. so isomer 
Stofiefln Precision FWsh. 15 ran. NR. Lady 
CM Loner. 3W, l». JMLAHOttJ 
ja Tore C250: £120. £370. Cl 70 
UXJ.Tno £BflO CSF-£11.14 


M^L»-TALSb torn 

Gttf). 10 Corsacaa Rotanna. 12 Bta 
Bean. Brooksto. 14 Boai*2iarrp MqqC, 

Shamiah Sonfl (BtfiL 16 MtJS* n£ 
Surbawa, Top Ftoof. 35 BaPy Spice. Bn 
Nnps ChSTlB ran 3W. 
aiy.lVi4 1 lSLM-JOi4*P“ Ar l*?SJ T 9S 
£3 70" £1-80. £4.30. USO. £560. DF 
wash thbembu csf £2844. Tricaa 

C2S2S2 

4.45 (im 11213yd) 1 ..FLYWIS FUP fttean 

i. 10 - 11 ; 2 . Bakenr Oaugha? (C 
*1 JWav), 3. Onetartnerfcdh (D 
11-2). ALSO RAW 4-1 #-IW 

|4tft), 9 SuaBalCry. 11 Fa 


McKeoum 

LOtoher. 

Harnecn. 

Inchnation 


fprnM Sarah ( 5 th) 8 Meno 
Qtoy. 33 Lochlase (Sty. 9 
1 ML 61. B Moraan ar & 4 ton- 0 n- T rBflL u» 
CMl" E2.80.E1 90. C2Sa DF-QOM Trip 
£10850 CSF. £49.02 Trcaer £2»9< 

sj» dpi«? 


UncnanoBU 12 BeauCh*^ 

^ Backwa*. BBttteeLW 

E2 *0. C1J0 OF. fig!® Toy £28500 
CSF. CTO 16 Trfcasl £207*4 
Ptoctxx* £807-80 Ouadpoc £24-40. 



THUNDERER 

£20 Brighstone. £55 Pfiar Setter. 3^30 Bold 
Ctotphin. 4.00 Capenwray. 4^0 Defendtherealm. 
5.05 Miss Ondee. 

Timekeeper's top rating: £55 GO GO HENRY. 


GOING: SOFT (HEAVY IN PLACES) 
7.30AM INSPECTION 


SIS 


2.20 BODMIN NOVICES SELLING HURDLE 

(£1,630:2m 2) (6 runners) 

: -ssi 


1 1013 BWBHSTOIC MJBFS M Pipe 5-1W>- 

2 4-OP ARCTIC CHAfnS150 6 LUwr 6-11-0- DMWP^S) 

3 0003 BUY W PLY 36 HWtbb 5-11-0-DJ Mcfttf 77 

4 00 MONTlCaLOIBMMrgoeHdge6-11-0-DCned>(7) 74 

& P- MGBSCHOICES38FADSrnU6-11-0-DM - 

6 POOO SEE MMIOW 18 UfasSWaatmi 5-10-9 N VtattoaBn (7) - 

1-3 arj0*m. 7-1 UaxKtto. B-1 Ante Cteaftr, >0-) Bw My Ply. 33-) Hgds 
Ctncc: Sen hbmra 

2.55 EXMOOR NATIONAL HUNT NOVICES HURDLE 

(£2,444:2m 3f 110yd) (18) 

1 1-ra/UJSatWLE 158 fflF^J 7 Foote 7-11-7-S Wjmt 

2 1442 GO BO FEHRY 18 (BF.S1H AfciP 6-11-7-AThorrmi 

3 3112 ABAUARD BB p.E0S) R Fra 9-n-0-J Frost 

4 2-04 B0imT-f*HHD IB Mt&HKiilW 6-11-0-JCeSoty 80 

5 03PF BOMBACHAR8B)42Mrs$ whnB6-n-O —RBnwe 77 

8 1/BRAiaLBflatMff 10MP<F)lfcH ISta 7-»-8E tow 69 

7 3R3P EASTDWGOU)OUST 15AHobte5-11-0-BTptmw - 

B 15 KBtnPlBM0104(5)Ntoseto6-11-0-WMasftn HC 

9 WOS KATWHALRASCOSSl Cftwtani S-H-0-. Rftn*f 67 

10 22 WAR BETTBl 54 (B^ C Braoto 6-11-0.— D 0ta»W 100 

11 0640 SAWOnANISllHUb-ll-O—-CIMbffl - 

12 4U6 SLVER910CCOIB(S)MCUJa«36-11-0-BODort BO 

13 5 SURPRISE BUtoBt 44 Uc U JtBC B-11 -Q —, D Carey (71 - 

U 225 7renC3ttflJtwrW7CeapS-7l-6--GHoffto 83 

15 SF4Z ZAGBtr LANE BP IMM 6-11-6-SBwoeqb 101 

16 UFPP OUNMOSCOUHTnY34(B)FTitaj8-1MSeftaMUM10 - 

1? OOP? FLY*4B«mSt18Sl!itab-iM-0S*tr(3) - 

18 P FBWBW)L5IIPIpe7-lM.._JH«(7» - 

1 H n»ar Bara. 6-1 Mama*. M Tag® tana S-r Gc Ga Hcny. Kmtifi brd. 
iD-i AbmnL 12-1 BonMenll Chid. Rdnod. 1*1 others. 


3.30 C00P8TS & LYBRAND NOVICES CHASE 

(£3.818:2m 7f 110yd) W) 

1 fflll BOLDD0LPHN15(S)TFgRUr8-1M-ATtorntonRH 

2 2552 FBWER BAY 16 fflFSjMftHttta 7-11-3-G UOWTW 

3 -0PF BLAQAL BUG7 IS) «BJtotp6-11-2-- 

4 P3U0 FORTYIYKIDEE 14NSmlft8-10-11-MSftante B9 

*5 Hire toy. 11-10 Bold Dntphav 3-1 FOYIta Dm, 33-1 GBdd Wnj 

4.00 RACING CHANNa HANDICAP CHASE 

(£3,818:2m 31110yd) (5) 

1 4014 THUMBS IP 29 (CJ.OS) G UcCmI 12-11-10 to 0 Knay (7) 117 

2 1511 CAPavmm 15 (C0FAS1JBag9-11-5 1 __ 

3 1FP1 HR PLAYFUL S (W^JBLSj B Fi« 8-11-5 f8rt-.--.JtW SB 

A P0* RAHSIH1359 (RF^PHrUB 10-10-9 I* B •«« J7) TBT 
i 1222 GRAItM 14 (DJ^J P HMee B-lM—. Sta 125 

7-4 (Mm. 2-1 Capmny. 7-2 Itum Up B-1» PUyM. iB-i Bantar. 

4.30 COOPERS & LYBHAHD HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£2,803:2m 3f 110yd) (B) 

1 11/P 6 MAME SOCIETY 42 ASIA HeUB J0-T2-0 — A Thorton - 

2 2211 POMMESECRET 11 AgSMPipe5-11-11 _ GSeppta (S) IK 

3 0U12 DEFHfinHBffiALM 15 (BFfll B Froa 7-11-7 - JFroSJ 107 

4 P552 HAWYLASS IglCAF^Jtaft 9-11-S — WMKBi 1« 

5 frF3 9KHAHTFDCOTTAGE6RWdprSa6-10-13 yMHhsPIJ 


g FB?) aercsEStm, isfC^PBaami^iD-ssjjmta] 

7 S 0 UTHBWBDGEC@HFroa 7-10-5... UrAHotororft .. 
A 2G2B LYFHAHD’S FABLE 7 (S) T GeMpa 7-10-3— Ertebtoflffl 101 
5 -Z Ptrwe Seoul 7-2 Hrody laa *i Sumtsa Spacer. StZ MandMeatn 1 (F 
1 Endw*dCat^o,1M Sotoera RJdijB, Lyptarffs Facto. &1 MstroSoctoy. 

5.05 DARTMOOR CONOfTHHUL JOCKEYS NOVICES 
HANDICAP HURDU (£1.872: 2m 2fl (8) 

1 0211 MSS OFCff 16 (CO.F;Sj UP&H-tZ-Q ■ G SiWte 104 

2 4FP1 LAYtTOWTHBJttE 15 CT^S) R FreB 9-11-8 T O’Coa w O) 100 

3 FPS5 SAMBPOKTSmCPMiamB-il-D-S 

A 234P SPMT LB/aSm JRPayra I 0 - 1 M TPa swaba 95 
i 0414 SUPRfflt CRUSADffl Z3 W Hdlguie-CiilM 7-104 M State 78 
B 510) AfBOSO 18WJ9Hqgbo 10-10-6..PHeNty M 

7 P5S SPRM3 MLSLm 204 (RBF£) D GardolQ 6-10-5 SopUe 6BRM1 OH 

8 POO- PEYTON JOHB55BAOSBtoS-lM-S&WWH3) - 

2-1 Mns Qndaa, 5-2 Sonfl MustM, 7-2 QMtotteOu. 7-1 StxrO LewL HM 
Mna 16-1 Stpw Cnaato. 25-1 Sands RM.33-1 Prytoe Janes. 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TOAMER&Mra M Jones 3 urns Bom 9 nmrm. DJL H 
KnMX. 30 *W 1 109.27 ». u pipe. 65 P«nJ44 268%, 1 Fasto. 5 
hm22.227%;P 40*5.73hum 173. ia7%:BAftar. 11 wrosO. 
l 2 H.JKino.GHm 4113^. 

J0CKEY8: G 5«ple. 5 aimers torn 97 rales. 19 5%: J Fiaa. 1 J tom 
1 * 1 .14XA. jwSy. 4 ftm 29.11H. Ortyqoaiaas. 


□ The meeting at Exeter today is threatened 
by heavy rain and prospects depend on an 
eartynmoraing inspection. Nick Ansefl. the 
cleric of foe course, said yesterday. “We have 
had nearly eight inches of rain this month, 
with a third of an inch in just 40 minutes on 
Monday. But this is a qmck-diying course, so 
we have decided to have a precautionary 
inspection at 730am." 


Ki 


f:,'- 


THUNDERER 

5.45 J J Baboo. 6.15 Ingletonian. 8.50 Rossel. 725 
Better Times Ahead. 8.00 Tartan Tradewinds. 830 
Untetfien. 

Cart Evans: 8.00 Tartan Tradewfnds. 


GOING: SOFT 


SIS 


5.45 MCLEAN CONTRACTS MAIDEN HURDLE 

(£3,039:2m 110yd) (10 runners) 

J AynskyB-11-G_RUcCreBip) 

I (V) M renwixMl 5-11-6..RGanta 

l lins 5 Smto 7 -11-6-SPorrtt (7) 


1 0-FP CHAINLB^SJi 

2 4530 J J BABOO 29 

3 MO IHrSaOn24»5S Smift7-11-6-Startup) 

4 5P NOBBCaFT7HBsDTtaaon5-11-8_Dtatar 

5 0 PORTER PADDY 5 L UngD 6-11-6-RStoph 

6 OfrO BUDOflA37JTiirw5-11-1 :-WthWB0fl(7) 

7 SUTTERM/T SAL 0 Lamb 7-11-1-J Sarto 

1 006 CHAHTUYR0SE33 MssR BrMs 6-11-1-8 Storey 

9 500 JUST HUSH 57 JINtaiM 1-1_A MM 

10 RHAPSODY IN 9MTC196F A YflMB 4-11-0 ... BHanftq 
5-4 J J Btoao. *1 Paw Paktj. B-1 QtaiMRi Rasa, Rb^eody h fflite. 12 1 Jus 
Hub. 16-1 MoH Boy, 20-1 Buouui SaL 25-1 Qfte& 


6.15 RYDEN INTERNATIONAL PR0PBTTY 
CONSULTANTS NOVICES CHASE (£3.404:2m If) (9) 

1 3FJ2 AOUM7IC 85 (F&S? R Aitor 7-JJ-5-BSarey 

2 1F6F CUTWLLHOre IB IWIULS) Mn S SMi 7-11-5 

BFRvanp) 

3 3243 HAM KtGGS 15 B) U Hsrmwd 7-11-5 - R Ganity 

4 D2F3 MGLETDNMN 11 (SI B MKBOBBi 9-11-5- B Lae 

5 4806 AS7RALHW23 (F.B) R^toi JD-ll-0_SMetocep) 

6 U33P PATTH1 MEBCHAKT 12 IBs L RusseR 9-11 -0-T Rtofl 

7 0660 SILVER PEARL 8 JBnlay M1-0__A Dobbin 

8 PFP 6 STMGMG SEE33 WRM 7-11-0-R McGrta (3) 

9 6-20 SUPREME SOVIET 30 (F) A Wham 8 -H-O —— BHtotao 
11-61tatoM. 11-4 Cmil Hopr- 6-1 Hsro NTggs. 7-1 Atom*c. 12-1 Pacer 
MattaoL 14-1 Sopretne Soviet 25-1 Aatoaon. She; PtarL 33-1 SKngwp ta 


6.50 ROYAL BANK OF SCOTLAND HANDICAP 
HURDLE (£4,879:2m 110yd) (6} 

1 1201 CHARMNG ADMRAL 23 (B.C1L5) Un A Swnbmk 51M1 

jr 

2 3465 H0SSa5HFOlF£»PMa»ai5-10-l3-AI 

3 5P45 MffiAIIO 15 NJISl} EasMto MO-13-LV*yo 

4 5621 SAMAM0 4 (p.f.G5) ifci L SUdafl 6-10-10 (6n) .. T toed 

i 0560 SARHATJAN15p/.G)Fitatatfi7-1M-(Jenlne(7) 

B PI66 WELL AJTOMTH) 16 (CO^.G) 8 Mataggen 9-10-0 

WBOteocp) 

21 OarnitoQ AdminL9^ SwsinM.5-1 Rosstl. 7-1 Ouam. Wei AwcWW, 12- 
1 Stfiram 


7.25 MASON ORGANISATION CENTRE 

ATTRACTION HANDICAP CHASE 

(£4,004:3m If) (10) 

1 -PUP WWSPBfflBSTEa 61 (DAS) G tolar* 72-12-0 

2 6105 BETTER TICS AHEM) IB (CGi) G Mat* 12-11-9 

A Dobbin 

3 2562 KBX0L6AN16 (CD/.5) Ms i Goadfcta 11-11-4 

MHan«y(7) 

4 0521 NAUGHTY RJTURE 9 (ILOS) JJOUal 9.10-13 (ta) 

RMcSrahR) 

5 S>U2 GSAS LAD 29 (D.FS) Mrs 5 Snuin 11-10-10 _ G F Ryan (3) 

6 1330 SMOTOHNBfcL 16aFJJSDWfeed9-104 ktaVJactoon 

7 3-11 GARBirS BOY 208 (CQ.FJ3 J Ti*wt 6-10-5- R StopM 

8 3Z23 PARIAH 6 (S) M lOOhrtffB-WM--B HenUno 

9 P-PF EASTEfl OATS 18 (CDF,ILS| R Gottt II-ftM KJKsrol 

10 540F SIDNEY BURKE 5 (BAG) Hss L ftcMM 9-10-0 . .. T Hear) 
*1 Bator Times Abend. 9-2 toota. 5-1 Wegft Feta, tom Lad. H -2 
tan s Boy. 7-1 Pxo*. 12-1 Wmarino Seer 1*1 often 


8.00 CHARLIE BROWN UNTIED BORDER 
HUNTERS CHASE (Amateurs: £1.543: 3m If) (6) 


2105 fORDSTOWW 8 (F5 
1112 KOWAYMAK12 (Fi 
P221 EXCISE MAR IBP (F 
-422 PfERDnRUUUtW 


IJ Saratay 9-12-4 —„ J fJeonja (7) 
ii)KAndeoo8H2-4 . .. RUaronp) 
as) F total 10-11-12 __ J Ytoftan 
0 4P FAS) Mss P Robson 11-11-12 

Ffcs P Robson (5) 

5 -ao TARTAN 17UDEKM& 12 (BSAA B Ooonb 11-11-13 

APtoarpj 

6 38ID THE MOSSES IBPffS) «R VOreo* 13-11-12 

MsVJKfcnp) 

li-iO lewBynsw. Taroo 1rade»4o&, 7-1 False Ybo. Pqw ODraravirti. 1 &- 

1 Fot d s tt wi 25-1 The Mossto 


8.30 RBfTQN SWAN & PARTNERS HANDICAP 

HURDLE (£2,857: 2m6fU0y<f} (8) 

1 00-1 JOCKS CROSS 18(F.EL8)Bffidonfc7-11 -11_ ADobbta. 

2 0363 MLACEGATE HNS 18 (tS) A S-ll-i IJartaTT) 

3 40PP I8ARCHANFUNO IB(B&S1 IIHamtad Hi-0 RGantoy 

4 3424 UNLA1H3t23 fCDFjB^) Ifc U Retey 8-10-13_GIM 

5 5-70 STORMY CORAL 18 BE.DJJLS) C Parte 8-1H _ B SBroy 

6 5201 DBfnCULATA 16 P SpotKmad 10-10-0 STeytorQ) 

7 1213 CASH BOX 47 Car 10-iIH)---SSmOi 

0 3P00 DBJBPKXX.S7 R»n» ?- 1 (W_Rlk£raft{3) 

52 Stony Cool, 3-1 Jods Cues. 7-2 Unbftea 7-1 FatotaR Nng. 8-1 CM 
Bm. 10-1 Demote. 12-1 Uartox Ung. 50-1 tMtflftlOi. 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


1RAMHI& Us A Semtaot. 9 nw ban 26 nmec, 34t>%: Ms 
U RwSey. 3S bora 124. 28.2V 6 ftchanfe. 19 Iran «. 22£V M 
Hammond. 23 bom 102.215V Ato, S Sm*. fl ton 37.216Y Ms 
J Cootahw. 7 bom 43.153V 

J0CXEVS N Saraiy 15 ntoPBre fnn 53 (to. 23 S%: A OJbOta, S 
ttm IE. 17-1%: J Supple, 6 hn 3i ins; D Parta. id tiffl 60. 
1SJ1: l wye. 11 «*» 68, i&2%r b Saw. j 9 taro 165. n9k B 
Kmfno. 7 bom G& ten 




PLUMPTON 


THUNDERER 

£10 Sim Alert 3.50 Regal Aura 

2.45 Augusi TweHth 420 Proceed 

& 2 Q LANSDOWNE (nap) 4-55 Tough Act 


OWIN4JNE RACECARD 


101 113143 GOOD TOES 13 (BF/AS) (Mo D Raomoni B KB 12-0--— 8 Wea(7) 88 

■Ms. BF —Data bmuto to toes aon 
Gorng on toach Bora las non (F— firm, good to 
Arm. ftanl G — ffood S—sati. good u soft. 
Dewy) Omar in tndeft. Rarer Agi ana 
■rota tour pis ao/ Wmu 
Tmeteepofs speed tatng 


l number Sft-towe kxm(F —led P — 
anea up. u — ueeta rate B—brought 
SMi S—sSCQeti up H—nteft D — 
danaTi&ed) Hose's ram Days am tad 
Kftm F il flat (B— DUiftas. V —«sor H — 
ftooa £ —Eyeshnftl C—awwtate. D— 
res CO —course and asaret 


GOING: SOFT (HEAVY IN PLACES) TOTE JACKPOT MEETING 


SIS 


2.1 Q HOVE FRIES NOVICES HUROUE (4-Y-O: £2504: 2m If) (6 runners) 

101 431 BWt ALHTTBFiEJJKLMI UPoHase 11-0-RTterrare 

1IC 4605 CHTTAte SURPrSc 40 (B) (M5 H Vealj II lAttBMdi nJ-l __ JGoftUttn (51 

103 PU anBtAEMto58(CT)»ita)MisChbaslD-7.H8attdm (5) 

104 04454 Smn IE (ARrexti) D tTEheo 10-7- PHdB 

10 a 552434 SOVB1BGK * ICianesm Pannentop) M Mugoenage id-7 . , — SCwran 

IK IACT0RIA HOUSE 83F (G Boyeft B Peace 10-7 ..U Scales PI 

BETTM6 1-2 Son Alert. (-1 Ctftun Suprcz. StM. 8-i SOfaelgn. 16-1 Vteoa House. 50-1 taregrun 

1997. THEUE AREHA11-7 A P McCoy (S-4) M Pipe 5 ai 


FORM-FOCUS 


Sm Alert beat Barton CNc nil In u-nimei novice ludle a 
litmaa pm 4t 110yd. good) Certain Surprise n Sft ol 9 lo 

__ Totally Yours h ctaita ludle at FrAeaone pm il 110yd. 

good) Henegrun 751 lOth of 16 to Pette task In noiden^nmfle a Ptonwon (2m il. good) Sdwa 
2914tti ot 5 M ft*3ta«n in -?yo nonce rtarOlcaQ tortile 3 Pkrpon (2m ai. soft; Saruagn mi 
4m d 10 m Gray Pastel n 3yo novice dam hurtle a launon (2m it. good to firni 
SUN ALERT is unretoWe on the Rat W has do« noCTUng wrong over fturdles 


2.45 OFFHAM NOVICES CHASE (£2,820: 3m ft 110yd) (6 runners) 

201 5-6U341 BARONC&U 16 (C05) Htonansl M Wtasan B-11 9-I LMiema M 

202 BP-115 (KATW 5B (Fj (Cntate Partrotftel Uts L Wdards Mi-9 . M RchanB mg 

203 -132SP2 AUGUST TWJTh 34 IS51 IB rj D Other 1011-3 — P HUf n 

3H R3UU335 BBAJLBM 4 (V) (C Tftyt J Mutes 8-11-3 „ A Bates (5) 79 

235 P-RF323 BROOK BEE 15 (Sam Pamatep) N GasUee 6-11-3 . . - D Leahy B7 

706 -UFPSP6 GREY BIROEN 15 (tS) (Faswa lira toongi 8 Curas 10-11-3 J Laedi SI 
BETTHG.-2 1 flu(yia Twttft. 5-2 Banuceft. 11-4 Dear. 9-2 Brat* ta 25-1 toy Greta 33-1 Benbubn. 

1997: FRA2H ELAM) B-ll-8 D OSoBmp p-5 ») R flow 3 ran 


~ Barareate 6 eal 7/iwwfl 26) In 7-njrewr nones handitap ctese t 
FORM FOCUS Plumpton ( 3 m 11110 yd. soft) Chesder 211 5tho18 to CallewStar 
1 V 1 .WHVAAW in mwra eftasa al PUnpton [3m HIIDyd. good) Ainjualwenth 
17) 2 nd ol 310 Muhftd) in nonce c tone a Pluroptnn pm. good to sofl). BeraMUn 5(9 Stti of 71o 
Torrtifl bwea in novice dnse S Sandowi 13m riOyl good lo MB) Braft Bee 7iti 3rd ol 11 M 
Sam Dote « nonce handicap chase a! Eider ( 2 m 7t ntyd. soft) wdft grey Gooden not) better 
oH) 261 60). 

8AR0NCELU «on Cry a wide margin toe test time aid is toen to repeat 


3.20 


APRIL CUUMMG HURDLE (£2.009: 2m 41) (9 runners) 

4R Green (Free Hangs)) w Pipe 6-12-0 C MradB 
iS> (K rtgan) G L Horn B-TMO U Btateor (51 
'.ELS) (US 0 RBteJ l Urn M-ff-fi ^ L torvey 
(Mss J Sen) J BrelgB tO-ii-4 J Gattsten (5) 
(fl Denman P ttdnls 10-11-4 L Coontas (5) 
M Tuner 6-11-4 4 R Kawnta 
Butel 7-11-2 .. D J Butliea 


3)1 -500306 COMBAML 28 

302 5841444 TCISnYS OFT 6 

303 QS3638Z HAWTTOUE Glflf 

304 <8=33416 DBB 8 BAY 23 (BXJ. 

3® >124301 LAHSOOWME 16 __ 

306 12012PP WEATHB) VRSE 6 (BS) (0 Chore) W G 

307 3323510 WADADA 21 (CJ3J.G) (Ms R Buctofl) D 


116 

122 

109 


308 

309 


•UOPOPD HELL BAM 21 pmn PumPv) Us C Hols li-JO-12 — R Betay 
(DS4P3 HERETICAL USS 9F (COfl (J FfUMfetol) i fHcfrHne 8-10-7 B Poutf 


lit 


BE77W&- 7-4 Ceutoni 5-2 LansSma. 5-1 WXota. 7-1 Marty's BA B-1 Hnouv* flea 12-1 tetter 
16-1 Weama ita. 25-i oftas 

1997: mCUS COLOURS 7-11-2 S Fw (8-1) J JOU& 7 ran 


F0RMPDCUS 


Contort 2516th ot17 to Summe Charm in handicap tonfle at 
Ascot (3m. Qood). Ticieity's6fft28f 4flroMr to Btorare Rock in 

_ _ _ _ loidlap hurdle teFoilfiHl pm Gl itOyd. rtoln: prevtauty 3514th 

of 7 id Ernes/ Willem in handicap hum at Lmgflfld (2m 3t 1 KMJ. good)»oh Hawltwme Glen 
(Bib worse aft) lSI Sift. Hawthorne Hot 21 2nd ol 9 » PosttvQ In tondcap hurtle A Toweste 
( 2 m. soft). Dotstsy 371 60i ol 10 Hi Skram in handicap hurtle A Fortwefl (2m 2f 110yd, good). 
Lansdowne bed Late Sam 41 in 8 -runna cBnrtnQ hurtle A Chepsuw (2m 4f UOya. heavy) 
Weather Wise pulled up In handicap tor* a Fomwell (3m 3(. soil). Wadada 241 7th ot 10 to 
Rassmom Girt <n handicap horde at Ludiw (2m 5f trOyd oood); prewously bear Sofyaan 121 bi&- 
runner handicap hurdle A Plumpton (2m IL good) with Dertsbsy (I4ih worae oft) 201 4th. Weft 
Bank 48113ft oJlS lo Cmirteioo Crown In itandinp hudle ai LiKfkw (2m. pood). Heretical 

Miss 4141 3rd ol 9 to Totally Yours In cfcdmng iwde A Ftrttewne Pm il liOYd. good) 

LANSDOWNE is tricky to teal in this grade 

3.50 wnrasFiELD green handicap chase 

(£3,558: 2m 51) (6 nmners) 

401 53P4325 FQODBROKER STAR 14 (B£) (Food Broken IRQ J Mart B-12-Q L AspeB (3| 116 

402 -U31330 BULYOMKB)55(6^(SQw*)|HWtoftBIOaKraa(id10-11-13 JAUcCenhy 111 

403 114-P21 REBAL A1AA 44 (C0>£5) (Us V ODnm) 0 OBten B-1D-1J .... PHt 112 

4W 353PQ2P M7M VSTTURE 44 ®JF.a5) (N Comm) T Casty 10-1D-5_ II Etete IDS 

405 -F3F3F1 SCOBE BflL 16 «LS) p tktadr) J tetons 8-1(H).. A Bates $j 115 

406 -456652 STARE PLAYS) IB (DJFAS) gta C Eta) Mbs C Came 12-11MJ D Lolly D53 

long hntcap: Sage Mans B-B. 

BElTtoB: 5-2 Regal Aui. 3-15aWe Oel 4-1 FoodHota Ste. 51 IW» VWUn, 7-1 Early Oretar. 8-r Sage 

tayo 

1907: LBflerS LOTTO 6-11 -2 J Kaanpyi (*t) J Whte T ai 

Fuxbmkar Star a fctance 50i ot 11 to Kendal Cavalier m 
handicap eta* ai Chetenham |3m 2t 110yd. heavy) Early Drinker 
!Lrf 5917Bi ol 9 to Phntarley Place in handicap chae a Luuaw pm. 
Regal Aiaa 5eA Amte SoarL 3^1 In 8 -mrewr IrarrJcao chase at Plumpum ( 2 m 51. sofllMth 
! Venture (4(b beta aft) puffed up. Scobia 6*1 beat Ssanghust Flyer 71 fir 4 -runner maiden 
erase A Plunpton (2m 21. soD) Stage Player il 2nd ol 9 to Artentat in handicap chase at 
'Fakentem (2m 5f 1UW. goal » sat)- 

SCOBE GRL came to hasefl when tenntog round here Iasi lime 

4.20 KaSON HURST NOVICES HANDICAP HURDLE 

(££306 2m 40 (9 runners) 

D-2P212 FOUNIAM BID 6 


I BID 6 (G) 0) 
0365614 PWCffl) 14 (OLS) (G 


0) Own R Dean B-1M0 *. j Gefebta (6) jw 

1 RHhwra) J fidted B-H-B-- Pitt Up 

R1T/F65 STEPASrDBOY' 15 (G) (Mb M tamni R Orts Bit-A . . J Laedi 

mom* sura) saffron is (ifc y snaq B Sman b-im -i Lawima n 

(WFP-0 CHURCHTWHM PORT 168 (S) (A fade) P Buibr 8-10-10 .... R Thenton 

F4-0PO1 posmvo 7G]fl Gdbert) MOT C Cam MO-6 (7*Q-D Leahy 103 

1500U6P AWLOV 23 (T MttteU) J.Wdger 6-llFO-- M Btaettr p) 100 

DOUO FOUNTAH VfcLE B7 jJ dOurtaJ) U UUgn* 5-JM ... J fl Kraratf) 90 
PPM RSaOmAL 23 Mra R Plumm*) IBs A HaotavEairtay 7-10-0 B Rowel 
Long tafcao- Afttw 9-9, Fomin VWe M. fletatta 9-4. 

BHTTHE: 7-4 Proceed. 9-1 fatal Bid. *1 Pbsfflro. 8-1 Stepaskteny. 12-1 Super Safiran. 14-1 25-1 

Footer Vile, 60-1 Men 

1997: PBtoAH am 6-12-0 J oawft (64 tel C Egerton 6 ran 

ftxnton Bid 2212nd ol 71 b Bekrtore Rock in toxbcap hmUe a 
FontweH (2m 6( 110yd. strft). Proceed 1314th ol 18 to SanpaU in 
novice hand cap hurtle A Chetftrtom (in iiOyd. heavy); prew- 




ously heal Fourtato Bid I2tb ww» off) 1141 in B-ruraw novice hudle a) numpton (2m 41. Qood to 
soft) Stepasrtetwy 2615th ol 17 to Susan Conte In novice hurdle a) Enter (2m 31 llQyfl. sofl) 
Super Saffron 3314di of 6 to Champagne Friend to mans rawice hurtle a Jtomet (2m 4f llOytL 
heavy) Cturchtewn Port a distance 8 th nt 9 to VWsa King in novice Handicap traffle ar Newtuy 
(2m ITDjfld. ami). Pcs*® beat Hwllwme Gfen 2) to 9-nwna harehap tonfle a Tmvceser ( 2 m. 
soft) Foureai VHe 46l 10th ol15 to Chadmif in novice hurdle ai Windsor (2m 6 ) 110yd. good to 
to) Referential 2818th ot 15 to Kree) In seIBng handicap hurtle at FutaU (2m Gl ilOyd! good) 
vnth AdBov (5Vb better ofl) pulled up. 

POSITIVO handled heavy ground veil when tenting a Towcester 


4.55 


COQKSBRQHiE HANDICAP HURDLE (£2.490: 2m 41) (8 runnera) 


60) 3100100 an AGAm MOL! BFJF.Gfl (ACU» A) C L Mom S-t?-0 U BacMV (51 ISO 

m 3(1/151 aQMCRE ROCK B (FAS) (tel A fatal M Pipe H-li-6 (Eeq J Lower TO 

603 2134014 TOUGH ACT 21 fi) (Us R 0x0 ten A Perm *11-5-C Maude IS 

BH 0IIV50F VOMTWt 13 &J5I (M tentad R <TSuahju 6-TI ?_ A Pmcfflr r04 

605 123201P ULLHXMT 8 (BmC.S) (T Bmn) T UeGom 8-10-H . — R Tbonttn 119 

606 12-4568 UJSBJM 77 (S) (fl Batts 6 R Bftfc) P Wbtarth 7-10-0 X AfeMii (3) 118 

607 2P30035 DRUM BATTLE 15 ff) (D Chore) W S M Tisna 6-104) —JR Kwacsga 100 

60S IM3Z3P BUTTY'S DARLING 6 (B5) (Mrs V OVenl D (TBIsi b-IM .... Pita 109 

Ung ttmlair Mwn S-ff. Dram Sate 9-10. favy'i teftng 9-4 

BETDN& M Bttun Rock. 3-1 Tough AcL 5-1 Be Agapr Uou. 6-1 Votum. B-1 Uftnun. 1*1 tet»on. 
16-1 Drum Bale. bp»r s Dbrfng 

1997: ALLTM DANCER 5-12-0 J QDane 1W M 0 Stermofl 1 ran 


taavrFQta® 


Mou 661 16th M 17 to Supreme Cftarni hi handi 
aRockh " 


tordto a Ascot (3m. gnU). Bebrure Flock heal Foranato L_ 

In ? f-rumfir hancSc* hurdle A Forrftw/I (2m Gl I lOjd. softl wftfi 
s Darting (7 lb worse ofl) pulled iqi- Tough Act 4141 4th ol 8 to Matte Player In novice 
cap hutfe A AsaflCm 11D^T, yaod to sollj. Volunteer toll in handtom hurtle a Cheltenham 
[2m 51710yd. heavy). Ifihnaut pried qp to hamfleap trartta at FontweH i3m 3f. soft), previously 
bear Kreel m in 4-njsmer hanflean hut® ai Ptunfeftn Cm 4f, sofl) teto EquB/s Darftng (2m 
rase off) 337 3rd Museum IK Wr ot 16 to Pertngs to fenfcap (udte at Asom tan 4t, good) 
Dmm Baffle 4H 5tfi ol J to Angelo's Double to tenficap hurdle a Eras® (2m 3t IlOyd. soil) 
BHJKKE ROCK cannot be opposed such was (he style of his fadweff win 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TRAINERS 

Htos 

(tors 

% 

JOCKEYS 

ffnm 

Rides 

% 

D Bactefl 

3 

6 

SILO 

C Htauda 

5 

17 


MBpe 

26 

56 

e»3 

J B Kemdi 

12 

S3 

1917 

0 Steraood 

3 

10 

30. II 

U ftchanfa 

9 

51 

17.6 

M Mugoendga 

Urc LfScftta 

5 

4 

17 

23 

29.1 

>7.4 

1 Laments 

J A McCarthy 

6 

3 

44 

22 

136 

13.6 

R (rSuBhHi 

9 

52 

1/3 

B Pores 

9 

67 

W.4 


Ascot lost to waterlogging 


TODAY’S scheduled Ascot 
meeting was called off yester¬ 
day because of waterlogging. 
However, foe Sagaro Stakes 
has been saved from the 
abandoned card and will be 
run at Newmarket on Friday. 

The two mile-contest will be 
staged at 4JO within a revised 
order of running, which mil 
also result is foe transfer of 
foe Newmarket Challenge 
Whip to Sunday, to be run as 
an additional race at 5.45. 

All 13 original entrants in 
foe Sagaro Stakes wfll have 
foe opportunity to run cm 
Friday if declared by 10am 
tomorrow. The seven declared 
runners for foe event yester¬ 


day were Double Trigger, 
■Persian Punch. Further 
Flight. Windsor Castle, Moot- 
fort. Royal Crown and State 
Fair. 
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Alan Lee, cricket correspondent, believes Stewart will have to keep wicket agaifl 


Secondary role may 
come hand in 


glove with captaincy 


W hile the canvassing 
and speculating con¬ 
tinue over the vacant 
England captaincy, 
one fundamental decision has 
already been made. Alec Stewart 
will once more keep wicket in Test 
matches this summer. He is also 
likely to lead die side, an appoint¬ 
ment to be confirmed eariy next 
week, but even his dexterity has its 
limits and he will not bat regularly 
in die top three. 

It is not Stewart's wish to keep 
wicket — he would prefer to open 
the batting — and nor is it in any 

sense ideal, but it indi- _ 

cates two alarming de¬ 
fects in the English 
game. Nor only are there 
no all-ro unders worthy 
of the name but now. it 
seems, there are also no 
wicketkeepers capable of meeting 
the modem credentials for Test 
cricket 

Throughout die 1990s, Jack 
Russell has come the closest, yet 
even at his best his place was 
constantly jeopardised fay the ab¬ 
sence of an authentic all-rounder. 
Russell made runs, but seldom 
quite enough to compensate; and a 
Caribbean tour that even allow¬ 
ing for the unforgiving conditions, 
exposed the deterioration in his 
wicketkeeping has surely ended 
his Test career. 

Russell. 35 in August cannot be 
expected to improve. He will be 
missed, for his good days were 
exemplary and his bad never less 
than interesting, but perhaps his 
quirks eventually became unheip- 
fully dominant There will be 
widespread sympathy but from 
the selectors' room, no mercy. 

Within that selectorial chamber, 
though, this development has 
caused justified anxiety. The in¬ 
stinct is to cast around for a 
“proper" replacement for Russell, 
a full-time successor who would 
free Stewart to captain from his 
preferred batting and fielding 
positions. Such casting, however, 
gets no further than auditions. 


Despite innumerable experi¬ 
ments. England still lack an all- 
rounder. someone who can bat at 
No 6 and take an equal share in a 
five-man attack. Ben Hollioake 
will be the next, and one of the 
most promising, to be given a try. 
but it would be fatuous to expect 
instant fulfilment. 

Even if Hollioake plays with 
merit, tbe demands on a new 
wicketkeeper would be severe. 
Within contemporary Test cricket, 
there is no scope for a specialist 
gtoveman; he has to bat, too. 
England, like most other nations. 


There will be much sympathy 
for Russell but no mercy 9 


will not consider a wicketkeeper, 
no matter his quality, unless he 
can bat at No 7 and average dose 
to 30. The trend has spread to 
county cricket and Glamorgan 
recently sacrificed Colin Metson. 
an impeccable wicketkeeper but a 
taSend batsman, for the extra runs 
of Adrian Shaw. 

ft was not always 9a Bob 
Taylor, a consummate wicket¬ 
keeper but modest batsman, was 
the last to be Messed by snore 
traditional qualifications. He won 
56 Test caps, his position virtually 
unchallenged, but he says: “If I 
was playing now. I wouldn't get in 
the side. I was hicky to play all my 
Test cricket with Ian Botham, the 
last of die genuine English all- 
rounders. 

“I could be indeed as a pure 
wicketkeeper who made the odd 
score. That would be considered a 
luxury now. I only averaged 17. 
Jack Russell's Test average was 29 
before the West Indies tour but he 
was still often left out because we 
weren't making enough runs." 

Taylor, who now works for the 
Duke cricket ball company, does 
not dispute that Russell’s time is 
up. “1 think he has lost it 
somewhere, maybe become too 


involved in his eccentricities," he 
said.-He has reservations about 
further responsibility being 
heaped on Stewart but, like tbe 
seferiors, can suggest no persua¬ 
sive alternative. 

“There doesn’t seem to be the 
quality around that once costed," 
he said. “The selectors have tried a 
lot of 'k e eper s on A tours but the 
standard doesn't seem that high." 
In Taylor's view, a confusion of 
priorities may be partly responsi- 

said dial J woulcHose^sIeep i^l 
wasn't keeping well, because that 

_ was my primary job. 

Making nuts dtd not 
wary me as much. It's 
gone the other way now 
and I think that has had 
an effect on the quality of 
wicketbeeping.” 

The England selectors, commit¬ 
ted to the modem ethos of the 
wicketkeeper being at least the 
secondary all-rounder, take a con¬ 
trasting view. David Graveney. 
tbe chairman, explained: “ItS pas¬ 
sible that the way they spread their 
time should change, because some 
spend their practice hours exclu¬ 
sively on their widaeikeeping and 



StewwrTs waft to be named captain is likely to end next week but wife it may come additional responsibilities behind the stumps 


therefore neglect their batting. 
Wicketkeepers nowadays have to 
do twice as much work as every¬ 
one else. 

A study of the national batting 
averages for last season will have 
been little help to die selectors. Of 
die 18 regular wicketkeepers, ten 
averaged 27 or fewer — and this 
against often indifferent county 


bawling. Tbe highest averages, 
predictably, belonged to Stewart 
and Russefl. dosdy followed by 
Rob Turner, of Somerset, and Paul 
Nixon, of Leicestershire. 

Nixon, 27. was included on an 
A-team tour to India three winters 
ago, while Turner, 30 and a part- 
time stockbroker in Bristol, was 
the wicketfoeeping stand-by for 


England last winter. Both, win 
rightly remain hopeful that their 
turn wfll come but die signs are 
that England are looking to die 
next generation. 

The two-wicketkeepers taken cat 
the A-team tour to Kenya and Sri 
Lanka earlier this year were both, 
in a sense, wild-card selections. 
David Nash and Chris Read are 



Turner, left. Read and Nash, rigid, are three of die; 
for England last winter while Read and Nash. r 


le alternatives to Stewart 1 
t20, gained valuable experience with' 


; wicket Turner, 30, was on stand-by 
1 A in Kenya and Sri Lanka - 


both 20; Nash was not established 
in the Middesex side and Read 
had not even played a first-daft 
game. 

“Pfiopte criticised us but wehave 
to look to die future and tty to 
identity the right men,” Graveney 
explained. Such efforts are not 
meeting with county cooperation. - 
Nash, though picked as a bats¬ 
man, still cannot wrest the Mid¬ 
dlesex wicketkeepmg gloves from. 
Keith Brown: Read, having moved 
from Russell’s shadow at Bristol to 
now finds 
understudy to Wayne 

Noon. 

It is an unpromsmg 
one which concerns 
purists stieh as Taylor as modi as 
the more pragmatic Test seteetors. 
It leaves only one conriusioa 
Stewart must take on yet more 
duties. 

The capfitincy issue has not yet 
been fiiByr resolved.Jind Nasser 
Hussain, the-only other serious 
conte n der, wfcs interviewed fay 
Gravowy last Wednesday. Stew¬ 
art remains a genuine odds-on 
shot, however, and i^giand, gris 
summer, wifi alraos&eertainiylifc^ 
captained from behind 'the.; 
stumps. • j 


Victory aids Hollioake cause 


SOUTHAMPTON (Hamp¬ 
shire won toss): Surrey (2pts) 
beat Hampshire by 48 runs 

ADAM HOLLIOAKE yester¬ 
day rediscovered the Midas 
touch that deserted him in the 
Caribbean to ensure that 
Surrey made a successful start 
to their defence of the Benson 
and Hedges Cup and 
strengthen his case for retain¬ 
ing England’s one-day cap¬ 
taincy for the Texaco Trophy 
matches against South Africa 
next month. 

Chasing a target of 268, 
Robin Smith, die Hampshire 
captain, had threatened to 
decapitate Hollioake with a 
searing straight drive off him 
that might have been con¬ 
strued as a return catch if he 
had not been so busy taking 
evasive action. And when 
Smith squeezed the next ball to 
the third-man boundary for 
his seventh four to reach 45 off 
52 balls, Hampshire were 116 
for two with half of their overs 
remaining. 

Then Hollioake pitched 
short and Smith, laying back 
to launch into his characteris¬ 
tic square cut, chopped the 
ball onto his stumps with an 
angled bat. Hollioake raced 
down the wicket punching the 
air as though he had planned 
it all along. That was defm- 


0y Pat Gibson 


itety not the case, but his next 
significant act was deliberate 
enough and, as things turned 
out. quite decisive. 

He brought bade Martin 
BickneU, who had already 
dismissed both Hampshire 
openers, Udal and Laney, in 
his opening spell and he took 
two more wickets in successive 
overs to remove the last recog¬ 
nised bafcsmen- 

White, who had helped 
Smith to add 78 in 16 overs for 
the third wicket flicked his 
first ball towards the mid¬ 
wicket boundary, where Ben 
Hollioake took a running 


catch in his stride. Then Keech 
was teg-before playing across 
the fine to give Btcknefl figures 
of four for 38. The next three 
wickets fell to tiie leg spin of 
Salisbury, and Ben Hollioake 
finished things off in the 
penultimate over. 

It had always looked as 
though Surrey had made too 
many runs for Hampshire, 
although their progress to 267 
for eight was not as straight¬ 
forward as they anticipated 
while Brown was making 43 
out of 69 in only 12 overs for 
the first wicket 

They had run into unexpect- 


SCOREBOARD FROM SOUTHAMPTON 


SURREY 

A □ Brown c Smith b Mascarenhas. 43 

tAJ Stewart b Mascarenhas... 19 

BC HoSoHtoBc types b Hartley. 13 

GP Thorpe ctynea to Renshaw 48 

M A Butcher c Aymeo b Hartley.. 67 

'A J HoBoatec McLean 

b Mascarenhas,...— 16 

JDRatcWfec Laney bMascanertra s . 4 

N Shahid c Keech b Hartley.- 16 

1D K Safetoury not out. 6 

M P Scknel not out-.—... 6 

Extras (to 17. w 1(5... . 27 

Total (8 wWs, 50 owers)-287 

J E Benjamin dkl not bar 
FALL OF WICKETS. 1-68. 2-70. 3-86, 
4-181.5-212,6-220, 7-252. *254. 
BOWLING' Renshaw 10008-1; McLean 
10061-0; Hartley 100326: Mascar- 
enhas 100204, Udal 100600 
Gold award: M A Butcher. 


HAMPSHIRE 

S D Udal c RatcMfe b BickneU_13 

JS Laney c and to Bicbiafl.... 12 

G W White c 8 C Hotooaks to Scknefl 47 

•R A Smith b A J HoSojt®.—.4S 

M Keechtow b BicfcneS..16 

P J Hartley st Stewart b Sefetoury ..... 3 

A D Masc a renhas b SafeSury. 14 

W S Kendall tow b Safetoury.5 

tANAyrnesnotouL--18 

NAMMcLeentowbBCHoBioake.. 2 

S J Renshaw b B C HaBoafce-23 

Extras flb 9. w 9. rto 3}_ 21 

Total (48.4 ovare)-219 

FALL OF WICKETS' 1-30. 2-38. 3-118. 
*-137.6-143,6-148.7-168.6-172.9-177 
BOWLING' Btttfwll 10-1004 Bermmn 
70-260. B C Hoftoake 9.40660 
Butcher 60190: A J Hofioaie 7009-1; 
Satebury 10-1-32-3. 

Umpires' A A Jones and M i KScten 


ed problems against Dimitri 
Mascarenhas. 20, who is 
Londan-bom of Sri Lankan 
parents, brought up in Austra¬ 
lia and recommended to 
Hampshire fay Paul Terry, 
their former opening bats¬ 
man, who spotted him playing 
dub cricket in Perth. 

Mascarenhas made an ex¬ 
plosive start in 1996 with 16 
wickets in two matches, but 
had such a lean time last year 
that his form so far this season 
has taken even Hampshire by 
surprise. He won the Axa 
League match against North¬ 
amptonshire on Sunday with 
an unbeaten 55 and now he 
surprised Surrey by taking 
four for 28 with his inswing 
bowiing- 

He had Brown caught at 
mid-on from his third ball and 
bowled Stewart with his sixth. 
When he came back later, he 
had Adam Hollioake and 
Ratcliffe caught on the bound¬ 
ary. Hartley, the veteran re¬ 
cruited from Yorkshire, also 
bowled well to take three for 
32, but Renshaw. who claimed 
six for 25 when these teams 
met at the same stage last 
season, went for 69 in ms ten 
overs. McLean and Udal took 
similar punishment as Thorpe 
and Buicher made sure that 
Surrey were not unduly 
alarmed- 



DERBY (Durham won toss): 
Durham (2pts) beat Derby¬ 
shire by six runs 

LAST year Derby was Misery- 
in-the-Daies, a hamlet where 
folk watched their backs for a 
sharpened knife, and whis¬ 
pered behind their hands in 
case there was a knock in the 
night They are now speaking 
openly to one another, and 
looked a comradely bunch as 
they knocked up in their 
bright new blue and amber 
togs, but this defeat in the 
Benson and Hedges Cup will 
have hurt their pride. 

Not many teams lose to 
Durham, and Derbyshire 
should not realty have lost this 
game. It was a poor match. 
After heavy overnight rain 
had delayed the start each 
side lost 14 overs of its innings 
when play began at L45pm: no 
batsman readied 50, and no 
bowler took more than two 
wickets. A day or two from 
now and not even Durham 
players win remember much 
about it 

That they were entitled to a 
modest celebration last night 
is due significantly, although 
not entirely, to the kind of 
innings, from Coilingwood. 
that wins matches of this 
length. At the fag^nd of the 
innings he came in at No 7, 


By Michael Henderson 


and clobbered 30 from 18 
balls. 

Clobbered is about 
Last week he took a hi 
off Warwickshire in the 
championship so it was a bit of 
a surprise to see him kept back 
until the fall erf the fifth wicket 
in the 32nd over, when he had 
no time for a sighter. At once 
he slogged Clarke over mid- 
wicket' for six.' though thee 
was more delicacy about the 
way he reverse-swept Aklred, 
the medium pacer, not once, 
but twice for four. 

Durham certainly needed 
somebody to say “boldness, be 


ray friend”. For all the slow¬ 
ness of the pitch Boon will be 
disappointed that he and Lew¬ 
is could score no more than 60 
in tire 16 overs they were 
together. The captain, making 
room to carve Clarke, half- 
middled a catch to backward 
point and Lewis, three shot 
of 50, was “gated" by Cork- 
Derbyshire began their re¬ 
ply steadily, and there didn’t 
seem to tie that much of a 
rush. All they had to do was 
keep wickets in hand, and top 
order batsmen at the crease. 
Then Cork, who has made 
discipline in' all tilings his 


SCOREBOARD FROM DERBY 


DURHAM 

J J B Lews b Code..... 47 

M J Foster b DeFraKas-..._9 

J E Morris c Blackwell b Haris-21 

*D C Boon c Barnett b Clarte.31 

N J Speak b Hants....19 

tMPSpelghtc Harris b Clarke-4 

P 0 CoSngnood not out--30 

JBoHngnotaut.—. 1 

Extras (h l.to IQ, w4. nbS)-23 

Total (6 vAls, 36 overs)-IBS 

M M Betts. J Wood and S J l ta miaon 
dW not bat 

FALL OF WICKETS- 1-25. 2-62, 3-122. 
4-128.5-140.6-182. 

BOWLING DeFrettss 6-0-25-1. Cork 
8-0-42-1: Hams 7-0-32-2; Attred 7-0- 
3047. Oble 7-0-38-2; Barnett 1 -0-7-0 
Umpires- D J Constant and 
JH Hampshire. 


DERBYSHIRE 

•DGOorkcSpelahtb Bette..25 

A S RoSnS’c Morris b Wood - 14 


,...» 3 

.. 38 

..... 7 

. 48 

... 19 
... .. 2 

... 23 

_ 179 


T A Twears run out¬ 
re j Barnett b Bette.. .... 

S D Stubbings b Foster.. 

VPOart®runout.. ..... 
PAJDeFreltasnototf.. 

ID Btec**«* not out. ... 

Extras (b2, to 10, w it).. 

ToM (Bidets. 36 overa). 

tK M Krfcfcox P Aidred and A J Harris 
did not bat 

FALL OF WICKETS 1-46. 2-47. 3£8. 
4-76, 5-141, 6-IBB. 

BOWLING- Baas B-1-28-2 Harmtson 
60-384* Wood 7-1-22*1. Faster 7-0- 
37-1; BoBng 4-0-22-0; Ccttrgwood 4-0- 
22 - 0 . 

Gold sward P D CoOngwocd. 


rallying ay Since he/wa 
appointed captain, brakeJa 
own ride, nickmg a. atel 
behind, and withm an orrer 
fer more culpafatty, RoOinsfeK 
.driBed one to ntid-afE 
•. ft became 58 for three vita 
Tweats, gating his signal! 
crossed with Barnett, ran hkn 
self out attempting a second tt 
third man. Foster "bowled 
Stubbings, a... novice left 
v hander, and it was' left tc 
Barnett and Clarke to bring 
some sense to an innings that 
was fast losing its shape. In 
ten overs they added 65 and il 
was an immense loss when 
Betts hit Barnett’s wicket with 
a frill toss. 

AD now depended on Clarke 
and DeFreitas but Clarke, 
who had made 48 from two 
balls fewer, messed about on a 
second run De Freitas quite 
rightly didn’t see; and that was 
thaL The task of making 23 
from the last two overs was 
beyond them and Durham 
daimed only their fourth win 
against first-dass opponents 
in this competition since they 
were given senior status six 
yearsago. 

O British Universities ana 
Northamptonshire were de¬ 
nied practice for their Benson 
and Hedges Cup assignments 
when their one-day friendly in 
The Parks was abandoned. 


Moody misses alarm call 


HEADINGLEY (Worcester¬ 
shire won toss): Yorkshire 
(2pts) beat Worcestershire by 

■ five wickets (D/L method) 

BY THE time Worcestershire 
woke up, they had all but lost 
this match — not that strug¬ 
gling to rub the sleep out of 
, their eyes is anything new to 
them. Last year they barely 
won a match of consequence 
before June. Perhaps they had 
spent so much time watching 
it pour at New Road that they 
were surprised to be playing. 

1 Not that the rain stayed 
away entirely. There were 
three stoppages, the first after 
0 45 minutes when Worcester¬ 
shire were 33 for three care¬ 
lessly surrendered wickets. 

■ Solarvki pulled lazily to mid* 
on, a somnolent Hide dabbed 
a ball to slip and Weston was 
ambling a second run when 
Lehmann's direct hit beat him. 

Worcestershire were no 
sharper when play resumed 
two hours later. They proba¬ 
bly suspected it was not their 
day when Haynes was ad¬ 
judged caught behind — by 


By Simon Wilde 

White, the square leg umpire 
— down the leg side. Holder, 
the other official, admitted 
that he was unsighted and 
Moody did not let the matter 
go without a few words. 

Soon after, Hamilton claim¬ 
ed four wickets in ten balls 
and, later, the match award. 
The tatting, however, was 
poor. Moody chopped on and, 
in hindsight, may have rued 
not opting to bowl first. Ham¬ 


ilton. who may play for his 
native Scotland in the World 
Cup next year, must have 
thought it was Christmas. 

At 64 for eight. Worcester¬ 
shire were in danger of record¬ 
ing their lowest one-day total, 
but Leatherdale and Newport 
raised them to a modest 128. 
The rain reduced the contest 
first to 39 overs, then 3S. 
Haynes removed Vaughan 
and Byas cheaply, but York¬ 
shire reached their revised 
target with 15 bafis to spare. 


SCOREBOARD FROM HEADINGLEY 


W0HCB SH B8HM6 

W P c Weston IU 1 out .12 

V 5 Sotanki c Pariur 0 SSwenam] . 10 
G A HUc c Byes 0 Gough . .. . 3 

*TM Moody DHarWon.B 

GR Haynes cBatayOHutetfson .4 

D A Lsaflierdate few 0 Gough. 25 

S R Lamp* c Byas t> Harmon * 

1SJ Ftoodesc Oafceyt) KsnlfcxT . . 2 

R K ll fc i tf rotlh c Byaa B H a mBnn.0 

PJ Newport not out . 26 

AShebrarDHtfchann... 3 

Extras (b 6. ft 6.« 5. nb 6). B3 

Tom (355ow)... .. 128 

FALL OF WICKETS 1-17. 2-23.3^2. *61. 
5-58,662.7-64. 8-64. 9->09 
BOWMJ SINerwooO W-16-V. Goupi 
8-1-33-Z Hmltai frfrSM. huicMm 4 5- 
2-8-2; WW9 7-1-26-0. 
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A McGrath bw d Moody. .... 
M P Vaufpist c ScWfc b Haynes . 
-D Byas tow tj Haynes 
D S Lchmam c Bpgmrti b Ltoody- 
CWhtecSobnUbLanptt- 
BPata notofl .... - - - 

fR J BWwy not out — 

Baras (to 1.1*7. ito 2]. 

Tool (5 wWa. 3ZJ oy«5- 
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.3 
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D Gougk C E W Sfcwwood. G M Hantan 
am P M Hutthson dW *w baL 
fall of wickets- i- 5 z-i7.3-57. 
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BQWLWG- Newport M-tfrft Haynes 61 • 
262. Moody 7-32*2. Lamp* 60-30-1. 
909 * 22-160; laahenMe * 3-0-1W 
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Floodlit frolics cast worrying shadows 


EXPOSURE to g re at works is won¬ 
derfully cleansing: it purges tbe mind 
of all that is false aad. goodness 
knows, we inhabit a werid that exalts 
tbe triviaL It was with retiet there¬ 
fore, that Mr Rambler stuck up his 
hand for Wagner-doty last week and 
shared with R.G.D. Willis (War¬ 
wickshire. England and. in his 
dreams. Valhalla}, an evening of 
ineffable splendour ParsifaL four 
blessed hours of it 

It was a bit deflating, to say the 
feast, to leave behind the Knights of 
tire Grail and discover what cricket 
people had been tafloag about Com¬ 
menting on Sussed bold attempt to 
stage day-night cricket m dully April 
Brian Downing thought It was time 
“to give the people what they want”. 

Downing Is not a nan who invites 
mockery. He was eoee chairman of 
Surrey, chaired tite marketing com¬ 
mittee of Ac Test and County Cricket 

Board and holds that chair in the new 
order. He had a visoa of where 
cricket should lave gone. zoA could 
still go. AU the same, when anybody 
talks of giving "the people" what they 
want it is wise to tread carefully. As 
somebody once advised: “Don't 
the people what they want 


deserve modi better 

than that” 

If giving people 
what they want was 
ever more important 
than striving for 
what is best or any¬ 
thing that defies 
stria measurement, 
we might never have 
had St PauTs Cathe¬ 
dral ffor what pur* 
pose ft this cupola. 

Mr Wrenr% Che¬ 
khov would have 
stuck » house calls, 
and Beethoven 
would have left a quiverful of arrows 
unfingered. It is precisely because the 
great and the awkward refuse to give 
the public what people think it wants 
that there ft such a thing as 
civflisatkm. 

. Everybody — Downing, lord Mac- 
Laurin of Knebworth. Sid and Doris 
Bonkers, the Man in the Moot — 
knows what “the people" want Louis 
MacNeice got it right 40 years ago in 
Bagpipe Music “Ail we want is a 
bank balance, and a bit of skirt in a 
taxi." Where cricket fe concerned, a 
Sunday slog on a Tuesday night 



before a crowd of 

SteSoftwlfis'the 
necessary bit of skirt. 
But to pretend that 

this idnd of thrash 
fulfils a public need 
that ft afto good for 
the game, weiL that 
is a different thing 
altogether. 

Cricket needs to 
del young people in¬ 
volved, and tire inst¬ 
ant form of the game 
is an obvious way to 
get them started. 

Downing may have half a point when 

he suggests that the game has not 
sufficiently considered the leisure 
time of young people. Bat talk of 
what the public wants inclines to* 
wards that ghastly cod-science, -mar¬ 
ket research". Leaden should lead, 
not be led. Although cricket should 
reach out to tire young it must never 
defer to them. ■ 

ftegame-s vocabulary has 
changed! There are now -b«*^ 
Ffructures^. “support systems" and 
whatnot alt over the place Soon no 
<fa»ht Payers will be“™p™ 
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. MacLaurin still seems & 
behind his desk at Tesco 
la n guage he uses: 

Writing at the weeken 
Way Forward For Engl 
and the land of captain 
take us there, he admitte 
for-qualities we would aj 
leaders in business and ii 
Frankie Howerti used t 
nay and thrice nay! In fa 
can come up with five-yes 
arrange everything dowi 
comma. Cricket is a hi 
titai fluctuates by the he 
tty something as fickle as 
Jt has absolutely noth™ 
a^rommerrial entemrif 
David Lfoyd. the 
«l spot-on When hi 
"*ai England most no 
f?- 1 *! 6 - a top side: “a 
“• genng pace, a wrist 8 
"* 2 * "f 1 * from the tad 
tE?£ ldiet ,m afra Ht m’ 
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FOOTBAL L: ARSENAL MANAGER CALLS FOR RUTHLESS PERFORMANCE AGAINST DERBY TONIGHT 

Wenger keeps cool 
as history beckons 


SPORT 41 




* 


r> 


Bv Matt Dickinson 

A SIGN in the bar of the country 
hotel that is Arsenal’s midweek 
retreat informs customers that they 
serve up doubles. As Arsfine 
Wenger sat down there yesterday, 
someone thought about planting it 
out, but then thought better erf it 
The Frenchman ditf not seem in the 
mood for frivolous asides. 

There is serious business at hand 
and Wenger, while remaining his 
usual composed self, will not be 
deflected. The league and Fa Cup 
double — a feat achieved only five 
times this century — beckons and 
die Arsenal manager knows how 
easily success can slip from the 
grasp. “Now we must finish it off," 
he said, “and be ruthless." 

Despite Manchester United’s 
victory at Crystal Palace on Man- 
day night, Wengers side need only 
beat Derby County at Highbury 
this evening, and then Everton on 
Sunday, to loosen Alex Ferguson's 
grip on the English game and lift 
the championship. Eight FA Car¬ 
ling Premiership victories in a row 
suggest that they are in the mood. 

It appears a formality, but one 
need only remember how United 
themselves choked on the pressure 
when they surrendered the tide to 
Leeds United six years ago. how 
Blackburn Rovers collapsed ex-, 
hausted over file finishing line 
three years later and how 
Newcastle United selfdestructed 
under Kevin Keegan the next 
season, to appreciate that the 
match against Derby tonight could 
be a and nail-biting affair. 

Probed for signs of tension 
yesterday, Wenger, though, ap¬ 
peared as staid and calm as ever. 
“We are in the last 100 yards," he 
said, “and we must keep our 
concentration. We must not be 
constricted, we must be relaxed. 1 
am focused, determined, concen¬ 
trated, but not nervous. It is not 
easy but we have things in our 
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hands. We don't have to look 
around at anyone else." 

If there is an oppressive weight of 
expectation from the s u pport e rs, 
Wenger also admits that he is 
toiling under the burden erf history 
ax a chib that has been crowned 
champions ten times, including the 
double in 2971. “At some dubs, 
success is accidental," he said, “but 
at Arsenal it is compulsory. There 
is a history of success.” 

Rather than constrict-fann, how¬ 
ever, Wenger appears to be thriv¬ 
ing on the thought that he could 
become part of that grand tradi¬ 
tion. There is a feeling at Highbury 
that he is building something to 
last, a new era. and that the tide 
this year will not be tbe peak trf his 
achievements, as it was fix- Kenny 
Dalglish at Blackburn. : 

Players such as Nicolas Andka, 
Patriae Vieira and Ala Manninger 
have been bought in a specific age- 
group of 18 to 24year-olds so that 
they can be die spine of a side that 
grows up together, and their educa¬ 
tion is not restricted simply to 
football. The foreign players, un¬ 
like at many dubs, are ordered to 
improve their English and not to 


see their adopted country as some 
brief, and lucrative, stopover. 
Wenger, whose love of English 
customs saw him begin yesterdays 
press conference by suggesting "a 
chat about the weather", ts working 
to a long-term plan. 

He is on die brink of becoming 
the first foreign coach to lift the 
championship, but first his side 
must overcome Derby, who inflict¬ 
ed a 3-0 defeat. Arsenal's biggest 
loss of the season, when they met in 
November. 

With the exception of Ian Wright 
who successfully completed an 
hour for the reserves cm Monday 
night and could be in first-team 
contention on Sunday for the first 
time in three months, toe Premier¬ 
ship leaders will be at foil strength. 
Dennis Bergjcamp missed that 3-0 
trouncing, and toe Dutchman’s 
recent form inspired another eulo¬ 
gy from his manager yesterday. 

“People forget hew hard he 
works for the team." Wenger said. 
“That is what 1 admire toe most in 
him. You can’t have luxury players 
at the highest level these days. 

“The thing about Dennis is that 
be likes to feel things are perfect It 
is a daily battle with yourself. He is 
not a 99 per cent player. You cannot 
achieve what he has if you do not 
strive for perfection. 

*T remember him struggling at 
Inter Milan. But. when I was at 
Monaco, we played them in a 
friendly and even though we won 
3-1 you could see his quality. I could 
fed instantly that he was the one 
player who had something special. 

“I would say he is the automatic 
player of toe year. He saxes more 
spectacular goals than any other 
striker. I would think 80 per cent 
are from outside the area and, with 
toe standards of goalkeepers now, 
toe shots must be fast and perfect 
He’s had a successful season but he 
must have something to show for it 
at toe end." Victory over Derby 
tonight should all but ensure that 



Wenger knows how easily success can slip from tbe grasp 


Dalglish tries to rouse Newcastle survival instinct 



Gillespie: ankle injury 


_ BASEBALL _ 

NATIONAL LEAGUE: Now Yak Mats 3 
Houston 4; CMnnad 3 Phfadalphis 1; St 
Louis 7 Mammal tt Colorado 4 Raids 5 
UOmta); Arizona 5 ABanta ft Lob Angelas 2 
M0wsa4m3n3bTO);SaiDnu1ChicaQo 
Cuba 3; San Franotaxi fl Pttsburafi 5. 
AMBVCAN LEAGUE: Boston 6Doro« S: 
Baltimore i AnaMm a Tanpa Bay 8 
Oakland 7, New Yak Yartees 1 Toronto 0; 
Otago write Sw 10 Ctowfand 3; 
Mtnrieiata 4 Texas 9 Postponed Kansas 
Cftyv Seattle. __ 

BASKETBALL 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION (NBA): Fta- 
Conference: 


By Russell Kempson 

rtlS toe silly season an Tyneside, 
with any European player who can 
kick a ball apparently being linked 
with a summer move to Newcastle 
United. Kenny Dalglish, toe man¬ 
ager, continues to make not-so- 
discreet pre-emptive strikes on toe 
continent&markec despite-tbe fact 
that toe grade ef football he can 
offer his prospective purchases — 
FA Carling Premiership or Nation¬ 
wide League — is still a matter a£ 
some dispute. 

Though Newcastle have reached 
the FA Cup final in which they 
play Arsenal at Wembley on May 
16. they have not ccnchxied busi¬ 
ness in the Premiership. They are 
hovering on the edge of toe 
relegation trapdoor, with a record 
of only three wins in 22 matches, 
and unless they take a point or 


three from their visit to Leicester 
City this evening, they could yet be 
joining Crystal Palace in tbe first 
division. 

Dalglish’s worries indude the 
condition of Keith Gillespie, toe 
Northern Ireland winger, who 
damaged ankle ligaments when he 
fefl onto tiie cinder track surround¬ 
ing the pifeft duririg the 2-0 defeat. 
against Tottenham Hotspur at 
White Hart Lane on Saturday. He 
is unlikely to play tonight but 
should recover in time for 
Wembley. 

Dalglish said: “People can throw 
mud at us because trf our league 
results. The table doesn’t lie. If we 
can get our act together, we will be 
all right, but we*ve got to get 
ourselves in order." 

Leicester, ninth in die Premier¬ 
ship, lie only three points away 
from a Uefa Cup qualifying place 


for next season. “If we win our last 
three games, we've got a chance of 
getting into Europe," Emile 
Heskey, their powerful striker, said 
yesterday. That would be a great 
way to end the season." 

Chelsea will be without 
Gianfranco Zola, their Italy striker, 
when they play Blackburn Rovers 
at Stamford Bridge -tonight. He- 
sustained a groin injury in the 4-1 
win against Liverpool on Saturday. 

•Coventry City take on Wimble¬ 
don at Highfield Road and, for the 
first time m years, can relax in an 
end-of-season fixture. Their usual 
fears of relegation were banished 
weeks ago. 

Shane Nicholson, toe West 
Bromwich Albion defender, has 
had his contract terminated by toe 
first division club. Nicholson was 
found guB ty by toe Football Associ¬ 
ation last week of failing to submit 


to a drugs test. He also admitted to 
having a drugs problem and was 
ordered to undergo a thfee-momh 
period of rehabilitation and 
assessment 

Mark Goldberg, toe prospective 
new owner of Crystal Palace, is to 
sell his E20 million worth of shares 
in MSB International, the recruit¬ 
ment company. -He -needs toe 
money to complete his protracted 
takeover of the dub. which will 
indude the arrival of Teny 
Venables, the former England 
coach, at Selhurst Park. 

VfB Stuttgart. Chelsea's oppo¬ 
nents in toe Cup Winners' Dip 
final in Stockholm on May 13, have 
returned 11.000 of their 12.000 
tickets. Although toe surplus has 
been handed on to toe Swedish FA. 
Chelsea's supporters associations 
are hoping that part of it can be 
reallocated to them. 


Jimmy’s chance 
to rewrite 
our love story 


J immy White will not win toe 
Embassy world snooker 
championship. I can't tell 
you how much of a heel l fee! for 
writing that. 1 cant tell you how 
much hm it would be lo be proved 
wrong. 1 really don't think he can 
do it — but it would be rather fun. 
wouldn’t it? 

There are snooker players 
called James or Jim. but White is 
a Jimmy. Boyish and beloved, he 
has a gift for attracting love. 
Partly because of the swash and 
buckle that has always been a 
part of his game, partly because 
of his air of helplessness. 

He is a minor outlaw in the Just 
William °ang. True, his crimes 
are not broken windows and 
borrowed bull’s eyes, but booze, 
cocaine and gambling. But the 
heinous crimes in one man are 
the lovable foibles of toe Jimmys 
of this life. And now he embarks 
cm his Last Hurrah, charging into 
his quarter-final against Ronnie 
O’Sullivan with some of the finest 
snooker of his or anybody eise’s 
life. He moves through the storm- 
tossed waters of his sport's big- 
gest occasion with the fierce 
winds of public love filling his 
sails. 

He hammered Stephen Hen¬ 
dry. toe world Nol. and then 
waltzed past Darren Morgan. On 
the way he has made breaks of 
138 and 143. the highest of the 
tournament so far and likely to 
remain so. The Times’ snooker 
correspondent. Phil Yates, justifi¬ 
ably called him “a realistic candi¬ 
date" for toe championship. 

Naturally, our minds turn to 
other Last Hurrahs. Jack 
Nicklaus winning the Masters in 
golf in 1986: Jimmy Connors, who 
made an entire second career of 
Last Hurrahs: in cricket, Colin 
Cowdrey and Brian Close both 
returned after long absences from 
Test cricket to face the most 
hostile fast bowling in the world. 

In White’s own sport, Steve 
Davis did it only last year, 
refinding his ancient certainties 
to win snookers own Masters. 
Last Hurrahs happen in sport 
and they give us more delight 
than most things. But can Jimmy 
bring about his own Last Hur¬ 
rah? The problem with Jimmy is 
that he never really had a First 
Hurrah. He has never won the 
world championship, never won 
the only competition that really 
counts. He has been runner-up a 
ridiculous six times. More ab¬ 
surdly still, he was runner-up for - 
five years in a row. four times to 
Hendiy. Is this a tale of Hendry* 
excellence or White’s lovable 
fallibility? 

White has always been consid¬ 
ered the greatest “natural” talent 
that his sport has possessed. Why 
natural? Jimmy worked and 
worked to get that good. In my 
cub reporting days I used to 
bump into him at places such as 
the Pot Black snooker centre in 
Ciapham Junction, a schoolboy 


SIMON BARNES 



Midweek View 


schooling himself for near great¬ 
ness. convict pallor and fag end 
glowing like a ruby to his 14-year- 
old face. 

And 1 remember his first losing 
final years later in 1984. After day 
one. he was so far behind I 
thought twice about catching toe 
train to Sheffield. But 1 did and so 
I was able to watch one of the 
greatest comebacks ( have ever 
seen. “Jimmy played his brains 
out,” Davis, who beat White, 
said “The Harry Hotspur of 
snooker,” I wrote with Jimmy - 
esque recklessness, for I too was 
young then, but Jimmy still lost 
IS-16. 

Let us turn to the Tottenham 
Hotspur of football. Christian 
Gross, the head coach, whose 
record of talking sense this sea¬ 
son is not exactly 100 per cent—at 
least, not in die right direction — 
summed up toe fine performance 
of one of his best players, David 
Ginola, last Saturday: “He had a 
good performance, but he can 
still do it better. Look, he has the 
ability to be world-class. But he 
isn’t world-class." 

If only Maradona had pos¬ 
sessed a right foot, if only Gower 
had been less fanciful. Botham 
less wild If only so-and-so had 
been a different person, his life 
would have been quite different 

Ginola’s talent is a surprise. It 
is his nature, as well as his 
pleasure, to be incorrigible. There 
is little point, then, in trying to 
correct him. The answer to people 
such as Ginola is that there is no 
answer. 

There is no answer to Jimmy 
While. And there never has been. 
His latest resurgence, though, 
hiflts-tantalisingfy at toe solution 
to life's insoluble problem. Jimmy 
has the chance to right all 
wrongs, to redress injustice, to 
have another try, to make 
amends, to wipe out all errors as 
if they had never been. He could 
press the erase button on his 
faults and failings and escape the 
consequences of his past and of 
his own nature. Jimmy is playing 
for everybody who ever had a 
regret And we all want Jimmy to 
win. don’t we? 
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NEWARK: Engjta Bawftng Fa 
ffflnaaonfll indoor dtamptanstops: 

J States: J Namon Marmampconshke) t* 
M tuner (NortQ9Q 21-0. Palm: 8 Jactaon 
and A Hal (Uncottshbe) bt Choteawrm 
and D Rectem (DatoytiM) 16-11. «nte P 
Cfter. B KM, T Wles (HutrtmklB) « G 
Rttctar, N Swann* B Bratt (Hunungdon- 
ta) 21-20 Mbeed pairs: S Lae sod I 


tt J Haarfe and J Hhes 
_jesNre) 288 . Worcourny 

—rink final pvwsiey Trc^^pertyaWre 

UNO** 127-56. Wor-courty etc MM 
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CRICKET 


BENSON AND HEDGES CUP: TfeUVOic 
Sorrow* v Kart. No ptey, ran- *fatch 
abandoned. Ipteach. 

ONE-OAY MATCH: Tha Partes a*Wi 
UntarsRtes v Nortfwretonshire. No pky. 
rah. Mateh awndoned. 

SCHOOLS MATCHES WfroWn 153-Bdec v 
-Shrewsbury, StefloKtahte Qarttamn 
103-fidec MWBta 194-7: - Tonttrtdge 
2B2-2 (Banes 109 nol on) Fne Foraoteca 
178-0 * denotes home tron 


ETON FIVES 


MNNA1HP CUP: Antteay O tau tfonah te: 
FteBt R A Maaon and J R ttole W H C TVtor 
aid E O Taytor 14-11. 124. PWec 

Tafrnan and K 12-0. 13-14. 12-& 
mot K Runrotes and VJeaay w Qatar 
aid Vargse 122,120. VeWranaOianp- 
ErotexM P G Dunbar ondC M B 
wStem UJSM Ajfcfcva and N J 

Mfsgerison 15-5 
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sports 


SOUTH EAST COUNTIES LEAGUE; Ref 
(Melon: SoUhend 1 Cantadge Uld 1. 

Monday’s tats results 

FA CARUNG PRS4BSHP: Crystal PeF 
aceO Manchester Unted 3. 
VAUXHAU.CONFEH«CE:a*tartarTi2 
KettadngiO; SteveneQB 1 Leak 1. 

DR MAH7B0S LEAGUE Mdbtaifttejon: 
RC Wawrtok 2 Reunite fclRedtfta 3 Co&f 
a Southern dMafcxr Cteffnstad 1 W«- 
neyCL 

RYMAN LEAGUE D*d dMstorc Epeom 
and Ewei2Hsitow3. 

INBOND LEAGUE: Premier OMslcn: 
Altrtnchan 4 Spennymoor 0; Gafoboraugh 
1 Runcorn 0. 

SMKVtOFF RSH LEAGUE: Planter (•- 
rtfer pteyofc Ftat tag Bangor 0 
OmeoftS. 

AVON INSURANCE OOMBNATION: Rat 
(Melon: Pcrtsmotth 3 Oueens Pa* Rang- 
erel; Sntaon2U3on4;Ch«Con2UMal 
K West Ham 2 Arsenal 2. 

POWTWTS LEAGUE Pratefer jMetore 
Aston Vfe 1 Leads 0; Demy 0 Preston 3, 
Evened 0 STOieki Vtedneaday a Fin* 
dvWon: Port VMe 1 Baton ft Sundatand 2 
West Bromwich Z Wowatiompton 1 
( Nea ter 2. Second (Melon: Cantata 1 
SMflBfcf Uld 2 Hotfieiliem 1 Btackpool 2. 
INTEHUNK EXPRESS ALLIANCE Kings 
Norton 1 taflhmTI. 

MNSTONLE4D SENT LEAGUE' Hr* 
dMtaon: Bffh 0 Slade fteen 1. 
NORTHS*! coutmes EAST LEAGUE: 
Premier dMatorc HeCam i Arnold 1. 
ARN0TT NSURANCE NORTH LEAGLte 
Rret dhtefarc Dimamn Federteon 4 
EMntton Z RTM Newcastle 0 Bilngham 
Syrtaicnte 0: Tow Lew 2 Btenf/rem Town 7. 

COMPLETE MUSIC HSJ-&4C LEAGUE: 

Planter dMetorc Endotalgh 3 Ttttey 1; 
Shortwood 2 Wsrtaoe 1. 

SVDSLSGN INSURANCE MIDLAND 
COMBINATION: PremtardMsfcn Ctadtav 
Sports 3 Chaetpi Hey 3r Wngs Heath 0 


LEAGUE OF WALES: Rhayader 2 Ban- 
Ott 1. 

SCHEWnx DIRECT LEAQLS: Premier 
dNteiorc Bnstegion 3 Chard a 
CttopenAren 1 Pauten 0; Keynsham 1 
Bridfccrt 3 ; MengottMd 0 TVrenon 1; 
Tauten 3 Torrtacn 1 

SPANISH LEAGUE: Real Soctadad 1 
□eportivo La Conta }. 

PORTUGUESE LEAGUE: Acadamta 
Cotetai 1 Sporeng Uet»n 1. 

APGENTV& LEAGUE taapondenfa 0 
Aigenttae Jurtor* 2, Glmnasia La Ptefa 2 
Racing 1; Gtamosia Jujuy 1 Estuttartea 0; 
Ferro Cart Oes» 4 Boca Jutere 1: 
Deportvo Espariol 1 Union 0; Colon 2 San 
Lorenzo 0; Httacan 2 Grnresss y Ttro D: 
Ftoealo Cettral 2 PWanse d. RNw Plate 1 
Velez Serafleid 1: Lanus 3 Nenttfs Otd 
Boysl. 

NETBALL 

INTER-COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP: FtaeL 
Midcflesex 15 Essex Metroptttan 14 (at 
Bounamoute) 

REAL TENNIS 

HOLYPOHT: BrtUati woman’s open 
ehempiontoifp: Quanar-flnato: S Jones 
(SB! Fa Gerekfa (OBJ 6-2 frl: N Alton 
(GB) tt F Oeucrter (Alb) 1-6. 6-2. 6-5: S 
Haswefl (GB) tt C Com^afie iQB) 8-3.6-3. 
Samtfinais: P Lttnfey (GBI tt Jones 6-2. 
6C Heswel tt Alton 60. 62 TMrdttace 
pteyod: Jones tt Alton 6-1. 6-0 Flnafc 
Urntey tt Haswei 63.61 

RUGBY UNION 

HOCKEY 

WORLD CUP: European qualifying zona 
Span 24 Germany B 

CAREERS YOUTH CUP: Rnat Under-ite 

St George's 2 Repean 2 (Si George's wte 
86 on penrty stt*as) 

SNOOKER 

SHEFreLD: Embassy world champ- 
ionshto: Second round: M Stevens (Wates) 
tt M King (Ena) 13-9 Qureter-Gnals: A 
Dodeny jbb) tore) itatti Stevens 4-4. J 
Hottns IScoy level *a> J Pam* (Eng) 4-4. 

RO^ufiNan (Engj toads J Wiile (En«7-1: 

M WBarrts (Wales) toads P Qroon (Eng) 
63. 

ICE HOCKEY 

NATIONAL LEAGUE WL)' Rrst^ound 
uley offa: Eastern Corneranca: Buffalo 6 
RWedelprta i (Buflaia toed bea-oFwwn 
series 2-1); Monwal 3 PtasttiBj) 1 
(Montreal toad series 2-1). Wtetero _Con- 
lerence: Los Angeles 3 S( Louis 4 (St Lotts 
toad series SO). 

SPEEDWAY 

MOTOR RACING 

ELITE LEAGUE: Easfccume 60 Odord 30. 
Wttktornaropun 38 Ipemch 40. soandoned 
after 13 heels, ttl resuft reands 

SPfflJWAY STAR CUP: Beffe Vue 41 
Svrtndon 4& CWard 39 WtoAoroipten 51. 
King'e Lynn 47 Poote 43. Coereny 54 
WoRrehampan 38 

PRSMER LEAGUE CUP: Prtreborougfi 49 
fewpon 41. Reading IS Arena Essex 9. 
abandoned after lore nests: Berwick S3 
Glasgow 36; Edntxrgh SB Shefaeld 32 
CHALLBVQE MATCH fete ol Wigtt 50 
E»gr 38 

NAZARETH Fenreytanta: Nazareth 
tndyCer Grand F*rtc 1, J Vessar (US) 
Reynold Honda; 2. A Zanart (S) Reynard 
Honda: 3. G Moora (Cart Reyrred 
Mercedes-Benz: 4, Q da Perron (Qrt 
Reynard Honda: 5. P Tracy (Cart Reyrod 
Hata: 6 R Rantt (US) F^nred Ftrrf 7. R 
Gordon (US BmwJ Tc?rete. B.BHM 

FdreL 


TENNIS 


MUNICH: BMW Open: First round J 
Bfrtanan (Swe) bt A Medvedev IUW) 2-G, 
6-4.80: G Bianco (Spi bt S Sruguara (Spi 
6-1. 7-6. C van Garese (Bel) bf B Seven 
(NZ17 5.6-1: T Enpvisl (Seel W M Norman 
(Swe 


TODAY'S FIXTURES 


FOOTBALL 


MOM* 7.30 Witas* 

• denote* aMttat 
FA Carttifl Premiership 

— _ 

Coventry v1MmbMOT&45)- 

■ Leicester vNewcaetta C7.4S)- 

NMtonwfcte League 
Rret (Melon 

^t tffftiiJm iBhv W u ta iltemrton [7.45) 
VaiDdwK Conference 
Fanborough v CMtalMR (7.45) 

Selfs Scotttah League 

ThWOMston 

Albion v Arbroath -- 

SSS.SS&SSt-.SSS 

SoiiiBcrDvCorty. 

RYMAM LEAGUE: Premier ttvWoretM- 

jSSni dp: Fhat^Bwhgstete v 
Hmdontgaesham Un ted FQ. 

IEM3UE OF WALES! Caematon v 7NS 
(746); Con-V v Banoor Cay. 


UNBOM) LEAGUE: Fta avtekxr 
Brettcm Pk M V Coogtatwv; Great 
Hereood v Gtttn a; Nethaiod v Whdey 
Bey: WMby v Stodcebrldge PS. League 
Cup: Final: Alnincham v Getteborough (a 
OtateriWdFC) 

AVON INSURANCE COAfflWATTON: FIret 
(Melon: Cheiton v Pcstsmcutti {2X): 
ta o wfch v Chelsea <7X»; Southarpon v 
Wbnotedon: Wsttera v SMndon. Poei- 
poned: Araenel v west Han. 

PONTVTS LEAGUE: Premier dhtston: 
Lead* v Liverpool (a Haifa* Town, 7.0): 
NoPtaham Fores v Manctaater Lhd (70): 
Tranmere v Su*e [701. FM dMston: 
OWwn v HuddaraMd J72); Pon vbIb * 
Mddksbmta f7.0) aeCOnd jdMston: 
Bamatoy v^kurtay pm. .Btaekpcm v 
Bredtoid (7.(»: Carteta v Un enln - f7.0 ). 
Sheffield llid v Stott^taJTX?: v*e*ani v 
RochMe [7 Q; Tori', v (7 0). 

ThW dhMon: Wigan v Chaaerlteid (70). 
COMPLETE MU8C HfitlBSC l£A&JG 
premier dMdorc EndsJeJflfi * .Htan; 
rtghwonh v Almondduy. North Lagh v 
OocoC Shortwood v Tuffley, 

ARNOTT INSURANCE NORTH LEAGUE: 
Rret dhabnr Dt«laiP«leratt)ri v 
Perettc Janow Rooteo v ConseftMorpetti 
v RIM Nwcadta. Tow Law v Bedbngon 
Tenters. 

SCREWFK DWHrt LEAGUE Premtar 
(MMn BMfo: v MangoeMd IM, 
Cttppenham v Chard. 

SOLfTH EAST COiWTES LEAGUE: C<jp: 
Hnte. tret tog: Lutan v West Ham (7 0) 


MINERVA SPARTAN SOUTH MIDLANDS 
LEAGUE: Premier dMdon south: Harin¬ 
gey Boro v Wooden) Premtar dMsion 
north: Batflord v ftoyston, Budongham 
AlWeBe v Btfltfeswadtr Langlocd v London 
Cotay 

ENOSLSQH INSURANCE MIDLAND 
COMBINATION: Premier dMsian: Kings 
HasmvStuteyBKL 

NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE Rrs 
avfeton; Atherton Coatetts v Nerewch 
Town 

BANKS'S BREWERY LEAGUE: Premier 
dMsion: Woherhampton v Uxflcw T. 
JEWSON EASTB1N COUNTIES LEfr 
GUE: Prerfaer duldon: FefateOM P and T 
v Vtemnam (745). Woodhndge Town v 
SucSuy Wand (7.45) 

UHLSPOHT UMTED COUNTIES LEA- 
QU& Premier dMstorr Kempsron v Spal- 
dlng; 9 Neots w Wooten 
UNLET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE Rret 
dMaferr Anndai v Shoraham 
NTERLN< E XP R ES S ALLIANCE: Kngs 
Norton vWettneMd. 

CRICKET 
Bwson and HedQes Civ 
11 a»owra 

CARDIFF: Gamorgai v Essex 
OLD TRAFFORD: Lancashire v 
WawictehSe ■ 

LORD’S: MKXflesex v Sussex 
LUTON: fctnor Couiiies v 
Northampfeirshire 


(Gen bl M Woodronte lAus) &4.7-6. P Imaz 
(Sp) W M Martett (h) *8.7-6.7-5. 
ATLANTA, Georgia: ATP ChaRenge: First 
round: J van HeicL (Bel) W G Poza fa) 6-2 
6-4. J Swltenberg (Ausi tt l Homa (Peru) 
6-3. 6-4: D Sangutatti W tt M Knowles 
(8a h) 6-3, 5-2 WSlacL tZ)m} W J Palmet 
(US) 4-6, 6-2. 6-1. J-U GambiB (US) tt M 
Zataieia (Aig) 0-6.7-6.7-5 
PRAGUE: Czech Open: Firs round: R 
Vase* (Grj bl K Kucera iStovakal 6-2.1-6. 
6-2. F Vincente (Sp) tt J Burtlo (%)> 6-1. 
6-2. D Pirscanu (Rom) to D Pmosa (Get) 
6-3. 7-5. F Mdneni (BO M A Cheifcasov 
l Russ) $-4.6-3; RFurian Ml ttC Potne (Ft) 
0-6.6-1,6-2 S Dovxtei iCz) tt SSchalten 
Mom 2-6.7-6.6- j: AChesnotov (Rues) tt J 
Tatarao (US) 7-5. 6-3. G Schafer (Au&tnaj 
or M-KGoHnertGer) 7-6,6-1: P Kttda (Cjt 
bl PKratafl (Cz) 62. 6-1: M Totaare (Czl tt R 
Frombe^ (Aus) 7-6,2-6.7-5; J Daz (tio) tt 
MHlpprafUiu) 6-2.6-4. MS«nner(Ger)blT 
Nurmnen (Fin) 6-2. 4 - 6 , 6-3 
HAMBURG: WTA mne rtrs round: J 
Hatred (Fr) tt W Petal (Ger) 6-4. 6-0: B 
Scneti (Ausma) tt 
UchnTvfseva 
6-0. 3-6. 6-6 
PrikowsW (Ft) 6-1.5-7.6-3. M Serna (Sp) tt 
5 t'Joesei (Ger! 7 - 6 .6-0 JCapruz (USltXF 
Labs lArg) 6-2.64 

SOL, Croatia: ATP Tow event Fbst round: 
A Mauesmo (ftl tt N VredyeMhan Undo) 
6-1. 7-S: S Taiae rCraj tt S PI edits 
(Austria) 1-& 6-2.6-2 T Knzan (SouerVal tat 
Fang U (China) 6-4.6-1. Y Yoshada (Japen) 
tt L NecrwAova (Cz) 6-2. 6-3: S Cecctw 
W) tt N Mm (Japrei) 6-1. 6-7. 6-1. L 
Gmadifluto (Ft) tt J Kostanlc ICO 7-5. 
5-7.6-4, r Sandu (Rom) tt K Studerdrowa 
(Skwata] 3^. 6-4.6-1. 


SECOND XI CHAMPIONSHIP: Second 
day ot tour: Knowle and Dontege: 
ViararicAstae v Hamptnos Second day oi 
three: HincUey Town CC: LeeeslerBttre v 
GJoucesterehae Fira day of three: Safiron 
Walden: Essev v Kent. Otad CC.- Sunny v 
Naaighamsfwa Eastbouma: Sifise* v 
Derb y shire 

RUGBY UNION 
Afied Dunbar Premiership 
Fbst dhrtaion 

Harieqolns v Saracens (7.30).. 

Wasps v Leicesler (T.45)... 

Tennenls Premierehip 
Divisor? 28 

Preston Lodge v ^ggre (7.30). 

RUGBY LEAGUE 
Second division 

BramfayvLancashireLym(745) ... . 
NATIONAL CONFERENCE LEAGUE 
Second dhnsion: HiJ Doci»s v New 

Earcwit* (7.05. 

.OTHER SPORT 

SNOOKER: Embassy wertd chrenpcnsnp 
let The Cnjotato. SteffleW) 

SPEEDWAY: Hte Loogus: King's Lynn v 
Coventry ( 745 ) Speedway Star Cup: 
Poole v bswta (7 301 Honda Chaflenga: 
Hfal v PBtertJonju^i (7 301. 


Hoddle issues writ 
against Uri Geller 


By Our Sports Staff 


GLENN HODDLE. toe Eng¬ 
land football coach, is to sue 
Uri Geller for libel and mali¬ 
cious falsehood, his solicitors 
announced yesterday. In a 
Sunday newspaper last week¬ 
end. Geller, a psychic, said 
thar Hoddle had visited him at 
his Berkshire mansion a 
couple of years ago and made 
various claims about what 
had taken place during the 
alleged meeting. 

Tbe Football Association 
said earlier in toe week that 
Hoddle was taking legal ad¬ 
vice and yesterday Pictons, of 
St Albans, his solicitors, said 
proceedings had begun 
against Geller and News 
Group Newspapers Limited. 

The statement said "untrue 
allegations” had caused 
Hoddle great distress at a time 


when he has been entrusted 
with preparing England for 
the World Cup finals. 

Hoddle. who revealed last 
week dial Eileen Drewery. a 
faith healer, has helped him 
and his squad, had earlier 
described GeUer’s claims as 
"an extraordinary combina¬ 
tion of lies, inaccuracies, exag¬ 
gerations and misleading 
innuendoes." 

Geller said last night that he 
would “vigorously" defend 
himself. “I am surprised and 
saddened by Glenn Hoddle 
issuing a writ." he said. “1 
stand by the article... and for 
toe record, as 1 have stated 
and now repeat, prior to his 
appointment as England 
coach, Glenn Hoddle did visit 
my house with Efleen 
Drewery and Paul EiliotL" 


u 


WORLD CUP 

TICKETS. 


For an easy route to World Cup matches 
- see next Manday’s Times. 
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TENNIS: MEN’S AND WOMEN’S PRIZE-MONEY TO INCREASE PROPORTIONALLY 
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Wimbledon fund passes £7m 

"A personal view by Sandra Downes" is a 


PLAYERS competing at Wim¬ 
bledon this year will share 
prize-mon^y in excess of £7_2 
million, with the men's singles 
champion collecting £435,000 
and first-round losers more 
than £6^00. The champion's 
purse is no small bounty for 
what players deem an irrele¬ 
vance next to the prestige of 
winning the title. 

Wimbledon, of course, must 
remunerate players competi¬ 
tively. although the 4.7 per 
cent year-on-year rise in prize- 
money runs marginally ahead 
of increases in ticket prices, 
which have advanced by some 
4 per cent The women’s 
annual gripe about playing for 
less than the men will be 
perpetuated: prize-money for 
the women's singles champion 
stands at £391,500. 

Diplomatically, Wimble¬ 
don'S management committee 
has increased both the men's 
and women's purses by 4.82 
per cent John Curry, chair¬ 
man of the All England Club, 
made no bones about the 
disparity yesterday, “It's tike 
boring," Cuny said. "The 


By Julian Muscat, tennis correspondent 


heavyweight fighter is always 
paid more than the light¬ 
weight- My view is that people 
prefer to watch the men's 
singles, and that is shown by 
our survey." 

"Hie survey to which Curry 
referred is Wimbledon’s own 
creation. The All England 
Club canvasses visitors every 
five years and the 1997 model 
endorsed his view that the 
men’s game is more popular. 
Some 70 per cent among the 
1,500 canvassed expressed that 
preference, although it would 
be interesting to see the com¬ 
mittee's reaction to the prize- 
money imbalance, should the 
rising popularity of the wom¬ 
en's game be reflected in 
Wimbledon’s next poll. 

The survey, albeit far from 
comprehensive, throws up 
some interesting observations. 
Unsurprisingly. Tim Henman 
emerged as the most exciting 
player, but Greg Rusedski, the 
naturalised Briton, featured 
below Pete Sampras and Boris 
Becker in fourth place. 



fer?fo3 



Martina Hingis, who followed 
Rusedski, was the only 
woman among the top seven, 
and the presence, below 
Hingis, of Goran Ivanisevic 
and Mark PhUippoussis com¬ 
pleted a high-excitement rat¬ 
ing for players with booming 
services. The shortage of ral¬ 
lies is evidently not diluting 
spectator enjoyment 
As interesting as the data 
made available were the de¬ 
tails not published. Those 
who felt no improvements to 
facilities were needed amount¬ 
ed to 57 per cent; the com¬ 
ments of the other 43 per cent 
would have been food for 


thought. While 89 per cent 
believed that the catering was 
comparable with, or better 
than, ocher sporting events, 
the question of whether the 
catering offered value for 
money was apparently not 
broached. 

On a broader note, Curry 
dismissed concerns that seven 
of the world's top 20 men 
missed the event last year for 
reasons best described as a 
reluctance to expose them¬ 
selves to grass-court play. 
“Some players. like Agassi, 
now regret not coining here 
every year." he said. “I think 
some day-courters have the 
wrong view and that they are 
ill-advised." 

Last year's deluge during 
the first week, which resulted 
in a record number of playing 
hours lost, prompted a review 
of the ticket refund policy, 
introduced ten years ago. As a 
result, all spectators, indud- 
ing those with ground passes 
for courts two to 19. wfll be 
fully reimbursed in the event 


of a washout. Refunds will 
be halved if there is play 
after 6pm. 

Against that. Wimbledon's 
policy of prioritising disap¬ 
pointed spectators in the fol¬ 
lowing year's allocation is to 
be scrapped The process has 
become “an administrative 
nightmare", according to the 
All England Club's chief exec¬ 
utive. Christopher Gorringe. 
The number of those entering 
the annual ballot continues to 
rise; around one in six appli¬ 
cants is successful. 

Torrential rain both before 
and during the champion¬ 
ships last year led to the grass 
on the hallowed Centre Court 
receiving precious little expo¬ 
sure to sunlight. As a result, 
the court surface, which has 
since been reseeded cut up 
badly, prompting the installa¬ 
tion of a translucent cover and 
fans to assist with the drying 
process. 

The redevelopment, princi¬ 
pally embracing the site of the 
old No 1 Court is on schedule 
for completion before the 2000 
championships. 


Capriati demonstrates her much-improved backhand in her comfortable win over Florenda Labat of Argentina, in Hamburg yesterday 


IT SEEMS a little odd to be 
making a comeback at the 
tender age of 22, but for 
Jennifer Capriati it is becom¬ 
ing a way of life. Since her 
startling fall from grace four 
years ago, she has made so 
many attempts to get back to 
where she once belonged that 
keeping track of her efforts 
requires a nimble mind and a 
calculator. 

Capriati, though, keeps try¬ 
ing and yesterday, in the first 
round of the Intersport Grand 
Prix. she took her latest tenta¬ 
tive effort a stage further with 


Capriati flourishing in 
new comeback attempt 


an impressive 6-2, 6-4 victory 
over Florenda Labat, of 
Argentina. 

Having started her profes¬ 
sional life as a 14-year-old 
superstar and a great Ameri¬ 
can hope, Capriati has been 
working her way downwards 
ever since. Now languishing 



SPRING OFFERS 

Inclusive City Breaks, for travel up to 30 June 


PARIS 

301 1 night B&B Fri & Sat • 
or 2 nights B&B, if travel • 
in both directions Mon-Thu . 
★ ★ Grand Hotel de Paris • 
Additional nights £20 • 
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From Alix Ramsay 
IN HAMBURG 

at No227 in the world 
rankings, she has relied on a 
series of wild cards to re¬ 
launch her career this year. 
The results have been mixed, 
two first-round defeats being 
followed by a third-round 
place at Amelia Island earlier 
this month. 

Yesterday, however, she 
started as she meant to go on. 
Swathed in baggy, black 
tracksuit trousers to protect 
her from the spring chili of 
Hamburg, she took one game 
to warm up before finding her 
range with her returns and 
gradually upping the pace on 


ail her shots. By the time she 
had fired up her forehand she 
was ready for battle. 

Suddenly, in the fourth 
game, she let rip. and for the 
next eight games she was in 
command. When she made a 
sweet connection with the 
forehand it flew from her 
racket like a bullet, tearing 
Labat flat-footed. Her much- 
improved backhand was be¬ 
ginning to do some damage 
as well, with the result that 
Labat appeared to throw in 
the toweL 

Only when Capriati began 
to run out of puff at 5-1 up in 
the second set did Labat get 
her chance to prove that she is 
not ranked 193 places above 


her opponent for nothing. But 
by then it was too late and, 
making one final push for the 
finishing line. Capriati was 
home in 67 minutes. “I was 
really proud of myself at the 
end,” Capriati said. “I didn't 
let it ga I didn't let her back 
into it and I was realty staying 
tough, dosing it out" 

But while her tennis may 
have improved over the past 
few months her interview 
technique is the same as ever. 
What has she focused on for 
this comeback? “Movement 
and stuff — everything 1 
guess." How did the Amelia 
Island tournament affect her 
confidence? “Just to prove 1 
could still win a match, it had 
been a while." That confi¬ 
dence could be tested in the 
next round, when she is likely 
to meet Ruxandra Dragomir, 
foe Romanian, who was a 
finalist here last year. 

Results, page 41 
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• I night B&B ■ a h 

• *★★ Amstel Bcnel fig 

• Additional nights £28 £ I Jm I * 


Agassi maintains record 


• I night B&B a a 

• ★ ★★ Amstel Bcnel I 1 

• Additional nights £28 £ I A ■ 
■ Heathrow, Gatwick & regional* 



FLORENCE 

• I night B&B ^ _ 

- *★ Rorita P j|fl 

• Additional nights £37 £^f\g 

• Gatwick 


^BARCELONA 

Aral} lc | /| ★ ★ Santmarta ■ 
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MADRID ‘ 

• 1 night B&B I *1^ 

■ *•* Oiper ICC 

• Additional nights £19 £ I krk# 
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10% A I night B&B • 

s|/fil ★★ Hartfing • 

£ 6 Additional nichts £37 • 
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ANDRE AGASSI maintained 
his perfect record againsr 
Todd Wood bridge with a 6-1, 
3-6. 6-3 victory that took him 
into the second round of the 
BMW Open in Munich yester¬ 
day. Agassi ignored the wintry 
weather to record his second 
win on clay this spring. 

The American did lose a set 
to Woodbridge for the first 
time, before advancing in lhr 
33min. “It was tough out 
there," he said. 

“After the first set we felt I 
was only keeping the ball in 
play, just getting the job done. 
In the second set he stepped it 
up and I wasn't prepared. 1 
had to raise my game and hit 
the big shots to win in the 
third." 

Agassi is playing in the 
Munich tournament for the 
first time as he makes a 
determined effort to prepare 
for the French Open, where he 
reached the final in 1990 and 
1991. His comeback, which 
began late Iasi year, has seen 
the former world No I rise to 
No 20 this week on the ATP 
Tour list, his best position 
since March 1997. 

His next opponent will be 
Rainer Schuttier. a German 
who upset Wood bridge's dou¬ 
bles partner. Mark Wood- 
forde. 64. 7-6 to reach the 
second round. 

Another German. Tommy 
Haas, was a set and +1 down 
to Marc Rosser, of Switzer¬ 
land. before levelling at a set 
each after saving four match 
points and then forcing a 
debreak against the unseeded 


By Our Sports Staff 

former Olympic champion. 
However, Haas was unable to 
complete the victory as Rosset 
hung on to an early break in 
the third set to win 6-3,6-7.64. 

Rosset. who reached the 
semi-finals last year, now 
plays Thomas Enqrist. the 
No 7 seed, from Sweden, who 
beat Magnus Norman, his 
compatriot, 7-5,6-3. 

Another Swede. Jonas 
Bjorkman. beat Andre Med¬ 
vedev. a Ukrainian, 2-6, 64. 
64). Bjorkman now plays 
Christophe van Garsse. a 


Belgian who beat Brett Steven, 
of New Zealand. 7-5,6-1. 

Galo Blanco, on his Munich 
debut, beat Sergi Bruguera, a 
fellow Spaniard and the No 6 
seed. 6-1. 7-6. Meanwhile, the 
matches involving Greg 
Rusedski and Tim Henman 
were delayed for 24 hours 
after heavy rain disrupted the 
order of play yesterday. 
Rusedski, the top seed, faces 
Oliver Gross, a local hope, in 
his first-round match while 
Henman, seeded No 4. meets 
Thomas NydaL a Swede 
ranked No 77 in the world, in 
the second round. 
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Answers from page 38 
POONAC 

a) The on-cake or mass left after the oil has been expressed from 
eoconut pulp: used as fodder or manure. Originally from Tamil 
Punnakku. As regards Phosphorus, there are many Foodstuffs. 

available in Ceylon, rich in this dement 

ZINGARO 

b) A gypsy; so called in Italy. The name is thought to have come from 
Sinteorsind (India) and cato (black). The feminine form Is zingara 
and the plural, zingari, means a tribe of wanderers. Zingari is also 
an exclusive nomadic cricket dub founded in 1845 by William 
Bofland. The dub has no ground of its own and no subscription is 
payable, so the cricketers are wanderers, loo. “Once a jolly zingaro 
camped by a b ilia bong...*• 

SACATON 

b) A coarse grass of the southwestern United States and Mexico. It is 
grown for hay and pasture. It is derived from the Nahuati zacalL 
NUGGAR 

c) A large boat of very broad beam, used on die upper Nile for the 
transport of cargo, troops, etc. It is the name used by nulivcsand may 
also be spell migger or nuggar. “We chugged our way along the 
river squashed like flies into a nuggar." 

SOLUTION TO WINNING CHESS MOVE 
I. SB! gxG (I.... Ree& 2, Nh6+ is derisive]: 2, Rg3* Ng7:3. Qf& and mate 
follows. 
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KAYMETFELD 



fictitious Organised and Serial Crime Unit, played 
by Robson Green. Nicola Walker and Shaun 
DingwaH Their first series did extremely well with 
12 million viewers so fU resist the temptation to 
describe them as ctichCd characters in search of a 
potboiler and say that in fact this first of a two- 
parter is pretty stick stuff, owing a debt to Cracker 
as the squad (with considerable help from their 
resident psychologist) home in on an obvious 
nutter who murders women at 24-hour intervals 
and keeps his intentions posted via the police 
website. Concludes t o morrow. 

Aviators: The Red Baron 
BBC2,930pm 

Wonderful Boys-Own series which, over three 
programmes, eulogises tie Knights of the Air from 
world War One to the test pilots of the jet age. And 
who better to begin it than the swashbuckling 
Baron Manfred von Richthofen, who painted his 
little planes bright red and shot down at least 80 of 


UiHTT 


Ruby Wax Meets O. J. Simpson 
BBC1, 10pm 

The indefatigable Wax has, one notes, been careful 
about posing in smiling mode with the notorious 
O. J. Yes, the jury unanimously Found the football 
and movie star innocent of the murder of his wife 
and her friend Ron Goldman in what has been 
called the trial of the century. But why that do so 
many people foot, it would seem. Ruby) stul think 
him guilty? Simpson says he believes the Los 
Angeles police framed him and is waxy self- 
pitying about the fact that he has lost ah his former 
employment and beat forced to sell his Hollywood 
mans ion along with his Bentley and Ferrari to help 
nav for his nwn fahulnusfv-exnensive lawyers. 


me repuro ui rus wue*u«uuig — *ui« u »-•. j.uuii i 
commit the murder, who does he think did? But 
perhaps she does let him off too gently... 

Elizabeth Cowley 


RADIO CHOICE 


Thinking Aloud: The Larger Map 
Radio 4,430pm 

Laurie Taylor is conscious that studio-bound series 
tend to mean series bound to a London studio 
which m turn mean a somewhat narrow approach. 
Therefore, starting today and continuing on the 
last Wednesday of the next 12 months, Taylor will 
be pursuing his belief that the heart of Britain is 
not a matter of geography. He starts today in 
Liverpool, which is in some ways a disappointment 
because it sometimes seems that whenever the 
media decamps from London it is to visit its 
favourite “colourful'’ city, namely Liverpool. But at 
least Taylor has the excuse of having been bom 
there and his approach has the additional merit of 
bring forward looking: Liverpool's economy has 
changed out of all recognition since the 1980s.' 


630am Chris Moytes 930 Simon Mayo 1240 Jo Whfey. 
Includes 1230pm Newsbeal 240 Mart Raddtffe ADO Dave 
Pearce. Includes 535 Newsbeal 630 The Evening Session 
3.30 Movie Update 8A0 John Pert. Includes a session by 
Polythene 1030 May Anne Hobbs 1.00am Charfe Jordan 
3.00 Studert Ratio Award Winners A30 CSve Warren 


600am Sarah Kennedy 7 JO Wake Up to Wbgan 030 Ken 
Bruce 1130 Jimmy Young 130pm Debbie Thrower 330 Ed 
Stewart 5.05 Johnnie Water 7.00 Ntek Bairactour^i.&OO The 
Mke Hardng Show 930 Andy Peebles Sort Show 1030 
Johnnie Water, 1030 Richard Aftnson 1235am Steve 
Madden 330Alar Lestar 


RADIO 5 LIVE 


630om The Breakfast Programme S30 Mcky Campbell 1230 
Midday with Matr 2.00pm Rusooe on Rve430 NattomMcfa with 
Julian Womcter 730 News Erfra 730 John Inveidale's 
Football Night Arsenal v Derby, Newcastle v Leicester. 
Coventry v Wimbledon, and Chelsea v BiacMxfn 1030 
Lmiephn 11.00 Late i^ghtUve 130am Up Afl WghlwtthRhod 
Sharp 530 Morning Reports 


VIRGIN RADIO 


730am Chns Evens 10.00 Russ Wiflams 130pm Paul Coyle 
430 Robfci Banks 6.45 Ray Cokes 1030 Mart Forrest 230am 
Cafrntn Jones 630 Jeremy dark 530 Jeremy dark 


TALK RADIO 


630am Wrcty Young with Bin Overton 930 Scott Chisholm 
1230 Lorraine Kelly 230pm Tommy Boyd 430 Peter Deeiey 
730 Anna Raeburn 930 James Whale 130am Ian Coding 
530 The Early Show 


6.00am On Air, with Petroc Trrtawny. Includes Bach 
[BrandenbiTO Concerto No 2 m F); Massenet 
(Meditation, Thais); Brahms (Rhapsody in E flat) 
930 Masteiwons. wrth Peter Hobday. Includes Bach 
(Flute Sonata In B; VivaJcfi (Gloria); Beethoven 
(Piano Sonata in F minor, Appasionata); Honegger 
(Ceflo Concerto) 

1030 ArflM of the Week: John LSI 
1130 Sound Storlas: Operatic Heroines — Rostaia 
1230 Composer of the Week; Borodin 
130pm The Radio 3 Lunchtime Concert Piers 
Lane, piano. Liszt (Three Petrarch Sonnets); 
Chopm (Variations on Mozart's La a darem la 
mano); Stravinsky (Three Movements from 
Petrushka) (r) 

230 The BBC Orchestras. BBC National Orchestra of 
Wales under Tadaakl Otaka and Martyn Brabbins. 
with Steven Isseriis. ceflo Takenwsu (Winter): 
Tchaikovsky (Rococo Variations}: Britten 
iGtorianat Elgar (Symphony No 2 in E Oat) 

430 Chora! Evensong. Live hum the Chapel of King's 
College. Cambridge 

530 In Tune. Sean Ranerty talks to Anne Dudley who 
won ihe best soundtrack Oscar lor 7he Fufl Monty 
7 30 Performance on 3: Beethoven Ihe 

Revolutionary. The BBC Scottish Symphony 


630am Today. Includes 635. 735 Weather 735, 


835 (LW) Yesterday to Partiamant 
9.00 Midweek, with the Times columnlsl Libby Puves 
9.45 Serial: Collapse of Stout Party. Sir Johan 
Critchtey reads from his personal memoirs (3/5) 
9.45 (LW) Dally Service. Director at music Danus 


moo news; woman's Hour. Jenni Murray meets 
Coteen McCoiough, author of The Thom Birds 
1130 News; Shafl Wa Try Again? Roi&in McAutey 
experiences a typical day Inside Salford 
Mag is trates' Court 

1130 Cartoons, Lampoons and Buffoons Cartoons. 

Frank Whrtford continues the five-pan exploration 
ol political satire 

1230 (FM) News; You and Yours, with Mark Whittaker 
and Trixie Rawttnson 12.57pm weathor 
12.00 (LW) News Headlines: Shipping Forecast 
1.00 the world at One, with Nick Ciafto 
130 Guess What? Chaired by Barry Took. Roguiar 
team member Gwnrey Durham fa joined by Jan 
Ravens and Nefl tones 
230 News; Tho Archers (t) 

2.15 Afternoon Play: Verona—A Conspiracy of 
Parrots. See Chocs 

330 News; Gardeners’ Question Time. Bob 

Ftowerdew. John Cusftnie and Pippa Greenwood 
answer questions posod try the staff and visitors 
to the British Library (r) 

330 Local Motors CoJm Ward meets some of the 
early local family fimm involved in cydecar 
production (3/51 

3.45 Visiting Royalty. Written by Soma Lambert, read 


430 NflWs Cmo Notes. Graham Easton visits Great 
Ormond Street's new Penn Research Centro U) 
430THnMngAUtxmfc The Larger Map. See Choice 

530 PM, with Chris Lc we end Charlie Lee-Potior 534 


Verona: A Conspiracy of Parrots 
Radio4,ZI5pm 

Stephanie Cole is back, on television in the superb 
Keeping Mum but watch and then listen to this for 
a demanstation of her acting range. This is the last 
of three plays written by Peter Ttnniswood for 
specific actors and Cole plays Verona, a woman 
steadfastly resisting the label “elderly”, who finds 
herself in a time of change. There is Her bird farm, 
which at one time used to make a small amount of 
money but now makes a rather worrying loss and 
so has to be put up for sale. And then there is her 
son Roland, or rather the dread prospect of 
meeting Roland’s latest (third) wife: the previous 
two were dreadful, by Verona's lights. If this 
sounds a tad dismaJ. fear not for Verona's fortunes 
are changing. Peter Barnard 


WORLD SERVICE 


730am News 7.15 Insight 730 World of Football 600 News 
&15 on the Shcfl 630 Meridian Live 930 News: (648 onty) 
News m German 9.10 Pause tar Thought 9.15 WBsiway 930 
Everywoman 1030 News 10.05 Work! Business Report 10.15 
The Farming Wert) 1030 My First 100 Days 10.45 Sports 
Roundup 1130 Newsdesk 1130 One Ptanet1230Nmsdestc 
1230pm World ot Football 130 News; (648 only) Item r 
German 13S World Business Report 1.15 Britain Today 130 
Seeng Stars 1.45 Sports RoinJup 230 Newshour 330 News 
335 Outioafc 330 Megerrix 430 News 435 Sports Raindup 
4.15 Performance 430 Everywoman; (648 only) News in 
German 5.00 Europe Today 530 World Business Report 5.45 
Britain Today 630 News 6.15 Insight 630 From Our Ovn 
Correspondent; (648 only) News in German 6.45 Sports 
Roundup 730 Newsdask 730 The Works 830 News 631 
Outlook 625 Pause tar Thought 830 Muilttrack X-Press 9.00 
Newshour 10.00 News 10-05 World Busress Report 10.15 
attain Today1030Ort Screen 1130 Newsdesfc 1130 Insight 
1145 Sports Roundup 1230 News 12.05ani Outlook 1230 
Multitrack X-Press 130 Newsdask 130 Rom Our Own 
Correspondent 135 Britain Today 2.00 Newsdesh 230 
Omnibus330 Newsday330 Merkfian Books 430 News 4.05 
WOrid Business Report 4.15 Sports Roundup 430 The World 
Today 530 The World Today 


CLASSIC FM 


630am Breakfast with Bailey. Nick Baley introduces music to 
aese fi8tenere inb the morning830 Henry Kelly. Michael Barry 
prepares spring lamb stew and Record of the Week features 
the best ot the new releases 1230 Lunchtime Requests Jane 
Jones wilh Rsleners' favourite pieces 2.00pm Concerto. Vivaldi 
(Ceflo Concerto h A rmnoi) 330 Jarres Crick. Induing 
Afternoon Romance and Continuous Classics 630 NewsnighL 
Heatftnea, ana news and guests, presented by John BrunrSng 
730 Smooth Classics at Seven. John Banning introduces 
easyMistening sounds930 Evenlnq Concert Mozart (Overture. 
The Magic Ftate), Beethoven (Volin Concerto in Dl, Sant- 
Saans (Rigaudon), Shostakovich (Symphony No 15 in A] 11.00 
Mann at Night 230am Concerto (r) 3.00 Mart Griffiths 


Orchealra under Osmo Vanska. With Alfredo Pert, 
piano. Beethoven (Piano Sonata No 29 in B flaL 
Hammerfdavier); Beethoven (Symphony No 8 in F) 

930 P o stsc ri pt: First and Last Words — Taking 
S hape . Where Poetry Began, with Michael 
Schmidt 

930 Baltimore Consort — From the Banks at 
Helicon. With Cusler LaRue, soprano. Chris 
Norman, flutes, bagpipe Mary Anne Ballard, 
treble and bass viols. Mark Cudek, cittern arid 
toss vtol. Lany Lipids, bass viol arid recorder, 

Rorm McFariane. lutes 

1030 The Piano: The Next Turn after Ellis Island. 

Includes Rachmaninov (Prelude in G minor); 

Czerny (Variations on a Theme ol Rodei. Brahms 
(Rhapsody in G minor). Mozart iRorido m A minor) 
(Jot BoteO an ‘ Taus ’9 Nachtfalier 

10- 45 Nigfrt Waves. Includes a report horn lomgrtfs £ 

world premiere ol Stephen Poliakoff's Telkolthe 
City 

11- 30 ™L h D,9tiy Fairweather. Includes pari 

two ol Gjorgtt Fame and the Blue Flames at this 

12- 00 Jazz Festival 

Composer of the Week: Scriabin ir) 

130em Through the Night, with Susan Sharpe 
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TELEVISION 43 


Survivors all, but not all equally welcome 


W hen Kirsty Wark, having 
just persuaded English 
Heritage's boss. Sir 
Jocelyn Stevens, to give us an 
exclusive preview of the newly 
regilded Albert Memorial in Ken¬ 
sington. toW us, "What English 
Heritage has done is brave.” you 
appreciated what benefits the BBC 
reaps from cross4ert2ismg its 
presenters. We have seen how 
Jeremy Paxman uses his News- 
night expertise to drum answers 
out of shilly-shallying students on 
University Challenge. Last night 
in the first of a new series of One 
Foot in the Past (BBC2). Kirsty 
Wark deployed die technique she 
has perfected on Newsnight to 
signal to viewers that she consid¬ 
ers her interviewee to be either a 
liar or a cram. “What English 
Heritage has clone is brave," is 
Wark-speak ion “After spending 
EJL 5 million on restoring this 
monument with 23^-carat gold 
jwhat happened to the other half- 


carat?], it is now so gaudy that it 
makes Liberace look dowdy." 

And Jocelyn had only lei us take 
the teensiest peep at Albert* right 
toes. When the whole thing is 
unveiled you’re going to need 
sunglasses to walk past the thing 
without suffering retinal damage. 
The authorities have spent years 
trying to tone down this garish 
edifice: Albert's original gilding 
was stripped off in the First World 
War, for fear chat German Zeppe¬ 
lins might see the statue glinting in 
the moonlight But, in hindsight, 
this was obviously a shameless 
early example of a spin-doctor 
inventing an excuse to tone down 
the memorial’s vulgarity. 

Recently, the thing has been 
covered in futuristic-looking sheet¬ 
ing. on the ground that this would 
prevent further weather erosion; 
but presumably die real reason 
was just to hide the monstrosity 
from view, if ever a structure cried 
out for Christo to come and 


embalm it like a mummy, the 
Albert Memorial is it You can 
only assume that the Government 
is hoping that unveiling this now 
blinding monument will somehow 
deter visitors to the area, and 
thereby reduce the local traffic 
congestion that is caused tv the 
crowds who come to pay homage 
to Diana, Princess of Wales’s last 
home at Kensington Palace. 

T he Albert Memorial, like 
Slough, seems destined al¬ 
ways to survive the bomb¬ 
ers. As the frescoes in Assisi cruelly 
crumble, the Albert Memorial 
survives. As the Fenice opera 
house in Venice bums to the 
ground, the Albert Memorial sur¬ 
vives. The gingko tree, we leant! in 
Meetings with Remarkable Trees 
(BBC2), turns out to be the Albert 
Memorial of the arboreal world. It 
survives almost anything. It is the 
only tree in existence that has 
survived from the Jurassic Age A 


REVIEW 



Joe 

Joseph 


gingko which was growing just 
800 metres from the epi-centre of 
the Hiroshima bomb waited until 
the air cleared and then began 
sprouting its unmistakable, 
duck'S-foot-shaped leaves again. 
Maybe dial’s why the Chinese 
value its medicinal powers so 
highly. Maybe than also why 
Kew Gardens is so excited by the 
famous Kew Gingko, the subject of 
last night* episode in this quietly 


fascinating series. Mark Pitman, 
manager of Kew* North Arbore¬ 
tum. said that what visitors to the 
Botanic Garden donl rea l ise is 
than “It* most probably the most 
valuable tree at Kew." There is a 
downside, though: the female 
gingko gives off such a pungent 
odour that many American cities 
ban gingkos from public places. At 
least the Albert Monorial only 
stinks metaphorically. 

Americans also have a very 
different view from us about 
ravens, according to the pro¬ 
gramme Birds in Black (BBC1J. 
which turned out not to be 
Michael Caine* guide to petite 
blondes in Chanel cocktail dresses, 
but the last in the current series of 
Wildlife on One. Americans see 
ravens as birds of creation. We see 
them as evil omens and prophets 
of doom (especially if they happen 
to poop on your head: they are big 
birds). Ravens were so persecuted 
in Britain that we almost wiped 


them out. barring a few tame 
specimens at the Tower Of 
London. This is our loss: ravens 
are clever and resourceful — smart 
enough to trick a dog out of his 
dinner — but also affectionate. 
“They appear to spend their long 
lives in the bird equivalent of mat¬ 
rimonial bliss." said David Atten¬ 
borough. One pair. Nevermore 
and Lenore. have been together for 
25 years in die high desert of 
Central Oregon: a more touching 
monument to Victorian values 
than the Albert Memorial. 

J uliet Aubrey, still best remem¬ 
bered for her arresting perfor¬ 
mance as Dorothea in the 
BBC* Middlemarth in sprite of 
having taken on several film roles 
in between, is back in costume for 
The Unknown Soldier (TTV). She 
plays Sophia Carey, a nurse who 
foils in love with a mysterious, 
mute, unidentified and shell- 
shocked firsi World War soldier 


(Gary Mavers of Peak Practice. 
whose producers are behind this 
mini-series), who is suffering from 
amnesia. They call him Angel. He 
has been found wandering in 
noman* land on a French battle¬ 
field before being brought to the 
makeshift hospital set up in 
Sophia* father* country house. 
Electric shock therapy brings back 
the soldier* voice — which ts an 
officer* — but not his memory. But 
hang on, an old friend recognises 
him and says he* as common as 
cat (leas. So is Angel just a 
malingerer? We don’t know. 

The story contains a pinch of 
The English Patient and a pinch of 
Pat Barker* Regeneration . but 
now needs a pinch of salt to bring 
out some kind of flavour. The pace 
will doubtless pick up over the next 
two episodes. But those voices in 
the audience that are urgently 
chanting. “Who is he?” must be 
well matched by those which are 
asking, “Who cares?" 


6.00am Business Breakfast (94523) 

7JD0 BBC Breakfast News fT) (71097) 

9.00 Change That (9409252) 

925 KBroy (T) (4877788) 

1(L05 Style CfuOengo (7003455) 

1030 Can't Cook, Won't Cook fT) (5259558) 
1035 The Beaky Useful Show fT) (9978875) 

1135 The General (4G0T436) 

12.00 News (2055455) 

12.05pmThe Ertw ta lmnefltGame (3347788) 
1235 Wipeout (5243900) 

1.00 News fT) and weather (74184) 

130 Regional News fT) (77505287) " ■ 

1,40-The Weather Show (64096417) 

1.45 Neighbours (T) (92462271) 

2.10 Uon Country (30004962) 

2.40 World Championship Snooker David 
Vine introduces the remaining quarter¬ 
finals. Coverage continues on BBC2 at 
4-00 (5953726) 

330 Hububb (r) (60742 71) 435 The Famriy 
Ness (r) (5371455) 4.10 To Me. To You 
(I) (2775523) 435 The Demon 

Headmaster (r) (T) (8103252) 5.00 
Newsrouod fT) (5318900) 5.10 Blue Peter 
CO (5322261) 

535 Neighbours (r) fT) (727368) 

630 News (T) and weather (900) 

630 Regional News fT) (252) 

7.00 Junior Hastaichef Young contestants 
from the South East of England; musical 
star Michael Ba9 and chef C/rve Dixon are 
the judges. (T) (5542) 

7 JO Tomorrow’s World Report from Hawaii 
on genetically engineered decaffeinated 
• coffee beans: plus the growing problem 
of asffima in the Western world (T) (436) 
<U» Birds of a Feather (r) (T) (705981) 

845 The National Lottery Draw Blind tenor 
Andrea Bocetfi performs Hue (T) (874813) 
atiOBedion Broadcast Green Party 
... ..(316875) - _ .... . .... . . . . 

M5 News (T) and weather 005523) 

935 Shops, Robbers and Videotape 
Reveafrig the extent of Illegal activities in 
London’s busiest shopping area. Oxford 
Street (578349) 

10.14 National Lottery Update 0) (361610) 

10.15 IMM Ruby Wax Meets OJ 
wraww Simpson Is this the most 
formidabte cross-examination yet. from 
the unstoppable Miss Wax? Probably not 
fT) (277233) 

1055 Snowbound (1994) Drama based on a 

n true story, -with Neil Patrick Hams. Kelli 
VWfiams aid Susan Clark. A family is 
m stranded in deep snow en route to a 
M funeral, leaving the father facing a 
dilemma kWch could seal the fate of his 
wife and. son. Directed by Christ an 
DuguayfT) (5617691) 

1235am Necessary Roughness (1991) 

M Comedy, with Scott Bakula. Robert 
Loggia and Hector EKzondo. A 
headmaster cancels all sporting 
scholarships, prompting two football 
coaches to build a school team from a 
bunch of unathletic nusffts. Directed by 
Stan Dragoti fT) (398450) 

2.10 Weather (2096837) 

2.15 BBC News 24 


VhfeoPkM-f and (he Wdeo PtosCodes 
The nwnbara next to each TV programme 
tefog are Video HusCode- numbers. *toch 
Aw you to programme your video rerxxoer 
instantly with a VlcJeoPJu9+“ handset Tap in 
he Video PtueCode tor the programme you 
ateh to record. VJdeoplus+ (*), Ptuscode (*) 
and Video Programmer are trademarks of 
Gemstar Dewtopment lid. 


6.10am Development Aid (2520815) 635 
Money Grows on Trees (6682320) 730 
Teletubbies (2462691) 735 Tom and 
Jerry Kids (2481726) 7.50 The Lowdown 
(r) (T) (4081469) 8.15 Yogi’s Treasure 
Hunt (rj (2545566) 835 The 
Greedysautus Gang (r) (9708392) 8.45 
The Record (4007436) 9.10 Belief Hie 
(5733436) 930 Pathways of Belief 
(3130368) 945 Words and Pictures 
(3128523) 10.00 Teletubbies (27788) 
1030 Numbertkne (9012436) 1045 
Cats' Eyes (9000691) 11.00 Folk Dance 
(5833542) 1130 The Geography 
Programme (1481368) 1140 Watch Out 
(2746813) 1135 Hands Up) (3081523) 
12.10pm Taking Issue (1201320) 

1230Working Lunch (91788) 130 D% the 
Dinosaur (r) (61810455) 1.05 
Bananaman (r) (61819726) 

1.10 World Championship Snooker High¬ 
lights of this morning's quarter-final 
action in Sheffield (5120233) 

240 News fT) (8780651) 245 Westminster 
with Anne Mackenzie (5950639) 335 
News fT) (3102639) 

430 World Championship Snooker Contin¬ 
ued action from the Crucible in Sheffield 
(60293349) 

530 Lifeline (r) fT) 

6.00 Star Trek: The Next Generation fr) fT) 
(244829) 

645 Snooker World Championship Action 
from the quarter-finals (550287) 

730 BSHjga Counterblast A woman 

argues for change in the 
British inquest system (7) (338) 

ELOO Antonio Cartucdo's Southern Italian 
Feast Shopping, cooking and drinking in 
Rome and Frascati fT) (9504) 

830 Home Front A one-room fiat fT) (8639) 
930 Steptoe and Son (rj (T) (8233) WALES: 
930 Celtic Motor Sport Festival (8233) 



Baron Manfred von Richthofen (930) 

930 SfjjBH Aviators: The Red Baron 
RlPftSsafl The We and death of Baron 
Manfred von Richthofen (T) (232900) 
10.20 Meetings with Remarkable Trees 
Britain’s tallest tree (T) (356788) 

1030 Party Election Broadcast by the Green 
Party (T) (733981) 

1035 Newsnight fT) (888523) 

1130 Snooker World Championship 
Highlights (852366) 

1135 Weather (672726) 

12.00 The Midnight Hour with Andrew Nell 
(66905) 

1230am Learning Zone: Open University: 
The Interactive Zone (8924671) 1245 
ideal Sounds @718586) 1.10 How Low 
Can You Go? (5236498) 135 The 
Structure ot Solids (3795721) 2.00 
Schools: Music (23585) 4.00 Languages: 
Central Bureau (41127) 5.00 Business 
and Training (9816030) 545 Open 
University (20295) 


6.00am GMTV (1057829) 

935 This Morning fT) (9779313) 

930 Vanessa (T) (8470469) 

10.10TTUS Morning (T) (71622165) 

12.15pm Regional News (6245788) 

1230 News (T) and weather (11542) 

1.00 Shortland Street (69252) 130 Home 
and Away (7) (10813) 2.00 The Jerry 
Springer Show fT) (2446233) 245 Waffle 
(T) (155064) 

3.15 News (0(2786788) 

330 Regional News (T) (2889829) 

335 Potamus Park (r) (2799252) 335 Tftch 
(6055146) 330 Kipper (r) (9036146) 4.00 
The Wombles (7884146) 4.15 Jumanjl (r) 
(T) (27786K?) 435 How 2 (r) (T) 
(8114368) 435 Cartoon Time (2535320) 

5.10 Primetime Diary fT) (1292961) 

5.10 Sorted (T) (1292981) 

540 News fT) and weather (786146) 

6.00 Home and Away (r) (T) (117185) 

635 WALES: Whies Tonight (312349) 

635HTV Weather (725233) 

630The West Tonight (T) (320) 

7.00 Emmerdale Chris is alerted to the 
suspicious goings on (!) (5310) 

730 Coro na tion Street Jack's hypnotherapy 
session has unexpected results (T) (504) 
8.00 Parking Ware How the world's crowded 
cities are coping with the increasing 
demands of the motorist fT) (8726) 



Nicola Walker, Robson Green (9pm) 

9.00 BEgS! Touching Evil (1/2) Robson 
BxESM Green returns as the maverick 
detective wtth okHashtoned values. 
Concludes tomorrow (7) (8962) 

10.00 Election Broadcast Green Party 
(367894) 

1005 News and Lottery Result (7) (301558) 
10.05 News (T), weather and Lottery Result 
(301558) 

1035 Regional News (T) (450146) 
10.45-12.45am WALES: No Way Out (1987) 

m wfth Gene Hackman, Kevin Costner and 
Sean Young. A US naval officer 
investigating a mole within the Pentagon 
finds brnsefl grappling with a dangerous 
cover-up wilhin the_ Inner circles of 
govament. Roger Donaldson directs 
(437894) 

1045The Levels (0 0) (1531601) 

12.10am Short Story Cinema (r) (2917943) 
12.45am The Return of a Man Catted Horse 

m (1976) with Richard Harris and Gate 
Sondergaaid. A 19th-century English 
aristocrat returns to the American West 
and the Sioux tribe that adopted Nm six 
years earlier. Directed by Irvin Kershner 
(11035653) 

3.05 Vanessa (r) fT) (3493479) 345 Cybernet 
(24678547) 4.10 Coach (r) (44748653) 
435 17V Ntohtscreen (35313276) 5.00 
Coronation Street (r) (T) (35108) 530 
News (54160) 


CENTRAL 


As HTV West except: 

1.00pm A Country Practice (69252) 

1.30 The Jerry Springer Show (5931368) 
435 Cartoon Time (2535320) 

5.10-540 Shorttentf Sheet (t29298rj 
635-730 Central News (312340) 

10.45 Central Sports Special (153851) 
1145 Midnight Caller (753815) 

3.10am Vanessa (5482671) 

4.15 Central JobRnder *98 (1956295) 
530 Asian Eye (4919547) 


--.y 

As HTV West except 
1.00 E mm er da le (69ffi2) 

130 The Jerry Springer Show (5931368) 
435 Cartoon Time (2535320) 

5.10-540 Home and Away (1292981) 
6.00-7.00 Westcountry Live (96233) 

10.45 Richard Ugance... (153851) 

1145 Dreamland (753815) 

As HTV West except 
435pm Cartoon Time (2535320) 

5.10-540 Home and Away (1292981) 
630 Meri d ia n Tonight (368) 

630-730 Doing It Up (320) 

10.45 FILM: Blue Thunder (437894) 


As HTV West except. 

130-130 Surprise Chefs (69252) 
435 Cartoon Time (2535320) 
5.10*540 Shortland Street (1292981) 
635-730 Angfia News (312349) 
1045 FILM: Blue Thunder (437894) 


Starts: 730am The Big Breakfast (64707) 
930 FILM: The Foreman Went to France 

(66021894) 

1035 Australia WOd (5178639) 

1130 TV Dimers (3165) 

1130 Powerhouse (4894) 

1230pm Rk* 1 Late (83271) 

1230 Sesame Street (19184) 

130 Slot Ueithrin (63692691) 

1.15 Smot y Ci (63697146) 

130 Earthscape (77416349) 

145 FILM: AHve and Kfektng (36194368) 
330 CoBectors* Lot (726) 

430 Fifteen-toOne (233) 

430 Countdown (417) 

530 5 Pump (5584726) 

5.15 Ffefi (5395417) 

530 Classic Trains (487) 

630 Newyddton 6 (588639) 

6.10 Heno (146233) 

730 Pobol y Cwm (499405) 

735 Ffennlo (336829) 
aoo Hawlio (7900) 

830 Newyddton (3707) 

9.00 Frasier (6829) 

930 Friends (99320) 

1030 Brookside (566639) 

1035 ER (545271) 

1130 Snwcer (186962) 

1Z15am Under the Moon (17110699) 

230 NBA XXL (19030) 

430 Gamesmester (56189) 

530 Dtwedd (1653450) 


CHANNEL 4 


7.00am The Big Breakfast (64707) 

930 The Foreman Went to France (1942. 

m b/w) with Clifford Evans arid Tommy 
T tinder. True-life Eating wartime drama in 
which a factory foreman prevents vital 
equipment from falling aito the hands of 
advancing Germans. Directed by Charles 
Frend (66021894) 

1035 Australia Wild (5178639) 1130 TV 
Dinners. Sculptured dishes to bombard 
the senses (rj (T) (3165) 1130 
Powerhouse fT) (4894) 12.00 Sesame 
Street (83271) 1230pm I Dream of 
Jeannte (19184) 130 Late Lunch (r) (T) 
(67894) 

130 Miracle Worker (196 2) The childhood of 

n Helen Keller, blind, deal and dumb. 
Starring Anne Bancroft and Patty Duke. 
Directed by Arthur Penn fT) (175231 
330 Collectors' Lot Old currency, dinosaur 
memorabilia and historical toothpicks (T) 
(726) 4.00 Fifteen-to-One (T) (233) 430 
Countdown (T) (819769!) 435 Rk*i 
Lake. Mom, I Can Take it on My Own (T) 
(3668748) 530 Bewitched (r) (T) (487) 
6.00 Late Lunch With Mel and Sue (T) (610) 
630 Friends (1/2) Ross enlists the help ot a 
zookeeper to find his farmer pel monkey 
(r) fT) (962) 

730 Channel 4 News fT) (622523) 

735 Photo ’98 Photographs developed from 
negatives rescued from Dublin rubbish 
dumps (T) (192436) 

830 Brookside Lindsey feels that she has no 
future it Kybe dies. Will OUie understand 
when Eleanor finally tells him the truth? (T) 
(7900) 



The Sped dings' ideal meal (830) 

830 Chef for a Night Unemployed electrician 
Alan Speddlng cooks a regional menu for 
a night In a Cumbrian restaurant fT) 
(3707) 

930 ER: A Bloody Mess Benton. Corday and 
Reese are involved in a car crash (T) 
(6504) 

1030 Friends Ross wakes up to find Chloe In 
bed with him and then Rachel pops round 
to say how much she loves him (r) fT) 
(84900) 

1030 Whose Line Is It Anyway? Comedy 
improvisation show hosted by Clive 
Anderson. Competitors are Karen 
Maruyama, Greg Proops. Ryan Stiles and 
Colin Mochrie (T) (60320) 

11.00 Jo Whltey Pep music-based talk show 
ft) (476962) 

11A5 Gas Stand-up comedy show hosted by 
Lee Mack. Tonight's guests are Carey 
Marx and Simon Evans (T) (280233) 

12.15am Under the Moon Sports discussion 
show with Danny Kelly and Tom Binns 
(17110699) 

230 NBA XXL (19030) 

430 Gamesmester (56189) 

530Trans World Sport (1653450) 

535 Sesame Street (8848030) 


CHANNEL 5 


CHANNEL 5 ON SATELLITE 
Channel 5 is now broadcasting on 
transponder No 63 on the Astra Satellite. 
Viewers wtth a Videocrypt decoder will 
be able to receive the channel free of 
charge. Frequencies for transponder No 
63 are picture: 1032075 GHz: sound: 
7.02 and 730 MHz 

6.00am 5 News Early (2554558) 

7.00 WideWorid (1140900) 730 Milkshake! 
(5799542) 735 Wimhe's House 
(8215610) 830 Havakazoo (r) (8648233) 
830 Dappledown Faun lr) (8647504) 
9.00 Espresso (9368639) 10.00 Birds of the 
Snow (r) (7569165) 1030 Sunset Beach 
(1269833) 11.10 Leeza (6474349) 
12305 News (T) (8641328) 1230pm Family 
AHairs (i) (T) (1555610) 

130 The Bold and the Beautiful (1149271) 
130 Sons and Daughters (1554981) 
230 Open House with Gloria Hunniford 
(7560894) 

330100 Per Cent Gold (8232146) 

330 Kids Like These {TVM, 1987) Tyne Daly, 

m Richard Crenna and Martin Balsam. Fact- 
based drama about a mother and her 
son, who has Down's Syndrome. 
Directed by Georg Stanford Brown 
(922B894) 

530The Great Garden Game (rj (T) 
(6033900) 

630100 Per Cent Games how Without a host 
(6030813) 

630 Family Affairs Annie Is disappointed 
when Chris torgets about her test (T) 
(6021165) 

7305 News (T) (8257455) 

730 Waters of the Orient: The Last Wild 
Salmon fT) (6027349) 

830 The Pepsi Chart Presented by Rhona 
Mitra and Eddy Temple-Moms (8233875) 




1 i 

> Vs *:•. 


Instructor Eric Guironnet (830pm) 

830On the Piste Senes following skiers, 
snowboarders. chalet maids, instructors 
and hottdaymakere in the Trois Valiees 
resort in France (1/6) (8245610) 

9.00 Seeds of Deception (TVM, 1993) with 
cm Melissa Gtfoert and George Dzundza. 
□tiM Fact-based drama about a number of 
married couples who, unable to 
conceive, became prospective parents 
thanks to a doctor's unorthodox 
methods. Directed by Arlene Sanford 
(89544233) 

1030 The Jack Docherty Show With guest 
comedian David Strassman 05118146) 
1130 The Morwenna Banks Show Comedy 
sketch show (7565349) 

12.00 Major League Baseball — Live 

(56519924) 

4.40am Monsters: Pool Sharks (60005672) 
535Throb (r) (76843943) 

530100 Per Cent (r) (9316276) 


• for further listings see 

Saturday's Vision 

SKY 1_ 

7.00m Tattooed Toenage Aten filters 
tern Bevedy H*b (15*55) 730 Games 
Wow (1722184} 7X5 The Smpsona 
02523) 8.15 Oprah 0472523) &00 Hotel 

(B5S3) 104» AfXUfMf Woria (B0t4Q 11.00 

0*s of Ow bves (883101 1230 Marred 
ruth CwfcJrm (14165) 1230pm M*X*S*H 
(4007a 130 Gerakta (38233) 230 Sa* 
JsssyRaphael (77707) 3.D0 Jenoy Jones 
I4B146) 430 Oprah [50681] 530 Star Trait 
Htb Nan Generation fftain MO Oteam 
Team (3078) 630 Married w*h ChArieri 
(24l817.00TreSmp8ons 19146)730 Bert 
TV {SS42} 830 Srarpere 5G-1 (75*504)930 
tte Outei brans (98368) 1000 Mtennijm 
192455) 114X1 Star Trefe The Next Genwe- 
bon (9IB751 12X0 Fifth Comer (846341 
’-Warn Long Flay (6838030) 

SKY BOX OFFICE 

Sky*t pav-pf-vtow movie ctiamwte- 

Tr» view 3nv Om telephone 0890 800888 

« Each ton oasis S239 per viewing 

SKY BOX OFFICE 1 (Transponder 2B) 

Tha Saktf (1996) 

SKY BOX OFFICE 2 (Transponder 60) 
Jungle to Jungle (1997) 

* SKY BOX OFFICE 3 (Transponder 59) 
Space dam (1996) 

«Y BOX OFFICE 4 (Trareponder 58) 
WBtam Shamqram-if Oomaa tew 
JuM*t CI9S7) 

SKY MOVIES SCREEN 1 

&00am Th* Mwtum at Baron 
Hunctauaan (IBM) (89WB44) IK The 
Doable Han UBS?) (60304185) 

Long Walk Home (1900) (2612941* 
15.23 uminne Harare (1995) 
(55863387) 1-OOpto fttoBy PW (1878) 
(83639) ZOO The Long Walk Hon* 
(1990) (62436) SjOO Uonbaalt The 


We Hate w*i > W mgaanre P g95) 
fe;«58920) IJLWaaThe Shamrock Con- 
Cplracy 11994) (282856) 2.15 Mmifeml 
hwwe (1994) (7514565) &40 Lying 
Eyre (199B) 09407127) 

SKY MOVIES SCREEN 2 

(LCOara (1947) 1^23) 

The Sky Prtare (19S4) (60K9) 
10.00 TTw knWbl* Han Rrtnrim (1940) 


(-12436) 12JO Bom to Be WU (1994) 
(72252) 2.00pm Donl Bottler to Knock 
( 1952 ) ( 81 349) 4.00 Rm Sky Piter* 

(1994) (70619601) &SO Bom to BoWM 
P9B4) (28834455) ax» Trio Nutty Prolan 

m (1996) (79558) 10L0O Ada of Uw 
(1995) (689962) 11 JO Tbe ite ual SuB- 
pacta ((995) 028436) 1*>mFt*tUOen 
Torrftonp Stanley's SoarA tor UAg- 
atom (1997) (ia3301) 320 Cup Rml 
(1991) (68838869) 

SKY MOVIES GOLD _ 

4L0opn> Bachelor Mothw (18 m 
(4300600) tOO The Seventh Voyage of 
Stabad (1968) (7B947B4) 8.00 Dhty 
Dancing (1967) (8349879) iOjDO Sae NO 
SaB^HMT No EvB (1989) (3117460) 11-68 
The Krays (1069) 

Piree (1888) (6548276) 3JM The 

Ommui Weekend (1SB3} (8534547) 

TNT __ 

DflOorn Obfeetlve. Bumrtl (1945) 
«STcbI*i m Itot COBOO 
(8241*368) 1 -OOwn Son or a 
Gurttahtor (1966) tJ2T9181W2t30 Ot>- 
gSSSlSmnri (1945) (33049301) 

SKY SPORTS 1 __ 

700m Sports Carwe (35207) 7-30 Wies- 
tina (56330) 830 Spans Ceres (*5146) 
£« ^0 Nem (69726) 

(77287) 10-00 The FodtwB gS Fo oflMJI 
«,£»» (47078) 11-00 Live Benson MM 
hSmc Op Cricket (57B3165) 2J0p m 
T&ais (2881) 3JOO Live CrteW 
{ 7538691 ) 7 JOB Sports Oanirs (607 8) 7-30 
Fu&d Munfiei pTBBl AM Spore Ceres 
chopoi (13863 ttWO Sports Lsnoe 
IMG Cncket (44633) iM0«a6 
tSto (48547) 12389*1* «*»« of 
Ipmjb (14301) uo FU8WI 

SJOO Full Tftr&Vo (44478) 3J0 

Sporo Certre (28092) 4M dew 

SKY SPORTS 2 — 

7 Mem AerotWB (8620956) 7M Sports 
Cense (8424356) MO Raring Nw® 
(5632320) 230 Pah TV (507374S) MO 
Bsstftel (6068233) 11M League Revw 
(648*788) 123Woman's Go* 

(2942388) 230 Galt BOB (8720875) 5-30 

C167S879)’ 

wjji ipTBB) 1J)0 -Eub Ton Co* 
g* f343) UOSponB Certra (psai|) 


SKY SPORTS 3 _ 

12J» WraStofl (83845604) I.OOpcn Ftoh 
IV (838542521 ZOO Baring SupertJOits 
(90488078) SJOO Rucby U*n CteU 
(87765BOC) X30 Trie Foottjaflers' Foctoal 
Show (37881146) 430 Tartan Extra 
(70397165) SUIOWraslfing (87758252) 830 
Spcxis Certre (70481558) 630 Euro Tax 
Grt Weekly (70382610) 74» Ffeh TV 
(90376349) 830 World of Soper LgBM 
(90368813) IOlOO P«6 d Gold (71428681) 
1030 Dtriae Obwbs’ Sponno Herow 
(31947287) 1130 Close 

EUROSPOBT __ 

730am Faoroel (61252) ZOO IndyCar 
(111651 11-00 Karting (45610) 1230 
MotOOOU (47S5» 1230p« Tff«« 

(93271) 130 Bcxte (56726) 130 Lwa 
WBlflfWmg (34366) 3.00 Sure (73964) 
<oo fWy (8S6B1) 600 Speartwtld (4207) 
5.00 Live WelgtiutHng (36813) BOO Live 
Foolbra (11558) 104)0 Boring (27165) 
11.00 speedwore (33875) izoo weiohi- 
finng (B®43) 1230am Close 

UK GOLD _ 

730am Never Die Twain (5841436) 7^ 
N&dtws (4834542) 830 Crossroads 
(5870558) 835 Ees£ndera (5120165) 930 
Trie B8 (0777766) 830 Howarta' Way 
(6034981) 1030 Trie Rerun ot She riey 
(9758097) 1030 The SUBvana (3028418) 
1130 Casualy (3013829) liOO Qoss- 
itiads (537036811 1235pm Nai tftoas 
0371307BI liB EBs£ndsre (2178252? 
130 Btoa Trio Houae (7309078) 2» Trie 
aatier (5343829) 236 DangerfWrt 

(8256504) X4S The B» (26487213) 4.15 
June) Bra« (30304417) 53 0 EaalE nriars 
^074613) 656 Big Break 0^9) 

W Bri (8085*55) 730 Da te Amy 
(Umn 7A0 Bang Damp (1333SS8] 
£ 20 ^y io Deoreroar (44885^930 
toaera (2155881) 93S 9nXrg 
^,5289146)1035 Beware tt«ure 
(72185455) 11-30 Mated VWao (T3QGC78) 
SSoera^U«iQ «™oo (2421092) 1230 
SSoOiaTsTSSSeq 135 7?w Equal. 
SoTfflK® 230 Shopping (04B7881B) 

GRANADA PLUS _ 

filKten Tta B» (3383875) 730BBOW* 

rtefrUP (2080629) 730 Corontiion SI 
8J»»m Mb (12^9W 930 
Luck (481454 9^100 0 TteS^w 
rae 5320 ) 1130 HawsS RvfrO {2S 05W} 
12.00 CornreUon Si (5414940) 1 230pm 
fprutx (7311884) 130 A fins Ftanvnce 



Amy Irvtng and Dennis Hopper In Ads of Love (Movies 2, 1 0pm) 


(3909900) 1JO Mb and kfr GW (7310165) 
230 Wlari Me Luck (9997368) 330 Jason 
long 11580062) 430 Ha w* Ffce-O 
(1509097) SJOO The SaH (5788271) 630 
Faroes (8289455) 630 Ooro rabon a 
(B2707D7) 730 Doctor *i Charge (57SB900) 
730 On the Buses (8269661) 630 Jason 
Klxj (2650691) SLOP Coronation Si 

The Sort 

(2683542) 1130 Men & Motors (5829681) 

CARLTON SELECT (CABLE) 

8J00tm Bbcteusws (87759349) 630Hay 
Dad n (70393348) 630 Byter Grow 
(70380662) 630 A Cckrtry Practice 
(70307542) 730 London Bridge 

(87762613) 730 Srtch On (70303756) 
830 The 10 Percenters (87748233) 630 
GoodngN Sweahean (87787368) 930 
Head Over riaets (30 370105) 1030 The 
Dartre Buds ot May (90373262) 1130 St 
esmtssa (43620037) 1230 CoOtt and 
MacantB'c Mtwle Cu> leassosaq 
1230am Talas ot tile Une^edad 
(20482283) 130 Close 

DISNEY CHANNEL 

S30an Under the Urabraea Tree 6J0 
Jtfigte&to 730 Rarara 730 Pepper Ann 


8.00 Brand Spanktig New Doug 830 
Ttnon end Pwrtre 930 Aladdn. The 
Series 930 Quack PKk 1030 Ameang 
Arwnate 1030 Sesame Sraet 1130 WUne 
tt« Pooh 1135 Annabel Crete taoo LWe 
Hippo 12.15pm Artrra Shed 1230 ftjeie 
and Jkn 1235 The Tootffcmtii Fairiy 
1230 Bear in me Big Blue House 1-20 
M the Pooh 138 CMP V bale 230 
God Troop 230 Jungle CUs 330 Tlmon 
and Pumfaoe 330 Bland Spanking New 
Doug 430 Pepper Ann 430 Recess UO 
Srran Guy 530 Stutter Bortes <30 Teen 
Angel 630 Boy Meets work) 730 Hu* 
WWi Upon ■ Star 630 The Mtevte Years 
030 Touched by «i Angal 1030 Close 

FOX KIDS NETWORK 

LOOam Power Raign Tec 730 X Man 
725 Caspar 735 Sp^erman 830 
QoaeebUTVB&SSSamand Max 835 Big 
Bad B ge6ebcr& ZOO Mashed fkte 630 
term's Fs*v Ttfee 1030Hnoccftto 1030 
Peter pan 1130 Ohm Tmst H30 
Hutidebeny Fir 1230 GiAwrs Treves 
1230pm Straragana 1232 The 
Mouse anO the Monsifit 1234 Casper 136 
TemMe Thuvtelzaids 1.18 Sam and Mat 
130 Erfeme Heroes 230 Eagta ftders 
230iTeen^e hUaru hod Ticttas 330 


Skysuter SuSetorce 330 TBA 430 Ace 
Ventura Double Ba 430 Casper 530 
texsettumpe 630 X Men 630 Spiderman 
730 Close 

CARTOON NETWORK 

Al yox tavourto cartoons broadcast born 
530em to 930pm. seven days a week. 

NICKELODEON _ 

6.00am Court Dudruta 630 Gummy 730 
Hey Arnold! 730 Rugros 830 Doug 830 
Arthur 930 C8BC 1030 Wbnae's House 
1030 Barer 1130 The Mage School Bus 
1130 PB BeanUoe Pad Traaor/** 
MerWtegc Mouuan 1230 Bugiais 
1230pm Btia's Ckxs 130 Bananas n 
Pyjamas 130 FranUn 230 UOle Bear 
Senes 230 CBBC 330 CBBC 330 boup 
430 Pipa Longstocfang430 Rugrats 530 
Srtter Seas 530 aster Sister 630 Sterna 
the Teenage Wfc*630Morxfta730Close 

TROUBLE _ 

730am Batman 730 Eanhmrm Jim 830 
CaUamta Dreams 630 Hern Time 930 
Ready or Not 930 Heartored, H#i 1030 
Echo Point 1130 Batman 1130 Earthworm 
Jkn 1200 Sana 1230pm Haan&raak H<yi 
130 Echo Point230HoSyoaKs230On the 
Mete 235 rain the Jeans &00 Sweat 330 
Cafeteria Dreams 430 (toady or Not 430 
Send by me Bel 5.00 HoByoiris 630 USA 
Hijpi 630 Hang Time 630 Btaat 730 
Saved By the Befl 730 USA h&i 

CHALLENGE TV _ 

630pm CrOESHte 545 FamSy Fomxies 
630 Caichphrase 7.15 Fftaen-oOne 530 
The Crystal Maze 9.15 Strife It Lucky 1030 
111.15 SKky fetenenu on 7ox 1230 
Sale ot the Certuy 12308m McKenna 
130 The Fit Guy 230 Bfl Brther Jake 
330 Snowy tovar The McGregor Saga 
430 The fts vaKy 530 Screenrtop 
BRAVO _ 

330pm The A-Team (4232K3K 930 Real 
Stone ot the Highway Patrol 1)77*371} 
930 Cops (6123809) 1030 The Basement 
S047287) 161S Brow's ftiels |B96EB<3- 
1630 Red Dteks (9327405) 1130 
RLfefc S9w Britt (1965) (7092875) 
130am Berro’s Bne*s (270338211-30 Red 
Shoe Sate (7075011) 230 Real SWte d 
The Hrttway Patrol (3012672) 230 Cops 
[3008479) 330 RLIfc Hooker*, Hustiera, 
PhnpaendTliek- John (1983) (1005*66) 
530The A-Team (20615851 


PARAMOUNT COMEDY 

730pm Cosby (7320) 730 Hoseonne 
(8798) 830 Grace Under Fire (3368) 630 
Carcree m the Ctiy (2875) 930 Cybfl 
(94349) 930 Bun (86881) 1030 Frasier 
(43233) 1030 Cheers (579811 1130 
Ductanen (BB694) 1130 Unnatural Acts 
(77785) iZOOSkrses (46189) 1230am H i 
Garry SharxSmg's Show piT68) 130 
Frasier (5S585) 130 Cheers (60905) 2-00 
Carofene n ire Cay (23547) 230 Unnatural 
Acta (35382) 330 Roseame (357211 330 
CyM (26834) 430 Close 

THE SCI-FI CHANNEL 

B30pm Qureun Leap (7736287) 930 The 
Cape (9714511) 1030 FILM: Ctoea 
Encounters ot Dm Third Kind (1977) 
I3681Z331 130am Bafflestar Griadica 
(479010® 200 Friday ine 13th (61202751 
330 Tales o) trie Unexpected {1081470) 
230 (tek Shadows (4263924) 430 Close 

HOME & LEISURE _ 

930am The Joy cl Parting 830 The 
Garden Show 1030 Grassroots 1030 New 
Yantee Workshop 1130 Andy utna s 
Angfing Adventure 1130 Hcm a me 1230 
Home Sawy 1230pm Ths Od House 1.00 
Yan Can Cook—Tire Best o) Asia 130 
Fimfive id Go 230 Dong it Up 230 
Ariigues ChaKrege XOOThe Dlceman 330 
Home Agsm 430 Ooeo 

DISCOVERY _ 

430pm Rav Hun Rshng World (8092368) 
430 ZbO Story (8081252) 530 FiraFGghia 
(88S76S1) S-3Q Tima TreuoSarE (8072504) 
630 VWtaie SOS (80794171 6A) Deep 
Probe ErpedSions (4045436) 730 Oeeslcr 
(8062381) 830 Awte X (88S387S) 830 
The Sunmateal (B8E6610) 930 UMmate 
Gride (4258270 IOlOO CrpaxUe Hriter 
(43315581 1130 Road Rage P529436) 
1230 fist Finite (35204791 1230am 
Disaster (1424760) 130 Super Smjoues 
(E275B32J 230 Cfcsa 

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC 

730cro Rea*/ Wdd Antnate (9138252) 
730 WM HoreoG « Namib (7*6320) 830 
Secret SuM o» Pearl Hama (9147SOO) 
630 On Hewafi's Gm Wave (9133707) 
930 Lead the Animat (236^00) 930 
Extreme Earth 123344171 1030 Honsy 
Hums (1905875) 1130 Royal Rood 
(9884076) 1230 GoW (8090176) 130am 
Close 


TRAVEL! 


Salarn 30 Ckjyd Or Oz230 On Tour 230 
The teeai Escape 3.00 Across The One 
330 Reel World430 teiocerfl Abrced 430 
Go Graeco 530 Snovr Satan 530 Wtrid- 
vwdo Gride 630 Floyd On Oz 630Cin Tour 
730Deetiriatcra 830 SrappJng 7Tw WcrtJ 
830 The FTavoucs Ol France 930 On Top 
Of The World 1030 The Gre« Escape 
1030 Floyd On Spain 11.00 WriidiMde 
Gmde 1130 Travel Live 1230 Close 

THE HISTORY CHANNEL 

430pm The Red Empire (34042331 530 
Century (2267726) 630 Andem Mysteries 
(6857726) 730 Biography- Conrad Him 
(2312829) 8.00 Cfcee 

CARLTON FOOD (CABLE! 

930am Food Network Baiy 930 Food te 
Thought 1030 Feasts ol the World 1030 
What s Cooking? 1130 Wxraf Thompson 
Cooks 1130 Graham Kbit's Kitchen 1230 
Food Network Daly 1230pm Year ar 
Befeytnatoe 130 Food lor Thoitfi uo 
From tfw? Ground Up 230 Jenny Bristow's 
Counhy Cookkig 230 Food Neiwrvk Dariy 
330 Wok Wi2 330 Wornd Thonpson 
Cooks 430 Anton Mosenarn — NatuaK 
430 So You Thnk Y«xi Canl Cor* 


800am Tiny Uurg 930 Fteady. Steady 
Cock 836 Hart n Hal 1030 Tire Young 
aid the Restfesc 1130 Brookside n^o 
Jimmy's 1230pm Living Issues 1230 Drat 
Sham 135 Atkenato Jintjes 230 Larina n 
Up! 330Jerry Sponger 4.10 Tenwsa 530 
The Hess te un 530 Ready. Steady rwv. 
&10 Jeny Sphga 7.00 Rescue Bli 73o 
MjPWJbb. Magic and Mfevtes 83o 
Robnda 930 FHJt Dangerous Inton. 
Oodb 1130 Sex Ltte Down Undv 

ZEETV 

J 


Zretegi 930 Mateti A 

1M0 Tara llj» The low (a 

□araar 1230 FUJI 330pm 
Hwi Wnh 330 OBrawtSot 
**te*ity 530 Chato Cteor 
Do Paanch 630 Bensgi fiem \ 
JmaHta 730 Yet* SSK 
Ban 830 News 
^IMOBwsnesslb^ 
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CRICKET 40 

Stewart ready to 
assume dual 
role for England 



TENNIS 42 

Men still claiming 
lion’s share of 
Wimbledon riches 
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Smith’s career under threat after problem with out-of-competition drugs test 


Fresh cloud 
cast over 
golden girl 


JOHN GILES 


TWO years ago. Michelle 
Smitfi was proclaimed Ire¬ 
land's greatest sporting hero 
after winning three gold med¬ 
als at the Olympic Games in 
Atlanta. 

News that Smith. 28. faces 
possible suspension from 
swimming over a problem 
drugs test will be greeted with 
dismay by an adoring Irish 
public Her Olympic achieve¬ 
ments sparked night-and-day 
celebrations in Ireland that 
prompted a Government ap¬ 
peal for people to return to 
work. 

Crowds lined the streets of 
Dublin to greet Smith home 
after she was met at the 
airport by the then President. 
Mary Robinson, despite the 
controversy surrounding Ire¬ 
land's first Olympic swim¬ 
ming champion in Atlanta. 

Smith’s extraordinary 
progress, which saw her im¬ 
prove from outside die best SO 
in the world to become not 
only the first Irish swimmer to 
make an Olympic final but a 
triple Olympic champion in 
just three years, prompted 
allegations of drug-taking. 

Smith has always denied 
cheating and blamed the con¬ 
troversy on the American 
media. Her position won the 
sympathy of President Bill 
Clinton, who said that he too 
had “been a victim" of the 
American media. 

The Irish Swimming Asso¬ 
ciation has been informed by 
Fina, the sport’s international 
rulin| body, of the test in 
question, which is believed to 
have been produced by Smith. 
28, early this year when out-of¬ 
competition testers called un¬ 
announced on the swimmer in 
Ireland. 

Smith, from Rathcoole, near 
Dublin, may now request that 
the B sample of the drug test 
be analysed to confirm or 
annul the result of the A 
sample. 


By Craig Lord 

The nature of the test will 
determine whether Smith 
faces a suspension. Fina rules 
allow for a suspension of up to 
four years for the most serious 
abuses. Should Smith fall into 
that category, she would not 
be able to compete at the 
Olympic Games in Sydney 
2000 . 

Last night. The Times was 
contacted by Pieter Lennon. 
Smith's solicitor. While ac¬ 
knowledging that there was a 
problem with a drugs test, he 
said: “She has not failed a 
drugs test within the meaning 
of the rules." 

Asked what he meant by 
that. Lennon, of Lennon 
Hearther and Co. replied: 
“Have you ever known an 
athlete to have been suspend¬ 
ed for taking a drug that is not 
itemised or particularised? 
Have you ever known an 
athlete to have been suspend- 


Career in question 


ed for interfering with 
a r . sample, as is alleged 
here?" 

Lennon called the document 
from Fina to the IASA “some¬ 
what unusual". He said That 
Smith would hold a press 
conference, probably today, to 
explain the situation she found 
herself in. 

He added that he would call 
Fina in Switzerland this morn¬ 
ing to inform them. “It was not 
her ISmith’s] intention to hold 
a press conference. One of the 
primary issues... is that there 
should be absolute secrecy in 
these matters." That was no 
longer possible given that the 
matter was now “in the public 
domain". 

Smith’s achievments in At¬ 
lanta were all the more re¬ 
markable given that Ireland 
has no Olympic-sized (50- 
metre) swimming pool. She 
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No 1392 


:ross 

Inconsiderate (9) 

Swan: horse: loaf: pipe (3) 
Shop surface: measurer (7) 
Suite: conveyance (5) 

Piece of news: likewise (4) 
Pristine: unhackneyed (8) 
Ribbon of 17 dn (6) 
Fisherman with line (6) 
Overfussy (8) 

Pound: diewing tobacco (4) 
Thin: have mercy on (5) 
Foreign: unusual (7) 
Expert a card p) 

Rapidly grows (9) 


DOWN 

1 Ointment: soothing suavity 

2 Very famous person (9.-4) 

3 Behind: dead (4) 

4 Uproar (6) 

5 One suing (8) 

6 England/Franceconnec¬ 
tion (7.6) 

7 Hackneyed (5) 

12 WWI poppy site Anne of 
Cleves its mare (S) 

15 Richard —. Oklahoma! 
composer (7) 

16 Humiliating disaster (6) 

17 Italian dough (5) 

19 Crustacean; an apple (4) 


OLUTION TO NO 1391 

CROSS: 1 Colour-blind S Debug 9 Droplet JOTem 
| Discrete 13 Day boy 14 Campus 17 Inclined 19 Ruff 
(Traduce 23 Chink 24 Sheet anchor 
OWN: l Cadet 2 Liberty 3 Urge 4 Bedsit 5 Ironclad 
Ddw 7 Stress 12 Solitude 13 Dainty !5 Prudish 
p Recent IS Crass 20 Fakir 21 Scan 


THC^TINIES bookshop 


^S^TMES CROSSWORD TITLES NOW AVAILABLE 

^traifc^m.ain* wife 

Snowoart nrt to* nr &r tan^tTifciaik lljayinc h, 
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now holds every Irish wom¬ 
en’s record, except in the 
breaststroke disdpline. 

Her extraordinary improve¬ 
ment in form, which came late 
in her career and catapulted 
her from relative anonymity to 
superstar status before the 
world's largest-ever television 
audience and had her compa¬ 
triots dancing on table-tops in 
celebration, coincided with 
her relationship with Erik de 
Bruin, her coach and 
husband. 

Smith met De Bruin, a 
former Holland international 
discus thrower at the 1992 
Olympic Games. De Bruin 
served a four-year suspension, 
imposed by the International 
Amateur Athletic Federation, 
after failing a drugs test in 
1993. 

When she met De Bruin, 
Smith was ranked outside the 
best 50 swimmers in the world 
and would have failed to make 
even a British national final in 
the400metres freestyle, one of 
the races she went on to win in 
one of the fastest times ever 
recorded just four years later. 

In Atlanta. Smith faced 
questions about De Bruin's 
past and her own vast im¬ 
provement, made between 
1994 and 1996. She denied that 
she had ever cheated, while 
De Bruin blamed the allega¬ 
tions of drug-taking and innu¬ 
endo levelled at his wife on the 
American media and public, 
who were labelled by him as 
“sore losers". 

In fact Smith had already 
faced questions about her 
improved form as early as 
1995, when she became the 
first Irish swimmer ever to 
become a European 
champion. 

If the result of the out-of- 
competition test is accepted or 
confirmed by the B sample. 
Smith could also be stripped of 
the two gold and two silver 
medals that she won at the 
European championships in 
Seville, Spain, last summer. 
The Fina rules state that 
all competition results in 
the six months before a posi¬ 
tive test is returned will be 
annulled. 



Smith kissw her gold medal for the 100 metres, freestyle, one of three events she won at tbe Olympic Games in Atlanta, 
two years ago. She went on to win two gold and two silver medals at the European championships in Senile last year 



Smith’s gold-medal haul in Atlanta catapulted her to celebrity status and brought a meeting with President 
Clinton, alongside persistent questioning into the reasons behind her dramatic ” ‘ - ‘ 


her dramatically-improved performances 


French have 
no power 
to keep out 
English 
hooligans 

From John Goodbody 

IN PARIS 

THE head of the £\2 million ^ 
French security operation for 
the Worid Cup yesterday 
admitted he had no powers to 
stop convicted English foot¬ 
ball hooligans from entering 
his country for the 32-natioq 
tournament this summer. 

Rent Georges Queny ex¬ 
plained: “Legally there is 
nothing we can do. There is 
freedom of movement across 
borders. However, if any trou¬ 
blemaker moves a finger they 
will be crawling back home." 

France's policy contrasts 
with that at the 1990 Worid * 
Cup, the last in Europe, when A 
the Italian police turned bade 
scores of English hooligans at 
border crossings and airports 
after they had been alerted by 
their British counterparts. 

Queny said his great fear 
was a possible second-round 
meeting between England 
and Scotland because he re¬ 
membered the tension in cen¬ 
tral London after their match 
in Euro 96. when only expen 
policing prevented serious 
violence. 

At that tournament the 
Home Office used its legal 
powers of refusing entry to 
“undesirable" foreigners to 
pre ven t known Dutch and 
German hooligans from ar- A 
riving in Britain. The British 
Government has refused 
pleas from MPs to take away 
passports from convicted 
supporters. 

However. Queny. who will 
be deploying an average of 
6,000 police for every 
matchday. said asqr foreigner 
convicted of causing trouble „ 
in France would be expelled / 
and, if they returned, jaued. i 

Queny. a former police 0 
superintendent who has spe¬ 
cial responsibility for serious 
crime and anti-booiiganisin, 
said that England supporters 
were not his chief worry in the 
first phase of the tournament 
because there was no history 
of “vengeance" with the three 
opposing countries, who wffl 
be Colombia, Romania and 
Tunisia. 

Instead he pinpointed Hol¬ 
land versus Belgium in the 
Stade de France in Paris on 
June 13, partly because both 
countries are only a three- 
hour train ride from Paris. Hft . 
said: The passions are goingV 
to be very high for that game. .. 
Some of tile fans will proba¬ 
bly be arriving without 
tickets." 
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O’Sullivan reaps the benefit 
of White’s unforced errors 


P 


By Phil Yates 

A TENDENCY to commit 
unforced errors at crucial mo¬ 
ments, the essence of Jimmy 
White's dedine in recent 
years, resurfaced yesterday as 
the probability of him boldine 
simultaneously the title of 
snookers Kopje's Champion 
and Embassy world champi¬ 
on faded. 

Revelling in the unaccus¬ 
tomed role of villain. Ronnie 
O'Sullivan established a 7-1 
lead over White in their eager¬ 
ly awaited quarter-final. The 
younger man was left requir¬ 
ing only six of the remaining 
17 frames today for victory. 

When White, w ho combined 
fluency and reliability so eff¬ 
ectively on the way to" beating 
Stephen Hendry and Darren 
Morgan in the previous two 
rounds, was given a rapturous 
welcome onto the Crucible 
Theatre stage, the burden of 
expectation was almost tan¬ 
gible. He won a scrappy 
second frame, in response to 
O'Sullivan's explosive 104 
break in the fina. but as the 
afternoon wore on. the chall¬ 
enge of the six-time world 
championship runner-up was 
undermined by three damag¬ 
ing mistakes. 

O’Sullivan moved 2-1 ahead 
with a run of 85 and added the 
fourth frame less convincingly 
when White, presented with a 
bona fide opportunity to steal 
it by clearing the last four 
colours, missal the brown to a 
balk pocfcCL 

Over the years. White has 
earned a deserved reputation 
as one of the most skilful 
exponents of shots that re¬ 
quire the rest: that missed 
brown, foflowed by a grossly 
misjudged red earlv in the 
fifth, blemished it. OTSuIlrvan, 
whose self-assurance was 


commensurate with having 
won four tournaments this 
season, stepped in with a 51 
break to lead 4-1 and went 54 
up when White, seemingly in 
control of the sixth frame, 
carelessly jawed a routine 
black from shore range. 

The resultant yellow-to-pink 
clearance from O'Sullivan 
only served to rub salt into 
White's ever-widening psycho¬ 
logical wound, as did the run 
of 92 with which he opened a 
6-1 advantage. As is so often 
the case when a player is 
struggling, luck also deserted 


White. Trailing only 56-48 in 
the closing frame of the ses¬ 
sion. he potted a black but in 
attempting to obtain position 
on the yellow went in-off at a 
cruelly acute angle to a middle 
pocket. Again O'Sullivan 
capitalised, 

Disappointment, an annu¬ 
ally unwanted visitor of 
White's at the Crucible, has on 
six occasions waited until the 
final act of this 17-day unfold¬ 
ing drama to make an appear¬ 
ance. This time it showed up a 
week early. 

While does not even have a 


JOtffl GILES 



White begins to feel the heat at the Crucible yesterday 
i 


history of Gghtbadks from 
which to draw encourage¬ 
ment. In the final of the 1984 
championship, he rallied from 
12-4 down against Steve Da¬ 
vis. to trail only 17-16 before 
gallantly losing 18-16. 

Thai apart, sizeable deficits 
have meant defeat. Perhaps 
more important. O'Sullivan 
has no history of collapse from 
such positions of strength. 

Following an ottritional ses¬ 
sion lasting three hours. Mark 
Williams secured a 5-3 over¬ 
night lead against Peter 
Ebdon, who adopted a dis¬ 
tinctly methodical methodical 
approach. Williams, the win¬ 
ner of the Benson and Hedges 
Masters in February, fash¬ 
ioned a 57 clearance to snatch 
the eighth frame on the black 
by a single poinL 

Matthew Stevens, the 
Welsh-speaking 20-ycar-dd 
making his debut at die Cruci¬ 
ble. disregarded a huge gulf in 
experience to leave his first 
session against Ken Doherty, 
the tide-holder, all square at 
4-4. 

Leading 3-1, after rallying 
from 51*0 adrift to win the 
fourth frame, Doherty was 
poised to build a substantial 
lead but Stevens, a semi- 
finalist in the Grand Prix and 
United Kingdom Champion¬ 
ship this season, fought hard 
to remain in contention. 

Like Doherty. John Hig¬ 
gins, who will replace Hendry 
as world No l by winning the 
championship, encountered 
stubborn resistance, in his 
case from John Parrott Their 
opening session also reached 
its conclusion at 4-4. even 
though Higgins compiled its 
four highest breaks — 70 
twice. 78 and 59. 

Latest positions, page 41 
Simon Barnes, page 41 


“I say we toast 
the Hen” 
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